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The King. 


Fs rcceiv'd the Ho- 
nour of Your Majeſty's 
Commands to Tranſlate the 
Hiſtory of the League, I have 
apply'd my felf with my ut- 
moſt diligence to Obey them: 
Firſt by a thorough underſtan- 
ding of my Authour, in which 
I was aflifted by my former 
knowledge of the French Hiſto- 
ry, in general, and in particu- 
lar of thoſc very Tranſactions, 
which he has ſo Faichfully and 

A 3 Judi- 
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To the King. | 


Judiciouſly related : Then by 
giving his Thoughts the ſame 
Beauty in our Language which 
they had in the Original ; and 
wiuch I moſt ofall cadeavour'd, 
the ſame force and perſpicui- 
ty: Both of which 1 hope I 
have perform'd with ſome 
Exactneſs, and without any 
Conſiderable Miſtake. But of 
this Your Majeſty 1s the trucſt 
Judge, who arc fo great a Ma- 
ſter of the Original, and who 
having read this picce when 
it firſt was publiſh'd, 'can cafily 
find out my Failings, bur to 
my Comtlort can more cafily 
torgive them: I confels1 cou'd 
never have laid hold on thar 
Vertue of Your Royal Clemen- 
cy at a more unſcaſonablc 
time; when your Enenues have 
ſo far abusd it, that Pardons 
are 
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To the King. 


are grown dangerous to Your 
Safety, and conſequently to 
the Welfare of Your Loyal 
Subjects : Burt trequeat forgive- 
neſs is their Encouragement, 
they have the Sanctuary in 
their Eyc betore they attempt 
the Crime, and take all mea- 
ſures of Security, either not to 
need a Pardon, if they itrike the 
Blow, or to have it granted it 
they tail: Upon the whole mat- 
ter Your Majeſty 1s not upon 
equal Terms with them, You 
are {ti!] forgiving, and they 
{ti]l defigning againſt Your Sa- 
cred Lite ; Your principle 1s 
Mercy , theirs invererate Ma- 
lice ; when one onely Wards, 
and the other Strikes, the pro- 
ſpect 1s ſad on the dcfentive 
tide. Hercules as the Pocts tell 
us had no advantage on Ante#s 
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To the King. 


by his often throwing him on 
che 'ground : for he laid him 
nely in his Mothers Lap,which 
n eftc&t was but doubling his 


.Strength to renew the Combat. 


Theſe Sons of Earth arc never 
to be truſted in their Mother 
Element : They muſt be hoy- 
ſed into the Air and Strangled. 


1t the Experiment of Clemency 


were new, if it had not been 
often try'd without Effect, or 
rathcr with Effects quite con- 
trary to the intentions of Your 
Goodneſs, your Loyal Subjects 
are generous enough to pity 
their Countrey-men , though 
Offenders: But when that pity 
has been always found ro draw 
into example of greater Miſ- 


_ Chiefs ; when they continually 


behold both Your Majcſty and 
themſclycs expos'd to —_ 
the 


*% a caunhy 
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To theiKing. 


the Church, the Government, 
the Succeſſion ſtill threatned , 
Ingratitude fo far from being 
Converted by gentle means, 
that it is turn'd at laſt into the 
nature of the damn'd, deſirous 
of Revenge, and harden'd jn 
Impenitence ; Tis time at 
length, for ſelf preſervation to 
cry out for Juſtice, and to lay 
by Mildneſs when it ceaſes to 
be a Vertue. Almighty God 
has hitherto Miraculouſly pre- 
ſery'd You; but who knows 
how long the Miracle will con- 
tinuc ? His Ordinary Operatt- 
ons are by ſecond Cauſes, and 
then Reaſon will conclude thar 
to be preſery'd, we ought to 
uſe the lawfull means of pre- 
ſervation. If on the other 
fide 1t be thus Argu'd, that 
of many Attempts one may 

A 4 poſlibly 


Toon Kyegy 
poſſibly, take place, if preven-- 
ring Juſtice, be;not. 7,0 d. 
a ant! O kenders 3; VV ACTE7,! 
nizuns but that we.implore. the , 
Divine Afſiſtance to Avert that , 
Juggment :| which 1s no, more. 
chan;ro deſire of God to work. 
another, and another, and in 
Concluſion 'a whole Serzes of 
Muacles. . This, vir, is the ge- 
nexal- voice; of all, true, Engliſh- 
mer ; 1 night call it the; Loy- 
al Addreſs" of three Nations in- 
firutely ſolicitous of Your Satc- 
ty,, which includes their own 
Profperity., Tis indeed an high 
melumprion for a man fo in- 
contiderable, as; I am to, pre- 
{cnt it, but Zcal,-and,dutitull 
Aﬀectian in an' Aﬀair of this 
* Impgrtance, will make, every 
' good | Subject a "Counſellor : 
Dis (in my Opinion ) the Telt 
\ of 
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To, the King * 
of Loyalty, and to. be cither a. 
Friend-or Foc.to the Govern- 
ment, .nccds no-\other diſtin- 
jon than to. deelaze ar- this 
tume, cither for Remniſneſs, or 
Juſtice. I ſaid atthistme, be- 
cauſe I look not on the. Storm 
as Oyerblown. 'Tis ſtill a gufſty 
kind of Weather : - there is a 
kind of Sickneſs in the Air z it 
ſeems indeed to be. clear'd up 
for ſome few. hours-;! bur the 
Wing- ful blowing from. the 
ſame Corner; and when new 
matcer-15 gather'd into a body, 
will nor fail to bring it round 
and pour upon us a ſecond 
Tempeſt, 1 ſhall be glad to 
be found a falſe Prophet ; but 
he was certainly Inſpir'd, who 
when he ſaw a licle Cloud: ari- 
ling from the Sea, and that:no- ' 
bigger than a hand, gave im- 
mediate 


To the King. 


mediate notice to the King, 
that he might mount the Cha- 
riot, before he was overtaken 
by the Storm. If fo much 
Care was taken of an Idola- 
crous King, an Uſurper, a Per- 
ſccutour, and a Tyrant, how 
much more vigilant ought we 
to be ut the Concernments of 
a Lawtull Prince, a Father of 
his Countrey, and a Defender 
of the Faith, who ſtands cx- 
pos'd by his too much Mercy 
ro the unwearied and endleſs 
Confpiracies of Paricides ? He 
was a better Prince than the 
former.whom I mention'd out 
of the Sacred Hiſtory, and the 
Alluhon comes yet more cloſe, 
who ſtopp'd his hand after 
the third Arrow : Three Victo- 
ries were indeed obtain'd, but 
the effect of often ſhooting had 


been 


To the King. 


been the total Deſtruction of 
his Enemies. To come yet 
nearer, Henry the Fourth, Your 
Royal Grandfather, whoſe Vic- 
tories, and the Subverſion of 
the League, are the main Ar- 
gument of this Hiſtory, was a 
Prince moſt Clement in his 
Nature, he forgave his Rebels, 
and receiv'd them all into 
Mercy, and ſome of them in- 
to Favour, but it was not till 

he had fully yanquiſh'd them : 
* they were ſenſible of their Im- 
piety, they ſubmitted, and his 
Clemency was not extorted 
from him, it was his Free-gift, 
and it was ſeaſonably given. 
I with the Caſe were here the 
ſame, I confeſs it was not much 
unlike it at Your Majeſty's hap- 
py Reſtauration, yer ſo much 
If the parallel was then 'want- 
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To the King. 
ing , that the Amneſty you 
cave, produc'd not all the de- 
ir d Effects. © For our Scdts; . 
arc of a more obſtinate Nature 
than were thoſe Leaguing Ca- 


. 
> \ Sx. _ 


hg 


tholiques, who WCcre aiways for F 
a King, and yet more, the £ 
X , W 
major part of them wou'd have F 
him of the Royal Stem : Burt ©? 
our Afociators and Sectaries are E 
men of Commonwealth prin-= ©#® 
, Rs > . 
ciples, and though their firſt 1 


ſtroke was onely'aim'd ar the 
immediate Succeſhon, it was 
moſt manifeſt that it wou'd not. 
there have ended ; for at the 
ſame time .they were hewing 
at your Royal Prerogatives : 
So that the next Succeſlor, if 
there had been any, mitt 
have been a precarious Prince, 

and depended on them for the 
neceſlaries of Life. But _— 
an 
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To the King. 


and more Outragious - pro- 
ceedings, your Majcſty has al 
ready ſhewn your ſelf juſtly 
ſenſible in Your Declaration , 
after the Diſſolution of the laſt 
Parliament, which put an end 
to the Arbitrary Encroach- 
ments of a Popular Faction: 
Since which time 1t has plcas'd 
Almighty God fo to proſper 
Your Afﬀairs , 'that without 
ſearching into the ſecrets of 
Divine Providence, 'tis cvident 
Your Magnanimuty and Re- 
ſolution, nextunder him, have 
been the 1immcdate Cauſe of 
Your Safety and our- preſent 
Happineſs. By Wag par of 
which Storm, may I preſume 
to ſay it without Flattery, You 
have perform'd a Greater and 
more Glorious work than all 
the Conqueſts of Your Neigh- 


bours 


To the. King. 


bours. For 'tis not difficult fo - 
a Great Monarchy well united, 
and making uſe of Advantages, 
to extend its Limuts © but to 
be preſs'd with wants, ſurroun- 
ded with dangers, Your Au- 
thority undermined in Popular 
Afſlemblies, Your Sacred Life 
attempted - by a Conſpiracy , 
Your Royal Brother forc'd 
from Your Arms, inone word 
to Govern a Kingdom which 
was cither poſleſs'd, or turn'd 
into a Bedlam, and yet in the 
midſt of ruine to ſtand firm, 
 undaunted, and reſolv'd, and 
at laſt co break through all 
theſe difficulties , and diſpell 
them, this is indeed an Action 
which is worthy the Grand- 
fon of Henry the Great. Du- 
ring all this violence of Your 


Enenues Your Majcſty has con- 
| tended 


To the Kang. 


. tended with Your natural Cle- 
mency to make ſome Exam- 
ples of Your Juſtice, and they 
themſelves will acknowledge 
that You have not urg'd the 
Law againſt them, but have 
been preſs'd and conſtrain'd by 
it toinflict puniſhments in Your 
own defence, and in the mean 
time to watch evcry Opportu- 
nity of —_—_— Mercy , when 
there was the leaſt probability 
of Repentance: ſo that they 
who have ſuffter'd may be tru- 
ly ſaid to have forc'd the Sword 
of ' Juſtice out of Your hand, 
and to have done Execution 
on themſelves. But by how 
much the more You have been 
willing to ſpare them, by ſo 
much has their Impudence in- 
creas'd, and if by this Mildneſs 
they recoyer from the Great 
Froſt, 


is. to make- them ſenſible of 
their Errors, and+this Your 
Majeſty out of Your Fatherly 
Indulgence amongſt other Ex- 
periments which _ You ; haye 
made, 1s pleasdro allow them 
1n this Book'; which you haye 

- Commianded to be.Tranſlaced 
for the publique benefat 3; thar 
at leaſt all ſuch as, are not wil- 
fully blind, may View 1n1t,. as 
in a Glaſs, their own .deformu- 
ties : *For neyer was there a 
plainer 


To the King. 


plainer Parallel than of the 
Troubles of France, and of 
Great Britain; of their Leagues, 
Covenants, Aflociations, and 
Ours ; of their Calvinifts, and 
our Presbyterians : they are all 
of the ſame Farfiily, and 7iti- 
an's famous Table of the Altar 
piece with the Pictures of Vene- 
tian Senatours from Great- 
Grandfather to Great-Grand- 
ſon, ſhews not more the Re- 
ſemblance of a Race than this: 
For as there, ſo here, the Fea- 
turcs are alike in all, there 1s 
nothing but the Age that makes 
the ditterence, otherwife the 
Old man of an hundred and 
the Babe in Swadling-clourts; 
that is to ſay, 1584, and 1684. 
have but a Century and a Sea 
betwixt them, to be the fame. . 
But I have preſura'd roo much 

a upon 


To the Kang. 
upon Your Majeſty's time al- 
ready, and this 15 not the place 
to ſhew that reſemblance , 
which is but too manifeſt in 
the whole Hiſtory. *Tis enough 
to ſay Your Majcſty has allow'd 
our Rebcls a greater Favour 
than the Law ; You have gj- 
yen them the Bencfit of ther 
Clergy : if they can bur read 
and will be honeſt enough to 
apply it, they may be ſay'd. 

od Almighty give an anſwc- 
rable ſucceſs to this Your Royal 
Act of Grace, may they all rc- 
pent, and be united as the Bo- 
dy to their Head. May that 
Ircaſury of Mercy which 1s 
within Your Royal Breaſt have 
leave to be powr'd forth upon 
them, when they put them- 
{clves in a condition of recci- 
ving it; And in the meantime 

permut 


To the King, 


rmit me to Implore ic ham- 
bly for my felt, and let m 
Preſumption 1n this bold Ad- 
dreſs be forgiven to the Zeal 
which I have to Your Service, 
and to the PRE. good. To 
conclude, may You never haye 
a worſe meaning Offender at 
Your feet, than him who be- 
ſides his Duty and his Natural 
inclinations, has all manner of 


Obligations to be perperually, 
Sr, 
Tour Majeſty's moſs humble, 


moſt Obedient, and moſt faithful 


Subjett, and Servant 


John Dryden. 


THE 


THE 
AUTHOUR'S 


Dedication to the 


French King, 


SIR, 


| ws which being well uni- 
ted, as we now behold it, 
under the Glorious Reign of your 
Majeſty, might give law to all the 
World ; was upon the point of ſelf 
Deftrufion, by the diviſion which 
was raisd in it by two fatal 
Leagues of Rebels : the one in 
the middle, and the other to- 
a 3 wards 


The Authour's Dedication 
wards the latter end of the laft 


+ produc'd the firſt, a- 
gainſt the true Religion : Ambi- 
tion under the Maſque of Zeal 
gave birth to the ſecond , with 
pretence of maintaining what 
the other woud have ruin'd: and 
both of them ,, though implacable 
Enemies to each other, yet agreed 
in this, that each of them 'at di- 
vers times, ſet up the Standard 
of Rebellion againſt our Kings. 
The crimes of the former I have 
ſet forth in the Hiſtory of Cal- 
wviniſm, which made that impious 
League in France, againſt the 
Lord and his Anointed ; and I 
diſcover the Wickedneſs of the lat- 
ter in this Work, which IT preſent 
to your Majeſty, as the fruit of 
my exat Obedience to thoſe com- 
mands with which you have been 
| pleas'd 


to the French King, 


pleas'd to honour me. I have endea- 
wour d to perform them , with ſo- 
much the greater ſatisfaflion to 
my ſelf, becauſe I believ'd that in 
reading this Hiſtory, the falſehood 
of ſome advantages which the 
Leaguers and Huguenots have 
aſcrib'd to themſelves, may be ea- 
fily diſcern'd. Theſe by boaſting 
as they frequently do, even at this 
day, that they ſet the Crown on 
the Head of King Henry the 
Fourth ; thoſe that their League 
was the cauſe of his converſion. 
I hope the world will ſoon be diſ- 
abusd of thoſe miſtakes; and 
that it will be clearly ſeen ,, that 
they were the Catholiques of the 
Royal Party, who next under 
God, produc'd thoſe two effefs , 
ſo advantageous to France. We 
are owing for neither of them 
to thoſe two unhappy Leagues , 


a 4 which 


The Authour's Dedication 


which were the moſfi dangerous 
Enemies to the proſperity of the 
Kingdom: And 'tis manifeſt at 
this preſent time, that the glo- 
ry of triumphing over both of 
them, was reſery'd by the Di- 
wine Providence, to our Kings 
of the Imperial Stem of Bour- 
bon. 
Henry the Fourth ſubdued and 
reduc'd the League of the falſe 
Zealots, by the invincible Force 
of his Arms, and by the wonder- 
full attraions of his Clementy ; 
Lewis the Fuſt diſarm'd that 
of the Calviniſts by the taking 
of Rochelle, and other. places , 
which thoſe Heretiques had moul- 
ded into a kind of Common- 
wealth, againſt their Sove- 
raign. And Lewis the Great, 
without employing other Arms 
than thoſe of his Ardent Cha- 
rity 


tothe French King, 


rity, and incomparable Zeal 
for the Converſion of Prote- 
ſtants, accompanied by the Ju- 
flice of his Laws, has reduc'd 
it to that low condition, that 
we have reaſon to believe, we 
ſhall behold its ruine, by the 
repentance of thoſe, who being 
deluded and held back by their 
Minifters,, continue flill in their 
erroneous belief , rather through 
ignorance than malice. And 
this is it, which when atcom- 
pliſh'd will ſurpaſs even all thoſe 
other wonders which daily are be- 
held, under your moft auſpicious 
Government. 

Undoubtedly, Sir, your Maje- 
ftly has perform'd by your Viftori- 
ous Arms, your generous good- 
neſs, and your more than Royal 
magnificence, all thoſe great and 
Heroique ations, which will oy 
(4 
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The Authour's Dedication 
be the admiration of the World , 
and infinitely above the commen- 
dations which future Apes, in imi- 
tation of the preſent, will conſe- 
crate to your immortal memo- 
ry. T1 preſume not to undertake 
that ſubjef, becauſe it has al- 
ready drain'd the praiſes of the 
nobleſi Pens , which yet have 
uot been able to raiſe as to that 
-Idea of you, which we ought 
jufily to conceive : I ſhall onely 
ſay, that what you have done with 
fo much Prudence, Fuſtice, and 
Glory, by extending the French 
Monarchy to its ancient bounds, 
and rendring it, as it is at pre- 
ſent , as flouriſhing, and as much 
reſpeted by all the World, as 
it ever has been, under the 
greateſt and moſt renown'd of all 
- our Monarchs, is nat ſo great in 


the fight of God , as what your 
Majeſty, 


to the French King, 
Majeſty performs daily, with fo 
much Piety, Zeal, and good 
ſucceſs, in augmenting the King- 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt, and procu- 
ring the Converſion of our Pro- 
teſtants, by thoſe gentle and ef- 
ficacious means which yox have 
us d. : 

This, Str, is without excep- 
tion, the moſt glorious of all 
your Conqueſts, and while you 
continue to enjoy 0n earth that 
undiſputed glory, which your 6- 
ther ations have acquir'd you, 
is preparing an eternal triumph 
for you inthe Heavens. 

'Tis what is continually im- 
plord of God, in his moſt ar- 
dent Prayers, who enjoying the 
abundant favours of your Ma- 
jeſty, lives at this day the 
moſt happy of Mankind , under 
your moſt powerfull Protection , 
and 


The Authour's Dedication,0sc. 
| end is moſt obligd to continue 
all his life, with all imaginable 
= ReſpeF and Zeal, 


| | Sir, 

(| ' Your Majeſty's moſt Obedient 
li | and moſt Faithfull 
il "oh Subje& and Servant 


Lowis Maimbourg, 


THE 
AUTHOUR'S 
Advertiſement to the 


READER. 


Ince perhaps there are ſome, who 
may think themſelves concern'd 
in this Hiſtory, becauſe they are the 
Grand-children or Deſcendants of thoſe 
who are here mention'd, I defirethem 
to conſider , that Writing like a faith- 
full Hiſtorian, I am oblig'd ſincere 
to relate cither the good or ill, whic 
they have done. If they find them- 
ſelves offended, they muſt take their 
fatisfation on thoſe who have pre- 
{crib'd the Laws of Hiſtory : let them 
ive an account of their own rules ; 
Hiſtorians are indiſpenſably bound 
to follow them ; and the ſum of our 
reputation 
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The Authour's Advertiſement 


reputation conſiſts in a punCtual exe- 
Thus as t pretend not to have de- 
ſerv'd their thanks in ſpeaking well of 
their Relations, ſo I may reaſonabl 
conclude, that they ought not to with 
me ill, whers I; ſay. what & not much 
to their advantage. I faithfully rthte, 
what I find written in good Authours, 
or in particalar- Memowes, which I 
ztake for good, after I have throughly 
examin'd them. | 
. I db yet more; for conſidering that 
no man is bound to believe, when I 
fay in general that I have had the uſe 
of good Manuſcripts, on whoſe credie 
I give you what 1s not otherwhere to 
be had ; 1 ſincerely and particularly 
point. out the originals from whence [ 
drew theſe truths ; and am fully con- 
vinc'd, that every Hiſtorian, who 
hopes to gain the belief of his Reader, 
ought. to tranſatt in the ſame manner. 
For if there were no more to be done, 
than barely to ſay, I have found fuch 
or ſuch an extraordinary paſlage in 
an authentique Manuſcript, without” 
giving a more .particular account of 
it under pretence of being bound to 


Secrecy, 


to the Reader. 


, there is no kind of Fable 
which by this means might not be 
ſlurr'd upon the Reader for a truth. 
Ah Anne ns tell many a luſty 
lye, but a er, Who were not a 
very credulous fool, or a very com- 
plaifant Gentleman, wou'd have a 
care of believing him. *Tis for this 
reaſon that I have always mark'd in 
my margents, the Books, Relations, 
and Memoires, whether Printed or 
Manuſcripts, from whence I take the 
fubſtance of my-Relations. 

One of thoſe Writers, of whom I 
have made moſt uſe, is Monſieur Peter 
Vittor Cayet; in his Nine years Chro- 
nology, containing the Hiſtory of the 
Wars of Henry the Fourth. Becauſe 
he having always follow'd that Prince, 
ſince he was plac'd in his ſervice to- 

ether with Monſieur de la Gancherie 
who was his Preceptor ) 'tis ex- 
ceeding probable, that he was better 
inform'd of the paſlages of thoſe 
times, of which he was an eye witneſs, 
than others who kad not that advan- 
tage. 

y, what elſe concerns him , he 
was one of the moſt Learned - 


to the Reader. . 


able Miniſters which our Proteſtants 
have ever had: and in that quality 
ſerv'd Madam Catharine the King's 
Siſter, till about two years after the 
Converſion of that great Prince, he 
acknowledg'd the true Catholiqgue Re- 
ligion, and made his Solemn abju- 
ration of Hereſie at Parw. He alfo 
publiſh'd the motives of his Con- 
verſion in a Learned Treatiſe, which 
was receiv'd with great applauſe both 
in France and in Foreign Countries; 
and his example, fortifid with the 
ſtrong reaſons of a man ſo able as he 
was, to which no ſolid anſwer was 
ever given, was immediately follow'd 
by the Converſion of a great number 
of Proteſtants, who by his means 
came to underſtand the falſhood 
of their Religion pretendedly re- 
form'd. 4 

This aRion ſo infinitely netled his 
—_— Brotherhood of —— -_ 

y grew outrageous againſt him. 
They oo ponay 4 es with 
full cry, and endeavour'd to blacken 
it with a thouſand horrible calum- 
nies, - with which they ſtuff'd their 
Libels, and amongſt others, - that 
which 
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which they have inſerted into the 
Memoires of the Leagae, with the 
greateſt. villany imaginable , taking 
no notice of the ſolid and convin- 
cing anſwers he made them. Which 
proceeding of , theirs is ſufficient to 
diſcover the falſity of all they 
have Written to Defame him, accor- 
ding to the Libelling genius of Pres- 
bytery. | 

For, of all Heretiques, none have 
been more cruel, or morefoul-mouth'd 
than the Calviniſts ; none have re- 
veng'd themſelves of their pretended 
Enemies more barbarouſly, either by 
open Arms, or private miſchiefs , 
when the power was in their hands; 


.or more impudentiy with their Pens, 


and by their Libels, when they had 
no other way to ſhew their malice ; 
murthering their reputations with all 
ſorts of injuries and impoſtures, who 
have once declar'd themſelves againſt 
their Party, 

In effett, what have- they not faid 
to defame the memory of Monſieur 
de Sponde, Lieutenant General in Ro- 
chelle, of Salette Counſellour to the 
King of Navarre, of Morlas Coun- 

b 'ſellour 
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ſellour of State and Superintendant »f 
the Magazines of France, as alſo of Du 
Fay, Clairville, Rohan, and a hundred 
others of their moſt celebrated Mi- 
niſters, whoafter having been eſteem'd 
amongſt them for good men, and 
look'd on as the Leaders of their Con- 
ſiſtory, are by a ſtrange ſort of Me- 
tamorphoſis, become on the ſudden , 
Profligate Wretches, and the moſt 
infamous of mankind, onely for re- 
nouncing Calviniſm 2 By how many 
Forgeries and Calumnies have they 
endeavour'd to ruine the repute of all 
ſuch Catholiques as have the moſt vi- 
| nga. oppos'd their Hereſie 2 Hi- 
tory will furniſh us with abundant 
proofs: and we have but too many in 
the Fragments , which Monſieur Le 
Laboreur has given us of their inſo- 
lent Satyrs, where they ſpare not 
the moſt inviolable and Sacred things 
on Earth ; not even their anointed So- 
veraigns. 

For which Reaſon, that Writer in a 
certain Chapter of his Book, wherein 
he mentions but a ſmall parcel of 
thoſe Libels, atter he has ſaid, that 
the moſt venomous Satyriſts, and the 
greatelt 
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greateſt Libertines, were thoſe of the 
Huguenot party's adds theſe memorable 
words. © I ſhould have been aſham'd 
* to havercad all thoſe Libels, for the 
<* Blaſphemiesand Impieties with which 
« they are filld, if that very conſidera- 
* tion had not been ayding to confirm 
* me in the belief, that there was more 
* wickedneſs, than either errour or 
* blindneſs in their Doctrine ; and that 
* their Morals were even more corrupt 
* than their opinions. 

He aſſures us in another place, that 
theſe new Evangeliſts, have made en- 
tire Volumes of railing, of which he 
has ſeen above forty Manuſcripts, and 
that there needed no other arguments 
to decide the difference betwixt the 
two Religions, and to elude the fair 
pretences of theſe reforming Innova- 
rours, 

So , that all they have ſcribbled, 
with ſo much (I will not fay violence 
but ) madneſs againſt the Szeur Cayer, 
immediately upon his Converſion, can- 
not doe him the leaſt manner of pre- 
judice, no more than .their ridiculous 
prediftion wherein they foretold, that 
it wou'd not be long before he woud 
| b 2 
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be neither Zuguenct nor Catholique - 
but that he wou'd ſet up a third party 
betwixt the two Religions. For he 
ever continr'd to live ſo well amongſt 
the Catholiques, that after he had given 
on all occaſions large proofs, both of 
his Virtue and of his Faith, he was 
thought worthy to receive the order of 
Prieſthood , and the Degree of Doc- 
tor in Divinity, and was Reader 
and Profeſſour Royal of the Oricntal 
Tongues. 
Now ſeeing in the year 1605 , ten 
years after his Converſion , he had 
publiſh'd his Septenary Chronology , 
of the Peace which was made at Yer- 
wins in the year 1598. Some of the 
reateſt Lords at Court, who under- 
ood his Merit and had ſeen him with 
the King, (by whom he had the ho- 
nour- to be well known and much 
eſteem'd, ) oblig'd him to add'to the 
Hiſtory of the Peace, that of the War, 
which that great Prince made during 
Nine years after his coming to the 
Crown , till the Peace of Yervins : 
w hich he perform'd inthe three Tomes 
"of his Nine years Chronology, Prin- 
ted at Pars, in the year 1608; in 
which 
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which before he proceeds to the Reign 
of Henry the Fourth , he makes an 
abridgment of the moſt conſiderable 
paſſages in the Leagse, to the death 
of Henry the third. And 'tis partly 
from this Authour , and partly from 
ſuch others, as were Eye-witneſles of 
what they wrote , whether in Printed 
Books, or particular Memoires , that 
I have drawn thoſe things, which 
are related by me in this Hiſtory. I 
am not therefore my ſelf the witneſs, 
nor as an Hiſtorian do I take upon 
me to decide the Merit of theſe aQti- 
ons , whether they are blameable or 
praiſe-worthy ; 1 am onely the Relater 
of them ; and fince in that quality, I 
pretend not to be believ'd on my own 
bare word, and that I quote my Au- 
thours who are my Warrantees , as I 
have done in all my Hiſtories, I be- 
lieve my ſelf to ſtand exempted from 
any juſt reproaches, which can be 
faſten'd on me for my writing. 

On which Subject I think it may 
be truly ſaid, that if inſtead of exami- 
ning matters of Fact, and enquiring 
whether they are truly or falſely re- 
preſented ; that conſideration be 
b 3 laid 
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laid aſide, and the queſtion taken up, 
whether ſuch or fuch ations were 
good or bad, and matter of right plea- 
ded, whether they deſerv'd to be con- 
demn'd or praisd; it wou'd be- but 
loſs of time in unprofitable diſcourles, 
in which an Hiſtorian is no way con- 


. cern'd. For in concluſion, he is onely 


anſwerable for ſuch things as he re- 
ports , on the credit of thoſe from 
whom he had them ; ' taking from 
each of them ſome particulars, of 
which the reſt are ſilent, and com- 
piling out of all of them a new body 
of Hiſtory, which is of a quite diffe- 
rent Mould and faſhion , from any of 
the Authours who have written be- 
fore him. 

And 'tis this, in which conſiſts a 
great part of the delicacy and beauty 
of theſe kinds of Works, and which 
produces this effect ; that keeping al- 
ways in the moſt exaCt limits of truth, , 
yet an Authour may lawfully pretend 
to the glory of the invention, having 
the ſatisfaCtion of ſetting forth a new 
Hiſtory , though Writing onely the 
paſſages of a former Age , he can re- 
late almoſt nothing , but what has 
been 


to the Reader. 


been written formerly, either in prin- 
ted Books, or Manuſcripts ; which 
though kept up in private and little 
known, . are notwithſtanding, not 
the Work of him who writes the 
Hiſtory. 

As to what remains, none ought 
to wonder, that I make but one ſingle 
Volume on this Subje& , though the 
matter of it is of vaſt extent. I take 
not upon me to tell all that has been 
done, on occaſion of the League, in 
all the Provinces, nor to deferibe all 
the Sieges ; the taking and ſurpriſing 
of ſo many places, which were ſome- 
times for the King, and at other times 
for the League ; or all thoſe petty 
Skirmiſhes which have drawn, ( if I 
may have liberty ſo to expreſs my 
felt ) ſuch deluges of Bloud from the 
veins of France. All theſe particulars 
ought to be the ingredients of the Ge- 
neral Hiſtory of this Nation , under 
the Reigns of the two laſt Fenrzes, 
which may be read in many famous 
Hiſtorians ; and principally um the laſt 
Tome of the late Monſieur de Mezeray, 
who'has ſurpaſs'd himſelt, in that part 
of his great work. 

b 4 I con- 
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I confine my undertaking with- 
in the compaſs of what is moſt 
eſſential in the particular Hiſtory of 
the Leagze , and have onely applid 
my felf to the diſcovery of its true 
Origine, to unriddle its intrigues and 
artifices, and find out the molt ſecret 
motives, by which the Heads of that 
Conſpiracy have afted, to which the 
magnificent Title of the Foly Z/nion, 
has been given with ſo much injuſtice : 
and in conſequence of this , to make 
an exaCt deſcription of the principal 
actions, and the greateſt and moſt 
ſignal events, which decided the for- 
tune of the League ; and this in ſhort 
is the Model of my Work. 

As for the end which I propos'd to 
my ſelf, in conceiving it, I may bold- 
vl ſay, that it was to give a plain un- 

erſtanding to all ſuch, as ſhall read 
this Hiſtory, that all forts of Aſſocia- 
tions which are form'd againſt lawfull 
Soveraigns , particularly when the 
Confpiratours endeavour to- diſguiſe 
them, under the ſpecious pretence of 
Religion and Piety, as did the Z/ugue- 
nots and Leaguers, are at all times moſt 
criminal in the ſight of God, and moſt 
commonly 
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commonly of unhappy and fatal Con- 

ſequence tc thoſe, who are either 

the Authours or Accomplices of the 
rime. 
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The firſt Book. 


He General model of the League, 
l its Origine , its deſign, and the 
Succeſs it had quite contrary to 
the end which was propos'd by it. In 
what it reſembled the League of Calvi- 
niſm. The condition in which France was 
at the return of Henry the third from 
Poland. The il} Counſell which he fol- 
lowd at the beginning of his Reign, in 
Tenuimg the War. The C Cs 
an 
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aud Charatter of that Prince. The ſur- 
prifing change which was found in his 
Carriage , and in hs Manners. The 
conjunttion of the Politicks , or Malecon- 
fents with the Huguenots. Their pow- 
-rfull Army Commanded by the Duke -4 
Alanſon. The Peace which was made 
y the —_— of the Queen Mother, 
hich produc'd the Editt of May very 
favourable to the Huguenots. This 
Editt is the occaſion of the Birth of the 
League. TZhe League was firſt devisd 
by the Cardinal of Lotrain at the Coun- 
cil of Trent. Fe leaves the defign 
behind him to his Nephew the Duke of 
Guiſe. T7he Conference and ſecret Trea- 
ty betwixt that Duke, and Don John of 
Auſtria. By what means Philip the 
Second diſcover d it, and made uſe of 
it to engage the Duke to take up Arms. 
The Commendation of the Duke of Guile, 
and_ his Charafter. How that Duke 
made uſe of the Lord of Humieres to be- 
gin the League. The Projett of Hu- 
mieres, his Articles and his Progreſs. 
The Lord Lewis de la Trimouille, de- 
clares himſelf Head of it in Poitou, The 
firſt Eſtates of Blois, wherein the King, 
to weaken that party , declares boner 
Hea 
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Head of it, by advice of the Sieur de 
'Morvillier. 7he Commendation and 
Charatter of that Great man. What kind 
of man the Advocate David was. His ex» 
travagant memoires. The Juſtification of 
Pope Gregory the 13th. againſt the 
flander of the Huguenots , who wou'd 
make him the Authour of it. The 
Edift of May revok'd in the Eſtates. 
The War againſt the Huguenots, ſud- 


.denly follow'd by a Peace, and by the 
 Editt of Poitiers, in their favour, which 


exrages the Leaguers. The Reſtaura- 
tion of the Order of the Holy Gheſt, by 
Henry the third, to make himſelf a 
new Militia againff the League. The 
Duke of Alanſon #» Flanders, where he 
zs declar'd Duke of Brabant. 


This occaſions Philip the ſecond to 
Preſs the Duke of Guiſe to declare him- 
ſelf. He does it a little after the 
Death of the Duke of Alanſon. The 
Conferences of the Duke of Eſpernon 
with the King of Navarre , Jy 
him with an occafion. Fe makes uſe of 
the old Cardinal of Bourbon , and ſets 
him up for a Stale. The great weakneſs 
of that Cardinal. The Hiſtory of the 
ginning 
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1 Does the Progreſs, the Arts and 


the Deſigns of the Lon of the 16 0 
Paris. The Treaty of the Duke of Gui 


with the Deputies of the King of Spain. 
He begins Le War by ſurprifing many 
Towns. The general hatred to the Fa- 
wourites , and eſpecially to the Duke of 
Eſpernon, cauſes many y great Lords to 
at firſt War of 

the League hinders the Re-union of the 
Low Countries to the Crown, and alſo the 
Ruin of the Huguenots. Marſeilles 
and: Bourdeaux ſecar'd from the At- 
tempts of the League. The generons 
Declaration of the King bl Navarre a- 
gainſt the Leaguers, and the too mild 
Declaration of the King. The Confe- 
rence and Treaty of Nemours , and the 
Editt of July, in favour of the Lea- 
guers againſt the Huguenors. - The U- 
nion of the King of Navarre , and the 
Prince of Conde with the Marſbal of 
Damville. The death of Gregory the 
= and Creation of Sixtus Quintus. 
thundring Bull of that Pope a- 
gainſt the King of Navarre and the 
Prince of Conde. Diſcourſes and Writ- 
ings againſt that Bull. Proteſtation of 
the King of Navarre, poſted up at Rome. 
he 
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The War in Poitou, with the ſmall 
(ucceſs of the Duke of Mayenne. 


The Marſhalls Matignon and Biron, 
break his meaſures under-hand. The 
Hiſtory of the unfortunate expedition 
of the Prince of Conde at Angiers. The 
Diſſolution of hu Army. The Ordinances 
of the King againſt the ns pay 
The form which they were made to fig 
at their Converſion. The Embaſſy of 
the Proteſtant Princes of Germany, who 
demand of the King the Revocation of 
hs Editts. The firm and generous An- 
ſwer of the King , the Conference of St. 
Brix, the /mpoſtures of the Leaguets, 
the beginning of the Brotherhood of Pe- 
nitentiaries. 7he King eſtabliſhes one 
in Paris, wherein he enrolls himſelf. 
The Inſolence of the Preachers of the 
League. The ſcandalous Emblem which 
was made againſt the King. The Impu- 
dence of Dr. Poncet, and his Puniſh- 
ment, The King uſes his endeavours 
to no purpoſe for a Peace, and at laſt re- 
ſolves upon a War. 
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The Contents of the Second 
Book. 


WH Duke of Guiſe complains to 
the King of the Infringments 

which he pretends were made to the 
Treaty of Nemours. The Anſwer to 
thoſe Complaints which were found un- 
reaſonable. The Deſign of the King in 
the War which he is ford to make. The 
Fortune and Riſe of the Duke of Joyeule, 
his good and ill qualities. Fe commands 
the Royal Army againſt the King of Na- 
varre. 41s Exploits in Poitou, with 
thoſe of the King of Navarre, the Bat- 
tel of Courtras.The Difference of the two 
Armies ; how they were drawn up. The 
firſt ſheck advantageous tothe Duke, the 
general Defeat of his Army , the com- 
plete Vittory of the King of Navarre, 
his Heroick Valour in the Battel , and 
his admirable Clemency after the Vido- 
ry. He knews not how to uſe it, or will 
not, aud for what reaſon. The Review of 
the Army of the Reyters in the Plain 
of Strashgurgh. T7he. Birth. aud the 
Quality 
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Quality of the Baron of Dona. The Duke 
of Guife undertakes with ſmall Forces 
to ruin that great Army. The Spoils 
which it committed in Lortain. The 
Reaſons why the Duke of Lorrain wou'd 
not have the paſſage of that Army 9: 
por'd. The Deſcription of the admirable 
Retreat of the Duke of Guiſe at Pont 
St. Vincent. The Entry of the Reyters 


into France. The Dake of Guiſe perpe-: 
The 


tually harraſſes them. Army Royal 
at Gien. The Ning goes to i it 
in Perſon, 'and- vigorouſly oppoſes the 
paſſage of the Reyters. Their conflerna- 
tion, finding quite the contrary of what 
the French Huguenots had promis'd 
them to appeaſe them. They are led into 
La Beauce. The Duke of Guiſe fol- 
lows them. The deſcription of the 
Attacque and _ of Vimory, where 
he ſurpriſes and 

ters. A gallant Aion of the Duke of 
Mayenne. The Retreat at Mont Argis. 
The Sedition in the Foreign Army after 
that Viftory. The Arrival of the Prince 
of Conty , Lieutenant General to the 
King of Navarre , reſtores them to Joy 
Jo, Obedience. The Duke of Guile 
having reſeryd to himſelf but 5000 
men, 


efeats a Party of Rey-. 
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men', fears not to follow the Reyters 
as far as Aunceau. The Situation of 
that Borough. The Baron of Dona 
(uuarters there with the Reyters. The 
Duke of Guiſe. diſpoſes himſelf to at- 
tacque them there. He gains the Caps 
tain of the Caſtle, to have entrance by 
it into the Borough. The diſpoſal of 
his Army , the pe, of the Attacque, 
the Fight , the entire _ of the 
Reyters without any loſs on hi fide. The 
Treaty of the Dule of Eſpetnon with 
the remainders of thoſe Germans, their _ 
lamentable return. The Duke of Guile 
purſues them to the Frontiers of Get» ' 
many, he permits. the County of Mont 
Beliard to be plunder'd. The inſolence of 
the Leaguers after that Vittory. The tos 
great goodneſs of the Kin of which the 
ſeditious make advantageP The horrible 
flying out of Prevoſt Curate of St. Seve- 
rin, and of Boucher Curate. of St. Ben- 
net. The day of St.Severin. The ſcax« 
dalous Decree of the fattion of Dottours 
in the Sorbonne who were for the Six- 
teen. The Duke of Guile is refus'd the 
Office of Admiral , which he demands 
for Briſſac, and it is given to the Duke of 
Eſpernon his Enemy. -The C ay" 
C an 
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and Pourtrai@ of that Duke. The Hare 
which is born him, the Indignation of 
the Duke of Guiſe for his refuſal , and 
for the advancement of his Enemy, makes 
him reſolve to puſh his Fortune to the 
utmoſt. 


The Contents of the Third 
Book. 


Any Prodigies which preſag'd the 

evils to come. The Conference 

at Nancy of all the Princes of the Houſe 
of Lorrain. The Articles of the Re- 


queſt which they preſent to the King . 


againſt the Royal Authcrity. The Dij- 
mulation of the King , finding himſelf 


, preſt to anſwer it preciſely. The Death 


of the Prince of Conde, the Encomium 
of that Prince, the King at length takes 
up a reſclution 10 funiſh the Sixteen. 
His preparations fer it , the allarm of 


it taken'by the Pariſians, they implore” 


the Aſſiſtance of the Duke of Guile, who 
promiſes togive it, Monſieur de Belli- 
evre carries him the King's Orders to 
Soutlons, 
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Soiſlons, which are that he ſhow'd not 
come to Paris. The Anſwer which he 
made to Bellievre notwithſtanding that 
Order. He comes to Paris, The de- 
Foe of hu Entry, with acclamations 
and extraordinary tranſports of joy of 
the Pariſians. The irreſolution of the 
King, when he ſaw him at the Louvre. 
That which paſt at their interview, and 
in the (Queens Garden. The King com- 
mands all Strangers to depart from Pa- 
ris. The Leaguers oppoſe it, the de- 
ſcription of the day of the Barricades. 
The Count of Briſlac begins them, they 
are carried on within 50 paces of the 
Louvre, the Duke of Guiſe ſtops the 
Citizens, and cauſes the King's Souldi- 
ers to be Diſarm'd, and then recon- 
duFed into the Louvre. The true de- 
/izn of the Duke, on the day of the Bar- 
ricades * his exceſſive demands. The 
King fearing to be incompaſt, departs 
out of Paris in a pityful/ Equipage. 
The Queen Mother negotiates an accom 
modation. The Duke of Guile cunning- 
ly Reingages her in his intereſt, the re« 
queſt which he causd to be preſented to 
the King, containing Articles very pres 
Judicial to his Anthority , the diſimula- 
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tron of the King, the Baniſhment of the 
Duke of Eſpernon, the new Treaty of 
the King with the Lords of the League, 
the Edid of Reunion againſt the Hugue- 
nots, in favour of the League, the 
frigns of the King's indignation which 
brake out from him, and which he wou'd 
have hidden, the Eſtates of Blois, the 
King's Speech, at which the Leaguers 
are offended. The Duke of Guile s 
Maſter there, and cauſes reſolutions to 
be taken againſt the Authority of the 
King, and againſt the King of Navarre, 
whom the Eſtates declare incapable of 
ſucceeding to the Crown, to which the 
King will not conſent. He at length 
takes a reſolution to rid himſelf of the 
Duke of Guile, the ſecret Counſel which 
is held concerning it. The Advertiſe- 
ment which the Duke receives of it. 
The Counſel] which # gzven him, and 
which he will not follow. The Hiſtory 
of his Tragical Death, the Impriſoument 
of the principal Leaguers. Davila ma- 
wifeſtly convinc'd of falſehood, in the re 

lation which he makes of the cnferench 
betwixt the King and the Legat. Th 

Note of the King to Cardinal Moroſini. 
The. Conference which he had with that 
| Cardinal, 
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Cardinal, concerning the death of the 
Guiſes, the reſentment of Pope Sixtus 
for the ſame , the ſtrong remonſtrances 
which were made him by the Cardinal 
of Joycuſe. The opinion of that Pope a- 
gainſt the League , and againſt the 
Guiſes. He ſuſpends the expedition of 
all Bulls, till the King ſhall ſend to de- 
mand abſolution. What the Cardinal of 
Joyeule, remonſtrates to him thereupon, 
the unprofitable declarations which the 
King makes to juſtifie his attion, inſtead 
of preparing for War. The Duke of 
Mayenne. flies from Lyons into Bur- 
gundy , where he 1s abſolutely Maſter. 
The inſurreftion of Paris , on the news 
cf the death of the Guiſes. The furious 


 ®Sermons of the Preachers of the League, 


the horrible impudence of Guinceitre, 
Curate of $t. Gervais, who Preaching 
at St. Barcholomew , Commands hy 
Auditours to lift up their hands, aud 
alſo the firſt Prehdent. The horrible 
flying out of the Curate Pigenat,»in the 
Funeral Oration which he made for the 
Duke of Guiſe. The ſcandalous Decree 
of the Sorbonne, in which it is declar d 
that the French are releasd from 
their Oath of Allegiance made to the 
C 3 Ang. 
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King. The furious exceſs of rage in the 
Leaguers, 7» purſuit of that decree a- 
gainſt the King. They commit all ſorts 


of Outrages againſt him. The death of 
Queen Catharine of Medicis, her Com- { 


mendation and Pourtraitt, The King 


ſends the Dutcheſs of Nemours to Paris, 


to appeaſe the Troubles there, The 
extravagance of the petty Fenillant , 
Buſly le Clerc carries the Parliament 
Priſoners ito the Baſtille, the commenda- 
tions of the firſt Prefident Achilles de 
Harley, the names of the Preſidents, 
and of the Counſelours who foflow'd him. 
The Prefident Briſſon at the Head of 
the new Parliament of the League, 
which makes a ſolemn Oath to revenge 
the death of the Guiſes. The Leaguers 
uſe enchantments againſt the King , at 
the ſame time that Guinceſtre accuſes 
him of magick art in a full Congregation. 
The arrival of the Duke of Mayenne, 
his Encomium and hu Pourrraidt. The 
King makes him great offers in vain. 
His fortunate beginnings, the great 
number of Towns which throw them- 
ſelves into hu party. His Entry into 
Paris. Ze weakens the Counſell of Sixteen 
by encreafing their number. Fe cauſes 


himſelf 
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himſelf to be declar'd Lieutenant Gene- 
ral of the State and Crown of- France. 
The King takes though too late, the ways 
of force and rigeur. The Reaſons which 
oblige him to unite himſelf with the 
King of Navarre, the treaty of that 
Union, the advantageous offers which 
the King makes to the Lorrain Princes 
who refuſe them , the fruitleſs Confe- 
rence of Cardinal Moroſini with the 
Duke of Mayenne. ' The performance 
of the treaty of the two Kings, their 
declarations, their interview at Tours. 
The Exploits of the Duke of Mayenne. 
He aſſaults and carries the Suburbs of 
Tours. Hu return without having 
perform'd ought befide. The Siege and 
Battel of Senlis, where the Pariſians 
are defeated, the defeat of the Troups 
of the Sieur de Saveuſe by Chaſtillon. 
The Exploits of the King, his March 
towards Paris, at Eſtampes he receives 
the news of the thundering Monitory of 
Pope Sixtus againſt him , he takes up 
hs Quarters at St.Clou. The execrable 
Paricide eommitted on his Perſon , his 
moſt Chriſtian and moſt holy death, 
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. T FEnry the Fourth & acknowledg'd 
H King of France, by the Catho- 
11ques of his Army, and on what Condi- 
tions. The Duke of Eſpernon forſakes 
him, and the Sieur de Vitry goes over 
to the League , the King divides his 
Army into three Bodies, and leads one 
of them into Normandy. The Duke of 
Mayenne cauſes the Counſel] of the V- 
#ion to declare the ofd Cardinal of Bour- 
bon Xing , under the name of Charles 
the xoth. Books Written for the right 
of the Uncle againſt the Nephew, and 
for the Nephew againſt the Uncle. The 
Duke of Mayenne takes the Field with 
a powerfull Army, and follows the King 
int Normandy. The Battel or great 
Skirmiſhes at Arques, the King's Vitto- 
ry, and the Retreat of the Duke of 
Mayenne, the Aſſault and taking of 
the Saburbs of Paris by the King. The 
Intelligence held by the Preſident De 
Blanc- Meſnil with the Xing. The 
praiſe 
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praiſe of that Preſident. The Exploits 
of the King in the Provinces. The Pro- 
poſetions of the Legat Cajetan, and of 
the Spaniards at the Connſel/ of the 
Union. The Sieur de Villeroy , diſco- 
vers the intrigue of it to the Duke of 
Mayenne, who reſolves to oppoſe them. 
The Commendation of that Great Mj- 
niſter of State. A new Decree of the 
Sorbonne againſ? Henry the 4th. The 
ew Oath which the Legat orders to be 
taken by the OY The King Bejie- 
geth Dreux. The Duke of Mayenne 
Marches to the releif of the Bejieged, 
which occaſions thebattel of Yvry. The 
deſcription of that Battel, the order of 
the two Armies, The abſolute Vittory 
of the King. Hw Exploits after his 
Vittory. Fis repulſe from before Sens, 
by the Sieur de Chanvallon, he goes 
to befrege Paris. The condition of that 
Town at that time, The proviſion mate 
by the Duke of Nemours, to ſuſtain the 
Siege. The attacque of the Suburb of 
St, Martin by Lanoue , who was re- 
puls'd from it. Why the King wou'd not 
uſe force. Anhorrible Famine inParis. 
The reaſons which made the Pariſians 
reſolue to endure. all extremities, ra- 
ther 
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ther than Surrender. The Fantaſtick 
Muſter that was made by the Eccleſi- 
aſticks, and the Monks to' encourage 
the people, the Legat Cajetan as he was 
looking on it in danger to be kilfd, The 
Arrival of the Duke of Parma , who 
relieves Paris. Two attempts upon Pa- 
ris to ſarpriſe it , the one by Scalade, 
and the other by a Strategem , neither 
of which ſucceed. The Retreat of the 
Duke of Parma. The Siege and the 
taking of Chartres, by the management 
of Chaſtillon. 7he death of that Count 
and his Commendation. The Duke of 
Parma renders the Duke of Mayenne 
ſuſpefled to the King of Spain, who ſup- 
ports the Sixteen againſt him. Pope 
Sixtus » diſabus'd in favour of the 
King. Gregory the 14th. declares for 
the League againſt the King , whom he 
Excommunicates. Hu Bull is condem- 
ned, and produces no manner of effett. 
The conference of the Lorrain Princes 
at Rheims. 7he Prefident Jannin , 
goes for them into Spain. Hy praiſe 
and his artful} Negotiation. King Phi- 
lip unwarily declares his deſign, to 
cauſe the Infanta his Daughter to be 
Elefted (Queen of France. Monſieur 

de 
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de Mayenne breaks with the Spaniard. 
The Divifion among ſt the Lorrain Prin- 
ces, The Toung Duke of Guile # re- 


'cerv/d by the Leaguers, who. ſet him up 


againſt his Uncle. The horrible vio- 
lence of the Sixteen , who cauſe the 
Preſident Briſſon, and two Counſellours 
to be hanged. The juſt Revenge which 
the Duke of Mayenne takes for that 
attion. Their Fattion totally pull'd down 
by that Duke, and by the Honeſt Citi» 
zens. The Siege of Roven. The Duke 
of Parma comes to its releif, the Skir- 
miſh of Aumale. The brave Sally of 
Villiers Governour of Roven, the King 
raiſes hu Siege, aud ſome few days af- 
ter Befieges the Army of the Duke of 
Parma, the wonderful/ Retreat of that 
Duke. The conference of du Pleſſis Mor- 
nay, and Villeroy for the Peace, what 
it conduc'd towards the converſion of the 
King. The Popes, Innocent the gth. 
and Clement the 8th. for the League. 
The death of the Dake of Parma. Mon- 
ſieur de Mayenne at length aſſembles 
the General Eſtates of the League at 
Paris. The Hiſtory of thoſe pretended 
Eſtates. Monſieur de Mayenne cauſes 
the conference of Sureine to be therein 
accepted, 


The Contents. 
accepted, in ſpight of the Legat. The 
Speeches of the Archbiſhop of Bourges 
and of Lyons, and the Hiſtory of that 
Confetence. The Duke of Mayenne in 
the Eftates artfully hinders the Eletti- 
on of a King, The Hiſtory of the con- 
wverfion of Henry the 4th. The abſolu- 
tion which he demands, and which at 
length i given him at Rome. The re- 
dud ion of many Lords and Towns of the 
League to the. King's Service. Fiz 
Entry into Paris, the Skirmiſh at Fon- 
tain Francoiſe. The treaty of the 
Duke of Mayenne, and the Editt which 
the King makes in his favour. The 
treaty of the Duke of Joyeuſe, and hu 
ſecond entry ints the order of Capu- 
chins, the treaty of the Duke of Mer- 
cexur, and the end of the League. 
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i I-- this work which T have 
undertaken is the natural ſe- 
quel of the Hiſtory of Calvi- 
niſm, tis yet molt certain that the 
Subje&t which T treat has no relation to 
that Herefie. For it was notthe deſire 
of preſerving the Catholique faith in 
France, nor any true motive of Reli- 
gion which gave birth to the League, 
as the common people who have not 
beenable to penetrate into the ſecret of 
B that 
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that accurſed Cabal, have always been 
perſuaded. .It was derived from two 
paſſions which inall ages have produc'd 
moſt tragical Efftets, I mean Ambi- 
tion and Hatred. *Tis true, the mul- 
titude, and above all the Church-men, 
who believ'd they had occaſion to be 
alarm'd in matters of- Religion, if he 
who was call'd to the Crown by the 
fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, 
ſhou'd obtain it, theſe I fay were ſe- 
duc'd by that ſpecious appearance ot 
true Zeal, which ſeem'd to be the ve- 
ry Soul and Foundation of the League. 
But it will not be difficult to diſco- 
ver in the proceſs of this Hiſtory, that 
the Authours of that Conſpiracy made 
uſe of thoſe pretences of Religion, to 
abuſe the credulity, and even the Pi- 
ety of the People; and to make them 
impious, Without their perceiving it, 
by animating and arming them againſt 
their Kings , to root out ( it they had 
been able) the laſt remaining Stem of 
the Royal Stock ; and to plant on its 
Foundations, the dominion of a Fo- 
reigner. 

And as none are able to execute an 
unjuſt Enterpriſe, but by means as per- 
Nicious 
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nicious and execrable as the end it felt 
which they propoſe, ſo will there be 
manifeſt in the ſequel and progreſs of 
the League, even yet more diſorders 
and miſchiefs than ever Calviniſm it 
ſelf produc'd ; againſt which alone it 
ſeem'd to have been arm'd : Yet inthis 
particular, moſt reſeqmbling that For- 
midable party which raisd againſt 
the Catholique Church, that, being 
blaſted as the Hereſie had been by the 
Lord of Hoſts, it was always-unſucces- 
tull in the Battels which it ſtrooke 
againſt the lawfull power; And at 
length overwhelm'd with the ſame 
Engines which it had rais'd for the 
deſtruftion of the Government. 
Truly, 'tis a ſurpriſing thing to find 
both in the deſign and ſequel of the 
League, by a miraculous order of the 
divine providence, revolutions altoge- 
ther contrary to thoſe which were ex- 
peed. On the one ſide the majeſti- 
| Houſe of Bourboy, which was de- 
gn'd for ruine, gloriouſly rais'd to 
that ſupreme degree of power in which 
we now behold it flouriſhing, to the 
wonder of the World ; and on the 
other ſide, that of two eminent Fa- 
B 2 mile” 
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milies which endeavour'd their own 
advancement by its deſtruQtion, the 
one is already debas'd to the loweſt de- 
gree, and the other almoſt reduc'd to 
nothing. So different are the deſigns 
of God, from thoſe of men; and ſo 
little is there to be built on the foun- 
dations of humane policy and pru- 
dence, when men have onely paſſion 
for their guides, under the counterfeit 
names of Piety and Religion. 

"Tis what I ſhall make evident , 


_ by unravelling the ſecrets and in- 


Ann. 1574. 


trigues, couch'd under the Leagae, by 


+ expoſing its criminal and ill manag'd 


undertakings, which were almoſt al- 
ways unſucceſsfull ; and by ſhewing 
in the cloſe the iſſue it had, entirely 
oppoſite to its deſigns, by the exalta- 
tion of thoſe whom it endeavour'd to 


. oppreſs. But it will be firſt necel- * 


fary to conſider in what condition 
France then was, when this dangerous 
Aſſociation was firſt form'd , againſt 
the ſupreme Authority of our Kings. 
The fury of the Civil Wars which 


WY had laid the Kingdom deſolate under 


the reign of Charles the Ninth ſeem'd 
to have almoſt wholly been extin- 
guiſh'd 
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ouiſh'd after the fourth Edict; of pacifi- 473574: 


cation, which was made at the Siege 
of Rechel/; and if the State was not 
altogether in a Calm, yet at leaſt it 
was not toſs'd in any violence of Tem- 
peſt, when after the deceaſe of the ſaid 
King, his Brother Henry, then King of 
Poland, return'd to France, and took 
poſſeſſion of a Crown devolv'd on him 
by the right of Inheritance. He wasa 
Prince, who being then betwixt the 
years of 23, and 24, was endu'd with 
all Qualities and perfetions capable of 
rendring him one of the greateſt and 
moſt accompliſh'd Monarchs in the 
World. For beſides that his perſon 
was admirably ſhap'd, that he wastall 
of Stature, majeſtique in his Carriage, 
_ that the ſound of his Voice, his Eyes, 
and all the features of his Face, were in- 
finitely ſweet ; that he had a ſolid 
Judgment, a moſt happy Memory, a 
clear and diſcerning Underſtanding ; 
- that in his behaviour he had all the 
winning Graces which are requir'd in 
a Prince, to attract the love and reſpeCt 
of Subjects ; *Tis alſo certain, that no 
man cou'd poſſibly be more Liberal, 
more Magnificent, more Vaiiant , 

B 3 more 
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rn. 1574 more Courteous, more addicted to Re- 


ligion, or more Eloquent than he 
was naturally and without Art. Ta 
ſum up all, he had wanted nothing to 
make himſelf and his Kingdom happy, 
had he followed thoſe whollome 
Counſels which were firſt given him ; 
and had he ſtill retain'd the noble am- 
bition of continuing at leaſt what he 
was formerly, under the glorious 
name of the Duke of Anjou, which he 
had render'd ſo renown'd by a thouſand 
allant ations, and particularly by 
the famous Victories of Jarnac and 
Montcoutour. 

The world was fill'd with thoſe high 
Tdeas, which it had conceiv'd of his 
rare merit, expecting from him the re- 
eſtabliſhment of the Monarchy in its 
ancient ſplendour, and nothing was 
capable of weakning that hope, but 
onely the cruel Maſſacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew, whereot he had been one of the 
moſt principal Authours, which had 
render'd him extremely odious to the 
Proteſtants. And therefore in his re- 
turn from Poland, the Emperour Ma- 
ximilian the Second, who rul'd the 
Empire in great tranquillity, notwith- 

| landing 
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ſtanding the diverſity of opinions 4m-_1574- 


which divided his cares betwixt the 
Catholiques and the Lutherans ; the 
Duke of Yenice, and the moſt judici- 
ous members of that auguſt Senate , 
which is every where renown'd for 
prudence ; and after his return to 
France, the Preſidents, De Thou, and 
HFarlay, the two Advocates General 
Pibrac and du Meſnil , and generally, 
all thoſe who were moſt paſſionate for 
his greatneſs, and the good of his Ef- 
tate advis'd him to give peace to his 
Subjes of the Religion pretendedly 
Reform'd, to heal and cement that 
gaping wound , which had run ſo 
much bloud, in that fatal day of St. 
Bartholomew, and not to replunge his 
Kingdom in that gulf of mitenies , 
wherein it was almoſt ready to have 
periſh'd, 

But the Chancellour de Biragae, the 
Cardinal of Lorrain , and his Nephew 
the Duke of Guiſe, ( who at that time 
had no little part in the eſteem and fa- 
vour of his Maſter,) and above all, the 
Queen Mother, Catharine de Mediees, 
who entirely govern'd him , and who 
after the Maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, 
B 4 dar'd 
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Ann. 1574 dar'd no longer to truſt the Proteſtants. 
bY Theſe I fay, ingag'd him in the War 


which he immediately made againſt 
them, and which was unſucceſstull to 
him. So that after he had been ſhame- 
fully repulsd, from before an inconſide- 
rable Town in Dauphine , they took 
Arms in all places, becoming more 
fierce and inſolent than ever, and made 
extraordinary progreſs, both in that 
part, in Provence,in Languedoc,in Guien- 
ye, and Poiton. 

That which render'd them ſo pow- 
crtull, ( which otherwiſe they had not 
been, ) was a party of Malecontents a- 


 monglt the Catholiques, who were 


call'd the Politiques, becauſe without 
touching on Religion, they prcteſted 
that they took Arms onely tor the pub- 


lique good ; for the reliet and bene-' 


fir of the people ; and to retorm thoſe 
grievances and diſorders, which were 
apparcnt in the State: Aground, which 
has always ſerv'd for a pretence of Re- 
bellion to thoſe men, who have rais'd 
themſelves in oppoſition to their King's 
and Maſters, whom God commands 
us to obey, though they ſhou'd ſome- 
fimes even abuſe that power which he 


has 
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the hep ineſs 0 Subjects. 

Theſe Politiques then joyn'd them- 
ſelves to the Zuguenots, according to 
the reſolution which they had n_ Ys 
at the Aſſembly held at Montpellier , 

in the month of November, and year 
of our Lord, 1574. Henry de Mont- 
morancy Marſhal of Danville , and 
Governour of Languedoc , who to 
maintain himſelf in that rich Govern- 
ment, of which he was deſign'd to be 
bereft, firſt form'd this party of the 
Politiques, into which he drew great 
numbers of the Nobles, his partiſans 
and Friends ; and principally the Seig- 
neurs de 7 hore, and de Meru- Montmo- 
ranty his Brothers, the Count de YVan- 
tadour his Brother in Law, and the fa- 
mous Henry de la Tour d' Auvergn, Vi- 
count de 7Tarexne his Nephew , who 
was afterwards Marſhal of France , 
Duke of Boiz/on, Sovereign Prince of 
Sedan, and the great Upholder of the 
Huguenots, 


But 


3 

has given them, not to deſtroy, or to ©7154 

demolliſh , as he ſpeaks in his holy 

Scriptures, but to _— that is toſay, 

to procure the oo , and to eſtabliſh 
their 
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But that, which made their power 
ſo formidable in the laſt reſult of things, 
was that Monfreur, ( the Duke of A- 
Janſon, onely Brother of the King ) 
and the King of Navarre, detain'd at 
Court, and not very favourably trea- 
ted, having made their eſcape ; the 


firſt of them, who, beſides his own 


followers, was joynd by a conſiderable 
part of Damville's Troops, put himſelf 
at the head of the Proteſtant Army, 
which was at the fame time reinforc'd 
by the conjunction of great Succours 
of Reyters and Lanſquenets, whom the 
Prince of Conde had brought from Ger- 
many, under the conduCt of Fohx Caſ:- 
mir, ſecond Son to Frederick the E- 
lector Palatine. So that in the genc- 
ral Muſter which was made of them 
near Mozlins in Bourbonnozs, their For- 
ces were found to conſiſt of thirty five 
thouſand experienc'd Souldiers, which 
power 'tis moſt certain, the King was 
1n no condition to reſiſt, in that miſe- 
rable Eſtate, to which he had reduc'd 
himſelf, by the prodigious change he 
had made, in his condu& and his car- 
riage, immediately after his ſucceeding 
to the Crown of Fraxce, - 
c 
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He was no longer that Vi&torious 4m-_157s- 


Duke of Anjou, who had gain'd in the 
world ſo high a reputation, by ſomany 
gallant ations perform'd by him, in 
commanding the Armies of the King 
his Brother, in quality of his Lieute- 
nant General through the whole King- 
dom ; but as if in aſſuming the Crown 
of the firſt and. moſt ancient Monarchy 
of Chriſtendom, he had deſpoil'd him- 
ſelf at the ſame moment, by ſome fa- 
tal enchantment , of his Royal per- 
feftions, he plung'd himſelf into all 
the delights of a moſt ignominious 
idteneſs, with his favourites and 
Minions, who werethe Bloud-fuckers, 
the Harpyes, and the ſcandal of all 
France, which he ſeem'd to have aban- 
don'd to their pillage by the immenſ- 
neſs of his prodigality. After this he 
render'd himſelt equally odious and 
contemptible to his Subjects, both of 
the one Religion and the other, by his 
inconſtant, and fantaſtique manner of 
procedure. For he ran ſometimes 
trom the extremity of debauchery in- 
to a fit of Religion, with proceſſions 
and exerciſes of Penance, which were 
taken for Hypocriſfie , and thenagain, 
trom 
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Am. 1575- from Devotion into Debauchery, as the 


preſent humour carried him away, and 
buſied himſelf in a thouſand mean em- 
ploymentsunworthy,I ſay,not ofa King 
but of a man of common ſenſe. All which 
Davila the Hiſtorian, after his manner 
of drawing every thing into deſign 
and Myſtery, though at the expence 
of Truth, has endeavour'd to paſs up- 
on us, for ſo many effects of a ſubtile, 
and over-refin'd policy. In concluſion, 
to diſcharge himſelf of the burthen of 
Royalty, which was grown wholly in- 
ſupportable to him 1n that lazy effe- 
minate ſort of Life, he relinquithd all 
the cares of Government to the Queen 
his Mother, who to continue .him in 
that humour, and by conſequence to 
make her ſelf abſolute Miſtreſs of af- 
fairs ( which was always her aver 
minant paſſion, ) fail'd not to furniſh 
him from time to time with new baits 
ancrallurements of voluptuouſneſs, and 
all that was needfull for the ſhipwrack 
of vertue and honour, in a Court the 
moſt diſſolute which had ever been be- 
held in France. 

Since it therefore pleasd the Queen 


that War ſhoud be made againſt the 


Huguenot 
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Huguenots, to infeeble them as much 4.1575 


as was poſſible, that they might give 
no trouble to her management of Buſi- 
neſs; So alſo when the faw them 
ſtrengthen'd with ſo formidable an 
Army, and her Son Alayſon at their 
head, ſhe began immediately to ap- 
prehend, thatat length, making them- 
ſelves Maſters, they might degrade 
her from that Authority, which ſhe 
was ſo ambitious to retain, by what- 
ſoever means, and conſequently ſhe 
reſolv'd to make a peace, tor the ſame 
reaſons, for which ſhe undertook the 
War. And as ſhe was undoubtedly 
the moſt ſubtile Woman of her time, 
and had ſo great an Aſcendant over all 
her Children, that they were not able 
to withſtand her, or to defend them- 
ſelves againſt her artifices, and with- 
all wou'd ſpare for nothing tocompaſls 
her deſigns ; ſhe manag'd ſo dexte- 
rouſly the minds of the Princes, and 
cheit Officers of their Army, in gran- 
ting them with eaſe extraordinary 
Conditions, even ſuch as were beyond 
their hope; that ſhe conjur'd down 
the Tempeſt which was about to have 
been powr'd upon her head , and 
ſhelterd 
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ſhelter d her ſelf at the coſt of our Re- - 
SEYY ligion, by the fifth Edit of Pacifica- 


tion, which was as advantageous to 
the Fugnenots as they cou'd deſire. To 
whom, amongſt other privileges was 
allow'd the free exerciſe of their pre- 
tended Religion in all the Cities of the 
Kingdom, and in all other places, ex- 
cepting onely the Court and Paris, and 
the compaſs of two Leagues about that 
City. This peace was infinitely dif 
taſtefull to the Catholiques, becauſe it 
ſerv'd for a pretence, and gave a fa- 
vourable occaſion to the birth of a de- 
ſign long time before premeditated, 
and hatch'd by him, who was the firſt 
Authour of that Leagxze whoſe Hiſtory 
I write; and who began to lay the 
Foundations of it,precilely at this point 
of time, in that manner as ſhall imme- 
diately be related. 

'Tis certain that the firſt perſons 
who were thus Aſſociated, under pre- 
tence of Religion 'againſt their Sove- 


' reigns were the Proteſtants: Then 


when the Prince of Conde made him- 
ſelf their conceal'd head at the Conſpi- 
racy of Amboiſe ; and afterwards 0- 
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the firſt troubles by the ſurpriſe of Or- Am. 1575. 


leans. That League, ( which always 
was maintain'd by force of Arms, by 
places of caution and ſecurity, which 
upon conſtraint were granted to the 
Huguenots, and by the treaſonable in- 
telligence they held with Strangers, 
even till the time wherein it was to- 
tally extinguiſh'd by the taking of 
Rechel, and of their other Cities, and 
fortified places, under the Reign of the 
late King of glorious memory, ) ob- 
lig'd ſome Catholiques oftentimes, to 
unite themſelves without the partici- 
pation of the King in certain Provin- 
ces ; as particularly, in Languedoc, 
Guyenne, and Poitou, not onely to de- 
ſend themſelves againſt the encroach- 
ments of the Zuguenets, but alfo toat- 
tacque them, and toexterminate them, 
if they had been able, from all thoſe 
places, of which they had poſlefs'd 
themſelves in thoſe Provinces. But 
he who employ'd his thoughts at the 
utmoſt ſtretch in that affair, and 
was the firſt who invented the proje& 
of a General League amongſt the Ca- 
tholiques, under another Head than 
the King, was the Cardinal of Lor- 


rain 
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day's ſucceſs, and that all the Council 


The Hiſtory of the League. 
rain, . at that time aſſiſting at the 
Council of 7rent. 

That Prince, whoſe name is ſo well 
known in Hiſtory, and who had a 
moſt prompt and moſt piercing un- 
derſtanding, fiery by nature, impetu- 
ous, and violent, endu'd with a rare, 
natural eloquence, more learning than 
cou'd reaſonably be. expected from a 
Perſon of his Quality, and which hise- 
loquence made appear tobe much grea- 
ter than it was; the boldeſt of any 
man alive in Councils, Cabals, and in 
Contrivance of daringand vaſt deſigns, 
was alſo the moſt puſillanimous and 
weakeſt man imaginable , when it 
came to the point of Execution, and 
that he ſaw there was danger in the 
undertaking: But above all, it can- 
not be denied, that through the whole 
ſeries of his Life, he had a moſt im- 
moderate paſſion for the greatneſs of 
his Family. Inſomuch, that when he 
ſaw. the great Duke of Gaiſe, his Bro- 
ther, at the higheſt point of glory at- 
ter the Battel of Dreux, where it might 
be ſaid that he was the re: , of 
our Religion, which depended on that 
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was fill'd with the applauſe of that Ze- Am. 1475. 


roe, for ſo memorable a Victory, which 
he had in a manner gain ſingly, after 
the defeat and taking of the Conſtable ; 
he believ'd he had found the favourable 
occaſion he ſo ardently deſird, to 
fatisfie his ambition to the full, by vai- 
ſing nis Brother to-that degree of Ho- 
nour, in which he might enjoy a Su- 
preme', and Independent Authority, 
equal to the power of the greateſt 
Kings. 

To this effte&t he was not wanting, 
torepreſent to the Heads of that Aſſem- 
bly, and by them to the Pope, that 
for the ſupport of Religion , © againſt 
which the ZZeretiques made ſo cruel 
War, particularly in France , there 
was no better means, than to make a 
League into which ſhou'd enter all the 
Princes and great men whom they 
cou'd procure, and above all the rett 
the King of Spain, who was ſo power- 
tull, and fo zealous for the Cathelique 
Faith. He added, that it was necel- 
fary for the Pope, to declare himſelf 
the Protetour of it, and to elet a 
Head of it in the Kingdom, on whoſe 
Piety , Prudence, Valour and Expe- 

C rience, 
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Am. 1575. rience, all things might ſafely be re- 


posd ; and whomall Catholiques ſhou'd 
be under an obligation to obey , till 
they had totally extirpated the /7u- 
guenots, This propoſal was receiv'd 
with great applauſe; and as their 
minds 1n that juncture of time were 
wholly prepoſieſsd with a high cha- 
racer of the wiſe condut, the perpe- 
tual felicity, and heroique vertues of 
the ViRtorious Duke of Gaiſe, there 
was not the leaſt ſcruple remaining 
for them to conclude, that he alone 
was fit to be the Head of fo glorious 
an Undertaking. But the ſad news of 
his Death, arriving in the very upſhot 
of that projet, made this great deſign 
to vanith ; which the Cardinal , who 
never loſt the imagination of it, nor 
the hope to make it ſucceed at ſome 
other time, was not able to bring in 
play again till about ten or eleven 
years after that accident : And then 
found the young Duke of Guiſe, Henry 
of Lorrain, his Nephew , both of age 
and of capacity, and intirely diſposd 
to its accompliſhment. For at that 
time h# proposd warmly the fame de- 


" ſign to the Pope, and the King of 


Spain, 
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Sþain, who both enter'd without dif- 4:15: - 


ficulty into his opinion ; though upon 
motives very diftcrent : The Pope, out 
of the ardent deſire he had to ſce 
Hereſie altogether exterminated from 
this moſt Chriſtian Kingdom, and the 
Spaniard, ut of a longing appetite 
to make his advantage ot our diviſions, 
and thoſe great diſorders, which he 
foreſaw the League mult inevitably 
cauſe in France. 

The Duke alſo, on his ſide, who 
had much more ambition, and much 


leſs aftetion to the publique good, , 
than his Father, embrac'd with all his - 


Soul ſo fair an occalion as was there» 
by put into his hand, of raiſing him- 
ſelt immediately to ſo high a degree of 
Power and Authority, in becoming 
Head of a Party, which 1n all appea- 
rance wou'd- ruine all the others, and 
give Law univerſally to France. But 
the Death of his Uncle the Cardinal, 
which happend at the ſame time , 
broke once more the meaſures of his 
ambitious deſign, which notwithſian- 
ding he never did forſake, as being tul- 
ly reſolv'd to put it into execution, on 


' the firſt opportrmity which ſhou'd be 
C2 


ofter'd, 
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Arr. 1876. offer d. This he cou'd not find, till 


two years afterwards, when Don Fohn 
of Auſtria palsd through France, to 
take poſſeflion of his government of 
the Low Countries. That Prince who 
travelPd incognito, and had already 
made a ſecret correſpondence with the 
Duke of Guiſe, faw him at Joinvile, 
where after ſome conferences which 
they had together, without other wit- 
neſs, than John d* Eſcovedo, Secretary 
to Don Jehn, they made a Treaty of 
alliance, offenſive and defenſive, mu- 
tually to aſſiſt each other to rheir ut- 
moſt Abilities, with their Friends, ._. 
their Power , and Forces, to render 
themſelves abſolute ; the firſt in his 
government of the Neatherlands, the 
tecond in that party, which he always 
hop'd to form in France, according to 
the projet of his Uncle, under pre- 
tence of maintaining the Catholique 
Religion in Fraxce againſt the Z7ugae- 
aots. 

Though Hiſtorians are ſilent of this 
Treaty , I ſuppoſe, notwithſtanding, 
that it is undoubtedly true,confidering 
what Monſieur de Peireſc, ( a name 
lo celebrated by the learned ) has writ- 
tcn 
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ten concerning, it in his memoires ; 4-1 575 


which was grounded on what was re- 
lated to him by Monficur du Yair , 
who had it from Antonio Perex. 

For that famous Confident of the 
Amours betwixt Philip the ſecond, and 
the fair Princeſsof Ebolz, acknowledg'd 
freely to Preſident du Yair, that to re- 
_ himſelf of unfortunate £Eſco- 
vedo, whoat his returnto Spain wou'd 
have ruin'd him in the favour of the 
King, he gave him ſo well to under- 
ſtand, that this Secretary of Don Fohn 
was intruſted with all his moſt ſecret 
deſigns againſt the State, and that 
having ditcoverd the love of the King 
his Maſter, he traversd his amorous 
intrigue, to ſerve the Prince of Eboli, 
on whom he had dependance , that 
Philip who made not the leaſt ſcruple 
to rid himſelf of any one whom he 
ſuſpeRted ( as having not ſpar'd even 
his Son Don Carlos ) made him be al- 
fafſinated. Aftar which, having ſeiz'd 
his Papers, he there found tlys private 
Treaty, together with the memoires 
and inſtruEtions, containing the whole 
foundation, and all the minutes of this 
project, with the means which the 
C 3 Duke 
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4mm. 1575 Duke of Gujſe intended to make uſe of, 


” ro make his Enterpriſe ſucceed ; of 


which that King, who made advan- 
tage of every thing, moſt dexterouſly 
fcrv'd himſelf long time after, to en- 
B:ge the Duke ſo deeply in his Inte- 
reits, that he was never able to difen- 
tangle himſelf, as the ſequel will de- 
clare. But in che mean time, that 
Peace ſo advantageous to the Protel- 
tants, being made in the manner a- 
bove mention'd ; the Duke beleiv'd, 
he had now a fair occaſion to begin 
( by making uſe of the difcontents of 
the Catholiques, ) the forming of that 
League, ot which he intended aſter- 
wards to declare himſelf the Head. 
How he managd that affair , js next 
fo be related. 

Amongſt the ſecret Articles of that 
Peace, ſotavourable to the F/uguenots, 
there was one, by which the Prince 
of Conde had granted to him the full 
poſſ-flon of the Government of Pz- 
cardly ; and beſides it, for his farther 
fecurity, the important City of Peron- 
ze, the Garriſon of which, ſhou'd be 
maintaind at the King's expence. The 
Governour of Peronze, at that time, 
Was 
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was Jaques, Lord of Flumieres, Encre, 4m_1576. 


Bray, and many other places, who by 
other large poſleſiions of his own, and 
the Governments of Roye, and of Mont- 
didier, added to Peronne, was with- 
out diſpute the moſt conſiderable, the 
wealthieſt, and moſt powerfull Lord 
of all Picardy. Beſides, that being of 
an illuſtrious Birth , and Son of the 
Wiſe and Valiant John d' FHumieres, 
( who had been Lieutenant of the King 
in Piemont, and Governour to King 
Henry the Second, ) he was reſpected, 
lov'd and obey'd in that Province, 
where he was in 2 manner abſolute, 
both by thegreat Authority of his own 


merit, and that which was deriv'd to 
him from his Father. 


This Nobleman, having formerly 
been ill us'd by the Lords of Mont mo- 
rency , then in power ; and having 
been hinder'd by them, from entring 
into poſſeſſion of a fair Inheritance , 
which he claim'd, as rightfully belong- 
ing to him, had put himſelf into the 
intereſts of the former great Duke of 
Guiſe, a declar'd Enemy of the Zugne- 
nots. And that Prince, to bind more 


firmly to his party, to the cauſe of Re- 


C 4 ligion, 
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conſiderable, had procur'd him to be 
Knight of the order of St. Michael, at 
that famous promotion which was 
made by Francis the Second , on the 
Feaſt of St. Michael, in the year 1560. 
Infomuch that the young Duke of 
Guiſe doubted not, that the concern- 
ment which this Lord had to maintain 
himſelf in the Government of Peronne, 
join'd in the preſent poſture of affairs 
with zeal, either true or apparent, for 
Religion, and the particular obligatt- 
ons he had to the Houſe of Gaiſe , 
would render him capable to be dil- 


Fposd of abſolutely, in the execution 


of that high enterpriſe, on which he 


was himſelf. reſoly'd; it ſeeming to 


him that he cou'd never expect a bet- 
ter opportunity, and that all things 
were conſpiring in his favour, 

In effe& there was nothing wanting 
that cou'd poſſibly concur, either of 
good or ill, to make that ſucceed , 
which he had reſolv'd ſo firmly for 
two years together ; and which in 
procels of time was capable of raiſing 
him to a higher pitch of greatneſs, 
than at preſent he cou'd poſſibly con- 
ceive, 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


25 


ceive, how vaſt ſoever thoſe idea's of 4"; 575- 


werand authority were, with which 
he flatter'd his ambitious imagination. 
He was a Prince, at that time, in the 
flower and vigour of his age, which 
was about thirty years ; furniſh'd with 
all thoſe admirable qualities and per- 
fetions both of Soul and Body, which 
are moſt capable of charming the 
Hearts, and acquiring an abſolute em- 
pire over the Souls of the people, who 
were even enchanted with his graces, 
and almoſt idoliz'd his perſon. For he 
was tall of Stature , excellently well 
proportion'd , altogether reſembling 
what is commonly attributed to Heroes; 
having the features of his face of a 
Maſculine Beauty, his Eyes ſparkling 
-and full of Fire, but whoſe lively and 
piercing motion was temper'd with a 
certain kind of ſweetneſs. His fore- 
head large, ſmooth, and at all times 
ſerene, accompanied with an agree- 
able ſmile of his mouth, which charm'd 
even more than thoſe obliging words, 
of which he was not ſparing to thoſe 
who preis'd about him ; his complex- 
10n lively, white and red ; and which 
" at honourable Scar remaining # 
the 
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Am. 1576. the wound he had receiv'd by a Piſtol 


Bullet on his left Cheek, ( when hede- 
feated a party of the Rezters of Caftmir, 
which William de Montmorency, Sieur 
de Thore, conducted to the Duke of 
Alanſon, ) heightn'd to much more ad- 
vantage, than all the ornaments which 
the vanity of Women has invented to 
add a luſtre totheir Beauty, His walk 
wasgrave and ſtately ; yet neither Pride 
nor afteftation appeard in it. In all 
his Garb there was a certain inexpreſ- 
ſible air of heroique greatneſs, which 
was made up of ſweetneſs , audacity 
and a noble haughtineſs, without any 
thing of ſhocking , or ungracetull in 
his whole compoſition. Which, altoge- 
ther, inſpir'd a- mixture of love, of 
awe, and of reſped into his converſa- 
tion. 

This admirable outſide was anima- 
ted with an inſide yet more wonder- 
full, by reaſon of thoſe excellent qua- 
lities which he poſleſs'd, of a Soul that 
was truly great ; being liberal , mag- 
nificent in all things, 1paring nothing 
to make Dependents, and to gain per- 
ſonsofall ſorts of conditions ; but prin- 
cipally the Nobility , and _—— 
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diers;civil,obliging,popular,always rea- 4m. rs 76. 


dy to doe good to thoſe who addreſs'd 
themſelvesto him; generous, magnani- 
mous, not to be mov'd to injure any 
man; no not to hurt even his greateſt 
Enemies, butby honourable ways; ex- 
tremely perſuaſive in diſcourſe, diſ- 
guiſing his thoughts, when he appear'd 
moſt open ; wiſe and prudent in his 
Counſells, bold , prompt and valiant 
in the execution of them, chearfully 
enduring all the hardſhips of War, in 
common with the meaneſt Soldier, 
expoſing his perſon, and contemning 
the greateſt dangers, to compaſs what 
he had once determin'd. But that 
which gave the greateſt luſtre to ſo 
many noble qualities, was the quite 
contrary of all theſe, in the perſon of 
the King; who, by his ill conduc, 
rather than his ill fortune, had loſt the 
affetion of the greateſt part of France, 
and chiefly of the Parifians, which by 
the higheſt diſorder, that cou'd poſſibly 
happen in a State, was already trans- 
ferrd to him, who, from his ſubject 
began openly to appear his Rival, in 
the thing of the World, whereof Mo- 
narchs are, and ought to be, moſt _ 
Ta ut 


28 


Am. 1575+ 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


But as there is no Mine of Gold, 
where the pretious Metal is ſo wholly 
pure, as to be found unmixd with 
common Earth, ſo were theſe great 
natural .endowments of the Duke of 
Guiſe - debasd by the mixture of 
many imperfections and vices; of 
which the principal was the inſatiable 
deſire of greatneſs and of glory, and 
that vaſt Ambition, to which he made 
all other things ſubſervient. Beſides 
which, he was raſh, preſumptuous, 
ſelf-conceited, wedded to his own 0- 
pinions, and deſpiſing the advice of 0- 
thers, ( though that more covertly, ) 
ſubtile, unſincere, no true friend, bur 
centring all things in his own intereſt ; 
though he appear'd the moſt obliging 
and the moſt officious of all men, yet 
the good he did, was onely in order 
to himſelf, always covering his 
vaſt defigns, by the ſpecious pretence 
of publique good, and the preſerva- 
tion of the true Religion: too much 
confiding in his own good fortune, 
looſing and hoodwincking himſelt 
in his proſperity, which gave him 
ſuch a guſt of the preſent pleaſure, 
that he cou'd not think of taking his 
pre- 
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clude , giving up himſelf too much 
to the love of Women, of whom ne- 
vertheleſs, without their being able 
to divert him from the care he took 
of his great concern , he dextrouſly 
made ule to advance it by their means 
and without their knowing that they 
were his Inſtruments. Yet in ſpight 
of all theſe vices, which were indeed 
moſt ſubtly manag'd, or diſguisd un- 
der the moſt fair appearances , and 
veild with a profound diſſimulation, 
his vertues at the ſame time glittering, 
and blazing over all the World , he 
was univerſally ador'd and lov'd, par- 
ticularly by the Pariftans ; and even 
they, who knowing him at the bot- 
tom cou'd not love him, yet coud not 
hinder themſelves from admiring him ; 
which doubtleſs is a moſt uncommon 
thing, that. a man ſhou'd be able at 
the ſame time, to deſerve and gain 
the peoples love, and the admiration 
of thoſe who were ſo clear ſighted, as 
to diſcover his imperteions and 
VICES. 

Such was the famous Duke of Guzſe, 
whom that amiable mark of the -_ 
to 
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Wm. 1576. tol Bullet, which as I faid he receiv'd 


in defeating ſome Troops of Calvini/s 
and Rebels, causd to be ſurnam'd, 
THE SCARRD. And who, in 
thoſe times, of which I Write , found 
all things ſufficiently diſposd to the 
execution of his enterpriſe. For he 
found the Catholiques provok'd to his 
hand, by thoſe advantages which 
newly were granted to the ZZuguenots, 
the people diſlatisfi'd , and _— of 


. the Government, not able to endure, 


that the wealth of the Nation ſhou'd 
be 1quander'd on the King's Favourites, 
whom they called the Minions: the 
genius of Queen Catharine , pleas'd 
with troubles, and even procuring 
them to render her ſelf neceſſary, to 
the end that recourſe might be had to 

for Remedies ; the Princes of the 
bloud become ſuſpeCted and odious to 
the three orders of the Kingdom, ei- 
ther for favouring the Zuguenots, or 
for being publiquely declar'd Calvi- 


iſts, thereby renouncing the Catho- 


ligue faith, as the King of Navarre, 
and the Prince of Conde had openly 
done ; the King faln into the con- 
tempt of his Subje&s , after _ 
ol 
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loſt their love ; hi e C0 


trary, lov'd and ador'd by the people, 
worſhipd by the Pariftans, follow'd 
by the Nobility, indear'd to the Sol- 
diers, having in his Intereſts all the 
Princes of his Family , powerfull in 
Offices and Governments, the multi- 
tude of his Creatures, whom his own 
generoſity , and that of his Father , 
had acquir'd him; the favour of the 
Pope, the aſſiſtance of the Spaniard, 
ready at hand to bear him up, and a- 
boveall the ſeeming Juſtice of his cauſe, 
which he induſtriouſly made known 
toall the world, to be that of Religion 
alone, whereof, in the general opini- 
on, he was the ProteRour and the Pil- 
lar; and for the maintenanceof which 
it was believ'd, that he had devoted 
himſelf againſt the Zuguenots, who 
had enterprizd to aboliſh it in the 
Kingdom. Burt the laſt motive which 
fix'd his reſolution , was the ex- 
treme rancour he had againſt theKing, 
one of whoſe intimate Confidents he 
had been formerly, and who had now 
abandon'd him , by changing on the 
ſudden the whole manner ot his Con- 
duQt, and giving hunaſelf entirely up 
to 
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inn. 1575+ to his Minions , who omitted no oc 


caſion of uſing the Duke unworthuly : 
For diſdain, which is capable of hur- 
rying to the laſt extremities the grea- 
teſt Souls, and the moſt ſenſible in 
point of Honour, made hatred to ſuc- 
ceed his firſt inclinations againſt him 
whom already he deſpisd ; and hatred 
and contempt being joyn'd with Am- 
bition , inceſſantly puſh'd him for- 
wards, to make himſelf the head of a 
Party ſo powerfull as that of the 
League, which paſs'd for Holy in the 
minds of the people, and toavail him- 
ſelf of ſo fair an opportunity to form 
It. | 

For this effect, he immediately caus'd 
a project to be formally drawn, which 
his Emiſſaries ſhou'd endeavour to 
ſpread about the Kingdom among(t 
thoſe Catholigues who appeard the 
moſt zealous and moſt ſimple , and 
thoſe who were known to be the moſt 
addicted to the Houſe of Guzſe: in 
this Breviate which they were oblig'd 
to ſubſcribe, they promis'd by Oath, 
to obey him who ſhou'd be elected 
head of that holy Confederacy, which 
was made 4or maintaining of the Ca- 
tholique 
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ence to be renderd to the King and his 
Succeſſours, yet withovt prejudice to 
what ſhou'd be ordain'd by the three 
Eſtates, and to reſtore the Kingdom 
to its original Liberties, which it en- 
joy'd under rhe Reign of Clov7s. 

At the firſt there were found few 
Perſons of Quality , and ſubſtantial 
Citizens of Paris, who wou'd venture 
to ſubſcribe to that Aſſociation, be- 
cauſe it was not preciſely known, who 
wou'd darc to declare himſelf the Head 
of it : beſides, that by the vigilance 
of the firſt Preſident Chriſtopher de 
Thou, it was firſt diſcover'd, then difſ- 
ſipated , and at laſt diſſolv'd with eaſe, 
withall thoſe ſecret Aſſemblies, which 
were already held in ſeveral quarters 
of the Town for entring ſuch perſons 
into that infant League, whom either 
their Malice, their talſe Zea}, or their 
Simplicity cou'd ingage. But the Duke 
of Guiſe having ſent his project to the 
Sieur d' Humieres, of whom he held 
himſelf aſſur'd , that Lord, ( who be. 
ſides his obligation to the Houſe of 
Cuiſe, had allo his particular intereſt, 
and that of no lefs Conſequence than 
D the 
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Amo 1575. the maintaining himſelf in his Govern- 


ment of Peronne ; which was taken 
from him by the Edict of May, and that 
important place, order'd to be put into 
the hands of the Prince of Conde,) ma- 
nag'd the affair ſo well, by the credit 
he had in that Province, that, as the 
Ficards have always been zealous for 
the ancient Religion, he ingag'd almoſt 


. all the Towns, and all the Nobility 


of Picardyto declare openly, that they 
wou'd not receive the Prince of Conde, 
becauſe as it was urg'd in the Maxifeſto, 
which was publiſhd to juſtife their 
refuſal of him, that they certainly 
knew he was reſolv'd to aboliſh the Ca» 
tholique Faith, and eſtabliſh Calviniſm 
throughout all Picardy. 

"Tis moſt certain that they wou'd 
never be induc'd to receive that Prince 
into Peronne, or any other part of that 
Government ; and that to maintain 
themiclves againſt all thoſe who wou'd 
uncertake to oblige them by torce, to 
obſervethat Article of the Peace, which 
they ne ver wou'd accept, the Picards 
were the firſt to receive, by common 
agreemen t, and to publiſh in Peronne 
Lie Ireaty of the League, in twelve 
Articles, 
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Articles, in which the moſt prudent 419 1576 


of the Catholiques themſelves, toge- 
ther withthe Illuſtrious Preſident Chr#- 
fopher de Thou, obſervd many things 
which dire&ly ſhock'd the moſt Holy 
Laws both Divine and Humane. 

For 'tis obvious in the firſt Article, 
that the Catholique Princes, Lords and 
Gentlemen, invoking the name of the 
Holy Trinity , make an Aſſociation 
and League, offenſive and def8nſive, 
betwixt themſelves, without the per- 
miſſion, privity, or conſent of their 
King, and a King who was a Cathos 
lique as well as they ; which is direQs 
ly oppoſite to the Law of God, who 
ordains that Subjets ſhould ſubmit 
themſelves, and be united to their So» 
vereign, as members to their Head 
even though he ſhou'd exceed his 
bounds and be a Tyrant, provided 
that there be no manifeſt ſin, in what 
they are commanded to obey. 

In the ſecond, they refuſe to render 
obedience to the King, unleſs it be con» 
formable to the Articles which ſhall be 
preſented to him by the States,which it 
{hall not be lawfull for him to contra« 


dict ; or to act any thing in hs" 
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Anm 1576. of them. *Tis evident that this over- 


throws the conſtitution of the Monar- 
chy, to eſtabliſh in its place a certain 
kind of Ariſtocracy , againſt one of 
our fundamental Laws, which ordains 
that the States ſhou'd have onely a de- 
liberative voice for the drawing up of 
their Petitions into Bills, and then to 
preſent them with all humility to the 
King, who examinesthem in hisCoun- 
Cil, and afterwards paſſes what he finds 
to be juſt and reaſonable. They pive 
not Law to him, who is their Matter, 
and their Head, asthe EleCtours of the 
Empire, by certain capitulations do to 
the Emperours of Germany, who arc 
indeed'the Heads, but not the Maſters 
of the Empire ; but, on the contrary 
they receive it from their King, to 
whom they onely make moſt humble 
Addreſles, in the Bills which they pre- 
ſent to him. | 
In the third Article the Aſlociates 
aſlume to themſelves, to be Maſters 
of the State, while under pretence of 
reforming it, they ridiculouſly take 
upon them to abrogate the Laws ob- 
ſerv'd by our Anceſtours, in the ſecond 
and third race of our Kings, and wou'd 
eſtabliſh 
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which were praQtiſ'd in the time of 
Clovis: Which is juſt the ſame thing 
that certain Enthuliaſts fometimes have 
attempted in the Church, who under 
the ſpecious names of the Relormd 
and Primitive Church, endeavour- 
ed to revive ſome ancient Canons , 
which now for many ages have not 
been obſeryv'd ; and gave themſelves 
the liberty to condemn the practices, 
and cuſtomesauthoriz'd by the Church, 
of remiſneſs, and abuſe ;. fince it be- 
longs onely to the Church, according 
to the diverſity of times, and of occa- 
ſions, to make new regulations, 1n its 
Government and Diſcipline, without 
touching the capital points, that re- 
late to the Eſſentials of Religion. 

To conclude, from the tourth Arti- 
cle to the twelfth , there are viſible 
all the marks,and the fouleſt characters 
of a Rebellion, form'd and undertaken 
againſt their Prince, papticularly where 
there is promisd an exaCt obedience 
in all things, to the Head, whom they 
thall ele; and that they will employ 
their lives and fortunes in his ſervice ; 
that in all Provinces they will levy 
D 3 Sould.ers, 
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Am 1577. Souldiers, and raiſe money, for the 
_ ſupport of the common caule ; and 


that all thoſe who ſhall declare them- 
ſelves againſt the League, ſhall be vi- 
gorouſty proſecuted by the Aſſociates, 
who ſhall revenge themſelves without 
exception of perſon ; which in the 
true meaning, is no other thing, than 
the ſetting up a ſecond King in France 
inoppoſition to the firſt ; againſt whom 
they engag'd themſelves to take Arms 
in thele terrible words, without ex- 
ception of perſon, in caſe he ſhould go 
about to hinder ſo criminal an ulurpa- 
tion of his Royal Authority. 

Such was the Copy ot the League, 
in thoſe twelve Articles which were 
Printed and diſpers'd through all Chri- 
ſtendom, as we arc inform'd by an 
Authour who was contemporary to it; 
and hasgiven itat large, inhis Hiſtory 
ot the War under Zenry the Fourth : 
But being conceiv'd in certain terms 
which are too bold, and which mani- 


teſtly ſhock the Royal Majeſty, Mon- 


fieur d Humieres a prudent man, rc- 
duc'd them into a form, incompara- 
bly leſs odious, in which preſerving 
the Efſentials oi the League, of which 
he 


F; 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


39 


he was Head in Picardy,he appears,not- 492.1577: 


withſtanding, to do nothing, but by 
the_authority, and for the ſervice of 
the King. 

Now as it is extremely important 
to underſtand throughly this Treaty of 
Peronne, from which the League had 
its beginning, which is notto be found 
in any of our Authours, and the Ori- 
ginal of which I have, as it was ſign'd 
by almoſt two hundred Gentlemen, 
and after them , by the Magiſtrates, 
and Officers of Peronne ; I thought I 
thoud gratifie my Readers by commu- 
nicating to them a piece ſo rare and fo 
Authentique, which has luckily tallen 
inte my hands. They will be glad to 
ſee in it the Genius, the reach, and 
the policy of that dextrous Governour, 
and Lieutenant to the King, who in 
declaring himſelf Head of the League 
in his Province, and procuring it to 
be ſign'd by ſo great a number ot Gen- 
tlemen, took ſo much care to make 
it manifeſt, at leaſt in appearance, that 
he intended always to give to Ceſar 
what belong'd to Ceſar, and that 
the Imperial rights ſhould be invio- 
lably preſerv'd in that Treaty. * For 
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that with all manner of reſpect in the 
moſt formal terms, that nothing ſhall 
be done, but with his good liking, and 
by his Orders, though in purſuance 
of this, all things were manag'd 
to a quite contrary end. But it tre- 
quently happens that men engage 
themſelves with an honeſt meaning,and 
arcled by motivesof true zeal, in tome 
atairs\ whereof they foreſee not the 
dangerous conſequences, which pro- 
duce ſuch pernicious effects, as never 
enter'd into their firſt imagination. 
Behold then, this Treaty ineighteen 
Articles, together with the ſubſcripti- 
ons of the Gentlemen and Officers, 
whereof ſome are written in ſuch awk- 
ward Characters, and ſolittle legible, 
thatTcould never have unriddled them, 
without the afliſtence of a perſon very 
Skiltuil in that difficult art of deciphe- 
ring all ſorts of ancient writing. I 
mean Don Jehn Fericart an ancient 
man in Holy Orders, of the Abbey of 
St. Nicholas aux Bois in Picardy ; who 
having labour'd to place in their due 
order, 'and to copy out the Titles and 
Antnentique pieces of many ancient 
£ | Mona- 
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Monaſteries, applies himſelf at preſent, 412 1577. 


by permiſſion from my Lord Biſhop of 
Laon his ſuperiour, to a work ſo ne- 
ceſlary in the Treaſury of Chartres, 
and in the famous Library of the Ab- 
bey Royal of St. Vitor of Pars, where 
he has found wherewithall to exerciſe 
the talent of the moſt knowing, on 
a greatnumber of Titles, of more than 
ſix hundred years ſtanding, and above 
three thouſand Manuſcripts, of the 
rareſt and moſt Ancient ſort, which 
compoſe the moſt pretious part of that 
excellent and renowned Library. *Tis 
then to this man's induſtry that I am 
owing for this piece ; and to deal ſin- 
cerely, ſo as not to paſs my conjeCtures 
on the Reader for ſolid truths, I have 
left Blanks for two of their. names, 
becauſe the letters which compos'd 
them , cou'd never be certainly diſtin- 


ouiſh'd. 
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The Afociation, made betwixt 
the Princes, Lords, Gentle- 
men and others, as well of 
the State Ecclefiaſtique, as 
of the Noblefle and third 
Eſtate, Subjects and Inha- 
bicants of the Countrey of 
Picardy. 


J2 the Name of the Holy Trinity, 
any of the Communication of the 
pretiors body of Jeſus Chriſt. Te 
have pxom(s'd and ſwom upon the Þo- 
iy Goſpels, and upon our Lives, Ho» 
nours, and Eſtates to purſite, and 
keep inviolably the things herein a- 
greed, and by us ſubſcribed, on pain 
of being fo ever declared fozC(wopn and 
infamous, and held to be men unwoz- 
thy of all Gentility and Honour, 

Firſt of all, it being known, that 
the great practices and Conſpiracies, 
made againſt the honour of God, the 
Holy Catholick Church, and againit 
tye Eſtate and Wonarchy — = 
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Realm of France, as well by ſome 421 577- 


Subjects of the ſame as by Foxianers, 
and the long and continual wars and 
Civil diviſions have ſo much weaken- 
ed our Kings and reducd them to 
ſuch neceſſity, that it isno longer poſ[- 
ſible fo2 them of themſelves to (ſtan 
the erpence convenient and expedient 
fo2 the pzeſervation of our Religion,no2 
hereafter to maintain us under their 
p!otection in ſurety of our perſons, fa- 
milies, and foztunes, in which we have 
heretofoze received (0 much loſs and 
damage. ; 

Le have judged it to be moſt ne- 
ceſſary and ſeaſonable, to render , 
in the firſt place, the honour which we 
owe to God, to the manutention of 


our Catholique Religion, and even to 


ſhew our ſelves mo2e affectionate fo2 
the preſervation of it, than ſuch as 
are ſtrayed from the god Religion, 
are fo2 the advancement of a new any 
falſe opinton, 

And to this effect, we ſwear and 
pomiſe, to emplop our ſelves with all 
our powers to reſtoze and to maintain 
the exerciſe of our ſaid Catholique, 
Ipoſtolique and Roman Religion, in 
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bixn educated, and in which we reſolve 
to ive and die. 

And we (wear and p2omiſe alſo afl 
obedience, honour and moſt humble 
ſervice, to King Henry now reigning, 
whom God has given us fo2 our S0- 
vereign King and Low, lawfully cal- 
led, by the Law of the Kingdom, to 
the ſucceſſion of his P2eveceſſours, and 
after him to all the Poſterity of the 
Þouſe of Valois, andothers who after 
thoſe of the ſaid houſe of Valois, ſhaft 
be called by the Law of the Realm to 
the Crown, 

And upon the obedience and ſervice 
which we are obliged by all manner of 
rights to render to our (aid King Hen- 
ry nowreigning, we farther pzomile ta 
employ our lives and foztunes, fo2 the 
preſexvation of his Authozity, and exe- 
cution of ſich commandments, as by 
him and his Lieutenant Generals 02 
others having power from him, ſhall 
be made to us, as well fo2 maintain- 
ing the onely exerciſe of the Cathg- 
lique, Apoſtolique and Roman Religt- 
on in France, as fo? bainging toreaſon 
and full ſibmiſton his Rebellious 
Subſes 


Bro Ion 2s > af . ws * 
EE PTS, 


The Hiflory of the League. 


45 


Subjects ; without acknowledging any 4m 1577. 


other whomſoever, than himſelf, and 
ſich as ſhall beby him ſet in command 
over Us. 

And fozaſmuch as by the gadneſs 
of our ſaid King and Sovereign Lozd, 
it hath pleaſed him to doe ſo much gd 
to all his Subjects of his Realm, as 
toconvoke them to a general Aſſembly 
of all the Dwers and Eſtates of it, 
thereby to vnderſtand all the com- 
plaints and grievances of his ſaid 
Subjects, and to make a god and ho- 
ly Refozmatton of the abuſes and dif: 
oders which have continued of along 
time in the ſaid Realm, hoping that 
God will give us ſome god reſolutt- 
ons, by the means of ſo good and 
great an Aſſembly, we p2omiſe, and 
ſwear to employ our lives and fo2- 
tunes, fo2 the entire perfozmance of 
the Reſolution of the ſaid Eſtates ; 
in that eſpecially which ſhall depend on 
the retention of our Catholique, Apo- 
ſfolique and Roman Religion, the 
preſervation of the greatneſs and att- 
thozity of our King, the god and quiet 
of our Countrey, all of this notwith- 
ſanding, without p2ejudice to our Lt- 
berties 
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we underſfand to be always matn- 
—_; and peſerv'd fully and entire- 

And farther to the effect aboveſafd, 
all of us who have hereunto ſubſcribd, 
Momiſe to kiep our ſelves in a readi- 
neſs, well arm'd, mounted, and ac- 
companied accozving toour Qualities, 
immediately upon advertiſement given 
us,toput fn Execution that which ſhall 
be commanded on the part of the King 
our ſaio SovereignLow, by his Liett- 
tenant Generals, 02 others having 
from him Power and Authozity, as 
well fo2 the pzeſervation of our J20- 
vince, as fo2 going otherwhere, if it 
be needfull fo2 the p2eſervation of our 
Dot wit and ſervice of his ſai 

ajeſty, 

Without its being lawfull o2 per- 
mitted to Gentlemen, to place them- 
ſelves 02 take employment under other 
Coznets, than thoſe of the Head, 02 
the Batily-werks, ttt which they ſhall 
be reſident, unleſs by permiſſion and 
leave of the King, o2 his Lieutenant, 
02 at leaſt of the Head Elect of the ſaid 
Aſſociation, who is Monſieur de Hu- 
muiuecr C54 
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mieres, to whom we pomiſe-to render == 


all honour and obedience. 

To the Council (oz aſſiſtance) of 
whom ſhall be be calld and. employ'd, 
ſir of the Pzincipal Gentlemen of the 
Pyovince, and others of quality and 
fidelity requiſite, with the advice of 
whom, to p2ovide fo2 the execution of 
the ſaid matters, fo2 the expence, en- 
tertainment, and other charges, con- 
benient andneceſſaryfo2 ſucheffec, ac- 
coding as the ſaid Countrey can fur- 
niſh and ſupply. 

Fo2 which ſaid Countrey we offer 
fo: ſuch effect, even to the number of 
four Comets, men on hozſeback, well 
mounted and arm'd, and eleven En- 
ſigns of Foot, as well fo2 preſervation 
of the ſaid P2ovince, as to.be other- 
where employed as ned ſhall be; yet 
no ways compeehending the Compa- 
nies of the old eſtabliſhment, in con- 
ſideration that they are obliged to ſerve 

otherwhere. So that fo2 every of 
the ſaiv Companies, be they Þozſe 
Q Foot, the Gentlemen of the 
Countrey, men of valour and expe- 
rience ſhall be named to the King's 
Lieutenant, 0z to him who ſhall be 
impow:- 


47 


- 4 ARIES. UE i i. 8 ES” AT T_T 


_— —— 


48 


The Hiflory of the League. 


4mo 1577- impower'd fo2 that purpoſe from his 


Dajeſty, out of theſaid tht, tomake 
election and choice of one. 

_ And becauſe ſuch Levies cannot be 
made without great coſts and erpen- 
ces; and that it is moſt juſt fn ſich 
an Emergency, and neceſſity, to em- 
ploy all means, which are in the po- 
wer of any man, there ſhall be levied 
and collected upon the Countrey the 
ſums of money conventent and necef- 
ſary fo2 this, by the advice of the 
Ring's Lieutenant, o2 otherempower- 
ed from his Bajeſty, which he ſhall af- 
terwards be petitiond, to authoz5e 
and make valid, as betng fo2 an occa- 
ſion ſo holy and ſo erpreſs, as is the 
ſervice of God, and that of his ſaid 
Majeſty : in which levying of Money, 


nevertheleſs, no Gentlemen ate o2 


ſhall be meant to be comprehended, 
conſidering that they will do perſonal 
ſervice,” 02 (et out Men with Hozſes 
and Arms, accozving as it ſhail be 02- 
dain'd fo2 them to doe by the Head of 


' the League, o2 by others deputed by 


him. 

And fo2 the moe caſic erecution of 
the ſatd employments, there ſhall o= 
eLvery 
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every Baily-wick oz Seneſchals Court Ann. 1577+ | 


ofthe ſafd Countrey,deputed,oneo2 two 
Gentlemen, 02 others of capacity and 
fidelity requiſite, to give infomation 
of the means, and underſtand particut- 
larly upon the places, that which ſhall 
be niedfull to be done, to repott it af: 
ferwards, and inſfruct concerning it, 
thoſe who fhall be employed by the G9- 
vernour, 02 Lieutenant from the 
roy 02 ſame other (mpower'd from 
im, 

And if ahy of the ſaid Catholiques 
of the ſaid ]P2ovince, after having bxn 
requir'd to enter into the peſent Afſo- 
ciation, ſhall make difficulty, 02 uſe de- 
lays, conſidering that it is onely fo2 
the honour of God, the ſervice of the 
King, the gov andquiet of our Coun- 
trey, he ſhall be Held in all the JÞ20- 
vince fo2 an Enemy of God, and & 
Deſertour of his Religion, a Rebel 
to his King, a betrayer of his Coutt- 
trey, aid by common agreement and 
conſent of all goodmen, ſhall be aban- 
von'd by all, ard lefc, and erpos'd to 
all injuries anv oppreſſtons which can 
come upoi him, without ever being 
receivd into company, friendſhip and 

E alitance 
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V2; alliance of the underwaitten Aloctats 


and Confederates 3 who have all p2o- 


"mis friendſhip and good intetfigence 


amongſt themſelves, fo2 the manu- 
tention of their Religion, ſervice of 
the King, and preſervation of thetr 


Countrey, with their Perſons, Fox 4 


tunes, and Familtes, 
We p2omiſe, farthermoze, to kirp 


one another, under the obedience and 


authozity of his Bajeſty, in all ſurety 
and quiet, and to pzeſerve and defend 
our ſelves from all oppreſſion of others, 
And if there ſhall happen any difference 
02quarrel amongſt us, it ſhall be com- 
pos'd by the Lieutenant General ofthe 
King, and thoſe who by him ſhall be 


- called, who ſhall cauſe to te erecutend, 


Under the god pleaſure and Authoaity 
of his ſaid Majeſty that which ſhall be 
adviſed to-be juſt andreaſonable fo2 our 
reconciliation. 

And in caſe it be adviſed fo2 the ſervice 
of the Kin, the goodand quict of the 
ſaid ]P2ovince and to compaſs the ends 
of our intentions, that it' be neceflary 
to hold cozreſpondence wtth other 
neighbouring 422ovinces, we p2omile 
to (uccour and atd them, with all our 
power 
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ſhall be ower'D by the Lieutenant of 
the King, 02 other having power from 
his Bajeſty. 

And we alſo pzomiſe to employ our 
ſelves with all our power and means 
to pzeſerve and keep the State Eccle- 
ſiaſtique from all oppreſſion and in- 
jury, and if by wap of action o2 other: 
wiſe, any one attempts to woe them 
damage, be it in their perſons 02 their 

oods, to oppoſe ſuch perſon, and de- 
end them, as being united and Aſſo- 
ciated with them, fo2 the nefence and 
preſervation .of the Honour of God 
and out Religion. 

And becauſe it is not our intention 
any ways to moleſt thoſe of the new 
opinion, who will contain themſelves 
from enterpxtzing any thing againſt 
the Honour of God, the Service of 
the King, the good and quiet of his 
Skhibjects, we p2omiſe to preſerve them, 
without their being any ways put in 
trouble fo2 their Conſciences, 02 mo- 
leſted in their perſons, goods, ho- 
nours and families, P2ovided that 
thep donot contravene in any ſozt,that 
which ſhall be by 7 Dajeſty _ 

p 
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power and means, fn ſuch manner ag 4**_-577- 
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Eſtates, 02 any thing whatſoever of the 
ſaid Catholique Religion. 

And fozaſmuch as this cauſe ought 
to be common fndifferently to all per- 
ſons who make p2ofeſſion to live in the 
Catholique Religion 5 we the Cnder- 
witten, admitandreceive into the pe- 
ſent Union all perſons placed in Att 
thozity, and Eſtate of Judicature and 
Juſtice, Cozpozations of Towns, and 
Commonalties of theſame, and gene- 
rally all others of the third Eſtate, 
living Catholiquely, as it hath ben 
ſaid, p2omiſing in like manner to 
maintain, pzeſerve and keep them from 
all violence and opp2efſion, be it in 
their perſons 02 their gods, every one 
in his quality and vocation, 

We have pomiſed and ſw22n to 
kirep theſe Articles aboveſaid 3 and to 
obſerve them from point to point, 
without ever contravening them, and 
without having regard to aiiy f(riend- 
{hip , kind2ed and alliance, which we 
may have to any perſoti:, of any gua- 
iity and Religion whatſoever , who 
ſhall oppoſe 02 b2rak the Commands 
mcits any Owinances of the King, 
the 
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the good and quiet of this Kingpom, 4”;_'577- 


.and in like manner to keep ſecret the 


preſent Afloctation, without any com- 
municatfon of it, 02 making any per- 
ſon whomſoever pzivy to it, but onc!y 
ſuch as ſhall be of the peſent Aſfocta- 
tion 3 The which we will ſwear, aid 
affirm alſo upon our Tonſciences, and 
Honours, and under the penalties 
here abovementioned: The whole un: 
der the Authozity ofthe King 3 renoun- 
cing all other Aſſociations 3 1f any have 


bien heretofoze made. 

]. Humieres. Loys de Belloy. 

L. Chaulnes. A. du Caurel. 

F. de Poix. Pierre de Trouville. 
A. de Monchy. A. Ravye. 

S. de Monchy. ]. de Baynaſt. 

De Payllart. De Callonne. 
Mailly De Lancry. 


Anthonie de Gouy. F. d' Aumalle. 
Loys de Querecques. A. de La Riviere. 
Lovis d' Eſtournel. A. de Humieres. 
Adrian de Boufflers. Du Biez. 

F. deSt. Blymond. Lameth. 

De Rouveroy. F. Ramerelle. 
Jehande Baynaſt. Boncourr. 

L. de Warluzer. De Gliſy. 

C.de Trerquefmen. A. du Hamel. 
Philippes de Marle. De Prouville. 

E 3 L. de 


v4 
Am, 1577- L. de Valpergue. 
LY Raul de Ponquet. 
L. de Margival. 
De Lauzeray. 

M. Relly. 
Francois Hanicque. 
J. de Belloy. 
Claude d' Ally. 
Loys de Feſtart. 
Du Chaſteller. 

P. de Mailleſeu. 
Charles de Croy. 
N: Le Roy. 

Jehan du Bos, 

N. de la Warde. 
V. de Brioys. 
Claude de Bury. 

]. Lamire. 
Deſloſles. 

N. de Amerval. 
Philippes de Toigny. 
Guy Damiette. 
Jehap de Flavigny. 
N. de Hangeſt. 
De Forceville. 

P. de Canrry. 
Charles d' Offay. 

]. de Belleval. 

A. de La Chapelle. 
Loys d' Ancbont. 
P. Trufher. | 
]. de Senicaurt, 
De Mons. 
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Du Plaſher. 

Nicholas de Lontines. 
N. de St. Blymon. 

]. d Amyens. 

De Forceville. 
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Ogier de Maintenant. 

F. de Bacouel. 

De Pende. 

= Aumalle. 
ontoyvry. 

De Sailly. 

Aſeuillers. 

pm de Coney. 
. de Poqueſolle. 

Sainte Maure. 

De Rambures. 

Claude de Crequy. 

Jacque d' Ally. 

Adrien de Jrin. 

Jheroſme de Fertin. 

Le Caron. 

De Montehuyor. 

P. de La Roche. 

R. de Mailly. 

]. de Forceville. 

La Gualterye. 

N. dela Vieufville. 

A. de la Vieufville. 
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A. de Mercatel, P. de Saint Deliz. 
De Perrin, Heilly. 
De Milly. ]. de Belloy. 


TJoſſe de Saveuſes. A. de Biencourt. 
Jehan de Bernetz, Jehan de Biencourr. 
A. de Boves. Claude de Pontaine. 
TJehan d' Eftourmal. De Nointel. 

E. de St. Omer. Pierre de Bloletiery. 
Belleforiere. Adrian Picquer. 
Antoine d' Ardre. Anthoine Le Blond. 
De la V jeufville. Jehan Picquer. 

A.de Monchy. Le Grand, 


]. de Maulde. De Bafincourr, 

]. de la Paſture. Auguſtin d' Auxy. 
L. Du Moulin. ]. de Verdellot. 

A. du Queſnoy. E. Taſlart. 

]. de Milly. ]. de Montain. 
Francois de Saveuſes. Genvoys. 

De Lauzeray. Du Menil. 

Loys de Moy. ]. Dey. 


]. de Hallencourt. J. Taflarr. 
De Sainte Anne, Aﬀlevillers. 


De Villers. Charles de Pontaine- 
]. de Happlaincourt. Du Breulle. 
A. de Broye. De Hauteville. 


Claude de "Warſuſell A. de Mouſquet, 
Jehan de Caron. ]. du Nas. 

Charles de Caron. Sebaſtien de Hangre. 
A. De Lameth. ]. de la Motte. 

A. de Camouſſlon. De Hacqueville. 

M. Deſtourmel. A. Noyelle. 
Anthoine de Hamel. C. de Pas. 
Gilles de Boffles | -—— ——- —_ 
E 4 Charles 
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Am. 1579. Charles du Pleflier. A.de Guiery. 


Saint Leu Simon. Du Caurell. 


Du Caſtel. De Sericourt. 
Francois da Caſtel, Du Meſnis. 
A. de Ptolly. De Cambray. 


A. de Eſtourmel. A. de Lancry. 
A. de L' Orme Du Puids. 
Jehan du Boſc. Domons. 

A. de Bithily. 
Tehan de Bernetz. De Marmicourt. 
De Louchart. Berton. 

De Warmade. Pierre Le Car. 


This day being the thirteenth of 
February, in the year one thouſand 
fre hundred ſeventy ſeven : We the 
Underwritten being congregated and 
Aſſembled, in the ZTown-Fouſe of Pe- 
roume , according, to the appointment 
of the High and Puiſſant Lord, Meſſre 
Jaques de Flumieres, Knight of the 
order of the King our Sovereign, Coun- 
icllour in his Privy Council, his Cham- 
berlain in Ordinary, Captain of fitty 
men of Arms of the Eſtabliſhment , 
Governour an] Lieutenant for his 
Majeſty , of Peronne , Montdidier and 
Roye, and Head of the Holy League 
and Catho{ique Aſſociation in *Picardy, 
have to the ſaid Lord made Oath, and 
Sworn 
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Sworn upon the Holy Zwangeli/ts, to Am. 1577 


keep inviolably and punCtually the 
Articles here above written , of the 
faid Aſſociation and Holy League, and 
that for the Body and Inhabitants of 
the ſaid Town , repreſenting them : 
Done in the Chamber of the faid 
Town the day, &c. aboveſaid ; and 
we haveall ſfign'd it. Claude Le Fevre, 
Regiſter of the ſaid Town. 


L.Deſmerliers. Le Caron. 

F. de Hen. Le Saige. 

L. Le Fevre. Dudel. 

F. Morel. F. de La Motte. 
De Flamicourt. Le Fevre, Regiſter. 


Whatſoever Reſolution was taken to 
keep this Treaty ſecret, it was impoſ- 
ſible to be long conceal'd being ſign'd 
by ſo many men who were deſirous 
to have Copies of it. Accordingly, 
there were found ſome both amongſt 
the Catholiques and Proteſtants, who 
were not wanting to anſwer it publi- 
quely, endeavouring to make appear 
in their Writings, the injuſtice which 
they ſaid was couch'd under thoſe fair 
and ſpecious proteſtations which they 
demonſtrate 
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+ 1577- demonſtrate, particularly in this, that 
" Without the King's privity, there was 


made a Confederation and Aſſociation 
of many perſons of all the Orders of 
the States, who. combine themſelves 
to reform the Abuſes of it : That ano- 
ther Head of it was choſen , and not 
the King. That they bind themſelves 
by a new invented Oath to that Head, 
and that they take upon them to make 
Levies of men and money. *Tis with- 
out all manner of diſpute, they fay, 
that this direAtly ſtrikes at the founda- 
tion of the Monarchy, if done with- 
out the expreſs permiſſion of the King, 
to whom onely it belongs to give out 
thoſe orders which he judges to be ne- 
ceſlary for the ſafety of the State, and 
the well being of his Subjects. 
Moreover as great evils are com- 
monly contagious, and that a dange- 
rous Conſpiracy is like Poiſon , which 
beginning from any little part, if 
Sword and Fire and violent Re- 
medies be not immediately apply'd, 
and if the Scorpion be not crutſh'd up- 
on the place which he has envenom'd , 
ſpreads it ſelf ſwiftly throughthe whole 


| body : thus the example ot the Picards 


tor 


The Hiftory of the League. 


for want of immediate aQting with 4m TT — 


force and vigour, againſt the Authours 
of that tendency to Rebellion , was 
quickly follow'd in all the Provinces 
of the Kingdom, by many perſons of 
all ranks and conditions , who under 
the fair pretence of Religion , inroll'd 
themſelves covertly in the Leagae. 
But he who moſt openly declar'd tor 
it, was the Lord. Louis de Trimoiiille 
who was afterwards Governour of Poz- 
tou, and the Pais df” Auns. For as he 
was moſt extremely incensd againſt 
the ZHuguenets, who becauſe he was 
not favourable to them, took all occa- 
ſions of revenge upon him, and by fre- 
_ inrodes, had made ſpoil of his 

ate, and was on very ill terms with 
the Count de Laude, Governour of that 
Province, and a faithfull Servant of 
the King ; He fail'd not to take advan- 
tage of the occaſion which was offerd 
him , to be head of a powerfull par- 
ty againſt them, and to declare him- 
ſelf for the League, into which hecaus'd 
a great part ot the Towns and Nobili- 
ty, both of 7Touraine and of Poiton, to 


enter, 
Thus 
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Thus was the League fram'd and be- 
camein a ſhort time exceeding power- 
full ; while the King who cou'd not 
poſſibly be ignorant of the deſigns 
and practices, or the dargerous con- 
ſequences of it , either durſt not, 
or wou'd not oppoſe it : whether 
it were that fatal drowſineſs which 
oppreſsd him, plung'd as he was in 
his delights, or the lazineſs of an 
unactive effkeminate way of living , a- 
verſe from labour, and application to 
buſineſs; or were it that the Queen 
Mother who at that time wasno other 
ways link'd to the Guiſes, than by her 
hatred to the Fuguenots, who had en- 
deavour'd to ruine her, made the King 
believe that he ought to ſerve himſe't 
of that Leagae, to infeeble and abaſe 
them, by taking from them all thoſe 
great advantages, which they had not 
obtain'd but through compulſion in 
the laſt Peace, fo odious and inſup- 
portable to the Catholiques. 

"Tis what was driven at and done 
in the firſt Eſtates , which were held 
at Bloys ; which began in the month 
of November the ſame year, 1576. 


The Proteſtants had importunately 
demanded 
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demanded them, when the laſt Treaty 41 1577- 


was concluded ; not at all doubting 
as they were in conjunction with the 
Politiques, but that they ſhould be the 
ſtrongeſt, and that conſequently they 
ſhou'd procure the Edit of May to be 
confirm'd, which was fo favourable to 
them. But they were deceiv'd in their 
expeQations, for it was found that by 
the management of the Queen Mother 
and the Guiſes, and by the Money 
which was diſtributed in the particu- 
lar Aſſemblies of the Provinces, not 
onely that almoſt all the Deputies 
were Catholiques , but that alſo the 
greateſt part of them were of the 
League. Inſomuch that without re- 
gard to the proteſtations of the King 
of Navarre, and the Prince of Conde, 
againſt the States ; and after the re- 
fulal, which thoſe two Princes, and 
the Marſhal 4 4mvile , Head of the 
Politiques had made, to-aſfliſt in them, 
to which they had vigorouſly been 
ſolicited by a ſolemn deputation ; the 
Edit of May was finally revok'd, and 
prohibition made to all exerciſe of the 
pretended Reformation , and all the 
Minitters , and DireQtours were = 
ni 
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Edic, till ſuch time as they ſhou'd 
be converted. Behold in what 
manner the Proteſtants, who as 
yet were not apprehenſive of the 
League, found by experience that it 
was ſtronger than their party in the 
Eſtates according as the King had hop'd 
it wou'd be. 

But on the otherſide that Prince, 
immediately perceiv'd that it acted 
not with leſs artifice and vigour, to 
weaken his own authority, than to 
pull down the party of the Z/ugue- 
#ots. Fer they had the impudence to 
demand of him that the Articles which 
ſhou'd be approv'd by the three 
Eſtates, ſhou'd paſs into inviolable 
Laws, which it ſhou'd not be in his 
power to alter, and that for other Ar- 
ticles, concerning which the States 
cou'd not agree amongſt themſelves ; 
his Majeſty might be permitted to or- 
dain, conformably to what ſhou'd be 
found juſt and reaſonable, by the ad. 
vice of the Princes of the bloud, and 
twelve of the Deputies. Which to 
ſpeak properly, was to deveſt the King 
of his Sovereiga Power in making Or- 
dinances 
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dinances and Laws, and to transfer it {*:,257- 


to the States, according to the projet 
of the League. 

This undoubtedly fſurpriz'd the 
King, but he was yet much more a- 
maz'd when at the ſame time, there 
was ſhewn him the Memoires of one 
David an Advocate, which contain'd 
certain propoſitions the moſt villa- 
nous and deteſtable that can poſſibly 
be imagin'd. 

For that Fellow who was onely a 
pitifull wretched Advocate, a Deten- 
der of the worſt Cauſes, and ſuch as 
were given for quite loſt, lays down 
at the firſt for an undoubted Prin- 
ciple, © That the Benediction of Popes, 
* and principally that of Stephen the 
« Second, was beſtow'd on the Race 
* of Charlemain alone, and not exten- 
* ded to that of Z7ugh Capet, an U- 
+ © ſurper of the Crown ; And that on 
* the contrary, he by that Uſurpation 
* has drawn on his Deſcendants thoſe 
* Curſes, the deplorable effets of 
* which have been ſeen in ſo many 
* Hereſies ; and above all others, in 
* that of the Calviniſts, who have 
* laid waſte the Kingdom by Civil 
* Wars 
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* Wars, which after the fruitleſs Vie- 
© tories gain'd againſt them, have been 
* ſucceeded by a Peace, moſt advan- 
* tageous to thoſe Heretiques : that, 
this notwithſtanding, God Almigh- 
* ty whoſe property it is to draw 
« good out of evil, has made ule of 
* that extreme horrour which all good 
* Catholiques haveconceiv'd for that uri- 
« happy Peace, to _ the Princes of 
* Lorrain to their rights, whoareas that 
* Advocate pretends, and as the people 
* were made to believe, the true Poſte- 
* rity of Charlemain. After this he 
makes a fulſome panegyrique of them, 
extolling them infinitely above the 
Princes of the Bloud , againſt whom 
he moſt fatyrically declaims. Fatther, 
he propoſes the means which ought to 
be employ'd, to animate the people 
againſt them, and to oppreſs them in 
the States, as well as the FHuguenots ; 
adviſing that the King ſhou'd be 
oblig'd to declare War againſt them, 
and to give the command of his Arms 
to the Duke of Guiſe. Then adds, 
that when the Duke, who will quick- 
ly have ſuppreſs'd and-rooted out the 
Hlugnenots, ſhall have made himſelf 
Maſter 
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Kingdom ; and that all things ſhall 
bend under the power of the League; 
he ſhall cauſe the proceſs of Monfrear, 
the King's Brother to be made, as a ma- 
nifeſt abetter of the Zugeenots ; and 
after having ſhav'd the King, and con- 
fin'd him to a Covent, he jhall receive 
the Crown, with the benediQtion of 
the Pope ; thall make the Council of 
Trent to be receiv'd, ſhall ſubje& the 
French, without any reſtriftion to the 
obedience of the Holy See, and abo- 
liſh all the pretended liberties of the 
Gallicane Church. 

It muſt be acknowledg'd with all 
ingenuity , that it is not credible as 
ſome have vainly imagin'd , that the 
Huguenots forg'd thole horrible Me- 
moures, and caus'd them to be printed, 
to blacken and make odious the name 
of the Leagze among(t all good Cathe- 
ligues. For 'tis molt certain that this 
Advocate , who hated mortally the 
Huguenots, by whom he had been ill 
usd, and upon that account had en- 
tirely devoted himſelf to the Leage, 
undertook of his own head a Voyage 
to Rome, to carry thither thoſe Me- 
F moires 
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Ann 1577- moires, and to preſent them to the 


Pope, in hopes to ingage him in that 
party ; and that having been kill'd by 
ſome accident in his Journey, thoſe pa- 
pers were found in his Portmantue. 
Beſides, that the Lord John de YViwvonne, 
the King's Ambaſſadour in Spain, ſent 
him a copy of them, aſſuring him that 
they had been ſhewn to King Philip. 
But 1n plain truth, there is great pro- 
bability, that thoſe Memoires were 
onely the produdt of the fooliſh crack'd 
brain'd Advocate, who being diſcom- 
posd by his paſſion diſcharg'd upon 
the paper all his furious imaginations 
and chimerique dreams, in forming 


_ this ridiculoys proje&t, which no man 


can reade, without diſcovering at the 
ſame time all the ſigns of a diſtraſted 
mind. 

The Duke though full of ambition, 
was not ſo weak to fall into the Snare 
of thoſe extravagances ; and if he were 
ſo haughty, as to ſoare in his imagi- 
nation to the poſſeſſion of a Crown, 
it was not till of a long time after- 
wards; and when he faw that Mon- 


fiear being dead, and the King without 


appearance of having any Dn * 
the 
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the ſucceſſion was of courſe to fall on 4m 1577 


the King of Navarre, whom the Duke 
under pretence that the faid King was 
a relapsd Heretique, believ'd that he 
might eaſily cauſe to be excluded from 
the Crown, and that in nis place he 
might himſelf obtain it. 

What I may lay down for a certain 
truth is, that there was never an 
piece ſo black, ſo malicious, and fo 
groſs as was that of a certain Proteſ- 
tant Writer, who has compild the 
Memoires of the League , and who 
wou'd have it, that thoſe Articles 
which are contain'd in the miſerable 
Writings of David the Advocate, were 
onely the extract of a ſecret Council 
neld at Rome, in the Confſiſtory , by 
Pope Gregory the thirteenth, to exter- 
minate the Royal race, and to ſet the 
Princes of Lorrain upon the Throne, 
For it is ſo falſe, that this Pope who 
was always very prudent and mode- 
rate, ſhou'd doe any thing of that na- 
ture, that he conſtantly perſiſted in 
refuſing to approve the League, what- 
ever inſtance was made to him ; 
though it was promisd him, toingage 
him by his intereſt, that they wou'd 
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Amo 1577. begin the execution of this great pro- 


jet, by chaſing the Z7uguenors out 
of the Coitnty of Avignon and Dau- 
phine , to take from them all means 
of troubling the poſſeſſions of the 
Church, and of paſſing into /raly : Nay 
farther, he repli'd to thoſe who were 
plying him inceſſantly, and propoſing 
the welfare and ſecurity of Religion, 
thereby to make him countenance the 
League, that it was in his opinion but 
a pretext, and that thoſe who made it 
had other ſecret deſigns, which they 
had no mind to publiſh in the Articles 
of their Aſſociation. | 
In the mean time, thoſe pernicious 
Memoires, with thoſe impudent pro- 
poſitions of the Aſſociators, induc'd 
the King to a ſtrongapprehenſion, that 
the League was not form'd more againſt 
the Z7uguenots, than it was for the ſub- 
verſion of his Authority. And, as he 
wanted magnanimity of to take 
up a bold and generous reſolution, of 
oppreſling ſo dangerous a FaCtion 1nits 
infancy, which he might have per- 
form'd ; foto deliver himſelf from that 
formidable danger , he took indiret 
courſes, and much unworthy of a King, 
following 
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following the timorous Counſels of the Ame 1577- 
Sieur de Morviltier. That famous 
John de Morvillier, who was Biſhop 
of Orleans, and afterwards Garde de 
* Sceaux of France after the diſgrace * £4. Keeprr. 
and retirement of the Chancellour de 
F Hoſpital, was undoubtedly one of 
the greateſt men of thoſe times ; and 
he who had the greateſt credit and Au- 
thority in Council ; generally valu- 
* «ed, and belov'd, for his excellent qua- 
lities, and above all for the mildnelis of 
his temper, and his rare moderation, 
© joynd with an exatt prudence, and 
* bryge capacity, not onely in the ma- 
nagement of affairs, but alſo in all ſorts 
of Sciences, proper for a man of his 
profeſſion, and even in the ſtudies of 
Humanity, Poetry and Eloquence. 
This he frequently made appear, in 
thoſe excellent Speeches which he drew 
up for our Kings, and principally that 
* which AHexry the third pronounc'd 
PER with ſo much applauſe, in the firſt 
W Eſtates, at Blox. For this reaſon he 
was extremely importun'd to write the 
Hiſtory of his times, becauſe it was 
the general belief that no man cou'd 
«quit himſelf of ſo noble an employ- 
F 3 ment 
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Amo 1577- ment, with ſo much cloquence, judg- 


ment and paliteneſs as himſelf. But, 
as that Subject was not very favourable 
to the two laſt Kings, Charles the 
Ninth, and Henry under whom he 
liv'd, that on the one fide, he was too 
generous, and too gratefull to write 
any thing, which might diſhonour and 
blaſt the memory of thoſe two Princes 
his Benefa&ours, and that on the other 
ſide, he was too ſincere, and too ho- 
neſt to betray and ſuppreſs the truth, 
with any ſhametull baſeneſs, or to al. 
ter and corrupt it with mean flatteries, 
altogether unworthy of the majeſty, 
and noble freedom of Hiſtory, he ſaid 
pleaſantly to his friends, in excuſing 
himſelf from their ſolicitations, that he 
was too much a Servant of the Kings 
his good Maſters, toundertake the wri- 
ting oftheirLives. A notable ſaying; the 
ſenſe of which examin'd to the bottom 
ought to oblige great Princes to doe 
great things,thereby to furniſh a ſincere 
Hiſtorian with materials, whereby to 
render their Memory immortal, and 
to fill the World with the glory of their 
names. But on the otherſide it gives an 
Hiſtorian to underſtand, that when he 
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is oblig'd to write a Hiſtory, neither 4-2 1577- 


fear, nor hope, nor threatnings, nor re- 
wards, nor hatred, nor love, nor par- 
tiality, nor prejudice to any perſon, 
ought to turn him one ſingle ſtep out 
of the direct road of truth, for which 
he is accountable to his Reader, if he 
intends not to draw upon himſelf the 
contempt and indignation of poſte- 
rity, which will never fail to condemn 
him for an Impoſtor and a publick 
poiſoner. 

Thus you have the CharaQer of 
this great Man; in whom nothing 
cou'd be cenſur'd, but that he was 
ſomewhat too timorous, and that he 
had not firmneſs and reſolution enough 
to give generous and bold advice 1n 
preiling emergencies, ſo to have cut 
up by the root thoſe great evils which 
threatned the Government. There- 
fore, when he ſaw the King, ( who 
was yet more fearfull than himſelf, ) 
amaz'd atthe audaciouſneſs of the 40> 
ciators ; And likewiſe was of opinion, 
that if he wou'd have ventur'd, it was 
not inhis power to have ſuppreſs'd the 
League, knowing alſo full well that, 
os Yn Mother who was his Ma- 
F 4 ſter's 
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Azmo 1577- ſter's Oracle, and who underhand ſup- 


ported the League, would never c6n- 
ſent, that the ruine of it ſhou'd be en- 
deavour'd, and that, on the other ſide 
he was very deſirous to draw the King 
out of this preſent plunge ; betwixt 
both, he took a trimming kind of 
way, by which he thought he ſhou'd 
be able to preſerve the Royal Autho- 
rity, without the deſtruQtion of the 
League. To this effe&t, nor doubting 
but that in caſe it were not prevented, 
they wou'd chuſe a Head, who had 

wer to turnit againſt the King him- 
ſelf, he advis'd him to declare 1n that 
Aſſembly, that far from oppoſing the 
League of the Catheliques againſt the 
Huguenots, he was relolv'd to make 
himſelf the Head of it, which they 
dar'd not to retuſe him, and by that 
means wou'd make himſelf the diſpoſer 
of it, and provide that nothing ſhou'd 
beenterpris'd againſt him. | 

And truly this was no ill expedi- 
ent , to check, and give a {top for 
ſome time to the execution of thoſe 
vaſt deſigns, which were form'd by 
the Authours of the League. But it 
muſt alſo be confeſs, that by ſigning, 
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this, and cauſing it to be ſign'd b 
others, as he Fo when he Gare 
himſelf the Head of it, he authoris'd 
thoſe very Articles, which manifeſtly 
ſhock'd his Royal Authority ; put the 
League in condition, and even gave 
it a lawfull right, according to that 
Treaty which he approvd, to a 
againſt himſelf, incaſe he ſhou'd diſturb 
it, or finally break with it, which was 
impoſſible nor to happen in ſome time ; 
he infring'd the Peace which he had 
given his Subjets by the Edit of 
Pacification granted to the Fuguenots, 
and precipitated France into that bot- 
tomleſs gulf of miſeries, that are inſe- 
parable trom a Civil War, which him- 
ſelf renew'd, and which was of ſmall 
advantage to him. 

I ſhall not deſcribe the particulari- 
ties of it, becauſe they belong to the 
Hiſtory of France, and have no rela» 
tion to the League, which on that oc- 
caſion ated not, on its own account, 
againſt the Authority of the King, 


By whoſe orders two Armies, the one 
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commanded by the Duke d" Alanſor; © 


the other by the Duke de Hemp, 
attacqu'd the Ziguenots; from who 
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they 


p 


Mt thts 


OO mo OP 9 9 Oe 


74 
Anno 1577- 


Anno 1599. 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


they took La Charite, Iſoite, Brotiage 
and ſome other places of leſs impor- 
tance ; I ſhall onely fay, that the King 
quickly growing weary of the Cares 
of War, which were not mutable to 
his humour, loving, as he paſſionately 
did, his eaſe and pleaſures, A new 
Peace enſued, which was granted to 
the Zuguenots at the end oi Septem- 
ber, in the fame year, by the Edi&t of 
Poitiers, little different from that of 
May, onety with this reſervation, that 
the exerciſe of Calviniſm was reſtrain'd 
within the limits of the former pacifi- 
cations, and that it was forbidden, in 
the Marquiſate of Salzſſes, and the 
County of Avignon. 

Farther, it was during this interval 
of Peace, which was highly diſplea- 
ſing to the Leagaers , that the King 
to ſtrengthen himſelf againſt the 
League, by making himſelf Creatures, 
who ſhou'd inviolably be ingagd to 
his Service by an Oath, more particu- 
lar and more ſolemn, than that which 
univerſally obligd his SubjeCts; eſta- 
bliſh'd and ſolemnisd his new Order 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which is even at 
this day, and after the entire revolu- 
tion 
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tion of an Age, one of the moſt illuſ- Amvi 57s. 


trious marks of Honour , wherewith 
our Kings are accuſtom'd to reward 
the merit and ſervice of the Princes, 
and the moſt ſignaliz'd Nobility. It 
has been for a long time believ'd, that 
Henry the Third, was the Inſtitutour 
and Founder of this Order ; and him- 
ſelf usd whatever means he cou'd, to 
have this opinion eſtabliſh'd in the 
World : But at length the truth is bro- 
ken out, which with whatever arts 
it is ſuppreſsd can never fail, either 
ſooner or later, to exert it ſelf, and to 
render to a man's perſon or his me- 
mory, the blame or praiſe that he de- 
_ ſerves. 

For it has been found out by a way, 
which cannot be ſuſpeRted of forgery, 
and which leaves no farther doubt 
concerning this Subject, that the be- 
ginning of this Order is to bereferr'd 
to another Prince of the Imperial bloud 
of France, T mean Lows d" Anjou ſtyl d 
of Tarento, King, of Jeruſalem and Si- 
cily, who in the year, one thouſand 
three hundred fifty two, inſtituted in 
the Caſtle Del Yovo at Naples, the Or- 
der of the Knights of the Holy Ghoſt, 
on 


— — 


76 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Ame 1579. on the preciſe day of Pentecoft ; by its 


conſtitution containing 25 chapters, 
and which, in the ſtyle of thoſe times, 


thus begins. 


Cue Lewis, by the Gzace of God, 
King of Jeruſalem and Sicily, to the 
Honour of the Holy Ghoſt , on whoſe 
day we were by Gzace, Crownd King 
of our Realms, fo2 the eraltation of 
CThivalry, and increaſe of Honour, 
have odain'd, to make a Society of 
Knights, who Gall be call'd the 
Knights of the Holy Ghoſt , of right 
intention ; and the (atv Knights ſhall 
be to the Number of thtee Hundeed , 
of which we, as beginner and founder 
of that ſai O2der , ſhall be Jaince, 


as alſo ought to be all our Succeſ- 


ſours, King of Jeruſalem and Sicily. 


But ſeeing hedied without Children 
by Queen Tone the firſt, his Wife, and 
that after his death there happen'd 
ſtrange revolutions in that Kingdom, 
that order ſo far periſh'd with him, 
that the memory of it had not re- 
main'd, if the Original of that conſti- 
tution of King Lews, had not by ſome 
accident 
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accident fallen into the poſſeſſion Ame 1579. 


of the Republique of Yenice, who 
made a preſent of it to Henry the 
third, at Fs return from Poland, as of 
a piece that was very rare, and which 
coming from a Prince of the bloud 
Royal, of our Kings deferv'd well 
to be preſerv'd in the Archives of 
France, which was not the intention 
of King Henry. 

For finding this Order to be excel- 
lent, and beſides, that it was exactly 
calculated for him, becauſe being born 
on Whitſunday, he had been Crown'd 
afterwards on the ſame day King of 
Poland, and ſome time after King of 
France, as Lewis of Tarento, had re- 
ceiv'd his two Crowns of Feraſalem 
and Szcily, on the like day before, he 
took a fancy to renew that Order, four 
years after his Coronation. But defi- 
ring to be eſteem'd the Authour of it,he 


chang'd the Collar, where he plac'd 


certain Ciphers, to which has been 
ſubſtituted in following times , the 
Coat of Arms in manner of a Trophy, 
as it is at preſent to be ſeen. And af- 
ter he had tranſcrib'd, what beſt pleas'd 
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him, from the Statutes of that Vn 
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Amo 1579. he commanded Monſieur de Chiverny 
VV to burn the Original, thereby totally 


to extinguiſh the m:mory of it. 

But that Miniſter though moſt faith- 
full to his Maſter, believing not that 
he was bound to be the Executioner 
of that Order , this rare piece deſcen- 
ded to the Biſhop of Chartres, his Son; 
from whom by ſucceſſion of time, it 
fell into the hands of the late Preſi- 
dent de Maiſons , as it 1s related by 
Monfieur le Laboreur , who has given 
us the Copy at large , in the ſecond 
Tome -of his Additions to the Me- 
moires of Monfreur de Caſtelpau. In 
this manner, this famous Order was 
rather reſtor'd than inſtituted, by King 
Henry the Third, to combine a new 
Militia of Knights, which he might 
oppoſe againſt the Leaguers, who 
were much diſſatis'd with the 
Peace, which he had given to the Z/u- 
guenots. 

Nevertheleſs this Peace was not fo 
well obſerv'd, but that from time to 
time they created new diſturbances, 
which two or three years aſterwards 
kindled the ſeventh War, after the re- 
fuſal they had made, to ſurrender thoſe 
cautionary 
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cautionary Towns which had been Ame 1579. | 


granted them for a certain time , 
which was then expird, and by their 
ſurpriſal of ſome other places. Bur 
this War was ended in the ſecond 
year after the conferences of Nerac, 
and Fleix, by a peace which laſted 
four or five years till the League , 
which from the time wherein the King 
had made himſelf their Head, had not 
dar'd to attempt any thing , all on 
the ſudden declar'd it ſelf againſt him, 
under another, the occaſion of -which 
I am going to relate. 

Immedately after the peace was 
made, the Catholiques and Fuguenots, 
whom the Civil War hadarm'd againſt 
each other, joyn'd themſelves to ſerve 
in the Army of the Duke d' Alanſon, 
who being declard Duke of Brabazt, 
by the States of the United Provinces 
of the Netherlands ,  entred as it 
were in Triumph into Cambray, after 
he had rais'd the Seige , which the 
Duke of Parma had laid to it. And 
after having been proclam'd a Sove- 
reign Prince in Aztwerp, and been re- 
ceiv'd at Bruges and Ghext , in the 
lame quality, he continued the War, 
aſſiſted 
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Anno 1379. afliſted underhand by Succours 
WY from France , and openly by the 


Queen of Eng/ard, that he might 
drive the Spanzard out of all the Low- 
Countries. On the other ſide, the 
Queen Mother, who had pretentions 
to the Crown of Portugal , had alſo 
ſent a gallant Navy to the Z7ercera 
Mands, under the Command of her 
Kinſman Philip Strozzi , and openly 
rotected Don Antonio; who after 
ving loſt the Battail before Lisbonne, 
was fled for refuge into France , and 
yet ceas'd not to diſpute that Crown 
againſt King - Philip of Spain. For 
which reaſon that Prince, who fol- 
low'd the Steps of his Father, and of 
Ferdinand, his great Grandfather by 
Gor thingy change of nothing men 
, thought of no more 
than how to — himſelf at our ex- 
pence, and applid himſelf with his ut- 
moſt vigour, to fornent new diviſions a- 
moneſt us, to hinder us from giving 
him trouble in his own Eſtates. 

To this cftet he us'd his beſt endea- 
vours, and employ'd all his arts to in- 
gage the _— Nawarre and Dam- 
vile, who aiter the death of his elder 
Brother, 
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Brother, was now Duke of Montmo- Ann. 1 587. 


rancy, to break the peace, and renew 
the War in favour of the Fuguenots ; 
making not the leaſt ſcruple on that 
occaſion, to at againſt the true inte- 
reſt of Religion, at the ſame rime 
when he upbraided for the ſamething, 
thoſe who in reality made the war 1n 
Flanders, out of no other conſidera- 
tion, but the relief of an oppreſs'd peo- 
ple of which even the greateſt part 
were Catholiques. But ſeeing that de- 
ſign of his cou'd not poſſibly ſucceed, 
for certain reaſons which belong not to 
this Hiſtory, he turn'd his thoughts 
towards the Duke of Guiſe , and gave 
orders to his Ambaſladour Mendoza, 
to omit nothing which might oblige 
him, to make the League take Arms, 
which was already exceeding power- 
full, and of which he might abſolute- 
ly diſpoſe, as being the principal Au- 
thour, and the very Soul of it. 

The Duke who was intrepid, and 
bold ever to raſhneſs,when he had once 
relolv'd upon his Buſineſs, was not- 
withſtanding very ſubtile , and clear- 
ſighted , wary , and prudent enough 
to take juſt meaſures, and not to 1in- 
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Am. 1581. g2gc in any Enterpriſe, of which he 


was-not as much aſlur'd as man cou'd 
be, to have all the means of making 
it ſucceed. From thence 1t procce- 
ded, that he reſiſted for a long time 
the temptation of great Sums that 
were ofter'd him, and held out againſt 
the threatnings of the Ambaſſadour, 
to diſcover the ſecret treaty he had 
made with Doz Fohn of Auſtria, the 
Original of which was in the King of 
Spain's poſleſſion ; nay even againſt 
the preſſing ſolicitations of his Bro- 
thers, and the reſt of the Princes of 
his Houſe, who being more impati- 
ent and leſs diſcerning than he, 
thought every minute an age till he 
declard himſelf. But at laſt arriv'd 
the fatal moment, in which, after 
having well examind all matters, he 
thought that every thing concufTd 
not onely to favour the delign he had 
always had, to make -lhiimiclt Head 
of the Cathelique League, Lut alſo to 
carry his hopes much farther than 
his ambition, vaſt as it was, had yet 
lcd him to imagine. 

[n Effect, on the one ſide, the King 


ucsreduc'd to a lower condition than 


he 
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he ever was before : his immenſe pro- 4m 1582. 
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digality in a thouſand things , altoge- 
ther unworthy of the Royal Majelty, 
and of no profit to the State; the 
pomp, the pride, and the inſappor- 
table inſolence of his Favourites ; his 
fantaſtique way of living, which hur- 
rid him inceſſantly from one extreme 
into another, from retirement and ſo- 
litude to a City life , from Debauche- 
ry into Devotion, and ſuch a Devoti- 
on as paſs'd in the peoples minds for 
a mere Mummery , into thoſe Procet- 
ſions of Penitents, habited in Sack- 
cloth of ſeveral colours, where he 
walk'd himſelt with his diſciplining 
whip at his Girdle againſt the Genius 
of a Nation, ” which loves to ſerve God 
in ſpirit and in truth; theſe and a 
thouſand ſuch like things wholly con- 
trary to our cuſtoms, and to the uſe 
of his Predeceſſours, had drawn upon 
him ſuch a deteſtation, and ſo great a 
contempt from the greateſt part of his 
Subjefts, that againſt the ordinary 
practice of the French, who adore 
their Kings, there were given a thou- 
ſand publique marks, and principally 
in Paris, of the averſion which they 
had for him, G 2 On 
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On the other ſide, all things con- 
ſpird in favour of the Duke of Guiſe, 
to raiſe him to that high degree of 
power, which ſeem'd to cqual him 
with the King himſelf, who 1n effect 
already look'd on him as Jus Rival; 
and as ſuch hated him, without daring 
as yct to enterpriſe ought againſt him 
to prevent his deſigns, or to ſheltcr 


| himſelf againſt the miſchief which he 


apprehended from him. The people 
united themſelves to him, as to their 
Protectour, and the pillar of Religion. 

Moſt of the great men at Court , 
diſcontented at the Government , 
threw themſelves into his party ; the 
Ladies, ftrom whom the Minions cou'd 
hold nothing, diſclos'd to him all the 
ſecrets of the Cabinet , to revenge 
themſelves of the King whom they 
hated mortally, for certain reaſons not 
ſo fit to be divulg'd. . He was offcr'd 
to have the Dukes of Lorrain and Sa- 
voy in his intcreſls, who both hop'd 
to craw great advantages from the 
League, and principally ſo powertull 
a Prince as the King of Spain, who 
Oficrd hum two Imndred thouſand I i- 
\rcs of tention, Eefides the Sums he 


VV ou F 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


d furniſh for the levyi F his 4m-_1533. 
woud furniſh for the levying of Is 


Troops. 
Theſe were indeed ſtrong tempta- 
tions to a Prince of his humour, and 
who was inclin'd to throw at all. But 
that which gave the Jaſt ſtroke to his 
determination, was the death of Moz- 
fieur the King's onely Brother : who 
atter his unlucceſsfull Enterpriſe on 
Antwerp, having, been conſtrain'd to 
return diſhonourably into Fraxce, dy'd 
at Chateau de Thierry, either of Me- 
lancholy, or of his old Debauches, 
or as rhe common report was of pot- 
ſon. - For about that time it was, that 
believing the King wou'd have no 
Children, and that the King of Na- 
varre might be excluded with cafe 
from the tucceſlion, for more than one 
reaſon, ( which he hop'd to make au- 
thentique rather by force of Arms, than 
by the Writings of the DoCtours of 
his Faftion ) and that the Queen Mo- 
ther who hated her Son-in-Law Na- 
varre, had the ſame inclination to ex- 
clude him, thereby to advance her 
Grand-Child the Prince of Lorrain to 
the Kingdom, he raisd his imagination 
to higher hopes than what he had for- 
3 merly 
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nal of Lorrain his Uncle, had drawn the 
platform of a Catholique League , 
whereot he might make himſelt the 
Head. And on theſe grounds, with- 
out farther balancing the matter, he 
reſolv'd to take up Arms, and to make 
War againſt the King. But to make 
ſo criminalan enterpriſe more plaulible, 
there was yet wanting a pretence , 
which in ſome ſort might juſtifte his 
actions to the World ; And fortune 
produc'd it tor him to as much advan- 
tage as he cou'd deſire, almoſt at the 
ſame time when IFhad taken up 1o 
ſtrange a reſolution. 

As 1t was impoſlible that ſo great a 
Conſpiracy ſhou'd be manag'd with 
ſuch ſecrecy, that the King ſhou'd not 
be advertis'd of it, ( which in effect 
he was from many hands.) That 
Prince ( who had tuffer'd his natural 
courage to be made etfeminate by the 
Jazineis of a voluptuous retird Lite, 
was become exceeding timorous , and 
incapable of coming to any reſolution 
within himſelf, to ſtifle in its birth fo 
horrible a miſchict by ſome generous 
z<tion, and ſome Maſter ſtroke, ) had 
a Ce» 
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4 deſire to have near him his Brother- Am 1 584- 


in-Law the King of Navarre , whom 
he acknowledg'd according to the Sa- 
lique Law, tor the Heir preſump- 
tive of the Crown, and knew him to 
be the man, who was moſt capable of 
breaking all the meaſures of the Duke 
of Gujſe. But foreſceing that in order 
to this, it was neceſſary that he who 
was Head of the Hugzenots, ſhou'd 
firſt renounce his Hereſic, and be re- 
concil'd to the Catholigue Church, he 


diſpatch'd the Duke of Eſpernon to him 


In Guyenne, to perſwade him to a thing 


of ſo much conſequence, to the rec!- 
tabliſhment of his fortune , and his 
true interclt both Spiritual and Tem- 
poral. As that Prince had always pro- 
teſted with much ſincerity, that he was 
of no obſtinate diſpoſition, and that he 
was moſt ready to embrace the truth, 
when once it were made to appear 
ſuch to him, he receiv'd the Duke 
with exceeding kindneſs; to whom 
he gave a private audience in his Cloſ- 
ſet, in preſence of the Lord of Rogue- 
laure his Confident, of a Miniſter of 
his own Religion , and of the Preſi- 
dent Ferrier his Chancellour ; who 
WW had 
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Am. 1524. had always lean'd to the opinion of the 


Huguenots, of which at laſt he made 
proteſſion in his extreme old age, and 
ſome little time before his death. 

In plain terms, that Conference was 
not manag'd very regularly, nor with 
extraordinary ſincerity ; tor Eſpernon 
and Rogquelaure , who were no great 
DoCtours, propos'd nothing but hu- 
mane reaſons tor his Convertion ; and 
alledg'd no ſtronger arguments, than 
what were drawn from the Crown of 
France, which they preferr'd incompa- 
rably beyond the Fſalms of Marr, the 


' Lords Supper, and all the Sermons of 


the Miniſters. But on the other ſide,the 
Miniſter and the Prefident, who were 
much better versd in diſputation than 
the two Courticrs, to deſtroy thoſe 
weak reaſons of ſecular intereſt, pro- 
duc'd no motives, but what they at- 
ſirm'd to be altogether ſpiritual and 
Soulſaving , and the word of God, 
which they expounded to their own 
meaning, to which thoſe Noble Lords 
whounderſtood nothing of thoſe mat- 
ters, had not the leaſt ſyllable to an- 
ſwer. Infomuch that the King of Na» 
varre, Who piqu'd himſelf extremely 
upon 
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upon the point of generoſity, looking 4m. 1584- 


on it' as a moſt honourable action, for 
him to undervalue ſo great a Crown 
at the rate of ſelling his Conſcience 
and Religion for it ; the Duke was 
conſtrain'd to return as he came, 
without having obtain'd any thing 
toward the fatisfaftion of the King, 
But what was yet more difpleaſing in 
that affair, was that Monfreur du Pleſ- 
ſis Mornay, a Gentleman of an ancient 
and illuſtrious Family, a great wit, 
whoſe Learning was extraordina- 
ry for a man of his Quality, and who 
beſides made uſe of his Pen, as well 
as of his Sword ; but above all, a moſt 
zealousProteſtant, put this conference 
into writing, which he alſo publiſh'd; 
in which having exposd what was 
urgd on both ſides, he pretends to 
maniteſt the advantage which his Re- 
ligion had againſt the Catholique, and 
that the King of Navarre being evi- 
dently convinc'd of the weakneſs of 
our cauſe, was thereby more than e- 
ver confirm'd in his own opinion. 

This was the reaſon why the FaCti- 
ous and the Catholiques, who were 
heated with a falſe Zeal, began to fly 

Out 
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whom they chargd with a thouſand 
horrible calumnies , publiſhing in all 
places that he kept Correſpondence 
with the King of Navarre, to whom 
he had ſent Eſpernon, not with intenti- 
on of converting him , but rather of 
confirming him in his Erreurs, as it 
appear'd tufficiently by the procec- 
dings of that conference , where no- 
thing was urgd to the advantage of 
Religion, but on the contrary , all 
thingsin favour of Zuguenotiſm. And 
it hapning almoſt at the ſame time, 
that the King ( in order to hinder the 
Huguenots from reſuming their Arms 
againſt the Leaguers, who had pro- 
vok'd them by committing many out- 
rages againſt them without puniſh- 
ment, ) thought himſelf obligd to 
grant them that prolongation which 
the King of Navarredemanded, of the 
term preſcrib'd them for the ſurrender 
of thoſe cautionary places which they 
had allow'd them tor their ſecurity 
by the laft Edict of Peace : upon 
this pretence, the FaCtious caſt off all 
manner of reſpect to him. They cla- 
mourd publiquely on all occaſions , 
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the Preachers from their Pulpits, the 4m- 1584- 


Curats from their Desks, the Confeſ- 
ſours from their Seats, the Profeſſours 
in their Le&ures, and the DoRours in 
their Reſolutions which they gave, 
that they were obligd to oppoſe them- 
ſelves with all their power againſt the 
King, who ſupported the Nawarroy, 
and reſolv'd, that Heretical and ſtub- 
born as he was, he ſhou'd nevertheleſs 
ſucceed to the Crown , which ought 
never to be ſuffer'd, they being aſſur'd 
that this Prince, if ever he ſhou'd 
mount the Throne, wou'd aboliſh the 
Catholique Religion in Fraxce, 

This was that terrible machine, of 
which they made uſe to ſtir up the 
people ; over whom there 1s nothing 
has ſo great a power as the motive of 
Religion, when once they are periwa- 
ded that it will be forceably taken from 
them ; And to bind them inſeparably to 
the intereſts and party of the Duke of 
Guiſe, whom they believ'd to have no 0- 
theraiminall hisundertakings,than the 
maintenance and defence of it againſt 
Heretiques, and the favourergof Here- 
ſie. Bur becauſe that Prince, who was 
extremely dextrous, had no mind that 
it 
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ſelf, under ſo ſpecious a pretence ; be- 
ſides that he believ'd not that it was 
fafe tor him, as yet to attempt the ex- 
cluſion of the other Princes of the bloud 
from the Succeſſion, they being good 
Catholiques , he endeavourd to draw 
ſubtilely into his party, the good old 
Man Charles, Cardinal of Bourboy, 
And indeed having with great Preſents 
gaind the Sievr 7 Rubempre who ab 

folutely govern'd him ; he  perſwaded 
him without much trouble , that he 
being by onedegree of kindred nearer to 
the King, than was the King of Nawar- 
re his Nephew, it was to him that the 
Kingdom belong'd of right, in caſe 
the King ſhou'd dye without Children, 
and that the whole Catholique League 

wou'd ſtand by him in his claim with 

all their power, were it onely to hin- 

der an Huguenot Prince from ſuccce- 

ding to the Crown, 

There needed nor more to ſhake 2 
Soul, ſo weak as was that of the Car- 
dinal de Bourbon ; who devout as he 
was, yet ſufler'd himſelf to be ſeducd 
with the vain hopes of Reigning. He 
was ſo much dazled with the talle glit- 
- terring 
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tering of an imaginary Crown , that 4m;_1584- 
without conſidering he had already ®- 


one of Cardinalſhip, that threeſcoreand 
ten came faſt upon him, and that the 
King was not yet thirty five, he quit- 
ted his Habit of Cardinal, and appeard 
in publique, like the General of an 
Army ; which gave men occaſion to 
believe, that his great age had at leaſt 
craz'd his underſtanding, if it had not 
quite deſtroy'd it. Yet this opinion 
of the world hinderd him not, from 
calling himſelf the Heir preſumptive 
of the Crown, nor from declaring 
himſelf openly the Head of the League, 
againſt his Nephew the King of Na- 
varre ; eſpecially when he faw that 
party, in which he thought himſelf 
already ſo firmly rooted, become eve- 
ry day more powerfull and formi- 
dable, by the conjunCtion of the par- 
ticular League of the Parifrans, which 
causd ſuch furious diſorders, under 
the famous name of the frxteen ; 
and which was fram'd in Pars, about 
this time, in that manner which I am 
now going to relate. 
Atter that, by the vigilance of the 
rſt Preſident, Chriſtopher de Thou, 


and 
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Am. 1584- -and ſome other Magiſtrates, the courſe 


of the League was ſtoppd at Paris, 
where it had begun to make ſome im- 
preſſion, after it had been ſign'd by 
the Picards, all things werein a peace- 
able condition there, none daring to 
hold any ſecret Cabals againſt the 
State; till ſuch timeas on occaſion 
of the Conference betwixt the King 
of Navarre and the Duke d' Eſpernon 
in Guyenne , a malicious report was 
raisd, that the King proteCted the Z7«- 
wenots, Who ſo ſoon as their Head 
Thould mount the Throne, which he 
pretended to be his right, wou'd not 
tail to aboliſh the Catholique Religion 
in France. For then it was, that a 
mean Citizen of Paris call'd La Roche 
Blond, a man rather weak and filly, 
than wicked, prejudic'd by the calum- 
nies, which the faQtious publiſhd a- 
gainſt the King, got it into his head, 
through a falſe zeal of Religion, that 
the good Catheliques of Paris thou'd 
unite themſelves together, and oppoſe 
with all their force the King's deſigns, 
( who, as it was imagin'd, favourd 
the Heretiques ) and hinder the King 
of Navarre, trom his Succeſſion to the 
Crown. 
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Crown. To this purpoſe, he ad- 4m:45%4 


dreſsd himſelf immediately to one 
Mr. Matthew de Launoy, who having 
firſt been a Prieſt was afterwards the 
Miniſter of Sedax, from whence he 
had eſcap'd in his own defence, being 
there taken in Adultery, and there- 
upon renouncing his Calviniſm, was 
made Canon of Soifſons, and at 
that time preaclyd at Pars. He allo 
communicated his deſign to two noted 
Doctours, and Curats ; the one of 
Saint Severin, nam'd John Prevoſt, 
and the other of Saint Benet, who was 
the famous Mr. Fohn Boucher, one of 
the moſt follow'd Preachers of Paris :; 
but whoſe talent chiefly conſiſted in 
his extreme boldneſs, which ſtretch'd 
even to impudence, a man more pro- 
per, as it appear'd, to raiſe a great Se- 
dition, by his violent and furious de- 
clamations, thanto preach the Goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt, which inſpires onely 
humility, obedience, and ſubmiſſion to 
the higher Powers. 

Theſe men being united all four 
in the fame opinion, which the Spirit 
of Diviſionand Rebellion, diſguis'd un- 
der the ſpecious appearance of Zeal, 
inſpir'd 
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each other the names of all their ſeve- 
ral acquaintance in Paris, who were 
moſt proper to enter into Society with 
them, and to lay the foundations of 
an Holy Union of Catholiques in that 
great City ; which without farther 
deliberation they coucluded to be of 
abſolute neceſſity, to preſerve Religi- 
oh in France, and to extinguiſh Ty- 
ranny : for by that name it was that 
thoſe factious Bygots took the licence 
to call the Government. But for tear 
of being too ſoon diſcover'd by their 
multitude, as it had happen'd former- 
Iy in Pars, when the projet of the 
League was firſt broach'd, they agreed 
each of them to name two Aſſociats, 
of the moſt confiding men they knew, 
to whom they ſhou'd communicate 
the whole ſecret of their enterpriſe, 
Upon which, La roche Blond choſe 
the Sieur Lewis 4 Orleans, a famous 
Advocate, and the Sieur Acarie, Ma- 
ſter of the Accompts, who was af- 
terwards ironically call'd the Lac- 
quay of the League, becauſe, that be- 
ing lame, he was one of thoſe who 
went and came, and acted with moſt 
carnecltneis 
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ty: The fame man, who was Huſl- 
band to that pious Mary of the Incar- 
nation, of whole good example he 
profited ſo ill. The Curat of St.Bener, 
nam'd Mzgnager, an Advocate, and 
Cruce a Procureur of Parlament. He 
of St. Severin, gave his. voice for the 
Steur de Caumont an Advocate, and a 


Merchant, calld Compan. - Matthew 


de Launoy, who was not yet fo well 
acquainted in Paris, cou'd name but 
one, which was the Sjeur de Manevre, 
Treaſurer of France, of the Houſe des 
Hennequins. But to complete the num- 
ber of eight, they Aflociated with him 
the Sieur d* Effat, a Gentleman of Au- 
vergne, who was very well known to 
the Curat of St. Severin, who made 
himſelf anſwerable for him. 

Theſe twelve ( as I may call them ) 
falſe Apoſtles, were the Founders of 
the League in Paris, who admirably 
counterteiting zeal for the publick 
good, and ditcourſing of nothing elle 
amoag(t their friends in private, but 
of the oppreſſjons of the people, of the 
avarice and infolence of the Favou- 
rites, the correſpondence which the 

H King 


—— — —_ _ 


98 
Arm 1584- King held with the Head of the Hu- 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


guenots, and the maniteſt danger in 
which they were of loſing their Reli- 
gion, had immediately made many 
Churchmen Profelytes of their opini- 
on, as alſo Lawyers, and Shop-kee- 
pers, as for example, John Pelletier, 
Curat of St. Jaques de la Boucherie , 
Guinceſtre Curat of St. Gervaſe, La 
Morlierea Notary, Rolland a Colletor 
of the King's Revenue, the Commiſl- 
fary Louchard, the Procureurs, Emmo- 
not and La Chapelle, and Buſſy Le 
Clerc , the moſt Fa&tious of all the 
Leaguers, beſides many others whoſe 
names are of little conſequente to the 
Hiſtory,and who wou'd doe their poſte- 
rity but ſmall credit to be mention'd. 
But to maintain at leaſt ſome kind 
of order, in a deſign which tended to 
the confuſion and ruine of the State, 
and to take care that their Conſpiracy 
might take no vent, there was 1mme- 
diately eſtabliſh'd a Council of Ten, 
who were ſelefted out of that great 
number, to meet together, ſometimes 
at one man's houſe, ſometimes at ano- 
ther's, very ſecretly ; but moſt com- 
monly they met at his lodgings who 
was 
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was the moſt deſperate of them all, 4m. 1584. 


and who during the greateſt part of 
that time was the leading man in all 
deliberations, I mean the Curat of St. 
Benet, in his chamber at the College 
of Sorbonne , and afterwards at the 
College of Forteret, whither he re- 
tird, and which afterwards on that 
account was call'd the Cradle of the 
League. Out of theſe Ten, there were 
appointed Six, which were, La Roche 
Blond, Compan, Cruce, Louchart, La 
Chapelle and Bufſy, amongſt whom 
the ſixteen Wardsot Paris were diſtri- 
buted, for them to obſerve 1n their 
reſpeCtive Divitions, all that occurr'd, 
cither to the furtherance, or the 
diſadvantage of their Plot, and to pick 
up thoſe, whom they cou'd draw into 
their Faction with moſt caſe : as alſo 
there to put in execution, by their 
Accomplices, whatſoever they had re- 
ſolv'd in their Cabal ; which not long 
after was inlarg'd to the number of 
Forty Men, the moſt conſiderable a- 
mongſt them. *Tis upon this account 
that the firſt Union of the Pariftans, 
was eall'd the Sixteen, from the num- 
ber, not of the perſons but of the 
Wards, H 2 And, 
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And, ſince nothing ſpreads with fo 
much eaſe, and fo ſuddenly, eſpecially 
amongſt the Common-people, as that 
diſeaſe which is taken by contaginn ; 
ſo by the converſation, which theſe 
men, infe&ted with the Spirit of Re- 
bellion, had by themſelves and their 
Emiſlaries, with the falſe Zealots, the 


ſimple, the Malecontents, the facti- 


ous, the greateſt part of the populace, 
and the meaneſt fort of Citizens, that 
evil, which was infinitely contagious, 
was multiplid with eaſc, and ſpread it 
felf in little time through all the Quar- 
ters of the Town. And it encrea'sd 
with ſo much vigour, that thoſe Mu- 
tineers, who at their beginning durſt 
not openly appear , but held their 
meetings as privately as they cou'd, 
out of their fear to be diſcover'd, now 
believd themſelves ſo formidably 
ſtrong, and fo very numerous, that 
none wou'd dare to make head againſt 
them. 

They had even the boldneſs to ſend 
their Deputies into all the Provinces, to 
invite into their new Aſſociation thoſe 
who had declar'd for that of Peronne, 
who ſign'd at thistime toa Paper more 
PErNIC10us 
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pernicious than the firſt. For where- 4m 1524 


as in the other, they promis'd by their 
ſecond Article to employ their lives 
and fortunes for defence of King Henry 
the Third, in his Authority, and to 
cauſe due obedicnce to be render'd to 
him ; They ſwear in this other, that 
they enter into the Union with the 
Parifans, not onely toexterminate the 
Heretiques, but allo to deſtroy Hypo- 
crifie, and Tyranny, thatis to fay, in 
their execrable meaning, to pull down 
the Authority of Henry the Third, 
whomrthey accus'd of thoſe twocrimes 
with all injuſtice imaginable. Thus 


is that, which was call'd the League of 


Sixteen, which after the former League 
was joyn'd to it, by its ſecret Agents 
reſiding in Pars, acknowledg'd in 
reality the Duke of Guiſe for their 
Head, and the Cardinal of Bourbon one- 
ly 1n appearance. 

In the mean time, that Duke finding 
himſelf to be ſo powerfully ſupported, 
and all things well diſpos'd for his en- 
terpriſe, as he cou'd poſlibly deſire, 
reſolv'd at laſt on execution. Tothis 
effect, being retir'd from Court into 
his Government of Champaign, under 
7 pretence 


IO2Z 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Azm 1584- pretence of ſome diſcontent, he went 


to Foinville, where ( as matters had 
been laid before ) there mer him, at 
the ſame time, the Envoyes of the 
King of Spain, and thole ot rhe Car- 
dinal of Bourbon, who had taken on 
himſelf the quality of firſt Prince of 


the Bloud, and kicir preſumptive of 


the Crown. And there, (the Duke aCt- 
ing for himſelf, and for the Princes 
his Confederates, ) was concluded a 
perpetual Leagze, both Offenſive and 
Detenſive, for them, their Allies, and 
their Deſcendants ; by which it was 
covenanted, That to preſerve 1n France 
the Catholique Religion, the Cardinal 
of Bourbon, in caſe the King ſhou'd 
die without Children, ſhou'd ſucceed 
him, as neareſt Heir to the Crown, 
trom which all the Heretique Princes, 
ſhou'd for ever ſtand excluded ; as alſo 
ſuch of them as were favourers of He- 


retiques, and above all, thoſe who 


were relapsd, ſo that any of them, 
who had ever made profetiion of He- 
refie, or who had onely given tole- 
ration to it, ſthou'd never be judg'd ca- 
pable of Reigning. That the Cardi- 
aal,” when King, ſhou'd baniſh cut 

of 
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of the Realm all thoſe Heretiques ; 4m 1584- 


ſhou'd cauſe all the Decrees of the 
Council of Trent to be oblſerv'd, and 
ſhou'd ſolemnly renounce the Alliance 
made with the 7urk. That the King 
of Spain ſhou'd furniſh every month 
fifty thouſand Piſtoles, for the charges 
of the War, which by obligation was 
to be made againſt the Zuguenots, and 
againſt the King himſelf, in caſe he 
ſhou'd not abandon them. That alſo 
the Cardinal, and the other Princes of 
the League , ſhou'd mutually aſliſt His 
Catholique Majeſty with all their 
Forces ,- in reducing his Rebellious 
Subjefts of the Low Countries, under 
his obedience, and cauſe the Trea- 
ty of Cambray to be punCtually ob- 
lerv'd. 

After this, the Duke receiving im- 
mediate payment of one half ot the 
money ſtipulated for his Penſion, or- 
derd ſome levics of Swzſſes, and Rez- 
ters to be made by the Colonels Phif- 
fer, and Chriſtopher de Baſſompierre, 
who were entirely at his Devotion. 
But before he cou'd draw thoſe Forces 
together, the Deputies from the States 
of the Low Countries, about the ſame 
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ſelves to the King, and: preſſing him 
extremely on behalf ot their Supert- 
ours, to accept the Sovereignty of 
thoſe Provinces ; - the Spaniards to 
ward that fatal blow , and to hinder 
him from ſending a powertull Army 
into Flanders againſt them, reſolving 
to make a pretent diverſion , oblig'd 
the Duke of Guiſe, who by reaſon of 
his ingagement cou'd retuſe them no- 
thing, to begin the War againſt the 
King. 
Accordingly he began it with the 
ſurpriſe of 7oul, and of Verdun, and 
poſletling himſelf of Chaalon and Me- 
zzeres, of the molt conſiderable Towns 
ot Picardy by his Couſin the Duke 4" 
Aumale, of Dijon and the greateſt part 
of Bourgogne by the Duke of Mayenne 
his Brother , of Orleans by the Sieur 
A Entragues, of many other places by 
his Dependants, and of the City of 
[.yons it ſelf, by the Souldicrs of Cap- 
tain Le Paſſage, whom the Duke ct 
Eſpernon had plac'd there, and who 
being corrupted by the Emiſſaries of 
the Guiſes, turn'd out their Comman- 
der who held the Citadel which they 
| | | _ them» 
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theiaſelves demoliſh'd, and declar'd 4moi 584+ 


openly for the League, ſaying malici- 
ouſly in their own excuſe, what they 
had been taught by the Leagaers, that 
they wou'd not be damn'd tor ſerving 
the King, who was a favourer of 
Heretiques, and adding falſely, that 
the Feſuits whom they had conſulted 
upon that point, had abſolv'd them 
from the Oath which they had made 
him. 

Now as all the Favourites, and prin- 
cipally E/pernon, wereas generally ab- 


horrd, as the Duke of Guiſe was be-, 


lov'd, thoſe two paſſions love and ha- 
tred joyn'd with hopes of raifing them- 
ſelves by Civil Wars, ingag'd a great 
number of the moſt conſiderable and 
braveſt of the Court, to take part 
with the Leaguers ; And ewes | O- 
thers Charles de Cofſe, Count, and af- 
terwards Duke of Briſſac, Son to the 
great Marſhal de Brifſac Viceroy of 
Piedmont, and . Brother to the brave 
Timoleon, Colonel of the French In- 
fanitry, Claude de la Chaſtre , Bailiff 
of Berry, Francis d' Eſpinay de Saint 
Luc, the Count of Randan, the Mar- 
quis of Bois Dauphin, the Marquis de 
Rane, 
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Anno 1584 Raye, Claude de Baufremont Baron of 
Senecey, who allurd into it Anthony 
de Brichanteau , Beavats Nangis his 
Brother-in-Law ; Son to the Valiant 
Marquis de Nangis, Nicholas de Bri- 
chanteau, Knight of the Order , who 
died of his wounds recciv'd at the Bat- 
tel of Dreux, bravely fighting for his 
King and his Religion ; This generous 
Son of his having ſerv'd the King very 
gallantly, both in Poland and in , 
France, having alſo been eſteem'd by 
him, and admitted into the favour of 
his Confidence, wasretir'd from Court, 
becauſe the Duke of Eſpernon, after 
he had carrid from him the Com- 
mand of Colonel of the French Infan- 
try which had been promis'd him by 
the King, caus'd alſo to be taken from 
him that of Maiſtre de Camp,of the Re- 
giment of Guards : in the juſt reſent- 
ment of which injury, he was not able 
toreſiſt the preſſing ſolicitations of thoſe 
twoLords, de Rane, and de Sexecey,who 

« to draw him along with them into the | 
Duke of Gujſe's party, made him apro- 
miſe from the Duke, which was ne- 
ver perform'd to him, (wviz.) thatno | 
peace ſhoud be concluded but upon 


CON- ; 
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condition , that Eſpernon his Enemy Ame 1584- 


ſhou'd be turn'd out of Court, and that 
his charge of Colonel of the French In- 
fantry ſhou'd bereſtor'd ; farther aſſure- 
ing him,thathe ſhou'd exerciſethe ſame 
Command in the Army of the League. 

Thus it may be ſeen how much the 
haughty and injurious proceeding of 
that Favourite, wasadvantageous to the 
Duke of Giſe. Therefore whenone of 
his Captains, who had heard him make 
great complaints of the Duke of Eſper- 
nou ofter'd himſelf to murther him, as 
he paſsd through Chaalons in his return 
from Metz, by no means ( reply'd he ) 
I ſhou'd be very ſorry he were dead ; for 
he gives us many gallant men , who 
wou'd never ingage in our party, if the 
deſire of revenging ſo many intolera- 
ble aftronts, as are daily put on the 
worthigſt of the Court, by that little 
Cadet of Gaſcony, did not bring them 
over to us. 

In this manner the Duke of Guiſe 
made himſelf every day more power- 
tull, both by the peoples love to him, 
and their hatred to the Favourites. 
Inſomuch that the King ſeeing fo for: 
midable a party arm'd againſt hum , 

was 
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Am 1584 was forc'd to anſwer the Low Country 


Deputies, with tears in his Eyes, that 
in his preſent condition, he was not 
able to accept their offers, as he wou'd 
certainly have done in a more favour- 
able conjun&ture, which never after- 
wards befell him. Obſerve now the 
firſt Exploit of the League , which if 
it had never occaſion'd any other mif- 
chief, than this to have hinder'd the 
reuniting of the Low Conntries to us, 
which were the firſt Conqueſt of our 
Crown, and the moſt ancient Patri- 
mony of our Kings, tis moſtcertain that 
tor this onely reaſon, it ought to be had 
indcteſtation by all good Frenchmey. 
But that which ought to render it 
yet more odious, 1s that they did not 
onely take up Arms in manifeſt Re- 
bellion againſt their King , but alſo 
tim'd it ſo unluckily and miſchievoul- 
ly , that far from exterminating the 
F{uguenots, which they made a ſhow 
to deſire, they hinder d by that War 
the ruine of Zuguenotiſm, which was 
mouldring infenſibly by the Peace. 
And truly all things were diſpos'd in 
ſuch a manner, that had they conti- 
nucd never ſo little longer in that 
peaceable 
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cable Eſtate they then enjoy'd , Amo 1584. 
PEac y joy o 1584 


there is hardly any doubt to be made, 
but that Hereſie which grew every 
day weaker, wou'd in the end have 
crumbled into nothing. Moſt certain- 
ly the King who mortally hated the Z7u- 
guenots, Which appear'd but too viſibly 
in the Maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, and 
who was not able to deſtroy them by 
force, had taken his meaſures ſo ſurely, 
by changing that manner of procee- 
ding, that he had infallibly compats'd 
his ends by the Peace he gave them, 
had it continu'd a while longer. 

For at that very time , when the 
Duke who was ſo long in demurring, 
eer he came to a retolution , at laſt 
took Arms, under pretence of abo- 
liſhing Hereſie in France ; 'tis well 
known, that there were not remaining 
above twenty Miniſters 1n all the Pro- 
vinces on this fide the Lozre : none of 
them writ any thing againſt the Ca- 
/holigue Religion , neither was there 
any ZZuguenot in Office or Employ- 
ment. The King of Navarre, who 
was Head of that Party, at that time 
was defirous of nothing more, than to 
return into the King's tavour, and that 
he 
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Ano 1584 he might deſerve that Honour , he 


had not long before advertis'd him, 
that the ſame Philip King of Spain , 
who afteted to appear with ſo much 
oſtentation, the great Defender of the 
Catholique Faith againſt the Proteſtants, 
had proffer'd him large Sums of mo- 
ney, and promis'd to aſſiſt him in re- 
ducing Guyenne under his Command , 
on condition that he wou'd break the 
Peace, which the King had given to 
the Zuguenots, and cauſe them to re- 
ſume their Arms, to which he wou'd 
never give conſent. In like manner 
the King, who held himſelt aſlur'd of 
him, fail'd not to adviſe him, that he 
ſhou'd beware of ſome ſecret practices 
amongſt the Zuguenots,who beganto be 
ſuſpicious ofhis conduct, and that by no 
means he ſhou'd permit any other but 


himſelf to be Head and Prote&our of 


that Party. Thus it was to have been 
hop'd, that under favour of this Peacc 
which had difarm'd the FHuguenots , 
they wou'd have been reduc'd inſen- 
ſibly, if the Leageers by taking up 
Arms to force the King , as in effect 
they did, to break the Peace which he 
had given them, had not —_— 
tnerm 
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them to recommence the War , which Amo 1584. 
in the progreſs of it was favourable to WW 


them. 

Inthe mean time, amidſt the many 
good Fortunes which happen to the 
League in the overture of the War, 
they had the diſpleaſure of failing in 
their endeavours to poſſeſs themſelves 
of two very conſiderable Cities in the 
Kingdom ; and ſuch as had render'd 
them abſolute Maſters of Provence and 
Guyenne. The one was Marſeiltes, 
which the ſecond Conſul, feigning to 
have receiv'd Orders from the King 
to invade the Zuguenots, had put unto 
commotion , and was juſt ready to 
have deliver'd it into the hands of the 
Guiſards ; but being circumvented and 
taken, by ſome honeſt Citizens who 
had diſcover'd his Treaſon, he was im- 
mediately hang'd, and appeag'd by his 
death the Sedition, which he had raisd 
to have betrayd them. Lodowick de 
Gonzaga Duke of Newers, was accusd 
as Authour of that Enterpriſe, in hope 
to have ſeisd the Government of Pro- 
vence, but he moſt conſtantly deni'd 
it. And as about that time he re- 
nounc'd the Leagze; the Duke of 
Guiſe 
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Guiſe his Brother-in-Law upbraided 
him, that he had never done it, but 
out of ſhame and vexation to have 
miſs'd his blow. He on the other fide 
proteſted, that he chang'd Parties one- 
ly for the ſatisfation of his Conſci- 
ence which oblig'd him ſo to doe. On 
which Subject to juſtifie his procedure, 
he afftirm'd, that he had never enter'd 
into the League, but that it was con- 
fidently told him, that the Pope had 
licensd and approv'd of it ; But that 
having ſome reaſons to ſuſpect the 
contrary , he had ſent three ſeveral 
times to Pope Gregory the thirtcenth, 
to be fatisf d of his 4-0 andnam'd 


the Meſſenger, who was Father Claude 


Matthew a Feſuite, call'd the Poſt of 


*the League, becauſe he was in conti- 


nual motion betwixt Rome and Pars, 


employ'd in the Buſineſs of the Holy 


Union, of which he was a moſt ardent 
and zealous Faftour. And that Duke 
poſitively affirm'd, that after all, he 
cou'd never draw from the Fope any 
kind of approbation, not ſo much as 
by word of mouth, much leſs in writ- 
ing, for he always anſwer, that he 
cou'd never ſe into the depth of that 
aftair, 
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gag'd 1n it, 

The other Town which the League 
miſs'd of ſurprizing was Bourdeaux , 
where the moſt zealous Catholigues, 
who were enrag'd againſt the Zugae- 
ts, endeavourd to have made them- 
ſelves Maſters for the Zeagge, and had 
already advanc'd their Barricades to 
the very Lodgings of Marſhal Je Ma- 
tignon their Governour , a faithfull 
Servant to the King, and a declar'd 
Enemy to the Gaiſes : But that Lord, 
equally Wiſe, Valiant and Reſolute , 
knew ſo well by addreſs to manage 
the minds of thoſe Citizens, that ope- 
ning for himſelf a paſſage through the 
Barricades, without other Arms than 
a Sword by his ſide, and a riding Rod 
in his hand, he ſeizd on one of the 
Gates, through which cauſing ſome 
of his Troops to enter, who were not 
far from thence, he not onely afſur'd 
himſelf of the Town, but alſo got pol- 
ſeſſion of Chateau Trompette, after 
having ſeiz'd the Governour, who was 
ſuſpected by him, and who was ſo ve- 
ry lilly, to come out of the Caſtle and 
take part of an Entertainment, to 
I which 


113 


affair, and therefore wou'd not be in+ 4m. t585- 
a, 
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Am. 1585. which the Marfhal had invited the 


chieteſt of the Town. 

To proceed, at the ſametime when 
the League took Arms, and began the 
War, with ſurprizing by Strategem, 
or taking by force ſo many places trom 
the King, they publiſh'd their Mani- 
feſt, under the name of the Cardinal 
de Bourbon, who by the moſt caprici- 
ous weakneſs that can be imagin'd, 
had got into his head, at the Age of 
threeſcore and ſo many years , that he 
ſhou'd ſucceed a King, who was yet 
in the flower of his Youth. That 
Cardinal in that paper, having beſpat- 
ter'd the King, and the King of Na- 
varre, With all the venom, which 
the factious ordinarily threw upon 
thoſe two Princes, to make them 0- 
dious to the people , concludes that 
his party had taken Arms , onely to 
preſerve Religion , exterminate He- 
reſie, to Banih from the Court thoſe 
who abusd the King's Authority , 
and to reſtore the three Orders of 
the Realm, to their primitive E(- 
tate. | 

The Proclamation of a King againſt 
lis rebellious Subjects, ought to _ 

| other 
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hi Ann. 153, 
other but a good Army, which he may 4m._1585 


have in a readineſs long before them, 
and reduce them to reaſon e&'er they 
have time and means to gather Forces 
ſufficient to oppoſe their Sovereign, 
This was what the King was advisd 
to have done, by his beſt Servants, 
and eſpecially by the Lord Fohn a” 
Aumont , Count of Chateau-Rou, and 
Marſhal of Fraxce : He, whoſe invio« 
lable fidelity in the Service of the 
Kings his Maſters, and his extraordi- 
nary Courage, trid in ſo many acti- 
ons, joyn'd with a perte& knowledge 
of all that belongs to a great Captain, 
have render'd him one of the moſt illuf- 
trious perſonsof that Age. This faith- 
tull Servant, not able to endure ei- 
ther the inſolence of the Rebels, or 
the too great mildrieſs of his Maſter, 
advisd him reſolutely , that with his 
Guards, and the old Regiments which 
he might ſuddenly form into 
an Army , he ſhou'd immediately 
March into Champaign, and there fall 
upon the Leaguers, who were yet in 

no condition to oppoſe him. 
And truly it appear'd but too plain- 
ly that this was the Counſell which 
I 3 ought 
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4rn. 1585, ought to have been follow'd. For at 


the beginning of this firſt War of the 
League, the Duke of Guiſe ( to whom 
the Spaniards, after ſuch magnificent 
promiſes of ſo many thouſand Piſtoles, 
had not yet paid one beſides his Pen- 
ſion, ) was not able with all his cre- 
dit, and his cunning, to raiſe above 
five thouſand men, the -greateſt part 
of which were of Lorrain'Troops, Who 
came ſtragling in by a File at a time, 
and whom the King, had there yet re- 
main'd alive in his Soul but one ſpark 
of that Fire, which once ſo Nobly ani- 
mated him, whenbeing Duke of Anjou, 
he perform'd ſo many gallant actions, 
might have eaſily diſpers'd with his 
Houſehold Troops, and ſuch of the 
Nobility as were about him, who had 
been immediately follow'd by the bra- 
velt of the Nation, had they once be- 
held him but on Horſeback. 

To this purpoſe, Beavaus Nangs, 
who was infinitely ſurpris'd to find 
tlie Duke of Guiſe at Chaalons, 1o 
thinly attended by his Troops, hav- 
ing demanded of him what were his 
intentions, in caſe the King ſhou'd fall 
upun hum betore he had aflembled 
greater 
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greater Forces, he anſwer'd him coldly, 4m-_15%s. 


that then he had no other way to take, 
but to retire into Germany with whar 
ſpeed he cou'd. But theQueen Mother, 
who held a Correſpondence at that time 
with the Guzſes,and that fatal love whicl1 
the King had to a lazy quiet life, which 
he cou'd not quit without extreme re- 
pugnance, and which immediately 
replung'd him into his pleaſant dreams, 
wherein he ſeem'd to be enchanted, 
render'd fruitleſs ſo wholſume an ad- 
vice. Inſomuch that he ſatisfied him- 
ſelf with-making a feeble and timo- 
rous Declaration, wherein an{wering 
the Conſpiratours in a kind gf a re- 
ſpetfull way, as if he fear'd to give 
them any manner of offence, he ſeen'd 
rather to plead his Innocence betore 
his Judges, than to ſpeak awfully to 
his Rebelslike a King ; and in the mean 
time gave leiſure tothe Duke of Guiſe 
to form a Body of Ten or twelve thou- 
ſand Foot, and about Twelve hundred 
Horſe. 

The King of Navarre, at whom the 
Leaguers particularly aim'd, did in- 
deed make his Declaration, which he 
addrels'd to the King, and to all the 
'& Tos Prince $ 
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Am. 1585- Princes and Potentates of Chriſten. | 
'dom ; but he made it in a manner, 

which was worthy of the greatneſs of 
his courage, by the maſculine and 
£loquent Pen of Du Plefis Mornay ; 
who particularly underſtood how to 
ſerve his Maſter according to his Ge- 
#ius. For, aſter having generouſly retu- Þ} 
ted thecalumnies, with which theFaCti- 
ous charg'd him, he made proteſtation 
that he was no ways an Enemy to the 
Catheliques, nor to their Religion, which 
he was moſt ready to embrace, when- 
ſoever he ſhou'd be inſtruted by 
another method, than what was us'd 
to him after St. Bartholomew, by hol- 
ding the Dagger to his Throat. After 
which, he declar'd, that all thoſe whe 
had the malice, or the impudence, 
to ſay that he was an Enemy to Reli- 
gion and tothe State, and that he de- 
Hgn'd to oppreſs either of them, by 
an imaginary League, which was fall- 
ly ſupposd to have been made to that 
intent at Madgburg, with reſpect to 
the King's Honour , Lyed in their 
throats, and above all others the Duke 
of Guiſe ; and humbly begg'd his Ma- 
jeſty's permiſſion , withour _—_ 
"> 


— ———— — 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


his being firſt Prince of the bloud, that Am 1585 
for once he might levell himſelt to an © -©- 


equality with him, to theend that they 
might decide their quarrel, by the 
way of Arms, ſingly betwixt them- 
ſelves, or by a Duel, two to two, ten 
to ten, or twenty againſt twenty, to 
ſpare the effuſion of ſo much bloud, as 
muſt inevitably be ſhedin a Civil War. 
But though he did his uttermoſt to 
excite in the King a generous reſolu- 
tion of Arming himſelf againſt his Re- 
bels; though he offer'd to Combat 
them in his own perſon, and with all 
his Forces, in conjunction with thoſe 
Catholiques who were Enemies to the 
League, and that he aſſurd him of 
| emegg=a Succours from England and 
rom Germany, which had been pro- 
mis'd, yet coud he never ſtrike more 
fire out of that irreſolute ſoul, than 
onely ſome faint ſparks of a languiſh- 
ing and impotent anger, which his 
tear and efteminacy ſoon quench'd ; 
like thoſe weak motions which men 
ſeem to make in frightfull dreams, 
when they rowze themſelves a little 
tut immediately yield to the force 
of ſleep. 
I 4 'Tis. 
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"Tis acknowledgd that he made E- 
didts againſt them, injoyning them to 
lay down Arms, and. commanding all 
his Subje&ts to ring the Larum Bells 
againſt them, andtocut them in pieces 
it they diſobey'd. He ſummond the 
Nobility, and Princes of the bloud to 
attend him : he. gave Commiſſions , 
and iſſued out Orders, to make a great 
Levy of Reiters and Swiſſes, and com- 
manded his Guards to be in a readineſs 
to march to the rendeſvouz, which 
ſhou'd be appointed them. But after 
all, the inſuperable paſſion which he 
had for quiet and the ſoft pleaſures of 
the Cabinet, and the fear of the League 
with which he was poſleſs'd by the 
Queen Mother, who held intelligence 
with the Duke of Gai/e, and magni- 
fi'd his Forces incomparably beyond 
the life, together with the advice of 
ſome of his Council, who had rather 
he ſhou'd arm againſt the King of Na. 
varre his faithfull Subject, thanagainſt 
Catholigues though Rebels, brought 
the matter to that paſs at length, that 
he grew colder than ever, and left all 
things to the management of his Mo- 
ther, to whom he gave full power of 
treating 
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treating with the Aſſociated Princes, Am. 1585. 


and even of concluding as ſoon as poſli- 
bly ſhe cou'd with them, on what con- 
ditions ſhe ſhou'd pleaſe. 

Thus, after a Conference begun at 
Epernay, and afterwards finiſh'd at Ne- 
mours, on the Seventh of July 1585, 
a Peace was concluded with the Lea- 
gaers, granting them whatſoever they 
cou'd demand, either for Religion, 
or for themſelves. 

For what concern'd Religion, an 
Edit was made, by which revoking 
all thoſe that had formerly been 
granted in favour of the Fuguencts, 
all exerciſe of the pretendedly retorm'd 
Religion was prohibited : The Mini- 
ſters were all commanded to depart 
the Kingdom a month after the pub- 
lication of the Edit, and all the 
King's Subjects enjoyn'd to make pub- 
lique profeſſion of the Catholique Faith 
within Six months, on pain of baniſh- 
ment. And, for the intereſt of the 
Confederate Princes, who affe&ed 
above all things to have it believ'd, 
that their principal aim-was the pre- 
ſervation of the Catholique Faith, a 
ratification was made of all which 
they 
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Am. 1585. they had done, as onely undertaken 


for the maintenance of Religion, and 
ſerviceof the King : and beſides, there 
was a promiſe made them, that they 
ſhou'd command the Armies which 
were to put this Edict in Execution ; 
and to make War againſt the Zugue- 
2ots, in caſe they retusd ſubmiſſion to 
it. And for placesof Caution, belides 
T houl and Verdun, of which they had 
polleſsd themſelves at firſt, there 
were. granted them three Towns in 
Champaign, Rheims, Chadlous and St, 
Dizter ; Rue in Picardy, beſides thoſe 
of which they were already Maſters 
in that Province, which had declared 
firſt of all others for the League. Soif- 
ſons in the Iſle of France : in Bretagne 
Dinan, and Concarneau ; and Dijon and 
Beaune in Bourgogne. Yet more, there 
was money given them to pay the 
Souldiersthey had Levied ; and to the 
Cardinal of Bourbon, to the Duke of 
Gaiſe, . his two Brothers, and their 
Couiins the Dukes of Merceur, of Au- 
male, and of Elbeuf, to each of them 
a Company of Arquebuſters ( or Dra- 
g00ns) on Horſeback, maintain'd for 
their Guard, as if they reſolv'd by fo 
glaring 
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oltentation of their triumph over the *- 


King, againſt whom they had newly 
aind ſo great a victory without com- 
ate, onely by the terrour of their 

Arms; which contrary to the order 

of Nature, made, of a Maſter and a 

Sovereign, the Slave, and Executorof 

the good will and pleaſure of his Sub- 

jects. 

Such was the Edit of July, which 
was extorted from the weakneſs of the 
King ; who immediately perceiv'd, that 
inſtead of ſecuring Religion,and hisown 
repoſe, by granting all things to the 
League, as he was made to believe he 
ſhou'd, he had plungd himſelf into a 
furious War, which might have been 
extremely dangerous to _ if the 
FHuguenots had overcome the Catho- 
ligues. *Tis what he himſelf took no- 
tice of when amidſt the acclamations 
and cries of Vive le Roy, which reſoun- 
ded from every part, when he went in 
Perſon to the Parliament, to caule the 
EdiCt to be inroll'd, he was not able to 
hold from faying to ſome about him, 
with a ſigh, I much fear, that in go- 
ing about to deſtroy the Preachments, 
we 
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wards he repeated more than once up- 
on ſeveral occaſions. 

And truly as he had foretold, imme- 
diately upon the publication of the 
Edi, the War was kindled through- 
out all France. For, when the King 
of Navarre had notice that the King 
had verified the Edit, which was in 
reality a ſolemn declaration of War 
againſt him, he united himſelf more 
firmly than ever with the Prince of 
Conde and the whole Huguenot Party, 
inan Aſſembly which was held for that 
purpoſe, at Bergerac. And theſe two 
Princes going from Gayenne into Lan- 
guedoc, to the Marſhal Duke of Montmo- 
rancy, who was Governour of that Pro- 
vince, gave him ſo well to underſtand, 
that it was not onely his particular in- 
tereſt to oppoſe the Gniſes, who lov'd 
him not, but alſo for the ſervice of 
the King, whoſe Authority was ſtruck 
at, and for the preſervation of the Mo- 
narchy, whoſe foundations the Lea- 
gxers were undermining, by open 
breach of the Saligue Law, that they 
brought him over 1nto their Confede- 


racy, with the whole party of the Po- 
litiques 
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litiques, who had ever acknowledg'd 4m; 1585- 


him their Head. 

Thus, inſtead of the Catholigues be- 
ing united againſt the Fuguenots, as 
they had always been, during the pre- 
ceding Reigns under ZZenry the Third 
and his Succeſſour, they were divided 
into two parties; whereof one was 
the Leaguers, and the other the Po- 
litiques ; who by another name were 
call'd the Royaliſts. And at that time 
it was manifeſtly viſible, that the War 
had no reference to Religion, as thoſe 
of the League pretended, but was a 
War purely of State Intereſt ; ſince the 
Duke of Montmorancy, Head of thoſe 
Catholiques who were united with the 
Huguenots, to maintain the Authority 
of the King, and the Royal Family, as 
was declar'd in their Manifeſt of the 
Tenth of Auguſt, ſhew'd himſelt on all 
occaſions a moſt zealous Defender of 
Religion; therein following the exam- 
ple of the Great Conſtable his Fa- 
ther. 

Tis certain, that he proteCted it fo 
well in his Government, that the King 
of Navarre cou'd ſcarcely bring the 
Huguenots to confide in him; becauſe he 
always 
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d the progreſs of their de- 
ſignsin that Province. He alfo exten- 
ded his Zeal into the County of Avig- 
ou, and hinder'd Herefie there from 
taking root:For which Pope Gregorythe 
thirteenth, thought fit ro make him 
great acknowledgments in many Let- 
ters. It was not therefore with any de- 
ſign of ruining Religion that the King 
of Navarre, as Head of the Z7uguenots 
being united with one part of the Ca- 
tholigues, made that War ; but for 
preſervation of the King and State, 
which the League endeavour'd to op- 
preſs; as the King himſelf underſtood 
it to be, not long time after, declaring 
that he had not a better ſervant than 
the Marſhal of Montmorancy. And 
fuch indeed did he always continue, 
ſo firm to the intereſt of that Prince, 
and of his Succeſſour the King of Na- 
warre, that the latter of them ho- 
nour'd him as a Father, by which 
name he firſt calld him, and afterwards 
being King of France, made him 
Conſtable in recompence of his great 
deſerts and ſervice to the State : And 
from that time forward , that he 
might treat him with the ſame kindneſs 
which 
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which Hexry the Second uſed to Anne Am; 1585 


de Montmorancy , the Father of this 
Duke, he never call'd him by any 
other name, than that of Partner. 
Thus, by the joyning of thoſe Forces 
which ſo great a Man brought over 
with him to the King of Navarre, that 
generous Prince was in a condition to 
defend himſelf at leaſt againſt the Par- 
ty of the League ; who were not onely 
countenanc'd by the authority of the 
King, whom they hadas it were dragg'd 
into that War, but alſo drew great 
advantages from thoſe Spiritual thun- 
derbolts which the Pope darted - the 
ſame year againſt the King of Navarre, 
and the Princeof Conde. 

Thoſe of the League had morethan 
once already employed their utmoſt 
intereſt with Pope Gregory the Thir- 
teenth, to obtain of him, that he 
wou'd approve the Treaty of their Aſſo- 
ciation;athing they paſſionately deſir'd: 
And being on the point of declaring 
themſelves more openly than they had 
yet done, and to take Arms, after 
the death of the Duke of Alanſon, they 
renew'd their ſolicitations to his Ho- 
lineſs more earneſtly than ever, to 
obtain 
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thereby to authorize their attempts, 
and inſinuate themſelves the more in- 
to the hearts of thoſe people, who were 
obedient to the Holy See. To this 
effect they diſpatch'd once more to 
Rome, Father Claude Matthew, who, 
according to his cuſtome, fail'd not 
to apply himſelf to the Cardinal of 
Pelleve, the moſt ſtift Partiſan which 
the League ever had, and the Eternal 
Solicitour of their Cauſe in the Court of 
Rome. 

This Cardinal was deſcended of an an- 
cientand illuſtrious houſe in Normandy, 
(as 'tis deliver'd to us by the Sieur de 
Brantome) from whenceare iſſued the 
Marqueſles de Beury, and the Counts de 
Flers. Which ought to mortifie thoſe 
hot Writers, who in hatred to the 
League, have traduc'd him as a man of 
mean Parentage, who from a Scullion 
of a College, came to be a Servitour, 
or Sizer, to the Cardinal of Lorrain. 
'Tis true indeed, that becauſe there 
was not much to be had out of a Pa- 
trimony, which was to be divided in 
ſhares amongſt eight Brothers, he pur 
himſelf into theſervice of that as 
who 
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who made him Steward of his Houſe. 4m-_1585- 


But it is not to be inferr'd from thence 
as ſome have maliciouſly done, 
that he was of low Extraction ; nei- 
ther is it to be dented, that he had 
many good qualities, which being 
ſupported by the credit of the Houle 
of Gaiſe, to which he was entirely de- 
voted, gain'd him theeſteem of Henry 
the Second, who made him Maſter 
of Requeſts, and beſtow'd on him the 
Biſhoprick of Amzens, trom whence, 
' ſometime after, he was tranſlated to 
the Archbiſhoprick of Sexs, by the ta- 


vour of Lewis Cardinal of Gaiſe, who - 


alſo procurd the Hat for him. So 
many benefits receiv'd from that po- 
wertull family, bound him fo firmly, 
and with ſo blind a paſſion to the 
intereſt of the Gaiſes, that he us'd his 
utmoſt endeavours, in favour of the 
League againſt Henry the Fourth, even 
atter the converſion of that Prince ; 
till ſeeing at Pars, where he then 
reſided, the entry of that victorious 
King, to the incredible joy of all the 
Parifrans, he di'd of anguiſh and de- 
ſpight. 


Now, 
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Now this Cardinal and Father Mat- 
thew, well hop'd, that his Holineſs 
ſeeing the League become fo power- 
full, that it was in a condition of 
making War, wou'd declare for it, 
at that time. On this expectation, 
they renewed with great warmth the 
Solicitations which they had often be- 
fore made to him; and continued 
to ply him till his death; which hap- 
pen'd the ſame year, without their ob- 
taining from him any part of their pre- 
tenſions. 

He had for Succeſſour that famous 
Cordelier, Felix Peretti, Cardinal of 
Montalto, when he was created Pope, 
calld Sixtus the Fifth. He who from 
the moſt miſerable way of living, to 
which he was reduc'd by the wret- 
ched meanneſs of his birth, as being 
no better than a Hogherd in his. 
Youth, raisd himſelf ſtep by ſtep, 
by his merit and his induſtry, to the 
Triple Crown ; which he wore more 
haughtily during the five years of his 
Pontificate, than his Predeceſſours had 
done for many Ages. As he had 
been a great Inquiſitour, and one of 
the molt ſevere who had ever m_— 
that 
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in conjunction with the Spaniards, be- 
lievd they thou'd eaſily obtain his ap- 
probation, and that joyning his Spiri- 
tual Arms with their. Temporal, he 
wou'd thunder out his Anathema againſt 
the King of Navarre. 

But they miſtook the Man with 
whom they had to deal : for as he 
was of an humour extremely fierce, 
haughty, imperious, and inflexible , 
and wou'd give the World to unders 
ſtand, that he was govern'd by no rea- 
ſons but his own, and leaſt of any by 
the Spaniards, whom he hated, he 
immediately took up an air of Ma- 
jeſty in his diſcourſe with them, which 
made them find to their coſt, that he 
ſufter'd not himſelf to be deluded with 
appearances, and that he was a Ma- 
ſter as diſcerning as he was abſo- 
lute. In effet, they were infinitely 
ſurpriz'd to find they had not the lea 
power upon a Soul, which they then 
underſtood to be of quite another 
make, than what he formerly appear'd, 
ſo moderate, ſo humble, to ſoft and 
fo complying, when he was Cardinal, 
with his head ſtooping towards the 
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afterwards himſelt ) for the Popedom, 
which finally he found. 

In the mean while, as on the other 
ſide he thought he had a fair occa- 
ſion, to make an oſtentatious ſhew of 
the Supreme power of the Pope- 
dom, which he coveted to make for- 
midable to the whole World, by ſome 
extraordinary manner of procedure , 
he made a little time afterwards of 
his own mere motion, and when no 
body importun'd him, a moſt thun- 
dring Bull againſt the King of Navarre 
and the Prince of Conde. For after he 
had 1 it exalted infinitely the Power 
and Authority Pontifical, above all 
Kings and Potentates of the Earth, fo 
far as to affirm, that he cou'd over- 
turn their Thrones, by pronouncing 
Irrevocable judgment upon them , 
whenſgever they ſhou'd be wanting 
to their duty, and trample them un- 
der his feet as Miniſters of Satan; 
and after having rail' at large, in the 
rud-ſt and moit contemptuous words 
he cou'd invent againſt thoſe two Prin- 
ces, he deprives them at laſt of all 
their Eſlates and Demeans, of which 


they 
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they then ſtood poſlels'd, and de- 4m: 1585 


clares them incapable, both in their 
own perſons and in their poſterity, for 
ever to ſucceed to any Eſtate or Prin- 
Cipality whatſoever, and particular- 
ly to the Kingdom of France, abſolves 
from their Oath of Fidelity all their 
Vaſſals and their Subjes, whom he 
forbids moſt ſtritly to obey them 
and gives notice to the King of France 
to alliſt in the execution of his De- 
CIECE. 

As much as this Bull , which was 
ſgn'd by five and twenty Cardinals, 
and ſent by the Pope into France, re- 
joyc'd the party of the League , who 
took care to publiſh it, ſo much did it 
afflict thoſe Catholiques and good 
Frenchmen, who were oppolite to 
that Faftion ; They were not able ta 
endure, that the Popes ( who had for- 
merly been in ſubjection to Kings and 
Emperours, whom they thought them- 
ſelves bound to obey , as St. Gregory 
the Great proteſts to the Emperour 
Maurice, and the Popes Leo the fourth 
and Pelagius , to our Kings Lothaire 
and Childebert, ) thou'd now dare to 
think of depoſing them, and abſol 
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Allegiance, againſt the declar'd Law 
of God, which enjoyns Obedience in 
ſo many places of the Scripture, even 
when Kings ſhou'd be wanting to their 
Duty. 

God, ( faid they ) has fo divided 
thoſe two Powers, the Temporal, and 
the Spiritual, amongſt Kings and Prin- 
ces on the one ſide ; and on the other 
betwixt the Pope and Biſhops, who are 
Princes of the' Church, that as it is 
rot lawtull for the ſecular Power to 
interfere with that of the Spiritual, nor 
to lay hands upon the Center, ſo net- 
ther is it lawfull for the Spiritual to 
attempt any thing againſt the Secular, 
by abuſing that Ghoſtly Authority 
which was bequeath'd to them by Je- 
fus Chriſt, onely to exerciſe in thoſe 
affairs which are not of the World ; 
in the Government of which, they 
have no manner of concernment, to 
intermeddle either dirc&ly or indire- 
Iy ; much leſs have they the power of 
depoſing Princes, and of hindring (by 
the centures , and fulminations of the 
Church, the due obedience of Sub- 
Qs to thejr Sovercigns. * nay I 
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this, ſuſtain'd by ſome Writers onthe 
other ſide of the Alpes, to flatter and 
footh the Court of Rowe, had always 
been condeman'd by the deciſions of 
the GaFicane Church, by the decrees 
of Parliaments, and by the proteſta- 
tions which our Kings have often 
made againſt this Invaſion of their 
Prerogative, unheard of inthe Church 
of God, during more than eleven A- 
ges, and never admitted in the Frexch 
Nation. 

And while I am writing this part 
of my Hiſtory, on this inſtant twenty 
third day of March, 1 am inform'd 
that there is a perpetual and irrevo- 
cable EdiCt enregiſter'd in the Parla- 
ment ; by which Louis the Great, who 
well knows how to maintain with ſo 
much power the rights of his Crown, 
and with ſo much piety thoſe of the 
Church, ordains that the abſolute In- 
dependence of Kings, in Temporal 
affairs, (which no Authority whatſo- 
ever ſhall preſume to ſhock, either di- 
rectly or indire&ly on whatſoever pre- 
tence, ) ſhall be maintain'd and taught 
in his Dominions by the profeſſours of 
K 4 Divinity, 
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formably to what the general Aſſem- 
bly of the Clergy , repreſenting the 
Gallicane Church , has ſolemnly de- 
clar'd in expounding the opinion, 
which both it ſelf and we are bound 
to receive on that Subject. 

To purſue our Hiſtory , the Bull 
of Sixtus no ſooner ap peard in France, 
through the care of the Leagaers to di- 
vulge it, but a multitude of Writers 
anſwer it, both of the one and the 
other Religion, who agreed in oneand 
the ſame Dccrine, of the indepen- 
dence of Kings on any other power 
but that of God alone in reference to 
their Crowns : ſhewing the invalidi- 
ty of that pretended Authority ot 
Popes, ſome queetly contenting them- 
ſelves with the force of reaſon , * with- 
out mixing Gaul and Paſſion in their 
Writings, and others in the declama- 
tory Style, abounding with furious 
Inveftives. The ſharpeſt , and molt 
ſplenetique of the latter ſort, though 
rot the weakeſt and leaſt knowing, 
is the Authour of the Treatiſe called 
Brutum Fulmen, which ſome have fa- 
herd on Froncis Zloffman a Civilian. 
a | | But 
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more ſtrongly maintain'd the rights of *- 


Sovereigns , had he written with a 
more moderate Zeal , without giving 
the reins to his paſſion againſt Popes, 
towards whom, even when we blame 
their failings in ſome particulars, we are 
never permitted to be wanting in re- 
ſpect. 
The Parliament which is always 
vigorous in oppoſing ſuch Attempts, 
faild not to make their moſt humble 
Remonſtrations to the King, worthy 
of the Wiſedom , and Conſtancy:, 
which that Auguſt Body makes ap- 
pear on all occaſions relating to the 
defence of the rights of the Crown , 
and the privileges of the Realm. 
The King of Navarre added his own 
to theſe,' wherein he repreſents to the 
King, that His Majeſty was more con- 
cern'd than he, not to ſuffer this inſo- 
lent and unmaintainable ;attempt of 
Sixtus, And as he _— himſelf 
oblig'd , by ſome extraordinary and 
high manner of proceeding , to re- 
venge the affront which was put up- 
on him in that Bull, wherein he was 
treated fo unworthily, He both _ 
the 


1338 The Hiſtory of the League. 
Am. 1385. the courage, and found the means, of 
WY fixing even upon the Gates of the YVa- 
tican , his ſolemn Proteſtation a- | 
ainſt it. In which, after having 

ſt appeal'd, as of an abuſe, to the 
Court of Peers, and 'to a general 
Council, as ſuperiour to a Pope, he 
proteſts the Nulley of all Sixtw's pro- 
cedure : And farther adds, That asthe 
Princes and Kings his Predeceflours 
have well known how to repreſs Popes, 
when they torgot themſelves, and | 

- paſs'd beyond the bounds of their Vo- 
cation, by confounding Temporals 
with Spirituals, ſo he Hopes that God 
will inable him to revenge upon Six- 
tus the injury which is done in his 
Perſon to the whole Houſe of France, 
imploring for this purpoſe the ſuc- 
cour and aſſiſtance of all the Kings, 
and Princes, and Republiques of 
Chriſtendom , who as well as himſelf 
are aſlaulted in that Bull, 

Though Pope Sixtus, following the 
bent of his own temper , which was 
naturally violent and inflexible, revok'd | 
. Not his Bull for this; nevertheleſs, 
as he had a Soul that was truly great, 
he coud not but acknowledge _ 
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nor cou'd he hinder himſelf from tel- LAS 


ling the French Ambaſſadour, that he 
willed the King his Maſter had as 
much courage and reſolution againſt 
his real Enemies, as the Navarros 
had made appear againſt thole wha 
hated his Hereſie , , not his Per- 
ſon. 

But that wiſh of his was very fruit- 
leſs: for that poor ſpirited Prince was 
in ſuch awe of the League, that what- 
ſoever Remonſtrances were made him, 
and though the example of the late 
King his Brother was propos'd to him, 
who had ated with much more vi- 
gour on the like occaſion, on behalf 
of the Queen of Navarre, whom they 
endeavourd to have depos'd at Rome, 
that he durſt never permit any op 
ſition to that Bull. Infomuch that 
he contented himſelf barely , with 
not allowing it to be judicially pub- 
liſh'd in France , without ſo much as 
once demanding of the Pope that he 
wou'd revoke it, as Charles the Ninth 
had done, who by a manly proteſta- 
tion conſtrain'd Pope Pius the Fourth 
to recall that Bull, which he had 
made 
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This was the effe& of that fear, fo 
unworthy of a King, which ZZexry the 
Third had of the League ; whuch take- 
ing advantage of his weakneſs, became 
more arrogant and more audacious to 
oblige him, as in effect it did, in ſpight 
of his repugnance, to infringe that 
Peace which he had given to France, 
and to make War agamſt the King of 
Navarre, who had at all times moſt 
punQtually obey'd him, even when he 
torbad him to take Arms, and to March 
in defence of him againſt the League. 
All he cou'd obtain of that party was 
by gaining a little time to keep matters 
from coming to extremity, ( the dan- 
gerous conlequence of which he 
well forelaw. ) And to this purpole 
Meſſire Philip de Lenoncour , who was 
afterwards Cardinal, and the Preſident 
Brulart, with ſome DoCtours of the 
oorboune , were ſent by him to the 
King of Navarre, to perſuade him to 
return into the Communion of the 
Catholique Church, and to ſulpend the 
Exercite of Calviniſm, at leaſt for the 
ſpace of ſix Months , during which, 
ſome expedient might be tound to 
accom- 
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A better choice cou'd not poſlibly 
be made, for the treating an Afﬀair of 
that importance, than was the perſon 
of that famous Nicholas de Brulart, 
Marquis of Si/ery, whoſe approv'd fi- 
delity in the Service of our Kings, 
and whoſe Wiſedom and ripe experi- 
ence, in the management of affairs, 
were at length recompens'd by Henry 
the fourth, by conferring on him the 
higheſt Honours of the Robe, in which 
Office he gloriouſly ended his days, 
under the Reign of the late King. 
'Tis the diſtinguiſhing charaQter of 
that illuſtrious Houſe, to have the ad- 
vantage of being able to reckon , 
amongſt the great men who are de- 
ſcended from it, two Chamberlains of 
Kings, one Maſter of the Engines and 
Machines, one Commandant of the 
Cavalry, kilFd at the Battail of Agin- 
court , 1n fighting for his Country , 
one Procureur General, and three 
Preſidents of the Parlament of Pars, 
two Premier Preſidents of the Parla- 
ment of Bourgogne, and above all a 
Chancellour of France , to conſum- 
mate the Honour of their Houſe, and 
one 
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bility, which the Sword or long Robe 
can beſtow. 

*Twas then this excellent Perſon , 
whowas joyn'd in Commiſſion with the 
Sienr of Lenoncour, for this important 
Negotiation. Becauſe it was hop'd from 
his addreſs, and the mildneſs of his be- 
haviour, which was inſinuating and 
perſuaſive , that he above all others, 
wou'd be able to win theKing of Na- 
varre toa compliance with his Majeſties 
deſire, that he might not be conſtrain'd 
againſt his own inclinations, to bring 
a War upon him. But as that happy 
hour was not yet come ; And that it 
was an ill expedient to procure the 
Converſion of a Man, and eſpecially 
of a Great Prince , who has where- 
withall to deferid himſelf when he is 
attacqu'd, to bring Faith to him with 
threatning, like a Chalenge, and to 
ſhew him the Arms whuch are in 4 
readineſs to conſtrain him ; he onely 
anſwerd that he had always been dit- 
pogd, as he then was, to receive the 
inſtructions which ſhou'd be given 
him, according to the Deciſions of 
a free General Council, and not with 
a Dage 
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a Dagger at his Throat , which was 4m. 1585, 


the Argument they us'd to him, after 
the Maſlacre of St. Bartholomew. 
There was therefore a neceſſity at 
laſt of coming to a War, according to 
the wiſhes of the League; which be- 
liev'd it was able to overwhelm ax one 
puſh, both that Prince and his whole 
party , before he cou'd be recruited 
with Foreign Forces : But it was ex- 
tremely deceiv'd in that expectation. 
For of the two Armies, which the 
King was oblig'd, according to the trea- 
ty of Nemours, to give to the Com- 
mand of two Lorrarn Princes, the one 
to the Duke of Guiſe, in oppoſition to 
the Germans, if they ſhou'd attempt 
an entrance into France, to which 
ey had been ſolicited by the Zlugwe- 
#ots, the other to the Duke of Mayemne, 
for his expedition into Gxyexne againſt 
the King of Navarre, whoſe defeat 
and ruine the Leagzers concluded to 
be inevitable; the laſt of the two, at- 
ter a Campaign of ten Months , with- 
out performance of any thing , but 
enely the taking in ſome few places 
of ſmall importance, which afterwards 
were eaſily xetaken, was in a manner 
wholly 
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4m. 1585, wholly ruin'd, and diſſipated for want 


' of Money, of Proviſions, and Ammu- 


nition, of a train of Artillery , and 
other Supplies , which were always 
promis'd them, but never ſent them ; 
and eſpecially by the ill intelligence, 
which was betwixt the Duke of May- 
enmne and the Marſhals of Matignon 
and Biron ; the firſt Governour of 
Guyenne, and the laſt Commander of 
a little Army in Poztou, which was to 
have cover'd that of the Duke. 

For thoſe two faithfull Servants of 
the King, well knowing the ſecret of 
their Maſter, who was wholly averſe 
from the deftruction of the King of 
Nawarre , for fear himſelf and the 
whole Royal Houſe ſhou'd be left at 
the mercy of the League, which he 
knew wou'd never ſpare them, artfut- 
ly broke all the meaſures of the Duke 
of Mayenne ; Infomnch that he found 
himſelf conſtrain'd, to return to the 
King without bringing along with him 
the King of Navarre Captive, as he 
had boaſtingly promisd him to doe, 
and without performing any thing of 
that, which the League expected from 
his Zeal to the party. As for oy 
Duke 
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Duke of Guiſe, finding no Germans Am. 1535. 


upon the Frontires of Champagy to 
combat, and beſides not being accom» 
panied with any great Forces, his 
whole expedition was terminated, 
in taking Douzy and Raucour, two 
ſrall Towns belonging to the Duke 


| of Bouzllon, againſt whom the Duke 


of Lorrain made: War , concerning 
which I ſhall fay nothing, becauſe ur 
has no relation to the Hiſtory of the 

League. | 
On the other ſide , the Auzuenots 
manag'd their affairs not much better; 
Tis true, that the Szeur of Leſdiguti- 
eres had ſome advantage over the 
League in Dauphine, that he made hum- 
ſelf Maſter of certain places, and 
amongſt others of Montelimar with 
the Cattle, which he took by a regu- 
lar form'd Siege, and Ambrun which 
he ſurpris'd ; and where the rich Or- 
naments of the Metropolitan Church, 
were plundred by the Souldiers , ac- 
cording to the cuſtome of the Z/ngue- 
nts, which, though he was a man 
of ſtrict Diſcipline , and moderate in 
his Nature, he was no way able to 
oppole. But, belſidesthat, they were 
L roughly 
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Am. 1585. roughly handled in other Provinces , 


and that all which cou'd poſlibly be 
done by the King of Navarre, who 
had not yet drawn together all the 
Troops which he expected, was one- 
ly to ſtand upon the defenſive ; they 
receiv d a great blow, by the memo- 
rable defeat which was given to the 
Prince of Conde-who was like to have 
periſh'd, in that unhappy attempt 
which he made upon the Caſtle of 
Angers. That Prince who had made 
up 2 little body of an Army about the 
Skirts of St. Jean d' Angely, which he 
held in ſtead of Peronne, had ſucceſs- 
fully begun his Campaign in Poitou ; 
having driven out of that Province 
the Duke of Mercexr, who was come 
from his Government of Bretagne, to 
the aſſiſtance of the League. And as 
after that gallant ation, he had re-1n- 


, 


forc'd his Army, with Troops which 


ſwarm'd to him, from the neighbour- 
ing Provinces, upon the report of his 
Victory, he undertook the Seige of 
Brotage in favour of the Roche/ers , 
who ſupplid him with Money and 
Amunition. 


He 
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He was accompanied with a great 4m 158. 
— A > 


number of brave Gentlemen, and 
Lords of great Quality , amongſt o0- 
thers by Rene Vicount of Rohan, Fran- 
cis Count of Rochefoucault , Montguion 
Lieutenant to the Prince, George Cler- 
mont d* Amboiſe, Lois de St. Gelais, 
and Claude de La Trimoiille who was 
afterwards Duke of 7Thoxers, and whoſe 
Siſter he then ſought in Marriage , 
whom he eſpous'd not long after; and 
there is great appearance of probabi- 
lity, that it was rather on thataccount, 
than any motive of Conſcience and 
Religion, that this young Lord, far 
trom following the example of his Fa- 
ther, who declar'd himſelf Head of 
the League at Poitou, gave into the 
other extreme and turn'd Huguenot, 
together with his Siſter Charlotte Ca- 
itharine de la Trimoitifle to have the 
Honour of being Married to the Prince 
of Conde. How ſtrong is the Power 
of Ambition , over minds that are 
dazled with the deceiptfull Splendour 
of wordly Greatneſs, that it ſhould be 


| able to oblige a Brother and Siſter iſſu- 


ed from Lowu de Trimoiiifle and Fane 


de Montmorancy Daughter of the great 
L 2 Conttable 
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Am. 1585, Conſtable both of them firm Cathe- 


Liques, as were all their iIluſtricu; An- 
ceſtours, to turn Calviniſts, one to be 
Brother in Law to a Prince of the 
Bloud, and the other to be his 
Wite ! 

From this Marriage there was Born 
on the firſt of September, in the Year 
1588, the late Prince ZZenry de Bour- 
Zon, who by a moſt happy Deſtiny, 
directly oppoſite to that of his Mo- 
ther, being iſlued-trom a Father and 
Mother ſo obſtinate in Calviniſm, be- 
came one of the moſt Zecalous Princes 
for the Catholique Faith, that this Na- 
tion cou'd ever boaſt, and he, who 
declar'd himſelf the greateſt Enemy 
of Calviniſm. So allo has he left to 
Poſterity a moſt glorious remem- 
brance of bis name, which ſhall never 
periſh amongſt all good Frenchmen, 
for having conſtantly defended Reli- 
gion with all his power , exerciſing 
in that Holy and Divine Imployment, 
both his Valour and his Wit, which 
he had in perfeCtion, as he made ap- 
pear on all occaſions, and principally 
in the Counſel whereof he was cheit, 
when he died of ſuch a death, as = 
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AQsof all the molt ſolid vertues, where- Am-_1 585. 


with it was accompanied, render'd pre- 
ciousin the ſight of God. I believe my 
ſelf oblig'd in point of gratitude to doe 
juſtice 1n this little Panegyrique to the 
great Merit of that Prince,who has for- 
merly done me the Honour, on many 
occaſions, to give me particular marks 
of his eſteem and his aftetion; and 
hope, that they who take the pains to 
peruſe this work, willnot blame me for 
this ſhort Digreſlion, taken occaſionally 
by writing of the Prince his Father, to 
whoſe actions I now return. 

The Nobility who were come to 
attend and ſerve him in that important 
Siege of Brovage, had brought along 
with them a conſiderable number of 
Huguenot Gentlemen , as allo ſome 
Catholiques, who» were Enemies to 
the League. And with theſe: Recruits 
he had almoſt reduc'd the place to 
terms of yielding, when changing his 
deſign all on the ſudden, like an un- 
experiencd Captain, he loſt the fruit 
of his former labours, and plung'd 
himſelf into extreme danger. For ha- 
ving underſtood, that Captain Reche- 
Mort, one of his beſt Officers had ſur- 

& 4 prizd 
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Am. 1585. prizd the Caſile of Angers, in the ab- 

 Y > fenceof the Count de Briſac, who be- 

ing made Governour of it after the 

death of the Duke of Alanſor, had de- 

clar'd himſelf for the League, he left 

before Brotiage the Sieur de la Roche 

Baucour St. Meme with the Infantry, 

to continue the Siege, and march'd 

himſelt with all the Cavalry, confiſting 

of two thouſand Horſe, to relieve that 

Captain, who with Seventeen or Eigh- 

teen Souldiers onely held the Caſtle of 

Angers againſt the Burghers who be- 

fiegd him. But the Prince ſetting 

out ſomewhat of the lateſt, and mar- 

ching too ſlowly, when the fortune of 

his Enterprize depended on celerity, 

he had no ſooner paſt the River of 

Loyre in Boats, betwixt Saumur and 

Angers, but he receiv'd advice that 

Roche-Mort being kill'd with a Muſ- 

quet ſhot, as he was looking through 

a Caſement, the Caſtle had been ſur- 
render'd twodays ſince. 

Notwithſtanding this Misfortune, 

which the greateit part of his Soul- 

diers wou'd not believe, havingjoyn'd 

fifteen hundred men, whom Clermont 

a" Amboiſe, a little before the Siege of 


Brouwage 
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Broiiage, was gone to raile for his ſer= Am. 1585. 


vice in Anjou, he took a reſolution to 
attaque the Suburbs: But was vigo- 
rouſly repuls'd by the good Troups 
which the King had ſent thither to 
aſſiſt the Citizens, who had retrench'd 
themſelves againſt the Caſtle which 
they held beſieg'd. After which, in- 
tending to repaſs the River, he found 
that not onely all the paſſages were 
guarded, but that alſo he was ready 
to be compalſs'd round by the Troups 
of the King and of the League, who 
were —_— together from all parts, 
both on this {ide the Loyre and beyond 
it, to incloſe him. Inſomuch that, 
not being able either to advance or to 
retreat, without being taken or cut in 
pieces with all his men, they were at 
length forc'd to disband, and dividing 
themſelves into ſmall companies of Se- 
ven and Eight, or Ten and Twelve 
together, every man being willing to + 
fave one, march'd onely by night 
through bye paſſages out of the com- 
mon Road, and through Woods for 
fear of being met with, either by 
Souldiers or Peaſants, who kilFd as 
many of them as they cou'd find, and 

L 4 purſued 
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Am. 1585. purſued them, as they wou'd ſo many 


Wolves, when they caught them en- 
tring into a Sheeptold. The Prince 
himiclt had much adoe to eſcape, the 
tenth man, and diſguisd, into the 
Lower Normandy, trom whence he 
paſsd in a Fiſher's Barque betwixt Au- 
rauche and St. Malo into the Ifle of 
Guernſey, and from thence aboard an 
Engliſh Veſlcl into England ; where he 
was very well receiv'd by Queen Eli- 
zabeth, who ſent him back to Rochelle 
the Year following with a conſiderable 
ſupply. 

In the mcan time St. Meſme, ( who 
during this unhappy expedition of the 
Prince, continued the Siege of Brovage, 
finding himſelt too weak to reſift the 
Marſhal de- Matignon, who advancd 
by order from the King, to force his 
Retrenchments, with an Army of 
experiencd Souldiers, ) truſs'd up 
his Baggage , and retird with what 
ſpeed he coud, but in ſo much tear 
and diſorder, that he loſt great num- 
bersof his men in his haſtyi march, and 
particularly in paſting the Charante, 
where St. Luc, Governour of Brovage 
& ho always thew'd himſelf as brave in 
War, 
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War, as he was agreeable at Court in 4Am- 1585. 


Peace, having chargd him in the 
Reer, cut it. entirely off : Thus the 
League, and the Calviniſm, loſt on 
that occaſion, the one the Caſtle of 
Angers , wherein the King plac'd a 
Governour , on Whoſe fidelity he 
might rely, and the other almoſt 
all its Forces, which after that 
ſhock, durſt no longer keep the 
Field. 

This furniſh'd the King with an op- 
portunity to publith new Ordinances, 
by which he commanded the Goods 
of Rebels to be ſeiz'd ; and particular- 
' ly of thoſe who had followed the 
Prince of Conde , with promiſe never- 
theleſs of reſtoring them, when rhey 
ſhou'd return into the Catholique 
Church, and give good ſecurity of re- 
maining in it ; Ordaining farther, in 
execution of the EdiCt of Fuly, that all 
ſuch ſhou'd be forc'd to depart the 
Realm, who reftusd to make abjura- 
tion of Calviniſm, into the hands of the 
Biſhops ; and it was enjoyn'd them to 
make it according to the Form which 
was compos'd by William Ruze Biſhop 
of Angers. It was thus practisd be 
caule 
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4m. 1585. cauſe it had been obſerv'd, that the 


' greateſt part of the Fuguenots, had 


invented a trick, neither to loſe their 
Goods, nor to leave the Kingdom ; 
but thought it was lawfull for them 
to accommodate themſelves to the 


| times, and ſo deceive men by making 


a falſe profeſſion of Faith, onely for 
form ſake, and in external obedience 
to the Edits: which they expreſs'd 
by theſe words, Since-it has ſo pleas'd 
the King, with which they never fail'd 
to preface the Oath of Abjuration 
when they took it. 

Now this prudent Biſhop having 
obſerv'd that intolerable abuſe, which 
was follow'd by an infinite number of 
Sacrileges, and moſt horrible profanati- 
onof the Sacraments, whichthoſe falſe 
Converts made no ſcruple to receive, 
betraying by that damnable impoſture 
both the one Religion and the other, 
wou'd admit none into the Commu- 
nion of the Church, who had not firſt 
made his profeſſion of Faith according 
to his form, which much reſembled 
that of P:us the Fourth, and which from 
that time forward was and is preſented 
to beſign'd by all thoſe who abjure He- 
relie. "Tis 


The Hiftory of the League. 


Tis moſt certain that theſe Edicts, 4m. 1585. 
joyn'd with the extreme weakneſs in * 


- which the Huguenot party then was, 
made in a little time many more con- 
verts , true or falſe, than had been 
made by the Maſlacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew. But alſo on the other ſide, they 
occaſion'd the Proteſtants of Germany, 
whom the King of Navarre cou'd ne- 
ver draw to . his party againſt the 
Leaguers, now to incline to his af- 
fiſtance. Two years were almoſt paſt 
ſince that King, who defir'd to ſhelter 
himſelf from the Conſpiracy which the 
League had made principally againſt 
him, with purpoſe to exclude him 
from the Crown, againſt the funda- 
mental Law of the Realm, had ſolici- 
ted thoſe Princes, by the Sieur de Se- 
gur Pardaillan , and de Clervant 
to raiſe an Army for his aſſiſtance ; 
and elſewhere by the intermiſſion of 
Geneva, he preſsd the Proteſtant Can- 
tons of Swiſſerland, to make a Comm 
ter-League with the Germans, for the 
ſame purpoſe. Queen Plizabeth, who 
beſides the intereſt of her Proteſtant 
Religion, had a particular eſteem and 
love for that Prince, the Duke of 
Boilihhon 
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Am. 1585. Boillon a declard Enemy of the Lor- 


rain Princes, and the Count de Mont- 
beliard, Frederick de Wirtemburg, a 
moſt zealous Calviniſt, uſed their ut- 
moſt endeavours with thoſe Germay 
Proteſtants to ſtir them up : all which 
notwithſtanding, they were very 
loath to reſolve on a War with the 
King of France their Allye; ſaying 
always that they wou'd never engage 
themſelves in it, till it wasclearly ma- 
niteſt, that the War which was made 
againſt the Zuguenots, was not a War 
of the Government againſt its Rebels, 
but purely, and onely againſt the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, which they intended 
to extirpate. But when they ſaw be- 
fore their eyes thoſe Edifts and Ordi- 
nances of the King, who was abſo- 
lutely reſolv'd not to ſuffer any other 
Religion beſide the Catholigue in his 
Kingdom, and that otherways they 
had given them all the ſecurity they 


Arn. 1585. coud delire for the payment of their 


Army ; then they took a Reſolution 
of Levying great Forces, and of aſliſt- 
ing the King of Navarre powerfully, 
after ſending a ſolemn Embaſſy to 
the King, to demand of him the Revo- 
cation 
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cation of his Edits, and an entire 4-.1585- 
liberty of Conſcience for the Prote. *VY 


ſtants. 

The King of Denmark, the Electors 
of Saxony and Brandenburgh, the 
Prince Palatine John Caſimir, the 
Dukes of Saxony, of Pomerania, and 
of Brunſwick, the Landgrave of Heſſe, 
and John Frederick, Adminiſtrator of 
Magdeburg , were the Princes who 
Aflociated themſelves with the Towns 
of Francford, Vimes, Nuremberg, and 
Strasburg, to ſend this Embaſly to the 
King ; x. £1 not being reſolv'd what to 
anſwer them, for tear of provoking 
the League, in caſe he ſhou'd grant 
them their demands, or of drawing on 
himſelf the united Forces of almolt all 
the Proteſtants of Germany, in caſe of 
a refuſal, to gain time, took a Progreſs 
as far as Lyons, white the Deputies of 
thoſe Princes were at Pars: which 
caus'd the Count of Montbeliard, and 
the Count of 7ſembourg, who were the 
chief of that Embaſſy, toreturn. But 
ſo did not the reſt, as being obſtinate- 
ly ſet down to wait the King's return, 
who was at laſt conſtraind , being 
overcome by their extreme perliſtance, 
whom 
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Anz. 1586. whom he well hop'd to have tir'd 


firſt, to give them the Audience 
which they demanded. He who was 
ſpokeſman-for the reſt, looſing all man- 
ner of reſpet, made a blunt and 
haughty Speech, reproching him in 
certain terms which were but too in- 
telligible, that againſt his Conſcience 
and his Honour, he had violated his 
faith ſo ſolemnly given to his moſt faith- 
full Subjets of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, to whom he had promis'd the 
tree exerciſe of it, they remaining , 
as ſince that time they had always 
done, in that perfe& obedience, which 
is due from Subjets to their Sove- 
reigns. 

That Prince, who at other times 
was but too meek and patient, or ra- 
ther too weak and timorous, was fo 
much offended at this brutal inſolence, 
that he was not able to curb himſelf 
from breaking out into choler on this 
occaſion. For he replid ſmartly, to 
them, with that air of Majeſty and 
fierceneſs, which he knew wellto take 
up, whenſoever it pleasd him, that 
as he had not taken the liberty to 
give Laws to their Maſters of _ 
tneir 


The Hiftory of the League. 


their Eſtates according to their own 4m:.1586- 


liking, and changing the Civil and Re- 
ligious conſtitution of their Govern- 
ment, ſo neither on his ſide wou'd 
he ſuffer them to intermeddle in-thoſe 
alterations which he thought fit to 
make in his Edicts ; rin to the 
diverſity of timesand of occaſions, for 
the good of his People, of whom 
the greateſt part depended on the true 
Roman Catholique Religion, which the 
moſt Chriſtian Kings his Predeceſſours 
had ever maintain'd in France, to the 
excluſion of all others. Afterwards, 
retiring into his Cabinet, where after 
he had revolv'd in his mind, what had 
been faid on either part, he was of 
opinion, that his Anſwer had not been 
ſharp enough, he ſent them by one 
of the Secretariesof State a Paper writ- 
ten with his own hand, which was 
read to them ; and in which he gave 
the Lie in formal terms to all thoſe 
who faid he had done againſt his Ho- 
nour, or violated his Faith, in revo- 
king the Edi&t of May, by that of Fuly; 
after which it was told them from him, 
that they had no more to doe, than to 
return home ; without expeCting any 
farther Audience, This 
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This was certainly an Anſwer wor- 
thy of a great Monarch, had he main- 
tain'd it by his ations as well as by 
his words ; and had he not ſhewn by 
his after conduct, the fear he had of 
this irruption of the Germans. . For, in 
order to prevent it, he ſeem'd to de- 
{ſcend too much from that high and Su- 
preme Majeſty of a King, by treating 
almoſt upon terms of <quality with 
the Duke of Guiſe, and oftering him, 
beſides whatever advantages he cou'd 
wiſh, in Honoursand in Penſions, and 
many Towns for his ſecurity, which 
had made him a kind of Independant 
Royalty in the Kingdome on this 
onely condition, that he would be re- 
conciFd to the King of Navarre, and 
give him leave to live 1n quiet ; as if 
it were the Duke, . and not the King, 
who had the power of giving Peace. 

Though theſe advantageous prot- 
fers, were ſufficient to have tempted 
the Duke's ambition, nevertheleſs he 
wou'd not accept them, becauſe he 
hop to fatisfie it much better by con- 
tinuing the War in which he had en- 


© gag'd the King ; who was not able to 


recall his promiſe: beſides, he was 


not 
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not willing to deſtroy the opinion 4m- 1585. 


which the people had conceiv'd of 
him, that he acted by no motive of 
ſelf-intereſt, but onely for the Cauſe 
of God and of Religion. This expe- 
dient of Peace therefore failing the 
King, who had ardently defird it, he 
employ'd another, which was to in- 
treat (2. Katharine de Medices, to 
confer with the King of Navarre, 
her Son-in-Law ; to try if by her uſual 
arts, ſhe cou'd induce him to ſome ac- 
commodation , which might be fa- 
tisfactory to the League, and ſtop the 
Germans, of whole Succours, his peace 
once made, that King wou'd have no 
farther uſe. The Gam Mother , 
who at that time defir'd the peace at 
leaſt as much as he, becauſe ſhe fear'd 
to be left at the diſcretion of 
either of the two parties, by whom 
ſhe was equally hated, willingly 
accepted that Commiſſion ; groun- 
ding her hopes on thoſe tricks, 
and artificial ways, by which ſhe had 
ſo often ſucceeded, on the like occaſi- 

ONS, 
Having then advanc'd as far as 
Champigny, a fair houſe belonging Þ 
M flie 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Aer. 1586 the Duke of Montpenfier, ſhe manag'd 
-Y\— the matter in ſuch ſort, by the medi- 


ation of that Prince, who went to vi- 
ſit the King of Navarre from her , 
that it was agreed there ſhou'd be a 
Conference. After many difficulties 
which were raisd concerning it, and 
which, with much canvaſing, they 
got over; the place was appointed to 
be St. Brix, a Caſtle near Cognac, be- 
longing to the Sieur de Fors, who was 
of the King's party. She came thither 
attended by the Dukes of Montpenſier 
and of Nevers, Marſhal Biron, and 
ſome other Lords, whowereno friends 
to the Guiſes or the Leaguers, to the 
end that Conference might be the more 
amicable, The King of Navarre came 
alſo thither, with the Prince of Conde, 
Vicount de Turenne, and ſome others 
the moſt conſiderable of their Party. 
It appeard manifeſtly at this Enter- 
view, that the Queen held no longer 
that Authority, which had been yacl- 
ded to her in the former Conferences, 
wherein the had carried all things ac- 
cording to her own deſire, by the won- 
derfull Aſcendant, which ſhe had over _ 
their minds; And ſhe — 
ut 
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but too well from the very beginning, 


that ſhe had to doe with ſuch as were *- 


diſtruſtfull of her ſubrilties, and who 
wou'd not ſuffer themſelves to be ſur- 
pris'd eafily, as ſome of them had 
been, on St. Bartholomew's day, wheres 
of they had not yet worn out the re- 
membrance. For they wotrd never 
adventure themſclves all three toge- 
ther in theChamber appointed for the 
Conference ; when the King of Na- 
varre was there, the Prince and V+ 
count, well accompanied, madea guard 
at the door; and when either of the 
other two enter'd, the King of Navarre 
and the other did the like for him : that 
they might not put themſelves unwari- 
ly into her hands, on whoſe word they 
had no reaſon to rely ; and who dar'd 
not to arreſt any of them ſingly, the 


two remaining being at liberty; and. 


in condition to give themſelves fatis- 
faction on tlie Aggreſſours. | 

Thus, being too ſuſpicious, and 
their minds too much embitterd, to 
att calmly and reaſonably inthis Con- 
ference, it went off in three Enter- 
views ; which were made in reſenting 
terms, and mutual reproaches, with- 
M 2 out 
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| Am. 1586. out coming, to any amicable concluſi- 
on. The Prince of Conde, according 
to his lofty and ſevere humour, ſpoke 
always more ſharply than the other 
two : rejeCting all methods of recon- 
ciliation, and ſaying, with an air ex- 
tremely fierce, that there was no be- 
lief to be given to thoie who had fo 
baſely falſitied their Faith, in violating 
the Edidts of the King, to fatisfie the 
Seditious and the Rebels. The King 
of Navarre, of a temper much more 
{weet and complaiſant, though with 
a becoming noble boldneſs, he gave 
the Queen to underſtand that he had 
no great reaſon to commend her pro- 
ceedings in reference to himſelf, yet 
he never forgot the reſpe&t which was 
due to her Charater. And upon oc- 
caſton of her remonſtrating to him, 
that the peace of France depended on 
his converſion; ſince the onely fear 
of falling under the dominion of an Hu 
gxenot Prince, had made and arm'd 
the League, which had no quarrel to 
His perſon, but onely to his Herelie : 
his anſwer was no more than this ; 
That Religion was onely a pretence, 
yhich the Authours of the n_ 
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had taken up, to cover their ambition, Ame 153 * 
which manifeſtly delign'd the. total - 


ruine of the Royal family ; and as to 
his converſion, he was always diſpos'd 
to it, on condition he might be inſtruc- 
ted in the truth by a tree Council, 
which he had oftentimes demanded ; 
and in the definitive judgment of 
which, both he and his party would 
wholly acquieſce. He conſented even 
to a Truce of twelve days, during 
which, the King's good pleaſure ſhou'd 
beconſulted, by propoſing to him that 
condition ; though it was known be- 
forehand, that he wou'd never conſent 
toit. - And in the mean time, the Vi- 
count of 7urenne coming, to wait on 
the Queen at Fontenay, whither ſhe 
wasretir'd, the Conference wasreſum'd 
for the laſt time. 

For, aftcr they had amplif'd their 
Forces on either fide, and both had 
ſet forth the advantages of their own 
party, which cou'd not be done with- 
out ſome ſharpneſs, and even menaces; 
the Queen loſing patience, and taking 
up that air of haughtineſs and Majeſty, 
which ſhe had often aſſum'd at the 
like Conferences in the Reigns prece- 
M 3 dent, 
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Ann. 1586. dent, and at the beginning of this, 


ſaid in an imperious tone, that there 
was no more room left for delibe- 
ration; and that the King, who wou'd 
be abſolutely Maſtcr in his Realm, had 
fix'd his- poſitive reſolution, to have 
but one Religion in France: 'Tis well, 
Madam, repli'd the Vicount,. with a 
diſdainfull kind of ſmile, we joyn 
iſſue with you in the ſame reſolution ; 
Let there be but one Religion, provi- 
ded it be ours ; if otherwite, we muſt 
hack it out on both ſides. On which, 
without ſtaying for a reply, he made 
a low bow, and immediately with- 
drew. Thus the Conference was en- 
ded, to the extreme diſpleaſure of the 
King, who to gain covert from that 
Tempeſt of the Germans , which he 
toreſaw to be powring upon France, 
had paſſionately defir'd a Peace, which 
he cou'd neither obtain from the King 
of Navarre, noreven from the League, 
in whoſe quarrel he was engagd to 
make Waragainſt that King, 

For the Leaggers , whoſe number 
was prodigiouſly increas'd, eſpecially 
in Paris, grown jealous of thoſe fre- 
fuent Treatics with the king of Na- 
warre, 


The Hiſtory of the League 


varre, let looſe their tongues, more Am. 1585. 


brutally than ever againſt the King : 
as if he had held a ſecret correſpon- 
dence with the Z7uguenots, and play'd 
booty with the League, by a counterfeit 
ſhew of ruining its Enemies. There 
are thoſe who have gone ſo far as to 
report, that at this very time they had 
laid a terrible Plot againſt the King, 
in which they engag'd the Duke of 
Mayenne, who had made himſelf their 
Head, in the abſence of his Brother ; 
and that the Confpirators had reſolv'd 
to put all the Guards of his Majeſty 
to the Sword ; to ſeize his Royal Per- 
ſon, and afterwards, either to confine 
him to a Monaſtery, or to impriſon 
him in a Tower ; to cut the throats of 
the Chancellour, the firſt Preſident, 
and all the Principal Officers, to put 
others in their places, and to create a 
new Council conſiſting wholly of their 
own party ; to poſlleſs themſelves of 
the Baſti/ſe, the Arſenal, the Chaſtelets, 
the Palace and the Temple; to give 
entrance to the Spaniſh Armada, which 
was then prepar'd againſt England , 
by Boulogne ; and a hundred other par- 
t:cularities of that Conſpiracy, which 
M 4 2 
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Azn. 1585. the Preſident de 7hou thought fit to 


inſert in his Hiſtory, upon the credit 
of one Nicholas Poulain, Lieutenant in 
the Provoſtſhip of the Iſle of Fraxce 
who having been of the Council of the 
League, reveald, as he relates himſelf, 
the whole ſecret to the Chancellor 
de Chiverny, Monſteur Villeroy, chiet 
Secretary of State, and alſo to the 
King. But, beſides that no credit 
onght in reaſon to be given to a man 
of doubte dealing, who has betray'd 
both ſides, and who to ſet himſelf 
right with that party he had forſaken, 
may affirm a thouſand things which 
he cannot prove ; which is a crime 
that hath often brought the infor- 
mer to the Gallows ; there is nothing 
of all this matter to be ſeen in thoſe 
Papers, which were written at that 
time, either for or againſt the League; 
eſpecially in thoſe of the Zuguenots, 
who wou'd be ſure to omit nothing 
that cou'd poſſibly make againſt their 
Enemies, or for themſelves, neither 
in the Memoires of the Chancellour de 
Chiverny, nor of Monſieur de Villeroy, 
whoin all probability, wou'd not have 
forgotten a thing of that A— 
; . 6 ; 1 
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if they had had it from the mouth of 4m. 1586. 


the Informer, or indeed if they had be- 
lievd it true. 

And certainly there are many 
things ſo very improbable, in that 
verbal proceſs of Nicholas Poalain, 
which I have moſt exactly read; and 
even ſo many notorious fallities , 
and thoſe ſo oppoſite to the nature and 
genius of the Duke of Mayenne , that 
it is a prodigious thing in Monfreur de 
Thou, that he wou'd take the pains to 
tranſcribe it almoſt word for word in 
a Hiſtory , fo elegant and ſerious as 
that of his. This in reaſon ſhou'd 
givea caution to ſuch as undertake 
the writing of a Hiſtory, not to truſt 
all ſorts of Writers, and not ambiti- 
ouſly to ſwell their Works with all 
they find written in certain Unauthen- 
tique Memoires, without giving 
themſelves the leiſure to examine their 
merit, and their quality. That which 
is certain in that affair is, that the 
Leaguers of Paris interpreting malici- 
ouſly, and in the worſt ſenile, thoſe 
Negotiations and Conferences, which 
were made with the King of Navarre, 
were not wanting to make the = 
ple 
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Am. 1585. ple underſtand, that the King held 


intelligence with him, and proteQted 
the Zuguenots, It was alſo in order 
to deſtroy that belief and falſe opinion 
which ran of him to his diſadvantage 
among the people, that the King re- 
new'd with more apparent fervour 
and ſolemnity , thoſe extraordinary 
devotions which he praftiſsd from 
time to time , and above all his Pro- 
ceſſions of Penitents, which, far from 
ſerving his deſign , render'd him yet 
more deſpicably odieus. 

As evil, by the abuſe of the beſt 
and moſt holy things, often proceeds 
from that good which inſenſibly is de- 
generated into corruption ; it ſome- 
times alſo happens that good is pro- 
duc'd out of evil, which is re&if'd , 
by taking from it that which is ill in 
the practice of Devotion, and leaving 
ondy what is wholſome. This 1s 
what has been obſerv'd in our preſent 
Subject, the Brotherhood of Penitenti- 
aries. More than four hundred years 
agoe, a certain devout Hermit finding 
himſelf to be ſtrongly infpir'd from 
God, to Preach in a 'Town of 7aly, 
as Jonas did at Nineveh, began to 
threaten 
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threaten the Inhabitants, that in a 
ſhert time they ſhou'd be buried under 
the Ruines of their Houſes , which 
ſhou'd fall upon their heads and over- 
whelm them, if they appeas'd not the 
wrath of God, by an immediate, ſe- 
vere and publique penitence. His Au- 
ditours after the example of the Nize- 
vites, touch'd with ſo powerfull a Ser- 
mon, and fearing to feel the effects 
of ſo terrible a threatning , cloath'd 
themſelves in Sackclath , and arm'd 
with Whips and Diſciplines, walk'd 
in proceſſion through their Streets, 
laſhing themſelves ſeverely on their 
Shoulders, to expiate their Crimes 
by their tears, and by their Bloud. 
This ſort of Penance which ſprung 
out of a good principle, and an ar- 
dent deſire of appeaſing the Divine 
Juſtice, may be very laudable ; and 
wasafterwards praQtis'd in other Coun- 
tries, particularly in Zungary, dure- 
ing the rage of a great Peſtilence , 
which made havock of that poor 
Kingdom. But not long after, it de- 
generated into the dangerous ſeft of 
the Flagellants, who running in great 
Troops nakedto the middle, — 
mo 
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Am. 1586. moſt of the Provinces of Europe, made 


themſelves all over bloudy , by the 
vigorous handſelling of their Diſci- 
plines, ſaying, with horrible impiety, 
that this new Baptiſm of bloud was 
more available than that of Water, in 
that it expiated for all their future Sins, 
which from thence forward they might 
commit with all impunity. 

There was much difficulty in abo- 
liſhing ſo pernicious an abuſe ; and 
theretore with mild uſage to reduce 
thoſe wandring Souls into a regular 
Penance, it was permitted them to 
retain what ever was good) in ſo au- 
ſtere a Practice. From thence are 
ſprung up the fraternities of Penitents, 
which are at this preſent ſeen in /ta- 
ly, in the Patrimony of the Church, 
in the County of Avignon , and in 
Languedoc , who have their Chapels 
where they aſſemble, and practiſe the 
Exerciſes of their Devotions, and who 
make their Proceſſions where they 
go, particularly on Holy Thurſday , 
cloath'd in Sackcloath, with Whips at 
their Girdles, which nevertheleſs are 
not for any great execution, but for 
Ceremony, to mark out the pub- 
lique 
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lique profeſſion which they make of 4m. 1586. 


being Penitentiaries, and the love they 
have for Chriſtian Penance. 

When therefore the King, who was 
naturally inclin'd to Devotion, had in 
his return from Peland , beheld the 
Proceſſion of the white Penitents of 
Avignon, and was even then defirous 
of ſthewing himſelf a zealous Catho- 
lique ; he commanded himſelf to be in- 
roll'd in that Fraternity, and about 
ſeven or eight years after, he eſta- 
bliſh'd another of the ſame kind at Pa- 
ris, in the Church of the Auguſtines, 
under the title of the Annunciation of 
our Lady. The moſt part of the Prin- 
ces, and great men of the Court, and 
the principal Officers were of it; 
and all his Favorites never fail'd to 
aſſiſt at thoſe Proceſſions, wherein 
he went without his Guards , or any 
mark whereby he might be difſtin- 
guiſh'd from the reſt, Cloath'd ina bng 
white Habit of Holland , ſhap'd like 
a Sack, reaching below his Feet, ſome- 
what large , with two long Sleeves, 
and a Cowl or Monk's Hood over his 
Head piqu'd on the Crown, and hav- 

ing two great holes in it right againſt 
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a 1585- his Eyes, ſow'd behind to the Collar, 


PR 


and coming down before in a ſharp 
point, halt a foot below the Girdle, 
which was woven of the fineſt white 
Thread, and little knots in it, hanging 
down below the Knee ; in the Gir- 
dle was hung a jolly little Diſci- 
pline of the _ materials, Fo. 
roper to give the penitent a ſmartin 

laſh: On his left thoulder he had : 
Croſs of white Satten, upon a ground 
of tawny Velvet, almoſt wholly cir- 
cular. 

For the reſt, he made profeſſion to 
obſerve exaatly the Rules and Stas 
tutes of that Fraternity, which Fatheo 
Edmond Anger a famous Feſuite, who 
was then his Confeſſour and Chaplain, 
had drawn up by his own Order. 
That good Father entertain'd him with 
great care, in theſe ſorts of Devotions, 
though - not altogether- ſo proper for 
the practice of a great King, to whom 
much more ſolid inftru&tions ſhou'd be 
given, of which the principal conſiſts 
in adviſing him to apply himſelf vigos 
gouſly to that charge of Goverriment, 
which God, to whom he muſt render 
an Account, has committed to his 
uſt; 
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traſt, as his Miniſter and Lieute- Am. 1586. 
0 ol. 


nant. 

To this purpoſe 'tis faid ( as Buſ 
bequius writes from Paris, to the Em- 
perour Rodolphus his Maſter ) that the 

uecn Mother ( ſeeing the prejudice 
which this fantaſtique carriage did to 
the reputation of the King her Son, 
and to the State, the care of which 
he abandon'd, to give himſelf up to 
theſe cloyſterly Proceſſions , ) ſpoke 
ſharply to the Feſuite , upbrayding 
him, that he was an ill Guide to his 
Penitent, and that of a King, as God 
had made him, he made a Frier, to 
the great prejudice of all his King- 
dom. And for that very reaſon, time 
and experience having made it mani- 
feſt, that much diſorder had crept in- 
to theſe Fraternities of whitePenitents, 
as well as thoſe of the blew and black, 
and that under pretence of praQtiſing 
holy Exerciſes, moſt dangerous Plots 
were hatch'd againſt the Government, 
they were totally aboliſh'd at Pars, 
about ten or twelve years after- 
wards, 

It was eſpecially- that year 1586, 
that the King willing to make appears 
that 
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Am. 1586, that he had more zeal than ever for 
WY the Catholigue Faith, renew'd theſe 


oſtentatious Devotions of his Frater- 
nity, with ſo much fervour, that not 
being ſatisfied with his ordinary Pro- 
ceſſions, which he made in the Habit 
of a Penitent, through the Streets of Pa- 
ris, he made one very extraordinary, 
going on foot in the ſame Habit, with 
the greateſt company he cou'd get to- 
gether of his moſt devout and tervent 
Brothers, from the Chartreux, quite 
to our Lady of Chartres ; from whence, 
he return'd in the ſame manner, in 
two days to Paris. In truth, tis cre- 
dible that this proceeded from a great 
Foundation of Picty in this Prince, 
whoſe nature was infinitely ſweet, if 
he had not ſuffer it to be corrupted 
by his pleaſures. But as the Leaguers 
were not throughly perſwaded of this 
truth , and that through the hatred 
which they bore him, they interpre- 
ted his beſt aRions in the worſt Senſe, 
they decrid this with all imaginable 
ſpight ; faying, it was nothing but 
mere Hypocrifie, and a ridiculous 
Maſcarade which he had invented, 
to mock God and deceive men, by 


covering 
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covering his Vices and his no Religion , _ 


with the veil of Piety. 
Yet the Leaguers were not the one- 
ly men, who were ſcandalizd at 
theſe new forms of Proceſſions, which 
are not much to the humour of the 
French. They were almoſt generally 
blam'd by all the World , and thoſe 
who ſpoke the leaſt harm of them , 
cou'd not hold from open Laughter. The 
moſt ridiculous part of them,and which 
made a kind of Tragicomedy, where- 
in there was matter of Mirth and 
Mourning, was that the Lacquies of 
theſe Courtiers, who in compliance 
to the King , had inroll'd themſelves 
in this Brotherhood of Penitents , had 
the infolence to mimick it, in derifion 
of their Maſters, even in the Court of 
the Lowvre , making ſhew of laſhing 
themſelves luſtily, as if they had been 
Flagelants in earneſt. But the King 
having heard of it, before the Farce 
was quite play'd out , causd fourſcore 
of them to be ſeizd, whom rhey 
drew into the Cour des Cuifines, where 
they were ſo well belabour'd with 
Whips, that they were left in a way 
repreſenting to the Life, that conditi- 
N ON 
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4m. 1586. on into which the ancient Flage/ants 


put their bodies by their bloudy pe- 
nance. 

This, notwithſlanding , hinder'd 
not others, from doing ſome- 
what much more criminal, than the 
poor Lacquies had attempted. - For 
ſome malicious Wits there were a- 
mongſt the Leaguers, who had the 
impudence to expoſe publiquely, a 
Picture where the King was een 
cloath'd in his penitential Robes, pul- 
ling the Honey-combs out of an Hive, 
ſaying theſe words, which were writ- 
ten over his Head, as the Motto of 
the Embleme, Sic eorum aculeos evito, 
'Tis thus I cover my ſelf from their 
Stings. As if they deſird to be un- 
derſtood in this witty, but very ſpight- 
full expreſſion, 'That as a man who in- 
tends to rob a Hive, muſt cover his 
Face and Hands to avoid Stinging 
from the Bees, who Aſſociate them- 
ſelves againſt the Thief : So the King, 
who drew the vital nouriſhment of his 
Kingdom to laviſh it prodigally on 
his Minions, and who endeavour'd to 
ruine Religion, by the ſecret intelli- 
gence he held with the King of Na- 
varre 
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and the Huguenots , diſguis'd 4m. 1586. 
varre uguenots , diſguis'd 


himſelf in this Habit of a Penitent , 
to cheat the League, and to ſhelter 
himſelf from the juſt indignation of 
the Catholiques united againſt him. 
But they who were more clamorous 
than all the reſt, were certain Prea- 
chers of the League, who profaneing 
their Sacred Fun&tion of Preaching 
the Goſpel, by their Seditious Tongues, 
and dealing out a thouſand impoſtures 
from the Chair of Truth , declaim'd 
venemouſly againſt the Lord's An- 
nointed , all whoſe ations they be- 
ſpatter'd, even thoſe which were a- 
dornd with the greateſt Piety. 

Of all thoſe Satyriſts, he who 
roar'd the moſt inſolently againſt thoſe 
Devotions of the King, was DoCtour 
Poncet, Curate of St. Peter des Arfis, 
who was accuſtom'd to relate blunde- 
ringly in his Sermons, the fillyeſt 
things, which the moſt violent Lea- 
gaers usd to fay, and preach'd them 
without fear or wit to his Congrega- 
tion, as if they had been as true as 
Goſpel. "Twas not that he wanted 
good natural parts, as once he made 


it ſufficiently appear, when the Duke 
N 2 of 
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Am. 1585. of Joyeuſe, the King's Favourite, hav- 


ing told him that he was glad to know 
a man, who had ſo noble a Talent as }. 
to divert the people, and ſet them on 
the merry pin of Laughing at his Ser- 
mons : He drily anſwer'd him, 'tis 
but reaſonable that I ſhou'd make them 
laugh ſometimes, ſince you have made 
them cry ſo often, for the extraordi- 
nary Subſedies which were impos'd for 
the defraying of the exceſſive charges 
of your {weet Marriage. For the re- 
port went , that the King had expen- 
ded on them more than twelve hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns. 

Now this Seditious Preacher de- 
ciaimd fo outragiouſly againſt 
thoſe Proceſſions, and told ſo many 
ſcandalous lies of the King himlelt , 
and the fraternity of Penitents, whom 
he call'd the Brotherhood of Hypo- 
crites and Atheiſts, that the King 
clapd him up in Priſon tor ſome days, 
alter which he ſect. him at liberty , 
thinking thac this light Corredtion 
woud teach him better manners. But 
It was to little purpoſe ; for the Fel- 
low having heard it reported, that he 
lad chant! his note, after having 
\marted 
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ſmarted for it, had the impudence to 4m:1 585. 


ſay publiquely in the Pulpit, that he 
was no Parrot to be taught his Leſſon ; 
and thereupon, he fell to his old trade 
of railing more violently than ever, 
Yet it was not long cer he inflicted on 
himſelf the puniſhment which he had 
ſo well deſerv'd. 

As the Licence of ſpeaking evil of 
the Higher Powers, was now become 
the common practice of the Leagzers, 
a certain Advocate of Peztzers calld 
Le Breton, who had loſt his Suit at 
Poitiers and at Paris , in pleading for 
a Widow , enrag'd that the Duke of 
Guiſe and Mayenne , the King of Na- 
varre, and the King himſelf ro whom 
he had made his addreſſes, going from 
one to the other, and making ſo many 
fruitleſs Journies to complain of his 
hard Uſage, had always thaken him 
oft, and treated him like a Fool or 
Madman, made a Libell full of Villa- 
nous reproaches and. calumaies againſt 
the King, and the Members of the 
Parlament. The Writing having been 
ſeiz'd together with the Authour, it 
was thought fit to make an example 
of him, to ſtop the fury of that licen- 
N 3 tious 
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Ann, 1586. tious way of Writing and of Speaking, 


Upon which, ſhort work was made in 
the proceſs of this audacions Advo- 
cate , he had Juſtice roundly done 
him, and was fairly hang'd before the 
Steps of the Palace. None are fo 
wretchedly fearfull and cowardly at 
the point of danger, as thoſe who are 
the moſt fool-hardy in railing , when 
they believe they are out of reach : 
When our noble DoCtour Poncet was 
told of this Execution on the Lawyer, 
and that he ſaw by this terrible exam- 
ple, they were puniſh'd with death 
who dard to aftront the Sovereign 
Majeſty with Scandalous and Sediti- 
ous InveCtives, he was taken fo vio- 
lently with a ſudden fright and ap- 
prehenſion, that it ſeiz'd on his Heart, 
and ſtop'd the circulation of his Bloud ; 
he betook himſelf immediately to his 
Bed, from whence this tongue Bravo 
did never riſe, for he died tome few 
days after of pure imagination, that 
the ſame diſtributive Fiſtice wou'd 
reach him, which had overtaken the 
miſerable Advocate. 

In the mean time, the King who had 
always earneſtly defir'd to have peace 
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in his Kingdom , made another at- 4m. 


tempt, thongh without Succeſs, to ob- 
lige on one {ide the Duke of Guiſe, to 
accommodate matters with the King 
of Navarre, on Conditions more ad- 
vantageous than he had yet offer'd 
him : and on the other ſide, to cauſe 
the King of Navarre to return into 
the Catholigue Church , promiſing 
him in caſe he wou'd, to declare him 
Licutenant General in all the Realm, 
to impower him yet with more Au- 
thority, than he himſelf had poſleſsd 
when he Commanded the Armies of 
the late King his Brother, to make 
him Preſident of the Council, and e- 
ven at laſt, ( which that King moſt 
paſſionately deſir'd, ) to Diſſolve his 
Marriage with Queen Margaret , and 
to give him the Princeſs of Lorrain, 
Grand-Daughter to the Queen Mo- 
ther, who was willing to conſent to 
this Marriage, which might one day 
make that Princeſs Queen of France, 
whom ſhe always lov'd with ſo much 
tenderneſs. 

Theſe undoubtedly were moſt ad- 
vantageous offers, and very capable of 
tempting a man of that King's Chara- 

N 4 ter ; 
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Ann. 1586... ter ; who to fay the truth, was none 


of the moſt bigotted ZHuguenors, nor 
any bitter Enemy to the Catholiques, 
But as he cou'd not believe after what 
had been done againſt him, that he 
had reaſon to rely on theſe fair pro- 
miſes, that he fear'd to fall to the 
Ground betwixt two Stools ; nay , if 
once he was perceiv'd to Waver, to be 
ſoon abandon'd by his party , which 
already lean'd extremely towards the 
Prince of Conde, who was Known to 
be a much better Proteſtant than him- 
ſelf, and moreover, that he thought 
himſelf ſecure of great Succours 
trem the Germans, he wou'd not lend 
an Ear to any of thoſe Propoſals, and 
gave a quick diſpatch to the King's 
Envoys, with an anſwer worthy of 
Is ingenuity and of his Courage; 
That his Enemies dcfir'd nothing leſs 
than his Converſion , becauſe they 
tock Arms for no other reaſon , than 
to Exclude him from the Succeſſion of 
the Crown; and to cantonize the 
Realm amongſt themſelves, under 
pretence of preſerving the Catholique 
Religion, which he wou'd maintain in 
it, much better than themſelves; That 
he 
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he moſt humbly beſought his Majeſty, 4m- 1596. 


to permit him to decide that Quarrel 
with the Princes of the League , with- 
out his Majeſty's giving himfelf the 
trouble to interpoſe in it ; and in three 
Months time he ſhou'd have Fit 
thouſand Men, with which he hop'd 
Almighty God wou'd do him the fa- 
vour, to reduce the Leagzers in a 
ſhort time to their Duty, and tobring 
thoſe Troublers of the publick Peace, 


and thoſe Rebels, to the terms of O- 
bedience which they ow'd their —_} 


reign. 
This anſwer put the King into an 


extreme Agony of Spirit, not know- | 
ing where to fix his Reſolutions, nor - 


which of the three Parties he ſhou'd 
Eſpouſe. For, in caſe he ſhou'd ſtand 
Neuter betwixt the King of Navarre 
and the League, he ran the riſque of 
being at the diſpoſal of the Conque- 
rour ; if he rang'd himſelf with the 
King of Navarre's Party againſt the 
League, ( as ſomg time after he was 
conſtrain'd to do, ) he fear'd to paſs 
tor an Heretique, or for a favourer 
of Heretiques , as the League endea- 
vourd already to make it be believ'd 


by 
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Am. 1586. by their Calumnies againſt him ; and 


in the ſequel, to draw upon himſelfthe 
power of Spain,and all theThunderbolts 
of Rome , which in that conjunCture 
he dreaded more than the League and 


Am. 1587. the Spaniard put together. Thus as he 


believ'd not himſelf to be fingly ſtrong 
enough, to force both parties to Obedt- 
ence, that latter fear determin'd him . 
though contrary to his Inclinations a- 
gainit the King of Nawarre's Party, as 
judging it to bethe juſter, excepting 
onely theirReligion, which that Prince 
had ſolemnly proteſted, was no ingre- 
dient of the preſent Quarrel. Infomuch 
that following the advice of the Queen 
his Mother , and ſome few ot his 
Council, who out of their hatred to 
Hereſie, were favourable to the League ; 
he joyn'd himſelf with thoſe whom he 
regarded as his greateſt Enemies, to 
make War with his Brother-in-Law , 
whoſe good intentions he well knew 
for the publique wellfare. A War which 
drew from both parties both - much 
Bloud , and many Tears : the various 
events of which will be the Subje&t of 
the following Book. 


THE 


THE 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


LEAGUE. 


L I B. II. 


HE King, according to his 4m. 1587. 


| l Cuſtome, paſsd the Winter 
of this Memorable Year 1587, 

partly in Feaſts, Gaming, Ballets 
and Maſquerades , and ſuch other di- 
vertiſements ; and partly in his Pro- 
ceſſions , his Fraternities, his Retire- 
ments and his Penances , among the 
Feuillaxts, whom he had founded at 
the Fauxbourg St. Fonore, among the 
Capuchins, and eſpecially in his _ 
ells 
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Am. 1587. Cells of the Monaſtery of Bois de YVin- 


cennes, Wherein he had plac'd the Fe- 
ronimites who were come from Spain, 
and wherein afterwards were plac'd 
the Minimes. But to his great grief, 
at the beginning of the Spring, hewas 
forc'd to quit the Pleaſures and Exer- 
ciſes of that ſort of Life , with which 
he was infinitely ſatisfied, and rowze 
up himſelf to make War in conjunction 
with the League againſt the King of 
Navarre, and the Germans, who were 
—_— to joyn their Forces with 
im. 

To this effet, the Duke of Guiſe, 
who till that time had been making 
War with the young Duke of Bouilon 
la Mark, without any conſiderable ad- 
vantage, return'd tothe Court, which 
was then at Meaux ; and after having 
aſſur'd the King that there was a great 
Army of Germans in readineſs to take 
their March towards owr Frontiers, 
and demanded Forces which might be 
capable of ſtopping them , - he made 
great complaints of the Breach which 
he pretended to be made of ſome 
Articles, in the Treaty of Nemours. 


Thoſe of the League maintain'd _ 
tacle 
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theſe complaints were juſt, the others 4=n-_1 587- 
on the contrary made it evident , that y 


they were altogether unreaſonable. 

He complain damonegſt other things, 
that the Count of Briſſac was not re- 
ſtor'd to his Government of the Caſtle 
of Angers. But to that it was an- 
ſwerd, that the King had retaken it 
from the King of Navarre's Forces, by 
whom Brifſac, who held it for the 
League againſt his Majeſty's intentions, 
had ſuffer'd it to be furpris'd. He ad- 
ded that ſuch as were his Dependants, 
and in his intereſts, were not treated fo 
favourably at Court as others ; as if 
the King had been obligd not onely 
to forgive, but alſo to beſtow particu- 
lr favours on thoſe who had taken 
Arms againſt him, and to reward 
them for having diſchargd their Can- 
non againſt his faithfull Servants, as 
Francis de Balſac d' Entragues had 
done againſt the Duke of Montpenfier 
whom his Majeſty had ſent to Orleaxs. 
In concluſion, he took it exceedingly 
ill, that the temporal Eſtate of Car- 
dinal Pe/eve, Archbiſhop of Sexs had 
been ſeiz'd into the King's hands; as 
it the World were not fatisfi'd = 
this 
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Am, 1587. this Prelate, a Penſioner of Spain, and 


who was a declar'd Enemy to the 
King, was not then at Rome, doeing 
him all manner of ill Offices with the 
Pope, eternally decrying his conduct, 
and blaſting him with his finiſter 
interpretations, and venemous aſper- 
ſions. 

Nevertheleſs, the King had the good- 
neſs not long time after, to grant him 
Poſſeſſion of his Revenues, ard that 
to gratifie His Holineſs, who had de- 
vir's it of him by his Nuncio Morofni, 
but at the ſame time he deſfir'd the 
Pope to admoniſh the Cardinal in pri- 
vate, that he ſhou'd beware of relap- 
ſing into ſo hainous an Offence, which 
if he ſhou'd, he then hop'd his Holi- 
neſs wou'd hold himſelf oblig'd to pu- 
niſh him with the ſame Severity, as 
if the crime were committed againſt 
his own perſon. For the preſent , he 
was content to mollify the Duke of 
Gaiſe with a parcel of fair words, aſ- 
ſuring him that he wou'd take ſuch 
order, that he ſhou'd have reaſon to 
be fatisfi'd in all things. After which, 
having again exhorted him to make 
Peace with the King of Navarre, and 
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finding him ſtill obſtinate in the Nega- 471587: 


tive, he took at laſt the reſolution, to 
diſpoſe of the Forces he had already 
on foot, and of thoſe heexpected from 
the Catholique Cantons of Swiſſerland, 
in ſuch manner that he might find a 
way to make himſelf Maſter of all, 
by weakning the King of Navarre and 
the League , 'and by diſperſing the 
German Army. 

To this effe&, he determin'd to 
have three Armies ; The firſt very 
ſtrong, under the Command of the 
Duke of Foyexſe in Poitou, againſt the 
King of Navarre, who was not yet in 
a condition, as he believ'd, to oppoſe 
him. The ſecond in ſhew,and upon the 
paper, at leaſt as ſtrong, but in reality 
much weaker, under the Duke of 
Guiſe againſt the Germans, by whom 
conſidering their great Numbers , he 
might reaſonably hope the Duke might 
be oppreſs'd, which he had occaſion 
enough to wiſh : And the third, 1in- 
comparably ſtronger than the other 
two, he was reſolv'd to command in 
perſon , to hinder the Strangers, who 
by that time wou'd be harraſs'd with 
ſo long a March, from paſling the Ri- 
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King of Navarre, and afterwards to 
oblige them by Treaty to retura into 
their own Country ; After whick»he 
ſhou'd be in condition, caſily to reduce 
the two Parties to the obedience which 
they ow'd him. 

Undoubtedly this deſign was not 
ill laid ; but by the prudent Condu&t 
and Valour of the King of Navarre on 
the one ſide, and on the other of the 
Duke of Guiſe , this ſpecious project 
happen'd quite after another manner, 
than he had imagin'd. And this is 
my preſeat Buſineſs to diſcover, by 
deſcribing exaly and in order, the 
Exploits of theſe three Armies, which 
had all of them ſuchdifferent Succeſs. 

The firſt of them who was oblig'd 
to take the Field, was the Duke of 
Joyeuſe, to oppoſe the Progreſs which 
the King of Navarre began to makein 
Guyenne and in Poitoun. This Duke 
was that famous Favourite, whom the 
King, to comfort himſelf for the loſs 
of his other Minions Qzelus and Mau- 
giron, who were kill'd in Duel, and St. 
Megriz who was Murther'd as he went 
out of the Lowvre , took pleaſure 
raiſe 
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raiſe to the higheſt Honours of the 4m-.1587- 


Realm, ſo far as even to make him his 
own Brother-in-Law by Marrying 
him to Margaret Princeſs of Yaude- 
mont, Siſter tothe Queen, and loading 
him with Wealth and Favours, which 
he laviſh'd upon him with a full hand, 
without Rule or Meaſure ; Inſfomuch 
that he ſeem'd as if he wou'd ſhare the 
Kingdom with him , and make him 
equal to himſelf : which thingsare not 
compatible with the Digony , nor 
conſequently with the Friendſhip of a 
King, as they are with that of a pri- 
vate perſon. 

'Tis true, that amongſt all that 
Crowd of Favourites and Minions , 
who made themſelves inſupportable 
under this Reign , eſpecially to the 
Princes and the Nobility, by the in- 
ſolence of their Carriage, and abuſing 
the favour of their Prince, this man 
was the leaſt hated of the whole Num- 
ber : for, beſides that he was of a Birth 
much more illuſtrious than any of rhe 
reſt, he was alſo without compariſon 
the moſt well-Natur'd, being Courte- 
ous, Obliging , Civil, pleagd with 
doing good Offices, and above all 

O things 
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Am. 1587. things Magnificent, even beyond what 


can be expreſs'd, as it he had endea- 
vourd to equalize the greatneſs of his 
Fortune, by that of his Bounty, which 
in a manner bore proportion with the 
prodigality of the King his Maſter : 
Inſomuch that one day finding at his 
Chamber-door the four Secretaries of 
State, who had waited long for his 
coming out, after having excusd him- 
ſelf to them with all manner of civili- 
ty, he preſented them with an hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns, which juſt be- 
fore he had receiv'd from the libera- 
lity of the King. 

Bur, as with all theſe good Qualities, 
he was extremely vain, opinionated 
of his own capacity for all things, 
though as yet he had gaind no man- 
ner of experience ; the Duke of Eſper- 
non his Rival, who endeavourd to 
make his advantage of the other's ab- 
ſence from Court, and to get the up- 
per hand in the King's favour, infusd 
into him with great artifice the deſire 
of Commanding that Army , which 
was to be ſent into G«yexne againſt the 
King of Navarre. In effe& he ſued 
for it, and fail'd not to obtain it of the 
King, 
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King, who was not able to refuſe him, 4m. 1587. 
though he had promisd it before to © 


Marthal 4' Aumont, who being endu- 
ed with Condu&, Valour, Experience 
and Fidelity, had certainly acquitted 
himſelf much better of that employ- 
ment. 

At firſt he had indifferent good Suc- 
cels, in Auvergne, in Givaudan, and 
in Rowergue , which he had order to 
cleanſe of the Huguenots ; from thence 
to pals into Languedoc, andafterwards 
into Gzyenne. He took ſome little 
Places which were tolerably ſtrong ; 
amongſt others Maleziou, Marenghol, 
La Peyre in Givaudan, and Salvagnac 
in Rowergue ; from whence he March'd, 
and preſented himſelt in Battag/za, be- 
tore Tholouſe , intending thereby to 
give notice to the Parlament, that he 
was come to joyn himſelf with the 
Marſhal of Joyeuſe , his Father , fLieu- 
tenant of the King in Languedoc, to de- 
liver that great Town, from the trou- 
bleſome neighbourhood of the Z7ugne- 
nts. Aſter which, his Army being 
much diminiſh'd by Sickneſs, and by 
the retiring of many Gentlemen to 
their own Houſes, he left there the 

O03 Marquis 
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manoir, his Marſhal de Camp, and re- 
turn'd in Poſt to the Court, there to 
paſs the Winter. 


The year following he had al- 
moſt the ſame Fortune ; for as he 
had been inform'd, that the King of 
Navarre who had taken the Field a- 
bout the beginning of April, had al- 
ready made himſelt Maſter in Poztor 
of 7almont, Chizay, Saſay, St. Maixant, 
Fontenay and Mauleon, he return'd to 
the Army with great ſpeed, bringing 
with him a recruit of ſix or ſeven 
thouſand Men, with whom he reco- 
verd St. Maixant , poſlels'd himſelf 
of 7onnay-Chareate, and of Mallezays, 
made incurſions even to the Gates of 
Rechelſe , and cut in picces two or 
three Regiments of the King of Na- 
varre, Whom he forc'd in their Quar- 
ters : But, after two Months of Cam- 
pagne, the Plague and the Delerters, 
who were many , having extremely 
wealkn'd his Army, he the ſecond time 
return to Court, leaving his Army 
as before, under the Command ot the 
Marquis of Lavardin, who had not 
the 
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as he had done the year betore. 

For the King of Navarre, who was 
March'd out ot Roche/e, with all the 
Forces he cou'd make, to diſtreſs the 
Army of Lavardin, having heard that 
he was making his Retreat towards 
the River of Loire , follow'd him ſo 
cloſe, that on the twenty eighth, and 
the twenty ninth of A4prz/ he ſurpris'd 
him, and cut in pieces one halt of 
his Cavalry, and even the Duke's Genf- 
darms, conſiſting of threeſcore and ten 
Horſemen, were all killd or taken, 
together with his own Standard. All 
that the Marquis of Lavardin cou'd 
doe, after this defeat, was to rc- 
tire at full ſpeed to La /Zay upon the 
Creuſe. 

It was before this place, which was 
not aſſaulted for want of Cannon, that 
the King of Navarre receiv'd a Rein- 
torcement of ſix hundred Horle, and 
two thouſand Arquebuſiers , which 
the Vicount de Turenne brought him: 
trom Perigord and Limouſin ; and al- 
moſt at the ſame time , the Prince of 
Conde came to joyn him with the grea- 


telt part of the Gentry from Saintonge. 
And 
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Azn. 1587. And it being then reported, that the 


young Count of Soiſfſons, ( whom he 
had drawn into his party by large 
promiſes, as well as the Prince of Con- 
zi that Count's Brother, ) was ap» 
proaching to the Loire with three hun- 
dred Gentlemen, and five hundred 
Dragoons, he advanc as far as Monſo- 
reau upon that River, whither the Vi- 
count of Turenne, who went to receive 
him at Lude, with a convoy of ſeven 
hundred Horſe, brought him without 
the loſs of one ſingle man. 

This being done, it was reſolv'd in 
their Council to paſs no farther in the 
dire way towards the Germans whom 
they were to meet ; becauſe they were 
not yet ſtrong enough, and that they 
ſhou'd have upon their hands both the 
King's Army, and that of the Duke of 
Foyeuſe , who wou'd certainly beat 
them, which by conſequence wou'd 
provethe defeat of the Foreign Army, 
For which reaſon they return'd into 
Poitou with deſign to fetch a large com- 
paſs, and to gain the paſſage of the 
River more upward toward {toax, and 
afterwards to march into Bourgogne, 
there to receive the German Army, 

| to 
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King of Navarre diſpatch'd away Mor- 
las, to deſire them that they wou'd 
take that way. But that King had 
not the leiſure to execute his intended 
Enterpriſe, becauſe he was follow'd 
ſo haſtily by the Duke of Foyeuſe, 
that there was a neceſſity of coming 
to a Battel, which was given in the 
manner that I am now going to re- 
late. | 

The news being already ſpread at 
Court of the late ſucceſſes of the King 
of Navarre, the Duke of Joyenſe, to 
whom the King hadgiven a very con- 
ſiderable recruit of Souldiers, and who 
was accompanied by all the young 
Gallants and fprightly Noblemen of 
the Court, who according to cuſtome 
attend the Favourite, receiv'd orders 
to repair immediately to the Troups 
he had leit with the Marquis of Lavar- 
din, to tollow the Navarrois, which 
way ſoever he bent, and to hinder his 
conjunction with the Germans. In 
order to this he came to 7oxurs, where 
having underſtood, that the King of 
Navarre being, gone from Monſorean, 
was upon his retreat in Poitow, and 
O 4 haſting 
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Army with ſo much ſpecd, that he 
got before it at Saintonge, inſomuch, 
that having paſs'd the River of Cha. 
rente, atChaſteauneuf, coaſting always 
on the left hand, he came by the way 
of Barbefieux to Chalais, very near the 
River Droene, the ſame day, being the 
Eighteenth of Ofober, that the King 
of Navarre, who had taken more on 
the right hand, by 7ailebourg, quar- 
ter'd at Monlieu, ſomewhat tarther oft 
on this ſide the River, having receiv'd 
ſome ſmall recruits, and Cannon, which 
he had from Reche/e. | 

At ſome little diſtance from that 
place, the ſmall River of Drogze calſls 
it ſelf intothat of Liſle, whichis ſome- 
what the larger of the two : The lat- 
ter has its ſource in Limoſin , near 
St. /rier, and the former in Perigord 
near Branteme ; and after having been 
mix'd for three or four Leagues, they 
difembogue themſelves into the Dor- 
dogne,overagainſt Libourne. A little be- 
low the place where theſe two Rivers 
meet, 1s ſituate the Bourg of Guitre, 
and ſomewhat above it that of Coxtras, 
with a reaſonable ſtrong Caſile ”- 

the 
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the Drogue betwixt the two Rivers. Am. i587. 


Now the King of Navarre being 
of neceſlity to paſs them , that he 
might follow his intended way to 
Guyenne, the Marſhal of Matignon, Go- 
vernour of that Province, one of the 
moſt faithfull, moſt valiant and moſt 
prudent Captains which France has 
ever had, and who had orders from 
the King to aſſiſt Monſkeur de Joyeuſe, 
writ him word, that he advisd him to 
poſſeſs himſelf ſpeedily of thoſe two 
Bourgs, and there to intrench, aſſu- 
ring him that he wou'd not fail to be 
at £ibourne, by the 22d day, with all 
the Forces he could draw together from 
Gaſcogne, Quercy, Perigord and Li- 
moſin. *Twas prudently confider'd 
by him; for there was nothing more 
wholſome than this counſel, becauſe 
in fallowing it, the King of Navarre 
had caſily been ſtoppd ; withour 
daring to attempt the paſlage either a- 
bove the conflux of thoſe two Rivers 
or below it; or in caſe he had attem- 
pted it, he had been ſhut up betwixt 
two Armies, each of which cou'd nor 
be ingag'd , with more than half of 
his, when the other half had paſs'd the 
River of Liſle. But 
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But the foreſight, the celerity and 
the reſolution of the King of Navarre 
on the one part, and on the other the 
raſhneſs, the preſumption and the va- 
nity of the Duke of Foyeuſe, broke 
thoſe juſt meaſures which the Mar- 
ſhal of Matignon had taken. For the 
next morning, Lavardin, Marſhal de 
Camp to Foyeuſe, who had advancd 
the night before with 120 light Horſe 
to polleſs himſelf of Coutras, found 
that La Trimonille had prevented him 
an hour before, and ſeiz'd that Poſt, 
with greater numbers than he had 
with him. Inſomuch that he was 
forc'd to return to the Duke, who was 

one to paſs the Drogue ſomewhat 
Riots at Roche  Chalais ; where he 
lodg'd himſelf while the King of Na- 
varre who had follow'd 7rimonille ve- 
ry cloſe, paſs'd over his Army at the 
Ford of Coutras, Thus theſe two 
Armies were inclos'd at the ſame time 
betwixt the twoRivers, at the diſtance 
of two ſhort Leagues from one ano- 
ther, without any thing betwixt 
them, that was capable of hindring 
them to ingage, in caſe they were ſo 

reſolv'd. 
'Tis 
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ſtrong reaſons to avoid the Battel ; for 
the King of Navarre, if he ſhou'd loſe 
it, was irrecoverably ruin'd, becauſe 
he ſhou'd be left without any poſlibi- 
liry of recruiting, at the mercy of two 

werfull Armies, in purſuit of him ; 
and if he gaind it, his affairs wou'd 
not be in a much. better poſture than 
they were already : becauſe he had 
yet upon his hands the Marſhal of Ha- 
tignon, a General of much better con- 
du& than Foyesſe ; and the King had 
three other Armies on foot, which 
might unite themſelves to get betwixt 
him and the Germars, and to hinder his 
conjunction with them. 

As for the Duke of Foyeuſe, he ought 
to have conſider'd, that he had to doe 
with old Souldiers, more experienc'd, 
and better diſciplin'd than his own ; 
which conſiſted for the moſt part of 
new rais'd men ; that the young Gal- 
lants who accompanied him were in- 
deed men of Courage, but who had 

ain'd no more experience than him- 
ſelf: conſidering which, if he had ated 
prudently, he ſhou*d have ſtay'd for 
the Marſhal of Matignon, who in _ 
| ays 
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Am. 1587. time at the fartheſt, wou'd have been 


at Libourne, from whence he might 
eaſily have joyn'd him. And if-the 
King of Navarre had endeavour'd to 
have hinderd it, he had been in- 
clogd betwixt the two Armies, one. 
of which had charg'd him in the front, 
and the other in the Rere : For thus 
in all reaſonable probability it muſt 
have happend. But the Duke was 
ſo blinded with his eagerneſs of fight- 
ing, (as being infinitely deſirous to 
redeem his reputation at Court, and to 
regain the advantage, which his Ri- 
val had got over him 1n the King's 
favour, by an eminent victory which 
his vanity had aſſur'd him was indubi- 
table) that his opinion of ſucceſs hurri- 
ed him beyond thoſe weighty reaſons, 
the rules of War, and even thoſe of 
common ſenſe. 

In purſuance of this, he firſt of all 
others having reſolv'd upon the Bat- 
tel, and giving onely this for his rea- 
ſon, that the Enemy, whom he held 
inclos'd betwixt two Rivers, cou'd not 
pollibly eſcape, in cafe they march'd 
dire&tly to him before he had time to 
get away, all the young Nobleſs who 


{ur- 
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ſurrounded him, gave ſuch loud ap- 4m. 1587. 


plauſe of his opinion , crying our, 
Battel, Battel, that they drew the reſt 
into the ſame reſolution ; no man be- 
ing able, or daring to reſiſt the tor- 
rent. And there was ſo much of pre- 
ſumption in this Council, which was 
ſo haſtily concluded, that the Duke, 
as if he were afſurd of victory, fear- 
ing nothing but that the Enemy ſhou'd 
elcape his hands, before he cou'd 
come up to him, began, even before 
midnight to march his Army towards 
Coutras, that he might attack the 
King of Navarre at break of Day. But 
that Prince being inform'd of his in- 
tentions by his Scouts, and foreſeeing 
that he ſhou'd be conſtrain'd tocome 
to a Battel, unleſs he wou'd incur 
the manifeſt danger of being beaten, 
if he ſhou'd make his retreat in the 
face of the Enemy, was reſolv'd, for 
that reaſon, to march towards him, 
and ſpare him the pains of half his 
_ ---- 

In effe&t, having heard the account 
of a rough Skirmiſh, which happen'd 
in the Night betwixt the Scouts and 
the Light Horſe of the two Armies, 
without 
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Am. 1587- without any conſiderable advantage 


on cither ſide ; he got on Horſeback 
a little before Day, and advancing 
towards the Enemy, he went to pol- 
ſeſs himſelf of the Place he had deſign'd 
for the Field of Battel, which was a 
Plain betwixt fix and ſeven hundred 
paces of Diameter, on the far 
ſide of a little Wood , about half a 
League diſtant from Coutras , having 
that Town on his Back , on his lett 
hand the Drogze , which bounds the 
Plain on that fide, and on his right 
hand a Warren, a Copſe, loppd the 
year before, a kind of little Park ben- 
ding towards the Enemy , and fenc'd 
onely with an Hedge and Ditch. 
There it was that he drew up his Ar- 
my in Battalia, which conſiſted in the 
whole of about four thouſand five 
hundred Foot, and two thouſand five 
hundred Horſe. 

He plac'd on his right Wing, the 
biggeſt of the two Battalions of his In- 
fantry, made up of the Regiments of 
Caſteluau , Parabere , Salignac, and 
ſome other Companies, who extended 
themſelves in the Warren , advancing 
even to the Hedge and Ditch _ 

enc 
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fenc'd the little Park that cover'd 4". 1587. 


them. Theſe were ſuſtain'd on their 
left by the Squadron of Light Horſe, 
which had at their Head La 7rimoii- 
ille, Vivans, Arambure and Yignoles, 
who Commanded them ; and before 
them an hundred and twenty Argque- 
bufers for their Forlorn Hope. There 
follow'd them ſloping always to the 
left, the whole Gendarmery divided 
into ſix Squadrons: the firſt, conſiſting 
at moſt of two hundred Gentlemen, 
almoſt all Gaſcons , Commanded by 
the Vicount of 7arenne, accompani- 
ed by Pardaillan, Fontrailtes and 
Choupes. 

There came after them at the dif- 
tance of ſixty Paces, the Squadron of 
the Prince of Conde, who had with 
him Lows de Saint Gelaz, Marſhal de 
Camp, des Agueaux, Montaterre , the 
Vicount of Gourdon, the Vidame of 
Chartres, and more than two hundred 
and fifty Menat Arms. There wasan 
Interval of an hundred and fifty Paces, 
betwixt the Prince and the King of 
Navarre , who Rode at the Head of 
his Squadron of three hundred Gentle- 
men, amongſt whom were oO__ 

e la 
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Amn. 1589, de Ia Force, de Ponts, de Ia Boulaye, 


and de Foix Candale who bore the 
Standard. At laſt follow'd the young 
Count of Sozſſons, having after him 
the famous Captain Favas, and two 
hundred Horſe in his Squadron, dif- 
tant from the King two hundred Pa- 
ces, and ſuſtaiti'd, on his left, along 
the River ſide, by another groſs Bat- 
talion, composd of the very flower 
of the Regiments, which were Com- 
manded by Charbonniere, the young 
Montgomery , de Preaux , de la Borie 
and de Newvy. 

All theſe Squadrons made up a large 
Front, and were of little Depth , that 
they might take up the more 1n Bredth, 
And the King of Navarre, as he had 
formerly ſeen it praftis'd by the Ad- 
miral of Coligny, had caſt into their 
Intervals, on both ſides of his Horſe, 
ſmall Partics of Dragoons, by fifteen 
and twenty in a Company, who ſome 
of them with one Knee on the Ground, 
ſome of them half Stooping, and ſome 
of them ſtanding upright, that they 
might not miſchieve one another , 
ithou'd diſcharge upon the Enemy at 
fifteen foot diſtance, for certainty © 
Execution. 
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the Night betore he had left beyond 
the River, that he might paſs it more 
tpeedily to gain Ceutras , being come 
up to him, juſt in the nick, under the 
Convoy of George Clermont d' Am- 
boiſe, Maſter of the Ordnance, was 
advantageouſly plac'd on a imall at- 
cent, at the right hand of the Count 
of Soifſ.ns. Thus was this Army 
rang'd in torm of a Creſcent , whole 
two Battalions of Infantry, more ad- 
vanc'd than the Squadrons towards 
the Enemy, made the two Horns , 
and betwixt both of them the Squa- 
drons of the Prince of Conde, fand the 
Vicount of Turenne torm'd the hollow 
of the middle parr. 

In the mean time the Duke of 
Joxeuſe, having pais'd through certain 
narrow and troubleſome ways, which 
lay betwixt his laſt Nights Lodgingand 
the Plain, and that with difficulty e- 
nough, which was caus'd by the dil- 
orderly March of his young Gallants, 
Waole eagerneis was not to be com- 
manded ; the Marquis of Lavardin 
his Marſhal de Camp a great Souldier, 
on whom chiefly he rely'd, drew up 
us 
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Am. 1587. his Army into Battalia, as well as the 


diſorder wou'd give him leave; his 
whole Forces, at that time, not amount- 
ing to more than nine thouſand men, 
and thoſe ill Diſciplin'd. Over againſt 
that groſs Battalion wh:ch inclosd the 
right Wing of the Enemy, he plac'd 
on his left Wing the Regiments of P7- 
cardy and Tiercelin, which form'd a 
Battalion of eight hundred Muſque- 
tiers, Ccover'd with about a thouland 
Corſlets. Theſe had on their right 
hand the Light Horſemen and the 4/- 
banois, Commanded by thcir Captain 
Mercurius Buat , and another Squa- 
dron of four hundred Lances, whom 
Lavardin himſelf choſe to Lead in the 
room of Monfteur de Souvre, who lay 
dangerouſly hurt of a fall. Montigny 
who Commanded another of five hun- 
dred Lances, was plac'd on the ſame 
hand, in oppoſition to the Vicount of 
Turenne ; after which , bending till 
towards the River which they had on 
their right Hand , there was extended 
on both ſides the way right over a- 
gainſt the three Princes, a groſs of 
twelve hundred Lances, wherein was 
the Perſon of the General, and the 

| Standard, 
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Standard, born by the Sieur de Mailay ,,, pe85. 
PFILALY 


Breſſay. , 

The whole body of the young 
Gallants who were Voluntiers , with 
the greateſt part of the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, were in this groſs, the 
firſt Rank of which was compos'd 
onely of Counts, Marqueſles and Ba- 
rons, having at their Head the Duke 
of Foyeuſe, accompanied by his youn- 
ger Brother the Marquis of Saint Sau- 
veur, and the brave St. Luc; and to 
cloſe the Right Wing, there was plac'd 
betwixt the Standard and the Drogye 
another groſs Battalion, made up of the 
Regiments of des Cluſaux , and de 
Verduiſant, faſtain'd by ſeven Cornets 
of Dragoons , which might make 1n 
all a groſs of near three thouſand men. 
The Artillery which like the King of 
Nawarre's confilted onely of a few 
Field-Pieces, was planted advancing 
a little rowards the right hand, be- 
twixt the grols Squadron of the Duke 
of Joyeuſe, and that of Montigny. 

The two Armics, which continu'd 
in prelence of each other for the ſpace 
of almoſt an hour, without mov 1ag, 
made two very differing Proſpeds. 

P 2 For 
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Arn. 1587. For on the one (ide, there was nothing 


to be ſcen but gilded Armour, g'ori- 
ouſly damaſqud , glittering in the 
Sun ; painted Lances cover d over 
with Ribands , with their Banderolles 
dancing in the Air, rich Coats of 
Velvet, with broad Lace and Galoon 
of Gold and Silver, wherewith every 
Troup was Habited, according to the 
Colours of his Captain ; large and 
beautifull colour'd Plumes , waving 
on their Creſts, and ſhadowing them in 
large Bunches ; Scarfes magnificently 
embroider'd, and edg'd with long Gold 
Fringe, and all theſe young Cavaliers 
carrying the Cyphers and Colours 
of their Miſtreſſes, as proudly adorn'd 
as if they were Marching in a Carrou- 
ſel, and not upon the point of giving 
Battail. To conclude, we may ſay 
it was an Army equipp'd after the Per- 
fran mode, where fo much luxury and 
pomp was ſeen, and ſo much Gold and 
Silk, in the Habits of the Men and the 
Capariſons of the Horſes. 

But the contrary ſide afforded no 
ſuch Spe&tacle; old Souldiers inur'd 
to toil and labour, whoſe meens were 
fierce and menacing ; uncomb(d, ll 
cloath'd, 


The Hiſtory of the League. 
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all beſpawl'd, over their courſe thread- 
bare Clothes, having no other Orna- 
ment than truſty Bilbo by their fides, 
and found Armour on their Breaſts, 
Mounted on travelling Horſes, with- 
out Houſles, or any other part of bra- 
very beſides the Horſemen on their 
backs; in fine, the Army of another 
Alexander, in oppoſition to that of a- 
nother Dar1us. 

Theſe two Armies fo very different, 
having look'd each other in the Face, 
long enough to take their Mealures, 
the King ot Navarre ſomewhat betore 
Nine of the Clock, commanded Prayers 
to be made, to ask the afliſtance of 
Almighty God, making loud Proteſla- 
tions that he was not going to fight 
againſt his King, but againſt the Lea- 
gxers Who had enterprisd the deſtruc- 
tion of the Royal Houſe, by deprive- 
ing of his Birthright the Heir pre- 
ſumptive of the Crown. This exam- 
ple was not imitated in the Army of 
. the Duke of Foyeyſe : on the contrary, 
when they perceiv'd a kind of motion 
in the other Army when they were at 
Prayers, ſome who were about the 
P 1 Duke 
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rifion of them, they are our own, the 
Cowards tremble : But the Szeur de 
Vaux Lieutenant to Moufienur de Bel- 
legarde, Governour of Saintonge told 
him plainly in theſe words; No, no, 
Meonfreur, believe it not, I know thoſe 
people better, they are now at their 
Devotions, but you ſhall ſee them 
hght like Lions. 

Immediately upon this,*the Cannon 
began to play; the firſt diſcharge 
which was made from the King of Na- 
warre's Ordnance , took place in the 
very Standard of the Duke , which 
was an ill omen to him , and all the 
other Vollies , thundring athwart the 
thick Foreſt of their Lanciers, into the 
groſs Battalion which clos'd their left 
Wing, put all the Regiment of 7ierce- 
{ix into a vaſt diſorder , ſweeping a- 
way whole-ranks of them at once. 
On the contrary the Duke's Cannon, 
did little or no Execution ; for beſides 
that it anſwer'd not the roaring of the 
other , till ſome time after, it kill'd 
byr onely one Horſe of the Prince of 
Conde's Squadron ; begauſe their Guns 


were ſo unadviſedly planted, and the 
aſi- 
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that the Bullets were grounded in a 
little riſe of Earth , which intercepted 
their paſſage to the Enemy. 

Then Lavardin, crying out to his 
General that all was loſt, it they gave 
- time to their Enemies to fire again, 
immediately ſounded the Charge, and 
joyning to his own Squadron, thoſe 
of the light Horſemen and the A4/ba- 
01s, gave in ſo furiouſly on the groſs 
of the Enemies light Horſe , that ha- 
ving at the firſt . onſet overturn'd /a 
Trimoiiille and Arambure with his 
Lance, and dangerouſly wounded Y7- 
vans, their whole Squadron was bro- 
ken, routed , and purſu'd into Coutras, 
where the A/banozs fell to Plundering 
the Baggage, which the King of Na- 
varre had left behind him in that 
Town. At the fame time Mont igny 
who was dire&tly oppoſite to the Vi- 
count of Turenne, perceiving the 
Flank of his Gaſcons to lie bare, by 
the flight of the light Horſemen 
* Which they had on their right hand, 
puſh'd them ſo vigorouſly on that 
part, that he broke into them , and 


open'd withouxany trouble from one 
P 4 ſide 
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which thus diforde1'd,, were put to 
the rout, as their fellows the light 
Horſe had been beiore them, 

There were ſome of them, and e- 
ven of thoſe who had the reputation of 
the braveſt, ſo throughly feizd with 
this ſudden fright , that they took the 
River, and flying for their Lives, as 
taſt as they cou'd Spur, carrrd as far 
as Pons the falſe report of their Armies 
being wholly routed , for which they 
had afterwards ſo much regret, that 


they died for ſhame and ſorrow ot it. 


This flight of the light Horſemen was 
ſo precipitate and 10 general , that at 
firſt there were onely remaining in 
the Field Zurenne and Choupes, with 
one other Gentleman, to whom 7a 7ri- 
moitilſe and Arambure joyn'd them- 
ſelves, who having been remounted, 
and ſeeing they were abandon'd by 
their Souldiers, caſt themſelves into 
the Squadron of the Prince of Conde, 
to combat by his ſide. 

'Tis true, that the greateſt part of 
theſeRunaways,immedaately ralli'd,and 
pur themſelves in order behind the 
iquadrons ot the Princes, to repair r 
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did moſt Valiantly. But this cou'd 
not fave them from the ſevere raillery 
of their own party. For as it 1s com- 
monly ſeen, that there is a kind of jea- 
louſie, and we may almoſt call it en- 
mity betwixt neighbouring Provinces, 
thoſe of Saintonge and of Poitou, who 
had no great kindneſs for the Gaſcons, 
and who beſides were ſomewhat 
picqu'd, that the King of Navarre was 
usd to praiſe them a little too extra- 
vagantly, ſeeing them firft diforder'd 
and then routed, cry'd out as loud as 
poſſibly they cou'd, after the example 
of Monſieur de Montaufter, © At the leaſt 
© it cannot now be ſaid, that theſe are 
* cither Poitevins or of Saintonge. This 
made the Gaſcons ready to burſt with 
extremity of choler ; but all the re- 
venge they took , was to ſtrain their 
Forces to the utmoſt as they did , by 
a noble emulation , to behave them- 
ſelves yet better than thoſe Valiant 
men, 

To proceed, this firſt diſorder was 
ſo far from drawing on a greater, as it 
ordinarily happens, that it onely ſerv'd 
to augment the Courage and Valour 
of 
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Am. 1587- of the reſt. For on the one part, the 


foot of the left Wing , which had 
bravely advanc'd to puſh oP Pike , a- 
gainſt the Regiment des Cluſeaux , ha- 
ving beheld the rout ofthe light Horſe- 
men and the Gaſcons, and hearing the 
ſhouts of Victory which were already 
Echo'd from the Duke's Army, were 
not diſcourag'd from paſſing on, and 
diſcharging turiouſly at a very ſmall 
diſtance ; after which changing hands 
with their Muſquets, and taking to 
their Swords, they cry'd out to each 
other with a - generous deſpair, let us 
run to our death in that Battalion ; 
they open'd their paſſage through the 
Enemies Pikes, which they either cut 
aſunder, or ſtruck aſide, they broke in 
upon them, they ſcatter'd them , and 
made a terrible Execution. 

On the other part, the Gentlemen 
and Cavaliers of the Prince's Squadron, 
ſeeing thoſe of their Companions who 
fled, and their Enemies purſuing at 
their Hcels , with ſhouts of Joy caſt 
on them a fierce diſdaintull look, and 
told one another laughing, theſe People 
have their Buſineſs yet to doe, we are 


they that muſt abate their pride. And 
it 
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it fell out as they deſfir'd ; the Enemy 4m. 1587. 


came up to them : For the Duke of 
Foyeuſe, twell'd with the happy ſuc- 
cels of the firſt Encounter, and belie- 
ving he went to a Victory as good as 
gotten , ſpurs on before his Troups , 
making a pompous ſhew, his rich 
Armour glittering with Gold and Sil- 
ver and ennammell , almoſt hidden 
ander his Plumes and Ribands, and 
making a ſign, both with his Voice 
and Hand, tor all his Braves to follow 
him , the whole Squadron together 
take their carrier of tour hundred pa- 
ces, and giving the Reins to their 
Horſes, with their Lances in the reſt, 
run at full ſpeed againſt the three 
Princes. 

In the mean time the King of Na- 
varre , Who that day was onely habi- 
ted like a private Souldier, 1n a plain 
gray Suit of Arms, with a Head-piece 
of the ſame, barefac'd to be known in 
the thickeſt ofthe throng, rode through 
every rank, in few words exhorted 
the neareſt to him, and with his 
Geſture and his Eyes the moreremote, 
to Fight like men of Honour, for the 
rights of the Royal Houſe, and onely 
to 
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which placing before him eight Gen- 
tlemen, offuchas were the ſureſt arm'd, 
with ſtrong Lances to overturn the 
firſt who made head againſt him, and 
to open his paſſage into the Squadron, 
he commanded his men to advance 
onely ten paces , and to expect the 
ſhock of the Enemy , ordering his 
Horſemen , who for the moſt part 
were Arm'd but with Swordand Piſtol, 
not to Fire but at a very near diſtance, 
that every ſhot might certainly take 
place. 

Theſe Orders being well executed, 
were the gaining of the Battail ; for 
that groſs of Horſe which came up to 
the Charge at full Gallop, was well 
clear'd by the furious diſcharge thar 
was made by the firſt Ranks of the 
Dragoons, which the Princes had di- 
vided amongſt their Squadrons. Ma- 
ny of thoſe Counts and Marqueſles 
and young Courtiers, who had taken 
that Poſt of Honour , were beaten 
from their Horſes; and for the reſt, 
who had taken their carrier too far, 
they were out of breath , when they 
ſhou'd have given the blow wich their 
Lances, 
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Lances, their ſtrokes were ſo feeble, 41; 587- 


that they had little or no effect , - and 
the Princes broke in upon them with 
ſo much Vigour and prompritude , 
that they gave them not leiſure to let 
their Lances deſcend, which therefore 
they were forcd to throw away , and 
betake themſelves to their Swords 
and Piſtols. By this means they were 
reduc'd to an equality of Arms , bur 
with very different ſuccels. 

For the three Squadrons of the Prin- 
ces being at a juſt diſtance from each *© 
other, and in excellent order , at- 
tacqu'd that of Foyeuſe on three ſides ; 
The King of Navarre charging him 
in Front, the two Princes in the 
Flanks ; the Count of Sorſſons on the 
right ſide, and the Prince of Conde on 
the left. All three of them in that 
bloudy medley performing what cou'd 
poſſibly be expected from Valiant 
men ; But the King of Navarre con- 
ſpicuous above the reſt, that he might 
animate his Souldiers, who beheld 
him expoſing himſelf to danger like 
the meaneſt man amongſt them, gave 
admirable proofs of his courage in 
every place. He came even to ſhoul- 
dring 
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whom the ardour of combating , or 
the crowd of the combatants drove by 
chance againſt him ; and finding him- 
ſelf ingagd betwixt two Valiant men, 
the Baron de Fume/ , and Monſreur de 
Chaſteau Renard, who was Guidon to 
Sanſaac, who made up to him with 
their Swords on high, while at the 
ſame inſtant, a Gendarme ſtruck on 
his Head-piece with the Truncheon of 
his Lance, he fir d his Piſtol on one of 
them, collard the other whom he 
took Priſoner, crying out to him, 
yield Philiſtin ; and ditengag'd himſelf 
from the third, who was immediately 
taken by one of his Eiquires. In con- 
cluſion, all that great body of Gendar- 
mery, in which conſiſted almoſt the 
whole ſtrength of the Duke's Army, 
having been ſo vigourouſly chargd 
and broke on every fide, was over- 
thrown, cut in pieces, and intirely 
defeated in leſs than half an hour, 
without being able once to Rally, and 
that.not out of Cowardiſe, but on the 
contrary, ( what never or very rarely 
happens, ) by the too great courage 
of the vanquiſh'd Party. For the 
greater 
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the higheſt Quality, and Gentlemen 
almoſt all young, tull of bravery ant 
fire ; they thought 1o little of diſper- 
ſing, or of betaking themſelves to 
Flight, that there were not ten of 
them killd, or made Priſoners out of 
the Field of Battail, where they rather 
choſe to periſh, than to yield one foot 
of ground. 

After this defeat , the Conquerours 
having joyn'd their own Battalions, 
who encouragd by the. example , 
fought with almoſt equal advantage 
againſt the adverſe Infantry, it was no 
longer a Combat, but a moſt horrible 
Slaughter of that miſerable Foot ; to 
whom they gave no manner of Quar- 
ter, becauſe Foyeuſe had given none 
to the two Regiments, which he had 
defeated near St. Maixant. As for 
that Duke, when he beheld that all 
was loſt, inſtead of taking on the 
right hand, to fave himſelf at La Roche 
Chalais, he turn'd upon the left, with 
intention to go to his Cannon, and 
Fighting beſide it to end his days : 
ſaying to St. Lac, ( who ask'd him 
what he reſolv'd to doe.) To live no 
langer 
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die generouſly. after my Misfortune. 
But even that laſt Happineſs was de- 
nid him; for he had not made twen- 
ty or thirty Paces towards his Artil- 
lery, when he fell into the hands of 
two Captains, St. Chriſtopher , and /a 
Viole : and as he was offering them 
tor his Ranſome an hundred thouſand 
Crowns, a Sum which thoſe two 
Captains had not been very ſorry to 
receive , there came up two others, 
Bourdeaux and des Centiers, who 
whether out of hatred or revenge , or 
out of ſpight, that they had nor taken 
him themſelves, to have ſhar'd fo 
great a Ranſome , baſely diſcharg'd 
their Piſtols on him ; Shot him into 
the) Head , and overturn'd him dead 
upon the place. 

The Valiant St. Luc, who took 
upon the ſpot a reſolution as generous 
as his, and much more daring , was 
alſo much more fortunate in the exe- 
cution of it : For having perceiv'd the 
Prince of Conde at a diſtance, and 
diſtinguiſhing him from the reſt, while 
that Prince was eagerly purſuing his 
Victory , he comes up to him at a 

| round 
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round Gallop, and couching his Lance, 4;.1597- 
overturns him to the _ with a Y 
great ſtroke, which he gave him full 
in the middle of his Cuiraſle , after 
which, immediately throwing himſelf 
from his Horſe, he preſented him his 
hand with extreme reſpe&t, to lift him 
from the Earth, and at the ſame time, | 
beg'd him to receive him as his Prifo- | 
ner; which the brave Prince, admire- 

ing the courage and prudence of his 
Enemy, perform'd , embracing him 
with all the generoſity of whuch he 
made profeſſion. | 

This Victory was complete : the | 
Colours, the Cannon , the Baggage, | 
remaind in poſſeſſion of the Con- | 
querour; and with theſe, the Field | 
of Battel, coverd with betwixt 
foaar and five thouſand Souldiers , and 
four hundred Gentlemen of the Dukes 
Army, wholay extended on the Plain ; 
amongſt whom, beſides the Duke of 
Joyeuſe, and his young Brother Mox- 
freur de St. Sauveur, were the Counts 
de La Suze, d' Avaugour, d' Aubijoux, 
the Sieurs de Newvy, du Bordet , de 
Mailly-Breſſay, de Rouſſay , youngeſt 
Brother of Piennes, Guidon to Foyeuſe, 


Q de Vaux, 
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dA” Alluin de Fumel, de Roche fort de 
Croiſſotte,de Trercelin,Saveuſe,who was 
Meſtre de Camp, and the Sear de St. 
Lary-Bellegarde, Son to the Marſhal 
of the fame Name, and Governour of 
Saintonge and of Angoumors , who be- 
ing mortally wounded, died not long 
after of his hurts. Almoſt all the re- 
maindersot the Army were made Pri- 
ſoners, excepting onely the Albanois, 
who forſaking the pillage, about 
which they were bufſied at Contras , 
preſerv'd themſelves by flight, and 
the Marquis of Lavardin, who not 
being able to Rally his men, who had 
puriu'd the Runnaways too far, re- 
tir d almoſt alone to -Roche-Chalas , 
with one Enſign which he fav'd out 
of the Regiment of Picardy. This re- 
treat. was very Honourable to that 
Valiant Gentleman , who having re- 
nouncd Calviniſm, which his Father 
had embrac'd , combated that day a- 
gainſt the King of Navarre, as againſt 
the Head of the Fuguenots; but not 


' long after, caſting himſelf into his par- 


ty, for the defence of the State and the 
Rights of the Crown, he always 
fought 
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fought for him againſt the League , 4m._1587- 


with ſo much Valour , Conduct, and 
Fidelity, that at length he receiv'd in 
Recompence of his long Services, the 
Baſton of Marſhal de France. 
Toconclude, this memorable Vito» 
ry coſt not the Conquerours above 
five or ſix Gentlemen , and what ad- 


ded to the luſtre of it, was the won-_ 


derfull Clemency of the King of Na- 
varre. By his own preſence heſtop'd 
the fury of the Souldiers, who were 
putting all the Infantry to the Sword. 
He receiv'd all Prifoners of Quality 


with infinite Courteſie,he cheard them- 


for their loſs by extolling their Cou- 
rage ; he ſent almoſt every man home 
without paying Raniome ; he ret'or'd 
to the Parents and Relations, the Bo- 
dies of ſuch as had died Honourably in 
the Field of Battel, and beyor all this, 
the Corps of the Duke de Foyeuſe, for 
whom the King, in continuance of his 
favour even atter Death , perform'd a 
molt magnificent runeral with Royal 
Pomp. In fine, this Generous Con- 
querour, had fo much moderation that 
he lent his immediate proteſtations to 
the King, that attcr this advantage he 

Q 2 deman- 
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nour of his favour, and the reſtoring 
of that Peace which his Majeſty had 
graciouſly given him, and which rheir 
common Enemies had broken. 

But after all, it muſt beingenuouſly 
acknowleg'd, that as he had the con- 
duct and valour of Hannibal, in this 
Battel , fo he had his misfortune too, 
in not underſtanding the art of mana- 
ging his Victory, or in his unwilling- 
neſs to uſe it. For were it that the 
Conquerours enrich'd with the Spoils 
of their Enemies long'd for Quiet , 
that they might enjoy their Booty at 
their eaſe, or that the Nobleſſe who 
had ſerv'd under him as Volunteers, 
had not oblig'd themſelves to longer 
Duty than till that time ; © or that ha- 
ving weaken'd by his ViRtory the par- 
ty of the League, he defird not that 
the Z7uguenots, who confided more in 
the Prince of Conde than himſelf, 
ſhou'd encreaſe their ſtrength , or to 
ſpeak more plainly , that certain a- 
morous ingagements , ſomewhat un- 
worthy of a Victorious Feroe recall'd 
him into Bearne ; moſt certain it is 
that he difſolv'd his Army, and licensd 
them 
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then , repaſs'd the Garonne ſpeedily, 
with part of the Enſigns and Colours 
he had taken from the Enemy, which 
he was ambitious to preſent to the 
fair one whom he lov'd, inſtead of 
putting himſelf into a condition, of 
reaping that Fruit which he might 
reaſonably expe&t from ſo great a 
Vittory, and of going ſpeedily to joyn 
the great Army of Germans , which 
was Marching to his Aſſiſtance ; and 
concerning which, it will now be ne- 
ceſlary that I ſpeak. 

For while theſe things were ating 
in France , the Proteitant Princes of 
Germany, who were furiouſly incens'd 
againſt the King , for that diſdainfull 
and rough anſwer, which he had made 
to their Ambaſſadours, ſet on foot a 
more powerfuſl Army, than ever they 
had ſent into this Kingdom, for the 
ſuccour of the Z/uzuenots. There were 
in this Body which was rais'd, eight * 
thouſand five hundred Reyters, be- 
twixt five and fix thouſand Lanſque- 
ets, and ſixteen thouſand Swiſſers , 
whom the Szeur de Clervant had ob- 
tain'd from the Proteſtants, for the 


Q 3 King 
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ſand others, whom he had lett behind 
him in his pa.:age through Dawphine, 
to reinforce the Army of Leſdzguieres, 
but before they were able to joyn him, 
they were totally deteated by the fa- 
mous Colonel of Corſica, Alphonſo d' 
Ornano. Duke Fobn Caſimir, of whom 
I have frequently made mention in 


my Hiſtory of Calviniſm , ought to _ 


have commanded thele Germans 1n his 
own Perſon; but immediately before 
they were to March , he excus'd his 
going with them , becauſe he was ob- 
lg'd to ſtay in Germany, having taken 
upon him the Government of the Pa- 
latinate during, the minority of the 
young Electour his Nephew ; where- 
upon they were conſtrain'd to receive 
the Baron of Doxa his Favourite, whom 
long before he had reſolv'd to ſubſti- 
tute 1n his room. 

Juſtice ought in reaſon to he ren- 
der'd to every man's deſert, in ſpeak- 
ing thc naked truth , without taking 
up a prejndice on truſt from receiv'd 
Opinions, which often have very falſe 
oundat.ons: Though the greateſt 
part of the French and talian Hiſto- 


rians, 


tage of this Baron ; 'tis nevertheleſs 
moſt certain, that he was of a Birth 
Noble enough to ſuſtain the Quality 
of a General , and that he was not at 
all below the Dignity of that Employ- 
ment , being deſcended trom one of 
the moſt illuſtrious Families of Pruſſia; 
and his Anceſtours having poſleſs'd for 
many Ages the Honour of Burgraves, 
which is one of the moſt conſiderable 
of the Empire. He was a man who 
wanted neither Senſe nor good Car- 
riage, and was beſides extremely 
brave : but on the other ſide, he had 
neither Authority, nor experience e- 
nough to command ſo great an Army, 
the greater part of whoſe Officers 
were commonly at variance a- 
mongſt themſelves, and never willing 
to obey his Orders. 

Thus, to ſpeak properly , he was 
onely the. General of the Reyrers , 
though the Lanſquenets and Swiſſers 
acknowledg'd him tor their Chit, in 
the room ot Prince Caſtmir > But the 
young Duke of Bouillon was he , 
whom the King of Navarre had nam'd 
for his Lieutenant, and who had the 

Q 4 Title 
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withſtanding which, he had no abſo- 
lute Command over it, becauſe there 
was a Council compos'd of fix French 
Officers, and as many Germans joyn'd 
with him, who, together with the Ba- 
ron of Dona, decided all things by plu- 
rality of Voices ; which was the occa- 
ſion of much diforder. For the Ger 
mans ſeldom or never joyn'd in opini- 
on with the French ; and on the 0- 
ther fide, the French were jealous 
both of them, and of one- another ; 
ſo that there cou'd be no good intelli- 
gerce amongſt them. Beſides all 
wh.ch, there were ſome of their num- 
ber whom the Duke of Gaiſe , the 
moſt artfull of Mankind , had gaind 
into his Intereſts, and who underhand 
gave lim notice of all the reſolutions, 
which were taken in the Council. 

For the reſt, after the Strangers had 
receiv'd ſome part of their Pay, which 
the Queen of Exgland had ſupplid, 
after they had been aſjur'd of the re- 


maindet, and alſo promis'd that the * 


King of Navarre wou'd joyn them in 
a little time, and that they ſhoud have 
onely the League upon their _ 
Js 0 —f an 
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no other purpole, but to aſſiſt them 
in the deſtruction of the Gujſes; they 
paſs'd the Rhine about the twentieth 
of Auguſt, and in the Plain of Stras- 
burg tound William Robert de la Mark 
Duke of Bouilon, and his Brother 
John Robert Count de la Mark, who 
had waited there for their coming about 
fifteen days, with two thouſand Foot, 
and between three and four hundred 
French Horſe. Thus this Army in 
the general review which was made 
of it near Strasburg, was found to 
conſiſt of thirty three thouſand men 
eftetive; all experiencd Souldiers, 
and well equippd; without reckoning 
intathe nymber, the fifteen or ſixteen 
hundred foot, and two hundred 
Horſe, which the Count of Chaſti/on, 
Son of the late Admiral, brought thi- 
ther in a ſmall time after ; and about 
two thouſand others who joyn'd 
them in their march. Inſomuch thar | 
when they enter'd France, they were 
not leſs than forty thouſand Men 
with eighteen 'or twenty pieces of Ar- 
tillery ; which undoubtedly was ſufh- 
Client to ſtrike a terrour into thoſe 


againſt 
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of the King of Navarre. 

And indeed this diſtant thunderclap, 
which was heard as far as Pars alarm'd 
the Council of Sixteen ſo tezribly, that 
to ſhelter themſelves from the enſuing 
Storm, they ſent freſh inſtructions to 
the principal Cities of the Kingdom, 
and a new form of Oath to unite 
them more ſtraitly to themſelves in 
their common defence : endeavouring 
maliciouſly to make them believe, that 
it was the King himſelf who had call'd 
in theſe Zeretigue Foreigners, with 
intention of deſtroying thoſe who de- 
tended the Catholzque Religion, and 
with deſign that hereafter Hereſie it 


. felf and the Promoter of it ſhou'd 


Reign in France. But the Duke of 
Guiſe, whoſe undaunted heart was not 
capable of the leaſt cowardiſe, took 
ways much different from theirs, in 
purſuance of the ſame deſign, v2. the 
deſtruction of that formidable Army, 
which menac'd him with inevitable 
ruine. And he compalſs'd his intenti- 
ons happily and gloriouſly, by his ad- 
mirable conduct, readineſs of wit, and 
daring reſolution, performing one s| 

the 
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the nobleſt ations which were ever 4m: 1587. 


done, and which alone may juſtly 
rank him with the greateſt Heroes of 
Antiquity. 

He had almoſt nothing of all that 
had been promisd him at Meaxx , 
when there was made the partition of 
the Forces, which by appointment 
were to ſerve in the King's Army and 
in his. Of twenty Troups of 'Men 
at Arms which were order'd him, not 
one appear'd at the Rendeſvouz that 
was allign'd at Chanmont: there was 
neither Money, nor Ammunition, nor 
Cannon ſent him: ſo that having aflem- 
bled at Yaucolear, on the twenty ſecond 
of Auguſt, all the forces he+could get 
together, by the means of his triends, 
and partly by the money of the Parz- 
ſrans, there were found no more than 
a body of three thotſand Men ; that 
15 to ſay, about ſix hundred Cuirafſers 
of his own company, and thoſe of the 
Prince of Joinvi/e's, his Son, of the 
Count of Chaligny, the Chevalier 4 
Aumale, the Sieurs of La Chaſtre, 
and D* Amblize ; three hundred Horſe 
which were ſent him from the Garri- 
lon of Cambray by Balagny, who had 


made ' 
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his Government into a Principali- 
ty, under protection of the League ; 
beſides almoſt as many light Horſe- 
men, ſome J7talians ſome Albanog, 
which were ſent him by the Duke of 
Parma, Governour of the Low-Coun- 
tries. Asfor Infantry he had no more 
than the two Regiments of Captain Sr. 
Paul, and of Fohannes, on whom he 
very much rely'd. | 
With theſe inconſiderable Forces he 
went to joyn himſelf with thoſe of 
Charles Duke of Lorrain ; who with 
the Succours which he had receiv'd 
out of Flanders, under the conduct 
of the Mzrquis d' Avre, and the=Mar- 
quis de Yarambon, and all he cou'd 
Levy in Germany, had no more than 
ſeven thouſand Foot, and about fifteen 
hundred Horſe ; Inſomuch, that both 
in conjun&tion cou'd not make above 
twelve or thirteen thouſand Men at 
moſt , to oppoſe againſt thirty five 
thouſand, who were coming to fall 
on them. The Duke of Lorrain, who 
foreſaw this Tempeſt, had done what 
lay in him to provide againſt it ; and 
to put himſelf in a ſtate of defence by 
: fortifying 
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Towns. And obſerving that Nancy, 
his Capital City, was of too little 
com to receive thoſe great num- 
bers of Perſons of Quality, and Cler- 
gy-men, who ran thither for refuge 
trom every quarter, ſome from their 
Countrey-houſes , others from their 
ſmall Caſtles, and unfortified Towns, he 
took this opportunity to enlarge that 
great and beautifull part of it, which 
is call'd the New Town ; on the For- 
tifications of which, being without 
diſpute the faireſt and the ſtrongeſt 
of that time, he employ'd his Work- 
men with ſo much diligence, that it 
was already in condition of making 
a ſtout defence againſt that Army, 
which as numerous and as powerfull as 
it was had never the courage to at- 
tempt it. 

Theſe two Armies being one of 
them on this ſide the Mountains of 
Vauge, in Lorrain, and the other be- 
Yond thoſe Mountains in Alſace, a 
Council was held in both of them at 
the ſame time ; and it ſo happen'd by 
an accident ſeldom known, that the 
ſame reſolution was taken by _ 
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of Bouilon, and one part of the Coun- 
cil, wou'd have it, that the War ſhou'd 
be made in Lorrain ; to compals ( as 
they urg'd ) at one onely blow the ru- 
ine of that Houſe, Nic firſt pro- 
duc'd, and ſince that titpe maintain'd 
the League. But the bottom of that 
deſign wasthis, that the Germans, had 
ng great deſire to be at ſo great a 
diſtance from their. own Countrey : 
and the Duke of Boui/on wou'd have 
been glad under that pretence to pro- 
vide for the ſecurity of Sedan and Ja- 
metz to which he knew the Lorrainers 
caſt a longing eye. On the contrary 
the French-men, the Envoys of the 
King of Navarre and the Baron de 
Doxa, who follow'd the Orders he had 
receivd from Duke Caſimir , made it 
be concluded, that they ſhou'd fatis- 
fie themſelves in their paſſage through 
Lorrain, to make what havock they 
cou'd in that Countrey, which had been 
wholly free from War, ſince that which 
the Burgundians made, who were de- 
feated with their laſt Duke at the Bat- 
tel of Nancy; and that without ſtopping 
their courle by inveſting —_” _ 
ou 
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hem. 

On the other ſide, in the Council 
which was held at Nancy, the Duke of 
Guiſe propes'd to hinder the paſſage of 
the Enemy, becauſe, that being well 
inform'd of the diviſion which was 
amongſt them, he doubted not with 
thoſe tew Troups, which he had then 
with him, which notwithſtandin 
were composd of well difciplin'd —_ 
experienc'd men, that he ſhou'd find 
ſome opportunity of Defeating them 
in that narrow Dukedom, inclogd 
on all ſides with mountains and Rivers, 
or at leaſt that he ſhou'd force them 
back into their own Countrey : and 
this was alſo adherd to by all the 
French who were then preſent. But 
the Duke of Lorrain, who by nomeans 
won'd conſent to expoſe his State to 
the hazard of a Battel, and who after 
all that cou'd be faid, had rather his 
Dukedom ſhou'd be ruinated than be 
loſt; wou'd abſolutely have it, that 
without oppoſing the paſſage of that 
Army, one part of his Forces ſhou'd 
be put into lis Towns, whither the 
Countrey- 
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Am. 1587. Countrey-people ſhou'd retire, with all 
the proviſion they cou'd carry ; that 
the Ovens ſhou'd every where be bro- 
ken, the Mills pulld down, and the 
Forage deſtroy'd ; and that with the 
remaining part of his Forces, they 
ſhou'd coaſt the Enemies, and con- 
ſtrain them, by the ſcarcity of all 
things and by harraſſing them per- 
petually, to depart ſpeedily from 
Lorrain, and paſs into France, into 
which he was reſfolv'd he wou'd not en- 
ter. And fearing leſt the. Duke of 
Guiſe, whoſe deſign and boldneſs he 
well knew, ſhou'd engage his little 
Army, whether he wou'd or not in 
ſome dangerous Battel, he determin'd 
to have the Command of it himſelf ; 
and order'd it to be encamp'd betwixt 
the New Town, and a little Wood, 
which ſerv'd for a Park to an Houſe 
of his Highneſſe's, call'd the Male- 
Grange ; watching his opportunity to 
employ it to his moſt advantage, ac- 
cording to the way which the Enemy 
ſhou'd take. 

The Germans then having aſſembled 
in the plain of Strasburg almoſt all 
their Troups, and finding the paſla- 
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ou'd have guarded them, but were 
now recalld to Man their Towns , 
paſs'd the Mountain near Saverne , 
without other obſtacle beſides the 
trouble they had for three days ſpace, 
in .opening the ways which were in- 
cumbred with bodies of great Trees , 
laid acroſs the paſſages. They were 
no ſooner got over 1t, than the Duke 
of Guiſe, who loſt no occaſion of ſur- 
priſing the Reyters, towards whom he 
was advanc'd with the Van-guard, 
order'd the firſt Camifade to be given 
them, by the famous Colonel De Rone, 
who was afterwards made Marſhal of 
the Leagye, and the Baron of Swart- 
zenbourg, who4n the night attack'd the 
Quarters of Colonel Bouck, who was 
undoubtedly the moſt able Officer 
they had. And being fuch he was 
not ſurpris'd, for the Guard he kept 
about his Lodgings was ſo watchtull, 
that he had timely notice, and was 
got on Horſeback when he was at» 
tacqu'd ; but he was ſo vigorouſly 
charg'd, that with all his brave reſt 
ſtance, he was not able to maintain 
the place from the Aſfailants z nor 
R hinder 
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Colours, which the Duke of Lorrain 
ſent immediately to the King: as by 
way of Advertiſement that the Enemy 
was already in his Countrey, and that 
therefore it was time to Reinforce 
Monſieur de Guiſe with all the Troups 
which he had promis'd them. 

The next/ day which was the laſt 
of Auzuſt , the Germans entring into 
Lorrain, immediately poſleſs'd them- 
ſelves of Sarbourg , which a Lorrain 
Gentleman who was in it, with two 
Companies ſufficient to defend it at 
leaſt ſome little time, ſurrender'd baſe- 
ly on ſight onely of their Fore-Runners 
without ſtaying ſo much as to be in- 
veſted. The like happen'd not to Bla- | 
mont , Which another young Gentle- 
man of the ſame Countrey maintain'd 
ſo bravely, though the Enemies Foot 
with their Cannon was lodg'd in the 
Fauxtourg, that having killd of them 
more than two hundred men in one 
Attacque, he forc'd them to diſlodge 
with ſhame: And from thence they 
March'd to Luxeville , before which 
they reccivid a greater affront than 


was the former. In eife&t, the Baron 
Fa Ofſonville 
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1 Ofſonville Colonel of the Lorrain 
Infantry, having taken upon him to 
defend fo weak a Place, where he had 
haſtily made ſome ſlight Fortifications, 
thew'd ſo much reſolutign grounded on 
the promiſe which the Duke of Giſe 
had given to relieve him , that they 
durſt not ſo much as once Attacque 
the Town. In this manner theſe 
Foreigners, whoaQted rather like Rob- 
bers or Bandits than Souldiers, made 
it their onely Buſineſs to waſte the 
Countrey, Plundering, Sacking, and 
Maſſacring the very Women and 
Children, in revenge of the great 
wants they fuffer'd, by being depriv'd 
of the means of their ſubſiſtance ; all 
Proviſions being lock'd up from them 
in the fortifi'd places , in beſieging of 
which they were unwilling to 1n- 
gage , for fear of looſing too much 
time. : 

That which gave the Duke of LZor- 
rain the greateſt trouble , was the fear 
he had , leſt they ſhou'd ranſack 
his Town of St. Nicholas, which at 
that time wanted nothing but Walls, 
to be the faireſt and the richeſt Boxrg 
in Lorrain, excepting onely Nancy, 

R 2, 23 
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perialiſts, who boaſted that they wou'd 
reſtore the late Duke Charles to his 
Eſtates, had not finiſh'd its Deſtrufti- 
on, by their feeble Succours, laying 
waſte the Villages, and open Towns 
without Defence, and particularly 
that famous and ſacred Bourg , which 
they had never violated as they did, 
when they reduc'd it almoſt into 
Alhes, if any ſpark of Religion, or 
Humanity had been remaining in 
their Hearts. I hope my Reader will 
pardon me for this ſhort Digxeſlion, 
and give it to the juſt reſentments 
which I haveagainſt thoſe Barbariays; 
being, as I am, particularly interels'd, 
in the fortune of that miſerable Town, 
which had never bcen ruin'd by the 
Croats and Germans, if a Duke of 
Guiſe had been its Champion , as he 
was on that occaſion, whichI am go- 
ing to relate. 

For that gallant Prince , ſeeing the 
concernment of the Duke of Lorrain 
tor it, and its Deſtruction ſeeming to 
tc unavoidable, as lying open on all 
ſides, took up his quarters there, and 
not contented barely to put himſelt in 
poſture 
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poſture of defending it, he Sallid out 4m. 587- 
SI 


of it more than once with great ſuc- 
ceſs, and fell into their Quarters , 
which he always carried. Infomuch 
that fearing to have to doe witha man 
of ſo great Courage and Conduet, 
and withall fo fortunate, who was rc- 
ſolv'd to periſh, or preſerve the place, 
which he had -undertaken to Delend 
with the choice and flower of the 
whole Army ; they durſt not ap- 
proach it , but inſtead of Marching 
along the Banks of the Mearte , up- 
on which this Bourg 1s Situate , about 
two Leagues from their Quarters in 
the Nighbourhood of Luneville, they 
turn'd ſhort upon the left hand to- 
wards the Moſe/le, which they palſs'd 
near Bayon , to go from thence into 
the County of Vaudemont. 

Then , ſeeing there was nothing 
more to fear for the places which are 
beyond thoſe two Rivers, they joyn'd 
together all their Forces, and torm'd 
the body of an Army, with intention 
to coaſt the Enemies, to hinder them 
irom ſending out ſtragling Parties , 
and from laying waſte the tlat Coun- 
trey, according to their ordinary cul- 
tome, R 3 This 
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This reſolution being taken , The 
Duke of Guiſe who led the Vanguard, 
ſent Monſieur de la Chaſtre Marihal of 
the Camp , to take up Quarters for 
the Army at Pont St. Pincent. Burt, 
becauſe the Duke at this place per- 
form'd one of the braveſt ACtions, 
which have ever bcen done in War, 
and which particularly made maniteſt 
his great Ability and ſtrong Genius ; 
I will take upon me to deſcribe it inthe 
moſt exact manner I am able, that the 
Beauty of it may be ſeen in all its cir- 
cumſtances. 

The River of Madon is ſomewhat 
Narrow, but excecding Deep ; it takes 
its ſource at the foot.ot the Mountains 
of YVauge, and runs from the South to- 
wards the North, and having receiv'd 
into its Bed, the little Rivers of Dom- 
paire , Illon, Vittelle, Coulon, and Bre- 
non, 1t waters the Town of Mirecour, 
and the Burroughs of Faroe, Ormes, 
Buligny, Acraigne , Blainville, about 
ten Leagues diſtant from Nancy , and 
four above 7oul. A little below this 
River thus increasd, and on this fide 
the Moſele ſtands Pont St. Vincent, 4 
little City, orrather a great Burrough, 
Situate 
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Situate on the deſcent of a Hilt , 49:15: 


ſome part of it inclosd with weak 
Walls ; the reſt onely fenc'd with a 
quick-ſet Hedge, towards the foot of 
the Hill, ſpreading along by the ſides 
of the Moſelle ; over which there was 
a Bridge; on the right hand it had 
the Maden, and the rib of a craggy 
Hill, planted with Vines, incompais'd 
with ſtrong Quick-ſets, and the rop of 
it cover'd with over grown Woods, 
which extended even to the Neigh- 
bourhood of Tou!, and was parted 
from the Madon by a Meadow, which 
is bounded by that River , and nar- 
row'd to a very little bredth. 

Here it was that the Catholique Ar- 
my went to take up their Quarters, 
on the fifteenth of September ; Monſteur 
de Guiſe arriv'd there at ſeven of the 
Clock in the Morning , and without 
ſtaying for the groſs of the Vanguard 
which follow'd him,accompani'd onely 
by the Sieurs de La Chaſtre, Baſſom- 
pierre , de Dunes Brother to Monfeur 
d* Entragues , and three or four 
beſides them, Rideing on Nags , 
and all of them Unarm'd as he was, 
went -to obſerve ſome advantage- 
R 4 ous 
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Vanguard , under Protection of the 
Madeon, which he was certainly 1n- 
form'd was not foordable in any part 
of it, ſince the Rains which had fall'n 
for four or five days together with- 
out intermiſſion. But not being able 
thereabout to find a Poſt which was 
ſuitable to his purpoſe, he advanc'd 
as far as the Quarters of his Light- 
Horſe, who were March'd beyond the 
Vanguard, under the Conduct of 
Rone and the Baron of Swartzembourg, 
and were Quarter'd almoſt two Leagues 
beyond Pont St. Vincent, in the Bur- 
roughs of Acraigne and Buligny , 
where there were Stone-Bridges over 
the Madoy. He found them there get- 
ting haſtily on Horſe-back, purſuant 
to the advice which they had juſt 
receiv'd that the whole body of the E- 
nemy , Which March'd betwixt the 
two Rivers, was coming immediately 
to fall on them. 

Yet this hinder'd him not from paſ- 
ſing the Madon, he the ſeventh man, 
and with the fame Company , nor 
from advancing into the Plain totake 
a view of the Enemy, But he had 
not 
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not gone far, before he diſcover'd their 4m; 1557- 


Forerunners, and two Cornets of Rey- 
ters, detach'd from the groſs of their 
Army , who came thundring upon 
him, to incloſe him. Upon this he 
turn'd his Horſe, repaſs'd the Bridge, 
and ſtaid,on the far ſide of a Brook, 
upon a little Hill , where he rang'd his 
light Horſe, which were about four hun- 
dred to make head againſt the Enemy. 
The Reyters who had paſsd the Bridge 
of Buligny after them , and purſud 
them hotly, made an halt upon the 
Brook fide, in expe&tation of their 
Army , which they believd to be 
much nearer, than in effe it was : 
and in the mean time the Duke of 
Guiſe, ſeeing they were not follow'd 
by greater Numbers, detach'd againſt 
them the Sieur de Rone, and de /a 
Route , who drove them back and 
purſu'd them flying upon the Spur, 
a good ſpace upon the Plain beyond 
the River, But the Reyters finding 
there three hundred French Horſe , 
and about an hundred and twenty 
Dragoons , with three other Cornets 
of their Fellows , turn'd upon them 
in a full body vigorouſly , and = 
bac 
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4m. 1587- back thoſe two Troupsof Light Horſe, 


who endeavour'd at a round Gallop to 
regain the Hill , where their Friends 
were drawn up in Battalia. 

Then it was, ( upon the diſcovery 
which they made from their Hill, of 
the whole Army which was fileing o- 
ver the Bridge, ) that their danger was 
almoſt inevitable : To expe&t the E- 
nemy, and ſtand their Ground , was 
to take a deſperate reſolution, of be- 
ing all cut in pieces; for how was it 
poſlible for four hundred Horſe, with- 
out Infantry and Cannon to make de- 
tence againſt an Army of five thouſand 
men, who were ready to Attacque 
them, with eighteen or twenty pieces 
of Artillery 2 To retire was altogether 
as impoſſible ; for who knows not that 
a Retreat of two Leagues, before an 
Army of twelve thouſand Horſe, and 
10 open day, can never be attempted 
without being expos'd to extreme 
Danger, and conſtrain'd to change it, 
to a general Rout ; the conſequence 


of which is, that all muſt be cither 


kill'd or taken. 
This being conſiderd by La Chaſtre 


and Baſſompzerre, who were near the 
Duke, 
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provide for his own ſafety, while they 
ſtopp'd the fury of the Enemy for 
ſome time, to procure him the 
means of retiring to the groſs of their 
Army, leaving the reſt to the diſpo- 
ſition of Fortune, which ſometimes) 
finds out unexpe&ted ways of fafety, | 
when all things are in appearance del-| 
perate. At which, the Duke looking |, 
upon them with a ſmiling and affur'd ! 
Countenance; No, no, Gentlemen 
( fays he ) I cannot on ſuch terms a- 
bandon ſo many brave men, whom I'\ 
my ſelf have expos'd to this preſent, 
Danger. I have conſider'd the great- | 
neſs of it, in its full extent ; but I 
think, that at the ſame time I have 


found an expedient to draw us out of - 


it. The Counſell which you have 
given me, as believing it neceſlary for 
my ſafety, I command you to take 
for your ſelves, and for us all: Go 
then, to give out Orders tothe Army ; 
draw them up in the narrow Paſlage , 
and upon the Hill- which is Planted 
with Vines, without Pont St. Vincent, 
to receive me after I have made the 
Retreat, which I take upon my = to 

oe ; 
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manner which I have already caſt in 
my imagination, and which perhaps 
ſhall be as much without Danger , as 
it is without Example. | 

After this, Roxe, and La Route, 
having already without loſs, rejoyn'd 
the Body of Light Horſe, he began to 
encourage his Souldiers, and that 
much leſs by his Words than by his 
Countenance, and that Majeſtique air, 
which animated all his ations, and 
_— a part of his own Courage and 
aſſurance into the moſt feartull ; tor 
appearing at the Head of his little 
Troup, with his Sword in his hand , 
otherwiſe unarm'd, upon a Pad, 
and beholding his Souldiers and their 
Officers with a lively piercing eye, 
which when he pleas'd he cou'd even 
dart into their Souls, and command 
them as he thought good , he ſpoke 
onely a tew words to his French, Italian 
andGerman Officers,toeach in their own 
Language, and calling them by their 
Names, he aſlur'd them that he had in- 
vented an infallible way of preſerving 
them, if they wou'd follow his direQtt- 
ons undauntedly, and take him for 
their Example. Thoſe 
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nounc'd by a Prince, who always per- 
form'd more than he wou'd promiſe, 
ſo much encourag'd thoſe four hun- 
dred men, that without farther re- 
flexion on the apparent danger of 
periſhing, and the ſeeming impoſli- 
bility ot their eſcape, they look'd dif- 
dainfully from their Hill, on that vaſt 
Army of the Germans , who having 
almoſt all of them already paſs'd the 
Madon, at the Bridge of Buligny , 
March'd direQly towards them in Bat- 
talia, not doubting but they ſhou'd 


- incloſe them, and cut them all in 


pieces, if they had the confidence to 
expect them ; or put them to the Rout, 
and totally defeat them, it they at- 
tempted to make their Retreat before 
them, Yet they ſtood at firſtin ſome 
ſuſpence, when having paſs'd the Brook 
which was betwixt them and the Hill, 
they beheld them yet ſtanding firm , 
and appearing with a reſolution of re- 
ceiving them with theur Swords in 
their hands. 

So uncommon a SpeCtacle ſtopp'd 
them a while to obſerve their counte- 
nance, as fearing perhaps that their 
great 
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"Vo being back'd by the whole Army. 


But at length reſuming Courage, and 
being aſham'd that they had doubted 
one moment to Attacqueſo inconſide- 
rable a Party, they ſounded a Charge 
without more delay. Seven Cornets 
of Reyters, having before them three 
hundred French-menof Arms, March'd 
foremoſt and began to Mount the 
Hull at a round Trot againſt the Ene- 
my ; but the aſcent was ſo rough, 
that their Horſes, who were ſpur'd to 
the Quick, grew out of breath, and 
conſtrain'd | toabate of their ſpeed, 
and change their Trot into a Foot- 
pace. Then the Duke of Gujſe, take- 
ing his opportunity to make his Re- 
treat, according. as he had modell'd it 
in his Head, in ſuch a manner as none 
before him had ever practis'd , Re- 
treated a little farther off upon the Hill, 
ſo as to be out of ſight of the Enemy ; 
after which having made a halfturn on 
the right hand, he turn'd ſhort upor 
the left hand at the right of the Ene- 
my, through a little Valley, which 
was betwixt them and the River. His 


March was out of View, under covert 
of 
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of the Hills, which hid that Valley, as 4m; 1587- 


far as toa Foord which he had obſerv'd, 
though he had been inform'd that 
there wasnone: beſides which there was 
a Mill , wherein he Lodgd a dozen 


 Arquebuſiers, who were reſolv'd to de- 


fend it to the utmoſt, and there he 
paſs'd the Madon, from whence the E- 
nemies were departed, in. purſuit of 
him. On that ſide were onely the 
Swiſſers, who March'd after the others 
to paſs at the Bridge of Buligny, and 
who being Foot, cou'd neither ſtop 
nor follow that Cavalry which had 
paſs'd the River below the Bourg, and 
by that means had the advantage of 
them. So that turning Face, and de- 
ſcending on the left, along that little 
River, on the other ſide of which the 
Enemy was paſs'd to Attacque him, 
he continu'd to make his retreat to- 
wards the groſs of the Catholigue Ar- 
my, which was drawing up in Batta- 
ta near Pont St. Vincent. 

In the mean time the Enemy ha- 
ving with much difficulty overcome 
the top of the Hill, where they thought 
to find the Duke of Gaze, were ſtrange- 
ly furpris'd to ſee him beyond the Wa- 


ter, 
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they deſcended with much more 
ſpeed than they had Mounted , and 
purſu'd him eagerly. But they were 
ſtopp'd ſo long by thoſe twelve reſo- 
lute Souldiers, who defended the Mill 
uponthe Foord, at, theexpence of their 
Lives, which they ſold at a dear rate, 
that before they cou'd be forc'd , the 
Duke had the leiſure, without mending 
his pace, to repaſs the River on this 
ſide, at another Foord, which he had 
alſo obſerv'd adjoyning to that narrow 
ſpace, and that rib of the Hill planted 
with Vineyards, where the groſs of 
his Army lay. 

In this manner that Prince, who 
had ingag'd himſelf too far in diſcove- 
ring the Enemy, found the means of 
ſaving his little Troup , and retiring 
in the Face of a great Army, not by 
turning his back as is the uſual cuſtome, 
but by going on their ſide, by a new 
invented Strategem, and placing the 
River twice ſucceſſively betwixt him- 
ſelt and the Enemy, And what 
Crown'd theglory of the whole action 
was, that putting himſelf at the Head 
of five or 11x hundred Horſe , in that 
little 
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little Meadow which is at the foot of 4m._1587. 


that rib of the Mountain, on which 
his Army was not wholly yet embat- 
teld, he defended the paſſage of the 
River and always repuls'd the Reyters, 
who return'd twice or thrice to the 
Charge, and did their uttermoſt to 
Force it ; and that having left it free 
the next Morning , according to the 
reſolution which had been taken in the 
Council of War, he made good the 
Retreat of his whole Army, without 
the loſs of one ſingle man. 

After both Armies had refreſh'd 
themſelves for two or three days, the 
Germans who were elways Coaſted on 
the Right , and perpetually harraſsd 
by the Duke of Gziſe who led the 
Vanguard , having paſsd the Meuſe 
near Neufchateau, enter d France by 
the Principality of Foinvile , where 
they took their firſt Quarters at St. 
©Urbain, The Duke of Lorrain who had 
follow'd them as far as his own Fron- 
tiers, and had what he defir'd, when 
he had ſeen the Strangers out of his 
Eſtates, was reſolv'd to go no farther, 
but retir'd into the Dutchy of Barre , 
36 did alſo the Marquis 4” Havre with 
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they cou'd not enter into France with- 
out permiſſion from the King. Thus 
the Duke of Guiſe was left to himſelf, 
with his own Troups , which amoun- 
ted not to four thouſand men ; and 
nevertheleſs he undertook with an in- 
vincible Courage, and ſo ſmall a 
Power, to purlue, to infeeble and 
entirely to ruine that great Army, 
which was yet more increasd in the 
Baſſigny, by the conjunttion of thoſe 
Troups, which the brave Chaſti/on 
Son to the late Admiral brought out 
of Languedoc and Dauphine , atter ha- 


q Ving traversd Lionnos and Burgundy 


with incredible difficulty. 

The Dake then undertook them all, 
being tollow'd by Souldiers as indetati- 
gable as himſelf, who believ'd there was 
nothing 1mpoſliible for them to per- 
form under his Condu&t : and ſome- 
times appcaring at the head of the E- 
nemy, ſometimes at-their Rere, then 
coaſting them, now onthe right hand, 
and atterwards on the left, cutting 
tlicm off from Proviſions, giving them 
continual Alarmes, and harrafling them 
Niyzht anu Day ina hundred 1everal 
manners, 
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manners, he reduc'd them often to 
great extremities, particularly after he 
was reinforc'd by the Troups, which 
were brought him by Monſteur de 
Mayenne, by Chaligny, Elbeuf, and 
Brifſac who joyn'd him at Auxerre ; 
.his Forces then conſiſting of fix 
thouſand Foot and eighteen hundred 
Horle. 

With theſe inconveniences, beſides 
thoſe which the continual rain, the 
broken ways, their gluttony, and con- 
ſequently ſickneſs, made the Germans 
ſutfer, their Forces having palſs'd the 
Saine near Chaſtillon, and the Jonne, 
at Mailly-la-Ville, they advanc'd about 
the middle of Ofober , as far as the 
Banks of the River Loire, which they 
thought to have pals'd at La Charite 
where much to their amazement they 
found that place not onely in a good 
condition gf defence, ' but the King in 
perſon beyond it, with a powerfull Ar- 
my to diſpute their paſſage, on what 
part ſoever they ſhou'dattemptto force 
it. 

In effe&, that Prince, according to 
the reſolution which he had taken to 


hinder both the King of Navarre and 
I- the 
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ſtrong, the firſt by joyning the Army 
of the Reyters, and the ſecond by their 
defeat, had given the Duke almoſt 
nothing of that Succour which hehad 
promis'd him, either to ſtop or fight 
the Germans ; and in the mean time 
had aſſembled a very conſiderable Ar- 
my in the neighbourhood of Gen on 
the Loire, to oppoſe their paſlage. 
His Forces not being leſs than ten 
thouſand French Foot, eight thouſand 
Swiſſers, for the moſt part levyed out 
of the Catholique Cantons, and eight 
thouſand Horle, the one half French 
the other Germans. The Duke of 
Montpenfier had alſo recruited him 
with the little body which he com- 
manded apart ; the Dukes of Nevers 
and of Eſpernon, the Marſhals de Au- 
mont and de Retz, and La Guiche, 
Grand Maſter of the Artillery, had 
cach of them a Command in it, and 
held no very good intelligence toge-, 
ther, unleſs in this one particular, that 
according to the King's exprels orders, 
they ſpoild and made unpaſlable all 
the Foords trom that of Pas de Fer near 
Newvers, as far as Gien, by laying a- 
croſs 
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whatſoever elle they cou'd find, to *- 


incumber the feet of Men and Hor- 
ſes. 

This ill underſtanding amongſt the 
Commanders, and the large Encomi- 
ums which rung in Pars of the Duke 
of Guiſe, on occaſion of every ſmall 
advantage which he gain'd upon the 
Enemy, and more than all, the mur- 
muring, or rather the downright rai- 
ling of the Leagaers, who maliciouſly 
accus'd the King of holding intelli- 
gence with the Navarro, at the kength 
produc'd this effe&t in him, that tha- 
king off his fataldrowzineſs, and thoſe 
ſoft pleaſures of the Court, with much 
adoe hecameto his Army beyond the 
Gien about mid-Oftober. Where he had 
no ſooner ſet his toot, but he began on 
the ſudden to revive, to appear the 
ſame brave Duke of Anjou, with the 
ſame Heroique ſoul, which inſpir'd 
him with ſo much vigour when he 
commanded the Armies of the King 
his Brother in the fields of Farnac and 
Moncontour. 

Undoubtedly there can nothing be 
imagin'd more generous or more pru- 
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-n. 1587, dent than what he did on that occaſion, 


He put himlelf at the Head of his 
Army ; he gave out Orders in his own 
Perſon ; and caus'd them to be execu- 
ted with all manner of exaQnelſs ; 
he reunited the minds of his Captains 
and Officers, taking care that every 
man ſhou'd employ himſelf in his own 
duty, without interfering with the 
buſineſs of another. He ſhar'd with 
them the labuurs and ftatigues oi War; 
lying abroad in Tents, flecping little, 
was firſt on Horſeback , always in 
Arms, his Men in good order on the 
Bank of the River, appearing in a rea- 
dineſs to receive the Enemy whereſo- 
ever he ſhou'd attempt his paſſage ; and 
giving him to underſtand by found of 
Trumpet and beat of Drum, that he 
defird nothing more than to give him 
Battel,if he ſhou'd dare to ſcek it on the 
other ſide. 

This manner of proceeding put the 
Strangers into a terrible conſtcrnation : 
The French Huguenots who guided 
them, had made them to believe, be- 
tore they entcr'd into Lorrain, that 
they ſhow'd have the Town of Charzte, 
and the Bridge tor friend. Thar ifthoſe 


ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd fail them, the Loire was foorda- 4m- 1557 - 


ble almoſt every where during the 
Month of Oztober ; that the King who 
kept a ſecret correſpondence with the 
King of Navarre, to revenge himſelf of 
the League their common Enemy , 
either wou'd joyn himſelt with them, 
or at leaſt favour their paſſage, and 
that they ſhou'd find the King of Na- 
varre 1n a readineſs on the far fide of 
the River to receive them. In the 
mean time they found the quite con- 
trary to all this: the Town of Charite 
againſt them, the King in Arms to 
combat them, and inſtead of the King 
of Navarre, onely ſome Envoys from 
him, who without being able to aſcer- 
tain them of any thing, barely pro- 
mis'd them that he wou'd ſuddenly be 
with them ; or at leaſt in his room a 
Prince of the Bloud whom he wou'd 
ſend to command them. This fill'd 
with complaints, murmurs, diſorders 
and Sedition the whole Army, which 
was come down as tar as Neuvy, with- 
out hope of being able to torce the 
paſſage which the Royal Army in 
Battalia beyond the River continually 
detended. 

9 4 The 
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The Reyters, with loud clamours 
demanded the Money which had been 
romisd them as ſoon as they ſhou'd 

be enter'd into France : threatning to 
return into their own Countrey, in 
caſe they were not immediately fatis- 
fied. The Swiſſers were already har- 
kening to the propoſition which ſome 
of their Officers, who were gaind by 
the King, had made to them of paſſing 
into his Army, where they had aſſu- 
rance given them of great advantages. 
The Lanſquenets were ready to do as 
much ; all things maniteſtly tended 
torevolt. And it was not without 1n- 
credible pains, that the Baron of Dona, 
the Duke of Boui//on and the French 
Officers put an end to this Mutiny 
by promiſing to lead them into Beauce, 
a Country aboundingin all ſorts of Pro- 
viſions, where they might refreſh them- 
ſelves at their own leiſure, expeRing 
there the Money and the Prince whom 
the King of Navarre wou'd ſend to 
conduct them by Yandome to Monſo- 
reau upon the Loire, where he waited 
to receive them with his Troups. 
Thus the Army diſlodging from New- 
2y, and turning their Lack to the 
1 ns Loire, 
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Loire, took the Road toward Beauce, Am. 1587- 


marching by little journeys all along 
the River of Loing, where they found 

ood Quarters on the Eſtate of Mon- 
= de Chaſtillon, who ſpar'd far no- 
thing to content the Germans. 

In the mean time the Dukeof Guz/ſe, 
who lay betwixt that River and the 
Tonne, and had re-aſſembled all his 
Forces near Charny, to obſerve from 
thence the motions of the Enemy, ha- 
ving receiv'd information that they 
werequarter'd on the twenty fourth of 
Ofober in the neighbourhood of Cha- 
fillon, adyanc'd as far as Courtenay, 
taking his march from thence towards 
the lower part of the River, thereby 
to put himſelf betwixt them and Pars, 
and to cover that great City, which 
lay open to them; ſo that fiye or ſix 
thouſand Reyters detach'd from their 
Army, were capable of giving ſome 
terrible Alarm to the Citizens, by 
Plundering and Firing of their Suburbs. 
This occation'd the Pariftans, to re- 
double their ardent affeQion. to that 
Prince, regarding him at that time as 
their onely Protectour ; and the Lea- 
guers Who omitted no opportunity of 
decrying 
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made them believe, that he ſtopp'd 
ſhort at Gier, on ſet purpoſe to aban- 
don them to the fury of the Reyters, 
who without this interpoſition of the 
Duke of G«iſe had ranſack'd all things 
to their very Gates. 

But this was the leaſt part of their 
deſign; for they intended nothing 
more than to paſs on the left hand, 
through a Countrey more open and 
moreeaſie,« betwixt the Foreſt of Or/e- 
ans and Montargis, and to enter as faſt 
as they were able into the Plains of 
Beauce. For which reaſon, as ſoon 
as he had diſcovered by his Spies that 
their Quarters were taken up for the 
twenty ſixth of Ofober, ſpreading two 
Leagues about Montargis, on the lett 
ſide of the River, he order'd the Seur 
de la Chaſtre, to depart about mid- 
night with the Light Horſe ; who ar- 
riving at Montargrs at ſeven of the 
Clock in the Morning, on the ſame 
day, ( being the twenty ſixth ) caus'd 
the Gates of the Town immediately to 
be ſhut, that no advice might be given 
to the Enemies; and the Duke of 


Guiſe came thither about noon with 
one 
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not beingable to come uptill theeven- 


ing. 

he fate at Table ſupping with 
the Princes who accompanied him, 
one of his beſt Officers who had been 
ſent to take a view of the Enemy, re- 
turn'd to make his report, ſaying, that 
he had ſeen ſeven or eight Cornets of 
the Reyters, who took up their Quar- 
ters with their General at YVimory, a 
Burroughalmoſt half a League in com- 
paſs, a League and halt above Mont- 
argis, and ſituate not far from the Ri- 
ver, which it had on the right hand. 
His intelligence was true; but he 
knew not that fourteen other Cornets 
of them which arriv'd afterwards were 
lodg'd in the ſame place ; that the 
French were Quarter'd but half a 
League beyond the Ladon, and the 
Lanſquenets and Swiſſers in two other 
Villages, which were but the diſtance 
of a League from them. 

The Duke after he had conſiderd 
for ſome time what was to be done on 
this report, believ'd that thoſe Quar:- 
ters at Vimory might eaſily be carried 
in the Night, that the others where- 
loever 
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Alarm, and at the fame time fearing 
to be attack'd themſelves, wou'd think 
rather how to ſecurethemſelves in their 
own Poſt, and ſtay for day-light, than 
to march in *the dark to the ſuccour 
of their Fellows : that after he had de- 
feated the Reyters, in the next place 
he might attacque the reſt, and put 
their whole Army to a rout; and in 
concluſion if he ſhou'd miſs his blow, he 
had ſecur'd himſelf a retreat in the Bur- 
rough of Montargi. 

Thus reſolv'd, and riſing briskly 
from the Table, before he had done 
Supper, he gave command that they 
thou'd ſound to Horſe, and that every 
one ſhou'd be in readineſs to march an 
hour atter at the fartheſt : The Duke 
of Mayenne not a little ſurprisd at the 
ſudden orders, ask'd him whither he 
was going? he cooly anſwerd him, 
to fight the Enemy. And after having 
in few words fatisfi'd them of the rea- 
ſonableneſs of his undertaking, he ad- 
ded, that if any man thought the at- 
tempt too hazardous, he had tree 
leave to ſtay behind at Montargs : It 
may very probably ſucceed faid the 
Duke 
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Duke of Mayenne, and we will all fol- 471587- 


low you, yet we are a little too hot 
upon the execution of it, and it woud 
not doe amiſs to weigh the buſineſs 
ſomewhat better. Underſtand, Brother, 
repli'd the Guiſe, railing his Voice be- 
yond the ordinary tone, that I ſhou'd 
not come to a reſolution of any thing 
inall my life, which I cou'd not reſolve 
on at a quarter of an hours thinking, 
On this he Arm'd and mounted on 
Horſeback , finding all his Men in 
readineſs to follow him, full of gaiety 
intheir faces, and not doubting in the 
leaſt of Victory under his Command a- 
gainſt all imaginable odds of number. 
So important a thing it is in War for 
Souldiers to have confidence in their 
Captain, that they believe his fortune, 
his valour, and his capacity in Myita- 
ry affairs, will always anſwer for the 
good ſucceſs of whatſoever he under- 
takes. 

All the Orders being given, the In- 
fantry which was in the Suburbs, 
was causd to paſs through the body 
of the Town, an hour betore the ſhut- 
ting in of the Evening ; and drawn 
up in Battalia, half a League beyond 

| it. 
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talions, each of them conſiſting of a 
thouſand men. Captain St. Pau/com- 
manded that on the right hand ; Fo- 
annes had the left, with his Regiment 
which form'd the ſecond; Chevriers 
and Pontſenac were in the middle, at 
the head of the third ; the remainder 
was left at the entry of the Bridge, and 
inthe Town, in order to the favouring 
of their retreat, 

The Duke of Guiſe who had waited 
till eight of the clock, for ſeven or 
eight hundred Horſe of his Army , 
which were not yet arriv'd from Cour- 
tenay, diſtant ſeven long Leagues from 
Montargis , was reſolv'd notwithſtan- 
ding to go on, and advancing the 
grols of his Cavalry before his Foot, 
he Marſhall'd it in four Squadrons. 
Monfieur de Mayenne led the firſt, of 
three hundred Horſe at the head of the 
Army: he was ſuſtaind by Monfreur 
de Elheuf with his, of two hundred 
Men at Arms. The Duke of Guiſe 
plac'd himſelf on the left hand, and 
Monſieur d' Aumale on the right of the 
Infantry having each of them three 


hundred Horſe, 
In 
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march'd directly on to V;mory through 
a long Plain, and in a night ſo dark 
that one man cou'd not diſcern ano- 
ther. Notwithſtanding which they 
kept on their way , till the Guides 
having advertis'd Monfieur de Mayenne 
that they were juſt upon Y7imory, he 
ſent before him four Cavaliers, who 
found neither Sentinel ſet, nor Guard 
advanc'd, nor Barrs at the entry of the 
Town, but the paſſage wholly free. 
For which reaſon, drawing off a little 
on the left hand, as did alſo Monſteur 
de Elbeuf on the right to make way 
for the Foot, Monſteur de Guiſe having 
given the ſignal to the Infantry, the 
three Battalions enter'd one after ano- 
ther into the great Street of Ymory, 
where the Baggage of the Reyters lay. 
And immediately having diſpatch'd 
the firſt they mer, before they cou'd 
fo much as ask the Word, they enter'd 
the Houſes on both ſides the Street, 
killing all the Germans whom they 
found : ſome of them at their Supper, 
ſome in bed, and ſetting on fire the 
Granaries and Cellars to conſume thoſe 


who abſconded in them. 
This 
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This Execution laſted for half an 
hour, during which they ſtill went for- 
ward, firing the Houſes as they paſsd 
along, which being at ſome diſtance 
from each other, cou'd not ſpread the 
flames either ſo faſt, or ſo far as they 
defir'd. And in the miean time the . 
Souldiers tempted with the ſight of 
the Reyters Wagons, inſtead of ſtay- 
ing to plunder till they had comple- 
ted the vitory, as their duty is on 
the like occaſions, fell upon the Bag- 


gage in a hurry, and loaded them- 


ſelves with the” richeſt part of the boo- 
ty. This gaveleiſure to the Baron of 
Dona, who was lodg'd at the farther 
end of the Town, to get on Horlſe- 
back and rally ſix or ſeven Cornets, 
with which he made ſhew of advan- 
cing agaifiſt the Foot, who ſeeing him 
coming on, made ready to receive 
him, and forſook their plunder ; at 
the ſame time calling out to their Horſe 
to enter and ſuſtain them. | 
This their Outcry caus'd two con- 
trary effe&ts, which occaſiond two 
reat skirmiſhes, for on the one ſide 
the Baron fearing if he paſs'd forward 
in the great Street, through the F _ 
an 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


cumber'd, that he ſhou'd expoſe him- 
felf without defence to the Shot of 
the Infantry, turn'd on the right hand 
to another Street adjoyning on the 
Plain; on the other fide the Duke of 
Mayenne, who had taken on the left 
hand out of the Burrough, coaſting 
the Foot, having heard their cry, ad- 
vancd precipitately before his Squa- 
dron, who preſently loſt ſight of him 
in the dark, and follow'd onely by 
threeſcore Men of Arms, put on at 
a gallop” to the ſuccour of the Foot, 
througi the ſame Street, at the entry 
of which he rancounter'd the Baron 
with his groſs of Reyters, whichcharg'd 
him with extreme fury. 

Never was there ſeen a Combat 
more unequal or more ſharp. The 
Baron, who was exceeding brave, dif- 
cerning this Cavalry, whoſe number 
he cou'd not diſtinguiſh in the dark, 
rode up to him who was mounted on 
the white Horſe at the head of thoſe 
Cavaliers, and fir'd his Piſtol as he 
thought at the ſight of his Helmet ; 
but it carried no higher than the Chin- 
piece. "Twas the Duke of Mayenre, 

T who 


— 


273 


and Wagons with which it was in- 4m-.1587- 
: WY 


_- 


274 


The Hiſlory of the League. 


Am. 1587. who at the ſame time ſtruck with his 


full force upon his head, and ſwept 
off a good cantle of the skin; atter 
which both the one and the other pur- 
ſuing his point, the Baron with his 
ſecond Piſtol kill'd Rowvroy who bore 
the Duke's colours, and pull'd them 
from him ; and the Duke well ſecon- 
ded by thoſe few brave men who ac- 
companied him, at laſt broke through 
this groſs of ſeven Cornets, having 
loſt ſeventeen Gentlemen in the fight 
which coſt the lives of tourlcore Rey- 
rers. 

After this there happening a great 
Storm Which ſeparated the Comba- 
tants, the reſt of the Reyters being 
now gotten on Horſeback, and there 
being ſome danger, leſt the other Quar- 
ters which had already taken the 
Alarm ſhou'd fall upon them before 
day, the Duke of Giſe order'd them 
to ſound the retreat. He made it very 
fortunately to Moxtargrs, in the ſame 


. . O 
order, in which hecame; and brought 


back his Souldiers inrich'd with the 
booty which they had taken from the 
Reyters, who loſt in thisoccaſion near 
a thouſand Men betwixt Souldiers and 
Servants, 
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their Baggage, and above twelve hun- 
dred Hories, on which twelve hun- 
dred Foot were mounted in their re- 
turn to Montargis : -and what moſt 
mortifid the Baron, two Camels which 
he had delignd to preſent the King 
of Navarre; and the Kettle Drums 
that are carried before the General 
as a mark of Honour, the loſs of 
which is accounted to be more 
ſhameſull, than that of his own Stat» 
dard. 

Though this Victory was not very 
great, yet it drew after it important 
conſequences : and made way by the 
dangerous eftedts which it had, to the 
total ruine of their Army. The Rey- 
ters who had loſt the better half of 
their Baggage , mutined afreſh, de- 
manding their Pay, and threatning to 
retire in caſe they were not fatishied, 
which was not poſlibly to be done. 
The Swiſſers ſent their Deputies to the 
King, to negotiate their return; and 
the matter went 1o far that the Duke 
of Eſpernon, who led the Vanguard of 
the Royal Army, concluded the Trea- 
ty with them: by which the King 
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> YN thouſand Crowns, and to grant them 


J% 


a free paſlage into their own Coun- 
rey. 

The Lanſquenets, whom the fatigues 
of ſo tedious a march had reduc'd to a 
very ill condition, were alſo thinking 
of ſome means to obtain the liberty of 
going home. The Baron of Dona de- 
crid on all ſides for his extreme neg- 
le& in not providing for the ſecurity 
of his Quarters, had wholly loſt hisau- 
thority amongſt them ; and the Frexch 
who conducted them being con- 
tinually reproach'd with the untaithful- 
neſs of their promiſes, were ailiam'd to 
ſthew theirheads. , 

But at laſt, the certain news of the 


_ great Victory obtain'd by the King of 


Navarre, and the hope which conſe- 
quently they had, that he wou'd ſpee- 
dily appear, with his victorious Ar- 
my, together with the arrival of the 
Prince of County, whom he ſent betore 
to command them in his place, till he 
ſhou'd himſelf come up, reſtor'd their 
courage, and caus'd a general rejoy 
cing in the whole Army. And be- 
Cauſe the King's Forces were gone to 
Encamp 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


encamp at Boymeval, to cut off their Am; +27 


way, and hinder them from deſcen- 
ding lower by the Countrey of Yan- 
dome, towards the Loire, they took 
2 reſolution to change their Road, and 
to march upwards towards the ſource 
of that River, according to the King 
of Navarre's requeſt. But ſeeing they 
wereat that time in good Quarters, in 
the heart of Beauce, and neighbour- 
hood of Chartres, they deferr'd for 
ſome days the departure of the Army. 
And that gave opportunity to the 
Duke of Guiſe, to accompliſh at laſt 
with ſo much glory the execution of 
his deſign, by the famous defeat of the 
Reyters at Auneau, which was imme- 
diately ſucceeded by the total rout of 
that formidable Army. 

That Prince,who ſome few days af- 
ter the Combat of Yimory had retir'd 
to Montereau-faut-Tonne, as if he had 
turn'd his back upon the Germans,who 
at the ſame time enter'd into Beauce, 
and without caring what conſtrut;- 
ons might be made of his retreat, 
which raisd a very odd report con- 
cerning him, there refre{h'd his Men, 
for ten or twelve days together ; and 
T 3 diſmils'd 


277 


278 


The Hiſlory of the League. 


Am. 1587. difmiſs'd from thence the Dukes of 


Mayenne and Awumale with all their 
Troups, into their ſeveral Govern- 
ments of Burgundy and P icardy, a- 
gainſt which he imagin'd the Enc- 
mies of his Houſe had ſome deſign : 
After which, though he had remaining 
in his little Army no more than twelvg 
hundred Horſe, and betwixt three 
and four thouſand Foot, he put him- 
ſelf according to his cuſtome in pur- 
ſuit of the Enemy, who march'd ex- 
ceeding ſlowly, and ceas'd not from 
haraſſing them, till, ( before he came 
up with the Army of the King, who 
preſs'd him extremely to a conjunCti- 
on, ) he found an occaſion of pertor- 
ming what he had ſo Jong time pur- 
pos'd, to carry their head Quarters, 
by making himſelt maſter of the place 
which furniſh'd them with victuals. 
Forhenothing doubted but the loſs of 
that wou'd be the total ruine of their 
Army ; which action he performd in 
the manner which I am going to re- 
late briefly. 

Being arrivd at Eftampes on the 
eighteenth of November, after having 
for ſome days coaſlted the Eremy - 
£116 
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the right, the next Morning he ſent 4m- 1585. 


the Szeur de la Chaſtre with ſeven or 
eight hundred Horſe to Dourdan ; 
trom whence, the Szexr de Vins, who 
commanded the Light Horſe, was de- 
tach'd tomakediſcovery of their Quar- 
ters. This he perform'd with great 
exactneſs, and after ſome petty skir- 
miſhes wherein he had the advantage, 
he underſtood from ſome Priſoners 
which he had taken, that they were 
Quarter'd at large in five or ſix great 
Villages, twoor three Leagues beyond 
Chartres, round Auneau, which was 
the quarter of the Reyrers. 

Auneau is a great Burrough Town, 
or little City, inclos'd onely with 
Walls of ſix or ſeven foot high, without 
Ditches any way conſiderable, or 
Draw-bridges at the Gates, like the 
other Burroughs of La Beauce: On 
the ſide of this Town is a Marſh, and 
a broad Lake, from which there iſſues 
a River whoſe banks are planted with 
Ofiers and other Trees that flouriſh 
in a moilt ſoil : 'tis indifferently deep, 
and not caſie to be paſs'd unleſs by the 
Mills and Villages which were pol- 
ſelsd by the Enemy for more than 

#4 two 
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&--V- mixing with the Lorray empries it ſelf 


into the Fare, near Maintenon ; at 
one end of the Lake there 1s a _— 
which after having croſsd the Marth, 
is terminated at a little Wood and a 
Warren, right overagainſt the Gate 
of the Caſtle which commands the 
Town. The Caſtleit ſelf is fair, large, - 
and of ſtrength ſufficient to detend it 
ſelf from Storming, having 1n it a 
great Baſe Court, largeenough to draw 
up the Garriſon in Battalia there ; and 
which is ſeparated from the Houſes of 
the Town by an open place ; fo that 
no approaches can be made without 
being diſcover'd. As ſoon as the Ba- 
ron of Dona was lodg'd in the Bur- 
rough into which he enter'd wichout 
reſittance, the Reyters greedy after 
pillage, fail'd not to come on as far as 
the Gate of the Baſe Court belonging 
to- the Caſtle ; into which the Inhabt- 
tants had haſtily remov'd the beſt of 
their Goods, and a great number of 
their Cattle, which theſe Germans 
were deſirous to get into their poſſeſſi- 
on. But they were repulsd with vol- 
leys of Muſquet Shot, which laid three 
or 
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or four of them upon the ground. Am. i589. 


On this the Baron diſpatch'd a Trum- 
pet to the Captain of the Caſtle with 
a threatning meſſage, that he wou'd 
ſet fire on all things in his way, and 
beat the Caſtle about his ears with Ar- 
tillery, for which he wou'd unmedi- 
ately ſend, in caſe he deſiſted not from 
Shooting. But the Captain who was 
a Gaſcon, and held the Caſtle for the 
King, anſwer'd with a Bravade, after 
the manner of his Countrey-men ; and 
let the Baron know by his Trum- 
pet, that he fear'd neither him nor his 
Artillery ; and that if his people made 
any more ſo near approaches to the 
Caſtle, he wou'd ſpare neither for 
Powder nor Ball to ſet them going as 
he had done before. This was all the 
Parlee that was betwixt them, with- 
out any manner of ingagement on the 
Gaſcon's part, ( though ſome have 0- 
therwiſe reported ) that he wou'd at- 
tempt nothing, againſt thoſe trouble- 
ſome Gueſts, who were lodg'd in his 
Town againſt his will. Accordingly 
to ſecure their lives againſt a man of 
the Captain's humour, the Reyters 
barzicado'd themſelves, and {et ſtrong 
Guards 
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Aw 1489. Guards at the Avenues, from whence 


there is a paſſage into the two great 
Streets which make the length of the 
Burrough. After which believingthem- 
felves to be now in fafety, they took 
their eaſe with profound ſecurity, for 
ſeven or eight days together, during 
which the ſeafon of new Wines being 
juſt come in, and the Vintage of that 
year exceeding _-plentitull, they fell to 
ply the Bottle, and to celebrate the 
King of Navarre's Victory, and the 
Prince of Conty'sarrival, with all ſorts 


_ of merriments, and particularly with 


drunkenneſs, toping after their Coun- 
trey faſhion, night and day to the good 
health of the rwo Princes. 

In the mean time the Duke of Guiſe, 
whoſe head was perpetually working 
how he might ſurprife them, having 
receiv'd the Plan of their Quarters 
from the Szear de Vins, who had been 
there in perſon to take the View, re- 
ſolv'd to attaquethem in Auneau. To 
this eftet he negotiated fodextrouſly 
with the Captain of the Caſtle, that 
after many difficulties, 'which were 
furmounted by the large promiſes, and 
great liberality of that Prince, =_ 
after 
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after the example of Alexander gave Am. 1587. 


all away, and reſerv'd nothing tohim- 
ſelf but onely the hope of accompliſh- 
ing his enterpriſes, the Gaſcoy, who 
had no quarrel to a Bag of Money, 
came at laſt to a conclution with him 
upon that point in the World, in 
which a wary Governour ought to 
be moſt nice; for he agreed to re- 
ceive his Troups into the Caſtle, 
through which they might enter into 
the Town. 

He had advanc'd from Eftampes as 
far as Dourdan on Friday the twenti- 
eth of November, when he receivd 
this comfortable aſſurance ; and as his 
little Army was on 1ts march, on the 
morrow in order to the execution of 
his enterpriſe, he was inform'd that 
the Enemies had diſcoverd it by ta- 
king a Peaſant who was bringing him 
a Letter trom the Governour. This 
undoubtedly was capable of Making 
him deſiſt trom farther proſecution of 
it ; and all his Captains fo advis'd him. 
But he onely deferr'd it for two days, 
till he was aſſur'd that the Reyters were 
no longer on their Guard, and that 
they ſtill continued their Debauches, 
nor 
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” 
— —_ 


cade he had cut-off an hundred, or 
ſix ſcore of the braveſt men in their 
whole Army ; amongſt whom , be- 
ſides thirty five Gentlemen of the beſt 
Houſes in Germany, were found ſlain a 
Count of Mansfeld, and one allyed to 
him, who was Nephew to the Arch- 
Biſhop of Cologne Gebbard Truchſes , 
the ſame perſon who, miſled by a blind 
affe&tion, preferr'd the enjoymeat of 
the fair Chanoineſs Agnes de Mansfield 
to his Eletorat and his Religion , 
which he renounc'd, to gain the liber- 
ty of Marrying her. 

The Duke being then reſolv'd to 
carry on his Enterpriſe, though it was 
objeted to him, that in all probabi- 
lity tha Enemy wou'd not have lin- 
ger'd out the time fo long at Awunear, 
and the adjacent places, but out of 
deſign to draw him into the Plain , 
over which he muſt paſs of neceſſity 
before he cou'd reach the Town ; gave 
Order on Monday Night , that all 
ſhou'd be in readineſs to March on 
Tueſday the four and twentieth of 
November , which was preciſely the 
day that the Germays had pitch'd up- 
on, 
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of the River Loire. Yet on this occa- 
ſion he rel'd not ſo much on his good 
Fortune, as not to take all manner of 
recautions, and particularly negs 
ected not that of Piety, for before 
departed out of Dourdan on his March, 
he did his Devotions publiquely at the 
Church ; where he implor'd the af- 
ſiſtance of the Lord of Hoſts , for the 
happy ſucceſs of his undertaking, 

And yet farther , he left his Almo- 
ner with the Clergy , to continue all 
Night their Prayers before the Holy 
Sacrament, which was exposd ; and 
by an extravagant Sally of Piety , did 
an action , no ways to be imitated, 
yet excuſeable in a Prince, who ated 
ſincerely , and Cavalier-like on this 
. occaſion, in which he was fo far from 
perceiving the leaſt ſhadow of ill, that 
on the contrary , without ſearchi 
deep into the matter , he believ'd it 
acceptable to God. For he ordain'd 
of his own Authority, thatevery Prieſt 
that Night ſhou'd Celebrate three 
Maſſes, as the cuſtome is todoe before 
Chriſtmas-Day. And thoſe well mea- 
ning men who underſtood not ſo much 

in 
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Am. 1537. in thoſe times as we do in ours, obey'd 


hum Simply, Devoutly, and without 
ſcruple : And it may charitably be be- 
liev'd that God who heard their 
Prayers and accepted their Sacrifice , 
as the event ſufficiently ſhews, was 
not offended at what they did out of 
their ſimplicity and without reflexi- 
ON. 
The Duke forearm'd in this manner, 
came up at ſeven of the Clock in the 
Evening, to the Rendeſvouz , which 
he had given to his Troups , on the 
far ſide of the Wood of Dourdar , in 
an open plain, where according to his 
Orders, Monſteur de la Chaſtre, Mar- 
ſhal of the Field, had drawn them up 
in Battalia. The Szexur de Vins, with 
three hundred Light Horſe, was at 
the Head of this little Army. The 
Sieur de la Chaſtre follow'd him, with 
his Squadron of more than two hun- 
dred Men at Arms : and the Dukesof 
Guiſe and of Elbeuf ſuſtain'd them on 
the right and the left with their two 

uadrons, conſiſting each of them, 
of about three an Ar Horſe. The 
Infantry divided into four Battalions 
under the Colonels , Foannes , Pontſe- 

| mac, 
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ac, Bourg, and Git , was rang'd on 4": 1587- 


the right hand of the Cavalry , which 
cover d it from the Enemy, who cou'd 
not poſlibly approach them, but on 
the left hand in a large Plain , where 
there was neither Tree nor Buſh , nor 
. Hedge for their defence. They Marcl'd 
in this order during almoſt all the 
Night, which was fo extremely dark, 
that wandring about from time to 
time, they arriv'd not till four in the 
Morning within a Mile of Auneas, in 
a Valley at one end of the Cauley, 
which led them to the Poſtern Gate of 
the Caſtle, juſt bordering upon the 
Warren, till La Chaſtre who advanc'd 
before the reſt, came back and re- 
ported that he had heard the Trum- 
pets of the Enemy. 

The reaſon of it was, that the Ar- 
my was that day preparing to remove 
their Quarters , but there was ſome 
reaſon to apprehend , that they had 
had intelligence of the Duke's March. 
For this cauſe, that Prince who was 
advanc'd too far to retire, and who 
was abſolutely bent to Attacque the 
Germans, whether they were ad- 
vertisd or not, and to prevent them, 
made 
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File, and himſelf led them , without 
the leaſt notice taken by the Enemy, 
to the Poſtern Gate which was open'd 
to him, and which his Men enter'd, 
as before in File: chearfully exhorting 
the Souldiers and Officers to doe well, 
and to make themſelves Maſters of the 
rich Booty which was waiting for 
them, meaning the Baggage ot the 
Reyters. After this retiring to his 
Cavalry, which attending his return 
had made a halt at the end of the 
Marſh ; he went to diſpoſe his four 
Squadrons in the Plain round about 
the Burrough, to receive, and cut in 
pieces thoſe who ſhou'd bolt for their 
ſafety into the Fields. 

In the mean time, Captain St. Paul, 
having left in the Caſtle as many men 
as he thought ſufficient to ſecure his 
retreat, if he were driven to it, was 
deſcended into the Baſe Court, where 
he gave out his Orders for the At- 
tacque in this following manner. 
Himſelf took on the left hand, at the 
Head of five or ſix hundred Arquebu. 
fiers, to charge into the great Street, 
where the Baron of Dona lay : He 
placd 
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more of the Regiment of Pontſenac, 
Commanded by their Colonel, to enter 
the Burrough by the other Street. 
He order'd tour hundred to ſtand in 
Battalia in the Baſe Court, to ſuſtain 
and to relieve the firſt, and Comman- 
ded before him three or tour hundred 
with the Forelorn Hope to make the 
Van : leaving Orders with thoſe who 
ſtay'd behind, that as ſoon as the At- 
tacque was begun , they ſhou'd ſlip 
betwixt the Walls and the Houſes , to 
ſeize the Gates, where there were 
neither Guard nor Centry ; fo little 
had the Baron profited by that Leſſon 
which he had taken out at Y7mory, 
Where he had been furprisd by the 
like negligence. | 
Things being diſpos'd in this man- 
ner, and the great Gate of the Baſe 
Court open'd, by removing, of the 
Earth about it, the Forelorn Hope put 
themſelves into the Van, juſt at the 
break of day, in that ſpace which is 
betwixt the Caſtle and the Town , 
where they found about fifty Horſe- 
men of the Enemy , appointed for the 
Guard of the Barricades, who running 
Y together 
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receiv'd them ſo warmly, andrepuls'd 
them with ſo much vigour, that being 
affrighted to fee themſelves without 
Cavalry to ſupport them , they re- 
treated as far as the Gate. But Cap- 
tain St. Paul coming up at that point 
of time , and the reſt following him, 
puſh'd them forward upon the Enemy, 
crying out as loud as he cou'd, to thoſe 
who were remaining in the Baſe Court, 
that they ſhou'd Fire without mercy, 
on all thoſe who gave back one foot 
of Ground. But that which had 
more effet on thoſe trighted Soul- 
diers than this terrible Command , or 
than the inevitable danger of preſent 
Death, in caſe they recoyI'd, was the 
example of that Brave Captain and all 
his Officers, whodetaching themſelves 
trom their ſeveral Companies, came 
up to the Front againſt the Enemy. 
For after havingrepuls'd thoſe Horſc- 
men, who were 1oon diſmounted and 
kilFd, by the Vollies of ſhot , which 
were pourd in upon them furiouſly 
by the Souldiers who follow d their 
Officers, thoſe Gallant men gave on 
with ſo much courage againſt the Bar- 
ricades, 
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ricades , that having ford, broken = Wy 


and overturn'd them in a moment, and 
ſlain the Guards who were to maintain 
them , the whole body of Infantry 
ſpread themſelves like an impetuous 
torrent on both ſides of the Streets , 
and without ſtopping at the Pillage, 2s 
they had done before at YVimory, they 
kill'd all within diſtance of their thor, 
pelting down the poor Germans , as 
they came dropping out of their Quar- 
ters half aſleep, ſtaggering with 
Drunkenneſs,and half Naked;ſome with 
their Piſtols in their hands, and ſome 
onely with their Swords, hot able t5 
vet within reich of their Enemies , 
who having all manner of advantage 
over them , deſtroy'd them at ther 
eaſe ; and without tharing any part of 
the danger with them. 

Thole of them who were already 
got on Horſcback to depart , being 
without poſſibility of drawing up 1n- 
to a Squadron, or marching orderly 
againſt the Eriemy, in thoſe Streets 
incumber'd with ſo many Carriages all 
tarneſsd, were ſlain the more eaſily, 
betatiſe they ſtood like ſo many Marks 
fs the Maiquetiers, from whoſe ſhot 
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this encumberment, ſo fatal to them, 
ſerv'd the Catholiques inſtead of a Ram- 
part, from whence they fir'd upon 
them without danger , and almoſt 
without loſing one {ſingle ſhot. 

In the deſperate condition to which 
theſe Reyters were reduc'd, they cou'd 
find but one remedy to find covert 
from this raging Tempeſt , which 
they ſaw come pouring on their Heads, 
which was as ſpeedily as they cou'd, 
to gain the Gates, that afterwards they 
might either rally in the Fields, or ſave 
themſelves in their other Quarters. 
But running thither tumultuoully in a 
crowd, they found them to be already 
ſeizd by the Souldiers of Foannes, who 
drove them back, by firing conti- 
nually upon them with their Mus- 
quets : So that ſome of them , 
unable to doe any thing more , 
for their own ſafety, ſuffer'd them- 
{clves to be miſerably cut in pieces, 
others returning from whence they 
came, threw themſelves into the 
thickeſt of their purſuers, that they 
m:ght at leaſt have the ſad comfort, of 
dying Honourably like Souldiers with 

- their 
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their Weapons in their hands. Some 4m. 1537. 


of them were hidden in their Lodg- 
ings, from whenee the fire made them 
bolt half roaſted, and fell into the 
hands of thoſe, who thought it a deed 
of charity to diſpatch them out of 
their pain, conſidering the condition 
in which they ſaw them. Some there 
were allo, who ſliding down from 
the Walls, thought to preſerve them- 
ſelves by running croſs the* Fields and 
Marſhes , but the Cavalry foon 0- 
vertook them, and cut them all in 
pieces. 

In concluſion, of all who were 
Quarter'd in that Burrough , I find 
there was onely the Baron of Dona , 
with ten or twelve in his Company 
who eſcap'd ; whether by means of 
ſome Houſe adjoining to the Wall , 
and thence by ſome little pathes which 
he found in the Marſh , or at the be- 
ginning of the Alarm, through one of 
the Gates, which the Souldicrs of Jo- 
annes had not yet ſhut up. The reſt 
were either kilPd or taken, when, af- 
ter the heat of that bloudy . Execution 
was over, which laſted but for halt an 
hour, there was no more reſiſtance 
T3 made 


294 The Hiſtory of the League. 


4m. 1587. "made. In this manner was the defeat 


of the Reyters at Auneau , Where, 
without the loſs of cone ſingle man to 
the Conquerours, there were 'abour 
three thouſand Germans killYd ups 
on the place, and five hundred Pri- 
ſoners made , without reckoning 
into the number one of their Com- 
panies ';, which running from the 
Neighbouring Quarters to the ſfuccour 
of their Fellows , ſurrender d them- 
ſelves cowardly without detence , as 
ſoon as they were charg'd in the open 
Field. Beſides the Cornet of the Ge- 
neral, there were taken nine or ten 0- 
ther Colours, which the Duke of 
Gaiſe ſent away immediately to the 
King. All the Baggage and Carriages 
loaded, and ready harnefs'd for their 
March, their Arms, their Plate , the 
Gold Chains of their Officers, and the 
reſt of the Booty remain'd to the 
Victours ; and the Infantry now ex- 
alted into Cavalry , mounted on the 
Horſes which they found BridI'd and 
SaddlI'd to their hands, with Piſtols 
in their Holſters return'd as it were in 
triumph to F/tampes, whither alſo the 
Duke of Guiſe came immediacely upon 
hs 
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his Victory, which was attended with 4m._1587- 
all thoſe happy conſequences he had 
foreſeen. 

For there fell ſo great a conſterna- 
tion into that ſhatter'd Army, which 
after the defeat had rallied within a 
League of Aineau, that the poor Baron 
of Dona, whatſoever reaſons healledg'd 
to fortity his opinion , cou'd never 1n- 
duce the Heads of it to go immediate- 
ly and inveſt the Catholiques, why 
dreaming. on nothing but the Pillage, 
might eaſily be ſurprisd , incompatls'd, 
and conſequently defeated, and all ta- 
ken or kilFd, in that hurry of diſor- 
der. But far from harkning to any 
ſuch advice , the Swiſſers throughly 
trighten'd by this ſecond misfortune, 
much greater than the firſt, extremely 
weaken'd, and their numbers waſted 
by the Fatigues of a three Months 
March, ſeparated themſelves from the 
body of the Army, and after having 
accepted of the conditions which the 
King had granted them, put them- 
ſelves on the way of returning into 
ther own Countrey. 

Thoſe few Reyters which were yet 
remaining in that Army, and the Lan- 
V 4 ſquenets 
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tion , follow'd their example within 
four or five days afterwards. They 
found themſelves on the one fide , 
purſu'd by the Vanguard of the King's 
Army, under the conduct of the Duke 
of Eſpernon, and on the other by the 
Duke of Guiſe ; whom the Marquis 
du Pont had reinforc'd with three or 
four thouſand 7ralian Horſe , which 
the Duke of Lorrain had given order 
to-levy at the beginning of the War. 
Thiey had been intorm'd that the Szeur 
de Mandelot, Governour of Lyons, was 
come out- with five or ſix thouſand 
men to cut off their paſſage; and they 
were reduc'd after the deteat of Aune- 
au, by frequent deſertions, by ſickneſs, 
and by the toils of their long Mar- 
ches, toa very inconſiderable number, 
without Victuals, Ammunition and 
Baggage, and almoſt without Arms, 
and hopeleſs of eſcaping from the midit 
of ſo many enemies by whom they were 
on every fide incompatls'd.' Thus the 
laſt neceſſity forc'd them in concluſi- 
on to accept of the Treaty which by 
permiſſion, from the King was {till 
efter'd them by the Duke of Fſ/pernor, 
16 
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to hinder the Duke of Guiſe whom he 4m- 1587- 


lov'd not , from the Glory of having 
intifely defeated ſo great 2 multitude 
of Foreigners. 

The Conditions were, that the Zan- 
ſquenets ſhou'd deliver up their Co- 
lours ; that the Reyters ſhou'd carry 
away theirs, but furl'd up and put-in 
their Portmantues. That the French 
' Proteſtants ſhou'd: be repofleſ®d of 
their Eſtates, but that they ſhou'd de- 
part the Realm, in caſe they return'd 
not into the Church ; That both the 
one and the other ſhou'd promiſe ne- 
ver to bear Arms againſt the Service 
of the King , and that his Majeſty 
wou'd give them both an ample fate 
Conduct and a Convoy, to paſs in 
fatety through his Dominions, and to 
his Frontiers, from thence every man 
to diſpoſe of himſelf according to his 
own liking, 

The French in that Army us'd their 
utmoſt endeavours to hinder the Ger- 
mans from accepting ſuch ſhamefull 
conditions , promiſing to lead them 
without hazard to the King ' of Na- 
varre's Army. But perceiving that 
the Strangers, far from liſtning to their 
Propoſitions, 
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Am. 1587. had deſign'd to detain them as Hoſta- 


ges, to ſecure their pay , which had 
been ſo often promisd without effect, 
they ſhifted every man for himſelf as 
ſecretly as he cou'd, and took diffe- 
rent ways to avoid purſuit. The 
Prince of Conty with fourteen or fifteen 
Gentlemen, ſtruck out of the com- 
mon Roads into by paſlages, and re- 
tird without being diſcover'd to an 
Eſtate of his in the Countrey of Mayne. 
The Duke of Boui/on took upon the 
right hand, and after having croſsd 
through Lionois and /a Breſſe with in- 
credible pains, avoiding continually 
the High-ways , came at laſt to Gene- 
va, where not long after he Died, be- 
ing worn out with the Toils he had 
undergone : in the ſame. manner his 
Brother the Count de la Mark was al- 
ready Dead, during their March at 
Auncy-le-Franc in Senonoiss The reſt 
of the Captains retird alſo , flenderly 
attended and with great hazard and : 
trouble, into other parts. 

There was onely the brave Chaſtil- 
lon, who with about an hundred and 
twenty Horſemen, reſolv'd to run his 


Fortune, and abandoning themſelves 
to 
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to his Condu@, pierc'd with great re- 4m. 1587. 


ſolution favourd by Fortune quite 
through the Troups of Mandelot , and 
all the Countrey of Lions, Foreſt, and 
Yelay, from whence they came pou- 
ring upon him on all ſides, attheſfound 
of the Larum Bell, which they rung 
in all the Towns, Burroughs' and' Vil- 
lages, and arriv'd at laſt without much 
lols into YVivarez, where he had ſtrong 
Places, and from thence into Langue- 
doc. As for the Lanſquenets and Rey- 
ters, after their Treaty concluded and 
ſign'd, they were ſplendidly treated 
at Marfigny by the Duke of Eſpernon, 
who gave them a Convoy of ſome 
Troups of men at Arms, and Com- 
panies of Foot, to ſecure them as far 
as beyond the Saone, which they were 
order'd to paſs at Maſcon. Yet all this 
prevented not the loſs of a great part 
of theſe miſerable Germans, who fal- 
ling Sick , or ſtaying behind the reſt 
out of weakneſs, or being at too great 
a diſtance from their Convoy , and 
ſcatteringly Quarter'd, had their throats 
Cut, and were knock'd on the Head 
without reſiſtance and without mercy, 
by the Peaſants in revenge of ſo many 
horrible 
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Am. 1587. horrible inſolences which thoſe Stran- 


gers had committed in France. 
In this pitifull condition it was 
that the Baron of Doxa, and Colonel 
Boucq, who were the onely fyrvivours 
amongſt the head Officers of this ru- 
in'd Army, being arriv'd on the tron- 
tiers of Savoy, implor'd the mercy of 
that Duke ; who that he might lay an 
obligation on the German Princes, gave 
them paſſage through his Eſtates, trom 
whence retiring through Swiſſer/and 
they gotznto Germany. The ſurpriſe was 
incredible to behold ſo great a deſolati- 
on, and ſo miſerable a remnant of the 
greateſt and moſt flouriſhing Army , 
whichat apy time had been ſent out of 
that Countrey to the ſuccour of the 
Huguenots into France, For, in fine, of 
twenty thouſand Swiſſers, nine or tcn 
thouſand Lanſquenets, and eight thou- 
ſand Reyters , which were levid tor 
their atſiſtance, there return'd onely 
four thouſand , betwixt Maſters and 
Servants, of whom the greateſt part 
contemn'd and whooted at by their 
, own Countreymen, ſurviv'd not their 
misfortunes any long time after ; but 
died as much of ſhame and ſorrow, " 
0 
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of the diſeaſes which they had con- 4m;1537- 
tracted by ſo many hardſhips which * ** 


_ had undergone, in ſo long and ſo 
unfortunate an expedition. 

The Duke of Guiſe , and the Mar- 
quis du Pont, who after the departure 
of theſe wretches out of France , had 
follow'd them almoſt as far as Geneva, 
underſtanding by Letters from the 
Duke of Savoy, that he had takenthem 
into his Prote&tion , abandon'd them 
to their ill fortune , which perſecuted 
them worſe than even their Enemies 
cou'd have wiſh'd. After which, in 
order to refreſh their Troups , which 
excepting onely the 7talians laſt arriv'd, 
had extremely ſuffer d during four 
Months,in which they follow'd and con: 
tinually harrasd the Proteſtant Army, 
they put them into Quarters , in the 
ſmall territory of the Count of Monr- 
belliard , one of the principal Au- 
thours of this Expedition, who had in- 
ſtigated the Reyters to take Arms. 
There it was that the Souldiers, to 
whom too much licence was permit- 
ted, reveng'd themſelves without mer- 
Cy ( by all manner of Exceſs, Rapine 
and Cruelty, Plundring , Burning, 
Maſlacring 
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Am. 1585. Maſhcring and Spoiling, ) of all thoſe 


miſchiefs which the Germans , whoſe 
example they ought not to have 
follow'd had caus'd the Lorrazners to 
ſuffer. _ * 

This great ViCtory obtain'd againſt 
ſo powertull an Army , without coſt- 
ing almoſt any thing , was certainly 
moſt Glorious, but withall moſt fatal 
and unfortunate to France ; through 
the extreme malice, and inſupportable 
inſolence of the Leaguers, who took 
advantage from thence, to raiſe their 
Idol to the Skyes ; at the ſame time, 
infinitely debaſing him who was God's 
Lieutenant, and his living Image in 
France , by the indelible charaCter of 
Royalty. The whole City of Par 
echo'd from fide to ſide, with loud 
acclamations of the Duke of Guiſe : 
In private Families, in publique places, 
in the Palace, and in the Schools of 
the Univerſity, in the Churches, and 
Pulpits of the Preachers, they dit- 
cours'd of nothing but the defeat of the 
Reyters, and that too as of a Miracle, 
which they wholly and ſolely attribu- 
ted to him ; comparing him to Moſes, 
and Gideon, and David the deſtroyer 
of 
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of the Philiſtins, and in ſhort, to eve- 4m._1587. 


ry Heroe of the Scriptures. And in 
the mean time, far from commending 
as they ought in duty, what the Kin 
had perform'd with ſo much Condudt 
and Valour , in hindring the Germans 
from paſling the Loire, they went on 
withdreadfull malice , to charge him 
with horriblecalumnies, and that with 
ſo much the more inſolence, as he had 
teſtified remiſneſs and puſillanimity, 
when it was his duty to have inflicted 
ſevere puniſhments on thoſe abomi- 
nable Villains, who three or four 
months before, had the impudence to 
publiſh and to juſtifie them with a high 
hand in Pars. 

For Prevoſt the Curate of St. Seve- 
rin , one of the moſt Seditious and 
moſt impudent fellows of the Age , 
having dar'd to fay in one of his Ser- 
mons, that the King (whom heaccusd 
atter the example of the Sixteen, to 
have call'd in the Reyters on purpoſe 
to deftroy the Catholiques,) was a Ty- 
rant, and an enemy ot God , and of 
his Church ; Buſſy, JeClerc, and Cruce 
plac'd themſelves in Arms , about the 
paſſages of the Pariſh , to ſecure the 
Curate 
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Am. 1587. Curate from being apprehended, and 


put in Cuſtody. At the fame time, 
the Curate 'of St. Bennet , Fohn Bou- 
cher, the moſt violent of all the Lea- 
guers , having causd the Alarm-Bell 
to be rung in his Church, all the rab- 
ble who came running in,- from about 
the Univerſity , with Arms 1n their 
hands to their aſſiſtance, fell upon the 
Commiſlaries , the Serjeants and the 
Archers, whom the Lieutenant C7v:/, 
and the Lieutenant of the Grand Pro- 
voſt had brought to ſeize them, and 
drove them back, well loaded with ill 
Language and with knocks , beyond 
the Bridges. And then as if they had 
atchiev'd ſome glorious Victory , in 
pitch'd Battel againſt the King himſelf, 
(who inſtead of Marching his Regi- 
ment of Guards, to have laid hold on 
the Matineers at the beginning of the 
Tumult, was weak enough to reſtrain 
and conceal his juſt indignation , ſo 
far as even to flatter and cajoll them,) 
the Sixteen in fign of Triumph after 
ſo famous an exploit , ordaind that 
this day which was the third of Sep- 
tember, ſhou'd henceforth be call'd the 
happy day of St. Severir. 8 
OV7 
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Now as they were become more inſo- 41 587- 


lent through the impunity of ſo great a 
crime, and by the defeat of the Reyters, 
their Preachers animated with the Spirit 
of Rebellion, made it their buſineſs to 
inſpire it more furiouſly than ever into 
the people, ſhamelefly affirming in 
their publique Sermons, that the King, 
who had invited the Reyters into 
France, being now grown deſperate 
to ſee his deſign ruin'd, by the Vidto- 
ries which the Duke of Gaiſe had ob- 
tain'd over them, had hinder'd the 
great Defender of their Religion from 
cutting in pieces the remainder of thoſe 
Heretiques, that the Duke of Eſpernon, 
their known Patron and ProteQtour, 
had ſnatch'd them out of his hands by 
order from his Maſter, and by a Treaty 
which he had made with them, to at- 
ford them the means of putting them- 
ſelves in a condition of returning once 
| more into France. And the buſineſs 
went ſo far, that the Spirit of Revolt, 
(which thoſe Guides of Conſciences, 
thoſe Confeſſours and Preachers ought 
to combat with all their force , as be- 
ing diretly oppoſite to the Goſpel , 
which teaches nothing but GI 
XX an 
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Am. 1537- and Submiſſion to lawfull Powers, ) 


was not onely inſpir'd into the people 
in private diſcourſes , in confeſſions 
and in Sermons, but alſo in ſome man- 
ner authoris'd by the Sorbonne. 

I believe not that I can be taxed 
with any want of reſpect to that vene- 
rable Body, becauſe when occaſion has 
been given me , which has happen'd 
more than once, indiversof my Works, 
I have not been wanting in thoſe due 
commendations , which the truth it 
ſelf, to which I am entirely devoted, 
has drawn from my Pen : But by the 
ſame obligation which indiſpenſibly 
binds me to the truth, T muſt ſay that 
in ſo numerous a Company, of young 
and old Dotours mix'd together, 'tis 
impoſſible but that there ſhou'd be 


| form'd in troubleſome conjundures, 


by the unhappineſs of times, ſome 
Factions deriv'd from certain mutinous 
and extravagant perſons who deviate 
from the principles and practices of 
the more prudent. And as we have 
beheld in our own days a party, which, 
in relation to a Book that was con- 
demn'd, was overcome by the greater 


number of Orthodox Do&ours , who 
are 
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which had poiſon'd the minds of moſt 
in Paris, there was one which carri'd 
it by their Caball over the more ſound 
and better Divines ; who ſigh'd at the 
deplorable blindneſs of their Brother- 
hood, as ſhall be ſeen in the ſequel of 
this Hiſtory. 

On the Subje&tof thoſe Calumnies, 
which the Preachers of the Leagze 
and the Sixteen daily publiſh'd , as ſo 
many indiſputable truths, that fa&tion 
of corrupt Do&tours being then aſſem- 
bled on the ſixteenth of December , 
made a decree, in which it was de- 
clar'd lawfull tor Subjects to take away 
the Government from a Prince, who 
ated not for the good of Religion and 
of the State ; in the fame manner as 
the adminiſtration of goods ſhou'd be 
taken from the Guardian of a Ward, 
who might reaſonably be ſuſpeQed to 
abuſe his truſt, This was doubtleſs 
no other than todecide, on a moſt im- 
. portant Subject, a_caſe of Conſcience 
trom the falſe and pernicious princi- 
ples of Morals, the moſt corrupt that 
ever were. Accordingly the King , 
who after having expell d the Stran- 
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Ann. 1587. gers out of France, made his en- 


try into Paris in Arms, was exrteme- 
ly ſurprisd, at the furious inſolence, 
and unbounded licence which was ta- 
ken to decry his conduCt in their Ser- 
mons, and to ſtir up the people to Se- 
dition. But inſtcad of reſenting it 
like a Severaign Prince, by punithing 
that attempt, and making a terrible 
example of its Authours , (who well 
deſerv'd it for that deteſtable Doctrine, 
which tends to the ſubverſion of all 
Monarchy,) he fatisfi'd himſelf with 
acting like a Cenſor, or to ſpeak more 
properly like a Ghoſtly Father, and a 
Guide of Conſciences. 

For all the puniſhment which he 
inflicted, for ſuch an ungodly and de- 
teſtable an action , was to make to 
thoſe fatious people, and principally 
to Doftour Boucher, the moſt ſeditious 
man amongſt them, in preſence of the 
Deputies of Parliament , whom he 
ſent for to the Lowvre, a very pious 
and charitable remonſtrance, in which 
he taught them to comprehend the 
great enormity of their crime , which 
merited eternal Damnation , for 'ha- 
ving vilified their King , with a _ 
an 
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ſand horrible impoſtures in the chair 4. 1587: 


of truth, which they hadchang'd into 
a -peſtilential Pulpit full of lies and 
calumnies ; after which , when they 
were come down, they made no man- 
ner of ſcruple to goe immediately to 
the Altar, and to offer there to God 
the Sacrifice of the Holy Euchariſt, 
before they had reconcil'd themſelves 
to him, whom they had ſo unworthi- 
ly attronted. He added, that though 
he might juſtly treat them, as Pope 
Sixtus had lately ſome Religious of 
his Order , whom he had ſent to the 
Gallies, for preſuming to ſpeak irre- 
verently of him ua their Sermons, yet 
notwithſtanding, he wou'd not at this 
time proceed in that manner againſt 
them ; but in caſe they ſhou'd once 
more commit a crime of the like na- 
ture, he was reſolv'd that his Parlia- 
ment ſhou'd doe juſtice ſo exemplary 
and ſevere upon them, that it might 
ſtrike a terrour into all wicked 
”= ſeditious perſons who reſembled 
them. 


This was all the Vengeance, which 


this too good and gracious King took 
upon thoſe people , who abuſing his 
X 3 Clemency 
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=__ 7- Clemency whi y pis 


rew day by day more inſolent againſt 
Fen Which makes it demonitrable 
how extremely much it concerns a 
Prince, ſo to temper the vertues 
which he ought to have, that one of 
them may not deſlroy the other by 
its exceſs, and conſequently be dan- 
gerous to himſelf. That his Juſtice 
and his Mercy may agree without the 
interfering of one in the others Pro- 


. vince ; that by endeavouring to be too 


rigorouſly juſt he become not odious, 
and by being too yielding he grow not 
contemptible to his Subjects. In the 
mean While it was impoſlible that 
theſe exceſſive praiſes which were 
given to the Servant, when at the 
ſame time they reviFd the Maſter with 
ſo much malice and indignity, ſhou'd 
not create great jealoulies and dif- 
quiets in him; and that a juſt reſent- 
ment ſhou'd not cauſe him to take up 
a reſolution of revenging ſo many at- 
fronts as were given to the Royal Ma- 
zeſty, and of putting the Leagzersand 
principally the Sixteeen and their Head, 
out of a- condition of diſputing any 
longer with their Severeign for the 

G Maſtery. 
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Maſtery. On the other fide, the 4m-1587- 


Duke of Guiſe was puft'd up morethan 
ever with ſuch a ſeries of Succeſs, and 
with thoſe illuſtrious teſtimonies which 
Pope S:xtus, and Alexander Prince of 
Parma , had ſo ſolemnly render'd to 
his merit ; the one by ſending him 
the conſecrated Sword, and the other 
his Arms, as to him, who amongſt all 
Princes beſt deſerv'd the glorious Title 
of a great Captain. And as he was 
too clear ſighted not to diſcern the 
viſible ſigns , which the Kingin ſpight 
of his diſſimulation con'd not hinder 
often from breaking out, and diſcove- 
ring the diſdain and hatred which he 
had conceiv'd againſt him ; Hereſolv'd 
to fortify his party in ſuch manner, 
that he ſthou'd not onely have nothing 
to apprehend , but alfo.that he might 
hope for all things from his good tor- 
tune. And he did it with ſo much the 
more ardour and reſolution, as he 
was then more than ever exaſperated, 
and almoſt driven to deſpair, by a re- 
tuſal which he had from the King , 
which was given him in a moſt difo- 
bliging manner, by preferring his Ri- 
val in Ambition before him ; which 
X 4 he 
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Amn. 1587. he eſteem'd the moſt ſenſible affront 


that he cou'd receive : and which at- 
terwards put things out of a poſlibility 
ofaccommodation. Thus it happen'd. 
The Duke of Guife, after the ſignal 
Service which he had perform'd to 
the Kingdom, was of opinion, that if 
he demanded ſome part of the Em- 
ployments which had been poſleſs'd 
by the late Duke of Foyeuſe, Admiral 
of France and Governour of Normandy, 
they cou'd not poſlibly be refus'd him. 
And in order to obtain his requeſt more 
eaſily, he was content onely to ask the 
Admiralty, and that not for himſelf, 
nor any of the Princes of his Family, 
But for the Count of Briſſac ; whom 
the Nobility of his Birth, and his great 
deſert, together with the ſervices 
which Fraxce had receiv'd from the 
brave 7imoleon de Cofſe his Brother, 
Colonel of the French Infantry, and 
trom his Father the great Marſhal of 
Briſſac, Viceroy of Piedmont, might 
raiſe without envy, and with uni- 
verſal applauſe to that high command. 
After the Duke had been held in hand, 
and fed with fair promiſes and falle 
hopes, he not onely faild of cn 
10 
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the place which he requeſted, but as 4m. 1589. 
if it had purpoſely been done to ſpight WW 


him, it was conferr'd, together with 
the Government of Normandy, on the 
Duke of Eſpernon his declard Ene- 
my, whoſe Charadter I ſhall next give 


ou. 

Fohn Lowis de Nogaret, the youngeſt 
Brother of his Houſe, who was call'd 
when he came firſt to Court, the 
young La Palette, underſtood fo well 
to gain the favour of the King, par- 
ticularly after Quelus one of thoſe un- 
happy Minions who kill'd each other 
in Duel, had recommended him to 
his Majeſty at his death, that imme- 
diately he grew up into the firſt rank 
of Favourites, with the Duke of Foy- 
euſe, over whom at length he carried 
it, having had the cunning to inſinu- 
ate into him the defire of Comman- 
ding an Army, and by that artifice 
to remove him from his Maſter's 
ſight. There was no fort of Ho- 
nour, Wealth or Dignities which the 
King did not heap on this new Mi- 
nion: in favour of whom he ere&ted 
Eſpernon into a Dutchy, to make him 
Duke and Peer as well as Anne de 


Jojeuſe, 
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Ann. 1587- Foyeuſe, becauſe he had taken upon 


him to make them equal in all cir- 


. cumſtances; having ſo great a tender- 


neſs for both of them, (I might ſay 
weakneſs unworthy of a King,) that 
he anſwer'd thoſe who reprelented to 
him his great profuſions, and that he 
impoyeriſh'd himſelf to inrich them, 
that when he had married and ſettled 
his two Children, for ſo he call'd them 
in his ordinary diſcourſe, he was then 
reſolv'd to turn good husband. Yet 
there was this diflerence betwixt them, 
that Joyeuſe by his courteſie, his ci- 
vility, his magnificence, and by the 
winning way of his behaviour, had 
attracted mens aftetions; but on the 
contrary, Eſpernon by reaſon of his 


* rough , imperious and haughty na- 


ture, was hated not onely by the Peo- 
ple, and the Leaguers, who made a 
thouſand inveAtive Satyrs on him , 
but alſo by the great men of the 
Court, whom he treated with con- 
tempt and inſolence, as if the favour 
of his Maſter which he abusd, had 


. given him the privilege toaffront even 


thoſe whoſe vertue and deſert was ac- 
knowledg'd and reſpected by the King. 
For 
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For in this manner it was, that a- 4m 587. 


mongſt others he us'd Francs d" Eſpi- 
ac Archbiſhop of Lyons, and Monſteur 
de Villeroy one of the moſt prudent 
and faithfull Miniſters which our 
Kings have ever had ; a way of pro- 
cedure not diſadvantageousto the Duke 
of Guiſe, who laid hold on that occaſi- 
on to gain the Archbiſhop entirely to 
his intereſts. 

Above all the reſt there was an in- 
vincible Antipathy betwixt the Duke of 
Guiſe and this proud Favourite ; who 
whether it were to pleaſe his Maſter, 
or to put an obligation upon the King 
of Navarre, with whom he then held 
a private correſpondence, or were it 
out of the contrariety of their humours, 
proteſs'd himſelf on all occaſions his o- 
pen enemy, omitting no opportunity 
of rendring him ſuſpe&ted and odious 
to the King,and of working him up ſtill 
more and more to a greater height of 
hatred and indignationagainſt him. And 
in requital of thoſe ill offices, the Duke 
of Guiſe was not wanting on his ſide 
to animate the People of Pars againſt 
Eſpernon; who one day, ran the ha- 
zard, (mn paſfing over the Pont Noſtre 
Dame, ) 
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Ann. 1587. Dame, of being murther'd by the Ci- 
_Y tizens, who running out of their Shops 


in multitudes, went about to incom- 
paſs him, if he had not eſcapd by 
ſpeedy flight. "Tis true, that the 
Nuncio Morofini toreſeeing the fatal 
conſequences of this their enmity, did 
all he was able by his prudent admo- 
nitions to extinguiſh it; but though 
he ſmother'd it for a little time, he 
cou'd not hinder it from blazing out 
immediately afterwards. Inſomuch 
that it grew to a greater height than 
ever, whenthe King who either wou'd 
not, or durſt not refuſe any thing to 
this Favourite, united in his onely 
perſon, what before had been ſhar'd 
betwixt him and Foyeuſe; and con- 
ferrd on him both the Government of 
Normandy, and the Admiralty, which 
the Duke of Guzſe had requeſted for 
Briſſac. 

The Ceremony was perform'd with 
great magnificence ; and the Attorney 
General inatong Harangue which he 
made at the Admiſſion ot the Duke of 
Eſpernon, ſaid pubJquely , that the 
King who had made ſo worthy a choice | 
was a great Saint, and deſerv'd to be 
Canonizd 
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Canoniz'd at leaſt as well as Saint Ann. 1587. 
1 > 


Lewis ; that the New made Admiral, 
wou'd expiate for all the crimes of the 
late Admiral de Coligny,and make theCa- 
tholique Religion once more to flouriſh 
, inthe Kingdom. An inſipidPanegyrique, 
which is indeed no better than a baſe 
and fulſome flattery , if the Author 
does not intend to fpeak by contraries 
ſhou'd no more be ſutfter'd by great men, 
who are lovers of true glory, than an 
affront or a Libel; neither ought they 
to allow any commendations to be 
given them, but ſuch as are ſolid and 
eſtabliſh'd on ſuch known truths, that 
their very enemies ſhall not be able to 
deny them. 

That Speech which the King's At- 
torney made on this occaſion, did his 
Maſter and the Admiral more miſchief 
than all the furious Libelsof the League. 
It drew upon them the contempt and 
railery of the people 3; which ſome- 
times make a man more uneaſie than a 
Satyr, which is but the impotent 
anger of a Scribler. And it occaſion'd 
that famous Epigramm, which con- 
cludes that ZZenry cannot be deni'd to 
be a great Saint, and a worker of Mi- 
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Am. 1589. racles, ſince of a little Valley he has 
| in a moment made a mighty Moun- 
tain. The Verſes run thus, 
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Quis neget Henricum mziracula pro- 
dere mundo, 
Qui fecit montem, qui modo vallis erat? 


A Saint at leaſt, our Henry we account ; 
Who of a Vale ſo ſoon has made a Mount. 


An Alluſion was made to his Sir- 
name of La Yalette, by a kind of 
clenching Witticiſm, much in faſhion 
in thoſe times, but which is now ex- 
ploded. And an offer was likewiſe 
made at vilifying his birth, not unlike 
what Busbequius, the Emperour Ro- 
dolphus his Ambaſladour to that King, 
has written in one of his Letters, per- 
haps. with ſome little malignity, and 
following the fooliſh reports of the 
rabble, who commonly love to ſpeak 
diſgracefully of Favourites ; what we 
may receive for undoubted truth, is 
this, that this prodigious raiſing of 
the Duke of Eſpernon, a declar'd Ene- 
my to the Duke of Guiſe, was the rea- 
ſon that he, being furiouſly incensd 
at 
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at the refuſal which he had, and at the 4m 1587- 


greatning of a man who ſought his 
ruine, believ'd himſelf now authoriz'd 
to give the reins to his reſentment, 
and puſh his fortune as far as it wou'd 
go. And from thence enſued allthoſe 
diſmal and tragical events, the very 
remembrance of which ſtrikes an hor- 
rour into my Soul ; and which never- 
thel&ſs in performance of my duty, I 
ſhall faithfully repreſent in the follow- 
ing Book. 


” 


— —_— 
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| I intended to follow the Example 4n.1$92. 


of Livy, the Prince of Latine Hi- 
ſtorians, who never ſuffers a Pro- 
digy to eſcape him, and deſcribes it 
perhips with as much ſuperſtition as 
exatneſs; I ſhou'd here make long 
narrations how the Sun was obſcur'd 
on the ſudden, without the interpo- 
ſition of any Cloud appearing in the 
Iy, with a flaming Sword ſhooting 
out from the Centre of the Body ; pal- 
þ 4 pable 
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Am. 1588. pable darkneſs like that of the Egypt i- 


ans at noon-day ; extraordinary Tem- 


peſts, Earthquakes, fiery Phantaſms in 


the Air, and an hundred other Prodt- 


gies, Which are faid to have been pro- 
duc'd and ſeen in this unhappy year 
of one thouſand five hundred eighty 
eight, and which were fanſi'd to be ſo 
many ominous preſages of thoſe hor- 
rible diſorders that entued in it. 

But becauſe I am not of the opinion 
that much credit ought to be given to 
thoſe forts of Signs, which are com- 
monly the eflec&ts of natural cauſes , 
tough very often unknown to us; nor 
to the predictions of Aſtrologers, ſome 
of which verily believ'd rhey had 
tound in the Stars, that this year ſhou'd 
be the concluſion of the World : I wall 
onely ſay that the moſt ſure preſage 
of ſo many misfortuncs then impen- 
ding, was the minds of men too much 
exatperated on both ſides, to live 1n 
peace with cach other ; and not rather 
ro be ſearching out for means of ma- 
king ſure ofthotc whom they ſuſpeRed, 
and diſpoling of them according to 
their jcaloutics, 

In order to this the Duke of G//e, 
allcr 
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after he had made an end of ruining 4m. 1588. 


the County of Montbe/iard, took his 
way to Naxcy, whither he had invited 
all the Princes of his houſe, to aſſem- 
ble in the Month of Fanzary, there to 
take their reſolutions, 1n reference to 
the preſent condition of affairs; and of 
that happy ſucceſs which they had in 
the War againſt the Reyters. Some 
of them there were, as it is reported, 
ſo ſwoln with that Victory, and ſo 
blinded with their proſperity, that 
they propos'd in this Conference, the 
moſt dangerous and moſt violent ex- 
pedients ; to which the-Duke of Lor- 
rain a moderateand wary Prince wou'd 
by no means liſten. Howſoever it 
were, ( for I find nothing to confirm 
theſe relations, not even in the Me- 
moires of their greateſt Enemies, who 
have written moſt exaaAly of that Al- 
ſembly,) 'tis moſt undoubted, that if 
they proceeded nat fo far as to thoſe 
terrible extremities, yet what was 
then concluded, paſsd in the World 
for a moſt unjuſt and unlawfull un- 
dertaking, and was condemn'd by all 
thoſe who were not blindly devoted 
tothe League. 


K & It 
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It-was, thata Requeſt ſhou'd be pre- 


—'YY ſented to the King, containing Arti- 


cles, which under the ordinary pre- 
tence of their deſire to preſerve in 
France the Catholique Religion, ten- 
ded manifeſtly to deſpoil him of his 
Authority and Power, and to inveſt 
the Heads of the League in both. For 
thoſe ſcandalous Articles bore this ſub- 
ſtance in them, that for the ſervice of 
God, and the maintenance and ſecu- 
rity of Religion, the King ſhou'd not 
onely be moſt humbly Petition'd, but 
alſo ſummon'd to eſtabliſh the Ho- 
Iy Inquiſition in his Realm ; to cauſe 
the Council of Trent to be there Pub- 
liſh'a, ſuſpending nevertheleſs that Ar- 
ticle which revokes the exemption 
pretended by ſome Chapters and Ab- 
beys againſt the Biſhops : to continue 
the War againſt the //xguenots, and 
to cauſe the goods both of them and 
of their Aſſociates to be fold, with 
which to defray the charges of that 
War; and to pay the Debts in which 
the Heads of the League had been con- 
{traind to involve themſelves for the 
proſecution of it : To rctuſe quarter to 
all Prifoners who ſhou'd be m_ in 
tilat 
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that War, unleſs upon condition of 4m 538. 


paying the full value of their goods , 
and giving caution, of livingatterwards 
like good Catholiques. 

Behold here a moſt ſpecious appea- 
rance of Zeal for Religion ; but in the 
next place obſerve the Venom which 
lies hidden under all theſe fair preten- 
ces. That the King ſhall unite him- 
ſelf more cordially and more openly 
than before to this Holy League : 
thereby to keep exactly all its Laws, 
to which men are oblig'd by this the 
moſt folema and moſt inviolable of 
all Oaths. That beſides the Forces 
which he ſhall be obligd to fet on 
foot to wage that War againſt the Z/u- 
gaenots he thall maintain an Army on 
the Frontiers of Lorrain to oppoſe the 
German Proteſtants, if they ſhow'd de- 
termine once again to enter France. 
That beſides thoſe places which the 
Leaguers already held. for their e- 
curity, there ſhou'd be deliver'd to 
them other Towns of more impor- 
tance which ſhou'd be ſpecifid to him, 
where they might eſtabliſh for Gover- 
nours thoſe of their Heads which they 
ſhall name, with power of introdu- 
® 1 cing 
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cing ſuch Gariſons and making ſuc: 
Fortifications, as they ſhall think kt, 
at the charges of the Provinces in 
which they are ſituate. And in con- 
cluſion, to ſecure them that they ſhall 
be no more hindred, as till this pre. 
ſent they have always been, in the 
executing of thoſe things which have 
been promisd them for the ſafety of 
Religion, his Majeſty ſhall diſplace 
from his Council, and from the Court, 
and ſhall deprive of their Govern- 
ments and Offices, thoſe who ſhall be 
nam'd to him, as Patrons of Here- 
tiques, and Enemics to Religion and 
the State. 

Theſe were thoſe extravagant de- 
mands which began to open the eyes 
of many good Catholiques, who had 
ſuffer d themſelves to be innocently 
ſeduc'd by the appearances of true 
zeal, which being little illuminated, 
was not according to knowledge, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks. For they now 
more clearly ſaw into ſome of thoſe 
Articles; that the Leagae to engage 
the Pope andthe King of Spain in their 
Intereſts, wou'd be content to aban- 
don thoſe Privileges and Liberties , 
which 
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which our Anceſtours have always 4. 1588. 


maintain'd with ſo much vigour and 
reſolution : and to ſubject to the yoke 
of a Spaniſh Inquiſition, the French, 
who have never been able to undergo 
it. And in others of them, that they 
deſlign'd to bereave the King of all the 
ſolid and eſſential parts of Royalty, to 
leave him onely the ſhadow and ap- 
pearance of ir, and afterwards to 
diſpoſe even of his Perſon, as the 
_ of their party ſhoud think 
kf. 

And accordingly when the Requeſt 
was preſented to the King on the part 
of the Aſſociated Princes, and the Car- 
dinal of Bourbon, whoſe ſimplicity and 
whoſe name they abus'd, and made it 
2 cloke to their Ambition, . he con- 
ceivd an extreme indignation againſt 
it, which immediately appear'd 1n his 
eyes andcountenance. Yet he thought 
it neceſſary at that time to diſſemble, 
not finding himſelf then in a condi- 
tion of returning ſuch an anſwer to 
It, as was becoming a King juſtly pro» 
vok'd againſt his Subje&ts, who ſtood 
on terms with him like Lords and Ma- 
ſters. For which reaſon, and with- 
Y 4 all 
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4m. 1588, all to gain farther time, he contented 
WY himſelf, to fay, that he wou'd exa- 
mine thoſe Articles in his Council, 
in order to his Anſwer : which ſhou'd 
| be in ſuch ſort, that all good Catho- 
| tiques thou'd have reaſon to be fatis- 
| f'd. 
But in the mean time, the Duke of 
Guiſe, who took not: fair words tor 
payment, wellungerſtanding the King's 
| deſign, and reſolving not to give the 
Duke of Efpernon the leiſure to con- 
jure down that Tempeſt which was 
rais'd againſt him, and to intuſe into 
| his Maſter thoſe vigorous reſolutions 
| which were neceſſary for him to take, 
preſs'd the King continually to give a 
| preciſe Anſwer to every particular in 
| thoſe Articles : For: he doubted not 
| that in cafe it prov'd tavourable, he 
| ſhou'd ingroſsall power in himſelf, and 
| it it were otherwiſe, that it wou'd be 
thought the King refolv'd to maintain 
the Z/ugzenots, and that by conſequence 
the Catheliques wou'd enter into a War 
againſt him. 
'. On which conſiderations, being 
then 'retird into his Government of 
Champaigne, to Which place he went 
$3 aitcr 
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plid the King inceſſantly with Meſhges 
ſent by Gentlemen one after another, 
to urge him to a ſpeedy and punctual 
Anſwer : And this he did with the 
more eagerneſs and importunity, be- 
cauſe on the one ſide he found him- 
ſelf more powerfull than ever, ha- 
ving a great part of the Gentry, and 
almoſt all the People, and eſpecially 
the Parifrans for him. And on the 
other fide he obſerv'd the party of the 
Huguenots to be very low and infinite- 
ly weaken'd, by the defeat of their 


great German Succours, and by their 


late loſs of the Prince of Coxde, a per- 
ſon of all others the moſt ſtriftly tied 
to their Religion, and on whom they 
more relied than any man, not excep- 
ting the King of Navarre himſelf. 

' He deceasd on the fifth of March 
at St. Fean de Angely, of an exceeding 
violent diſtemper, with which he was 
ſuddenly ſeiz'd one evening after Sup- 
per, and which carrid him off in two 
days time. The Sixteen with infa- 
mous baſeneſs, made a great rejoycing 
for it, and their Preachers fail'd not to 
roar out 1n their Sermons, that it was 
the 
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Am. 1588. the effect of the Excommunication, 


with which he had been Thander- 
ſtruck by Pope Szxtus. But beſides 
that the King. of Navarre who had 
been ſtruck in theſame manner by the 
Bull, had his health never the worſe 
for it, the King, to whom that poor 
creature the Cardinal of Bourbon had 
been telling the fame ſtory, and ma- 
king wonderfull exclamations in rela- 
ting it, anſwer'd him with a ſmile, 
That it might very well be the 
occaſion of his death , but withall 
there was ſomething elſe which help'd 
him on his journey. And truly the 
matter was put beyond all doubt, at- 
ter the atteſtation of four Phyſicians, 
and of two Maſter Chirurgeons, who 
deposd upon their Oaths, that they 
had maniteſtly ſeen in almoſt all the 
partsof his Body, all the moſt evident 
ſigns and effects of a Cauſtique Poi- 
ſon, burning and ulcerating. A mot 
exccrable action, which cou'd not be 
too rigorouſly puniſh'd ; and yet the 
Laws inflicted what was poſlible on 
the perſon of one of his domeſtick 
ſervants, who was drawn in pieces by 
tour Horſes in the place of St. Fean de 
Angely. AS 
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As to the reſt, he was a Prince ,Am-_1588. 


who excepting onely his obſtinate ad- 
hering to a Religion, in which he was 
born, and whole falſhood he might 
have known in time, if he had not 
been too much prepoſlſeſsd , had at 
the Age of five and thirty years, at 
which he died, all the perte&ions 
which can meet together in one man, 
to render him one of the greateſt and 
moſt accompliſh'd perſonsin the World: 
if at leaſt there might not poſlibly be 
diſcern'd in his carriage and cuſtomes 
ſome of thoſe little failings, from 
which the moſt wiſe are not exemp- 
ted, and which may eaſily be pardon'd, 
without leſſening the eſteem which we 
have for them. Andif Fortune which 
is not always propitious to merit, was 
not favourable to him on ſome occa- 
ſions, wherein he had need of her 
aſſiſtance, yet inthis ſhe was his friend, 
that ſhe gave him the greater oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing his invincible cou- 
rage in his adverſities, in which he 
rais'd himſelf infinitely above her , 
by the vigour and greatneſs of his 
Soul, 
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Accordingly the death of this great 
Prince was lamented, not onely by 
thoſe of his own party who lov'd him 
paſſionately, but alſo by the Catho- 
liques, and even by the Duke of Guiſe 
himſelf; who, Head as he was of an 
infamous and wicked Faction, which 
he made ſubſervient to his ends, had 
of his own ſtock, and the excellency 
of his nature, which was infinitely no- 
ble, all the generoſity which is requi- 
ſite to love and reſpect vertue, even in 
the perſon of his greateſt and moſt 
formidable Enemy. 

All which notwithſtanding, he was 
content to make what advantage he 
coud of fo lamentable an accident, 
towards the compaſling of his deſigns: 
And as he obſerv'd, not onely by this 
but by a multitude of concomitant ac- 
cidents and misfortunes, that the ZZ7u+ 
guenot party decreas'd in ſtrength and 
reputation, and his own grew more 
bold and undertaking, he ſet himſelf 
more vigorouſly to puſh his fortune, 
and to demand an entire ſatisfaction 
toallthe Articles of his requeſt ; which 
had ſo puft'd up the ſpirits of the Six- 
teen, that they forgot all manner of 
moderation, 
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moderation, and grew daily more and 4m-._1588. 


more inſupportable. It happen'd alſo 
at the ſame time, that the King re- 
ceivd ſeveral advertiſements ot the 
reſolution which had been taken in 
their Council to ſeize his Perſon, and 
to incloſe him in a Monaſtery. And 
the ſame Lieutenant of the Provoſt- 
ſhip of the Iſle of Paris, Nicholas Pou- 


lain, who had formerly diſcover'd the . 


like Conſpiracy, to which belief was 
not given, told him ſo many parti- 
cular circumſtances in relation to this, 
that though he was very diffident of 
that double dealing man, whoſe inte- 
grity he much ſuſpe&ed, yet his evi- 
dence concurring with the extreme 
inſolence of the Sixteen, which ren- 
der'd his report more credible, cou'd 
not but leave a ſtrong impreſſion on 
his Soul. Inſomuch that at laſt follow- 
ing the counſel of thoſe who had fo 
long advisd him, to employ his po- 
wer and juſtice againſt thoſe Muti- 
neers, he took up a reſolution once for 
all to take that thorn out of his ſide, 
to reduce Paris into that ſtate of ſub- 
miſſion and obedience which belongs 
to Subjects; and to extinguiſh the Fac- 
tion 
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Am. 1588- tion of Sixteen, by the exemplary 


chaſtiſement of the molt ſeditious a- 
mong{t them. 

The preparations which of neceſſi- 
ty he was to make to ſecure the ſuc- 
ceſs of this undertaking, the three 
thouſand Swiſſers whom he caus'd to 
be quarterd at Lagny, the Compa- 
nies of Guards which were reintorc'd, 
the Troups which were ſent him from 
the Duke of Eſpernon, who was gone 
into his Government of Normandy, and 
all the paſſages of the River both above 
Paris and below it being poſleſsd by 
him, were ſo many Alarms to thoſe 
Mutineers who believing themſelves 
already loſt, implor'd the aſliſtance of 
the Duke of Guiſe. That Prince who 
had advanc'd from Rheims as far as 
Soifſons, in favour of the Duke of Au- 
male his Couſin, who met with trou- 
ble and reſiſtance in his Government 
of Picardy, fatisfi'd himſelf at firſt with 
ſending them ſome of his moſt expe- 
rienc'd Captains, to regulate and ma- 
nage- their M:/ztia in caſe of need. 
But ſome few days after, finding him- 
ſelt ſtill preſs'd more eagerly by the 
ſolicitationsof thoſe people, who were 
now 


The Hiftery of the League. 


now driven to deſpair, and believing 4m; 588- 


that this foundation of the League on 
which he had built his hopes being 
once ſhaken he himſelf muſt periſh un- 
der its ruines, for that being deſtroy'd 
the next deſign was certainly to fall 
on him, who was the Head and Pro- 
teftour of it ; he gave immediate no- 
tice to his Friends and Creatures, to 
get into Paris, one after another, at 
ſeveral Gates, and order d ſome to aſ- 
ſure the Sixteen in his name, that he 
wou'd ſuddenly be there in perſon to 
live and die withthem. 

The King, who was advertisd of 
this reſolution, and who was under 
great apprehenſions of his coming, 
leſt his preſence might hinder the exe- 
cution of his Enterpriſe, and arm with 
a word ſpeaking that great City which 
was entirely at his devotion, ſent the 
Preſident de Be//ievre, a man of great 
Authority and known Prudence, to 
tell the Duke from him, that in the 
preſent juncture of affairs, and juſt ap- 
prehenſion which he had, that his 
coming wou'd produce great troubles 
in Paris, he thought good he ſhou'd 
not come till he receiv d new orders 
from 
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Am. 1583. from him, for otherwiſe he wou'd ren- 


der himſelf guilty of all thoſe diſorders 
which might thence enſue. 
To this the Duke, who was never 
to be beaten off from any reſolution 
which he had once taken, anſwer'd 
calmly, but in doubtfull terms, that 
he was ready to obey the King, that 
he had never intended to go to Pars, 
but in the condition of a Private man, 
and without a Train: that he defird 
to juſtifie himſelf from thoſe aſperſions 
with which he knew his Enemies had 
baſely charg'd him in his abſence, that 
he had reaſon to believe there was a 
deſign on foot to oppreſs the good 
Catholiques, whoſe Proteour he had 
declard himſelf; and that he humbly 
beſought his Majeſty to give him ſome 
ſecurity againſt fo juſt an apprehenſi- 
on: Beptevre, who well knew that 
the King wou'd ſtick at no manner of 
verbal fatisfaftion, in caſe that wou'd 
prove ſufficient to break his Journey, 
romis'd he ſhou'd have all the ſecu- 
rity he cou'd poſſibly deſire. In effett 
the King was fully refolv'd to have 
given him all manner of aſſurances : 
But as ill luck wou'd have it, thiz was 
fict 
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not done at the ſame time it was deter- 4m- 1538. 


min'd. Inſomuch that without more 
delay, he got on Horſeback, and 
croſſing the Countrey out of the com- 
mon Roads, that he might avoid the 
Meſſengers which he knew wou'd 
be ſent with new orders to him, en- 
_ ter'd Pars on Monday the Ninth of 
May, with eight more in his company, 
juſt about Noon by the Gate of Sr. 
— : : 
It may be ſaid in one fort of mean- 
ing, that this day was the moſt un- 
fortunate, and yet the moſt glorious 
of all his life. For whether it were 
that the people, who were made to 
believe by the Sixteen, that the City 
was to be Sack'd, were advertisd by 
them of his arrival, or that the re- 
port was ſpread at an inſtant, when he 
was firſt ſeen to approach the Faux- 
bourg, 'tis molt certain that he had 
no ſooner paſs'd it, but the whole 
Town running together from all parts 
of it, crowded up the Street, and all 
the reſt through which he paſs'd ; 
the Windows were fill'd, and even the 
Tiles of Houſes ; the Air echo'd 
with a thouſand ſorts of acclamations, 
Z and 


E 
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Am. 1588. and the loud cries of Vive Guiſe were 


repeated with far higher peals than 
had been formerly of Yive le Roy; for 
thoſe loyal ſhouts were grown out of 
date , and, the League in a manner 
kad aboliſh'd them. 

There was a kind of madneſs in this 
Tranſport, or rather in this furious 
torrent of their joy ; which was ſo ex- 
travagant, that it paſs'd even to Ido- 
latry. They hal'd and tore each other 
to get neareſt to this Prince : Thoſe 
who were born off by the throng to a 
farther diſtance , ſtretch'd out their 
Arms to him, with their hands claſp'd 
over their heads ; they thought them- 
ſelves happy, whocou'd croud ſo near 
as to touch any part of his Cloak or 
Boots. Some there were among(t 
them who kneel'd to him, when he 
was paſling by, and others who when 
they cou'd not reach him with their 
hands, endeavour'd to touch him with 
their Chapelets, which they kiſsd 
when they had receiv'd that honour, 
as the cuſtome is in adoration at 
the Shrines of Saints. A thouſand 
praiſes were given him, and a thou- 
ſand bleſſings. He was call'd my 
the 
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the Pillar of the Church, the Prop of Am._1588- 


Faith, the Proteour of the Catho- 
liques, the Saviour of Pars; and from 
all the Windows there fell upon him a 
ſhower of Flowers and of Greens , 
with redoubl'd acclamations of Yzve 
Guiſe. 

To conclude, no imaginable de- 
monſtrations and teſtimonies of love, 
honour and veneration , but were 
ſhown to the height at this tumultu- 
ous entry, by that ſudden overflow 
of joy ; and that wonderfull dilatation 
of hearts and afic&tions, which was 
to him a ſort of triumph, more plea» 
ſing than any of the C2/ar's. Accor- 
dingly he enjoy'd the full guſt of it, 
with all the fatisfaction of extreme 

leaſure ; paſſing on Horſeback very 
eifurely through that infinite preſs 
of people, bare headed, beholding 
them with a ſmiling countenance, and 
with that courteous and ingaging air, 
which was fo natural to him, faluting 
on the right and on the left, bowing to 
thoſe below in the Streets, and to thoſe 
above in the Windows, not negleQing 
the very meaneſt , holding out his 
hand to the neareſt, and caſting his 

L2 obliging 
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/rn. 1588. obliging glances on the more remote, 


he paſs'd in this manner to the Queen- 
Mother's Palace, near St. Euſtache, 
where he alighted, and from thence 
to the Lowwre, following her on foot, 
who had taken her Chair to conduct 
him to the King, and was witneſs to 
thoſe incredible tranſports of publique 
joy, and acclamations of that innu- 
merable herd of people, which beather 
ears inceſſantly with the name of Guiſe, 
bellow'd from more than an hundred 
thouſand mouths. 

In the mean time, the King, who 
had heard with infinite rage of this 
ſudden arrival of the Duke, was ſhut 
up in his Cloſet, where he was in 
conſultation on that Prince's life or 
death ; who had been ſo blindly raſh, 
25 to precipitate himſelf, in his ſingle 
»erſon, into inevitable danger, from 
whence onely his good fortune, ( of 
which he was not Maſter, cou'd de- 
liver him. Some there were, and 
amongſt others the Abbot 4* Elbene, 
and Colonel Alphonſo d* :Ornano, with 
the moſt reſolute of thoſe Gaſcons, whom 
the Duke of Eſpernon had plac'd a- 
mong(t the five and forty, to be al- 
ways 
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waysnear the King's perſon, who coun- 4m 1588: 


ſelld that irreſolute and wavering 
Prince to diſpatch him on the ſpot, 
having ſo fair a pretence, and the 
means ſo ready in his hand, to puniſh 
a rebellious Subject ; who in oppoſi- 
tion to his expreſs orders, had audaci- 
ouſly preſum'd to come to Pars, as it 
were on purpoſe to let him know, that 
he was abſolute Maſter of it. The reſt 
more moderate, and amongſt them 
the Chancellour de Chiverny, and the 
Sieurs de Bellievre, de la Guiche, and 
de Villequier Governour of Pars, di- 
{waded him from that attempt, lay- 
ing before him, beſides the dange- 
rous conſequences which thus terrible 
action might produce in ſuch a jur,-- 
ture, that it always concern'd him, 
both for his reputation, and for the 
maintenance of the moſt inviolable 
Laws of natural equity , before he 
paſsd to extremities, to hear a man 
who came to put himſelf fo freely 
into the hands of his King,and tobe an- 
— for all that was alledg'd againſt 
um, 

While theſe _ were in debating, 
and the king in ſuſpence betwixt his 
Z 3 anger 
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Am. 1589. anger and 'his fear uncertain which 
WY way to reſolve, the Duke, ( who had 
+ dthrough the French Guards com- 
- manded by Gri//on who lov'd him not, 
and through the Swiſſers, which ſto 
ranck'd on both ſides of the great 
Stair-caſe ; and afterwards had tra- 
vers'd the Hall and the Antichamber 
filld with people who made no very 
ceremonious returns to his falutations 
and civilities) enter'd into the Pre- 
ſence Chamber , diſguiſing a ſudden 
fright which ſeizd him, intrepid as 
he was, with the beſt face he con'd 
ſet upon the matter, which yet he 
cou'd not act fo well, but that it was 
eaſie to diſcern through that af- 
feftation of bravery, that he cou'd 
have been well contented to have 
becn in ſome other place, and not to 
have ingag'd himſelf ſo far, eſpecially 
when a certain Princeſs whiſper'd him 
in the ear to have a care of himſelf, 
and that his life and death were under 
conſideration in the Cloſet. Yet im- 
mediately after, as his courage was 
uſually raisdat the ſight of the greateſt 
dangers, he reſum'd his wonted bold- 
neſs, and was not able to hinder _ 
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ſelf, perhaps by a ſudden motion pure- 4m- 1583. 


ly natural, and ariſing from the mag. 
nanimity of his heart, from laying tus 
hand on the pommel of his Sword, 
without his own perceiving it, and 
from. ſtepping haſtily two or three 
paces forward, with a haughty walk, - 
as if he were putting himſelf into a 
poſture of ſelling his life as dear as he 
was able to his Enemies. But the 
King at that inſtant coming out of the 
Cloſet with Be/ievre, he chang'd po- 
ſture ſuddenly, made a low reverence, 
and threw himſelf almoſt at his feet, 
p_ to him, that not believing 
is preſence ought to be diſpleaſing to 
him, he was come to bring him his 
head, and fully to juſtifie his carriage 
againſt the calumnies of his Enemies ; 
and withall to aſſure his Mjeſty, that 
he had not a more faithfull Servant 
than himſelf. But the King deman- 
ding in a grave and ſerious tone of 
voice, Who had bid him come, and 
if he had not receiv'd an expreſs pro- 
hibition from him ? the buſineſs was 
then brought to a ſcanning, and ſome 
little conteſt there was betwixt him 
and Be//ievre, the laſt maintaining 
L 4 that 
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Am. 1588. that he had deliverd him the King's 


commands, and the former inſtead of 
anſwer, asking him if he had not en- 
ag'd himſelf to return with all poſſi- 
le ſpeed to Soiſſons, which he had 
not done, and proteſting that he had 
never receiv'd thoſe Letters, which 
Bellievre juſtifi'd he had written to him. 
Then the Queen, who though ſhe 
ſeem'd to be in much affliction for the 
Duke's arrival, yet held a private cor- 
reſpondence with him, broke off the 
SiCourke, and taking aſide the King her * 
Son, ſhe managd his mind ſo dex- 
trouſly, that whether ſhe made him 
apprehend a general revolt of Pars, 
which ſhe had ſeen ſo openly to own 
the Duke: of Gauiſe, or whether he 
himſelf were mollif'd by the fubmil- 
ſive, humble way of ſpeaking which 
that Prince had ugd, he contented 
himſelf for that time to tell him, that 
his innocence which he was ſo deſirous 
to prove, wou'd be more manifeſt if 
his preſence ſhou'd caufe no ſtirs in 
Pars; and thereupon he fate down 
to Table, remitting till the Afternoon 
what he had farther to ſay to him, and 
appointing the Queen's Garden = 
tg 
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the place. Then the Duke bowing ve- 4m. 1 588. 
a 


ry low retir'd, without beingaccompa- 
nied by any of the King's Servants, but 
as well attended by all the Town , 
to the Zoftel de Guiſe, as he had been 
frem the Gate of St. Denis to the Lou- 
Vre. 

When he had made reflexion on the 
danger, into which he had ſo raſhly 
thrown himſelf, and which now ap- 

rd more formidable, by conſider- 
ing it with cooler thoughts, than he 
cou'd poſlibly in that agitation of ſpi- 
rits, and that anxiety wherein he was 
in ſpight of all his courage, when he 
found himſelf ſo far engag'd ; he re- 
folv'd he wou'd never hazard his life in 
that ſort again, and took ſuch order 
concerning it, that from the next day, 
and ſo onward, he had in his Palace 
four hundred Gentlemen who afſem- 
bling there from all parts of Paris, ac- 
cording to his orders, never after- 
wards abandon'd him. Neither wou'd 
he adventure to go that afternoon to 
the Queen's Garden, but well accom- 
panied by the braveſt of his Officers, 
amongſt whom Captain St. Paul, ſee- 
ing that after his Maſter was _— 
c 
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' Ann. 1588. he who kept the door was going to 
WY ſhut it on him, thruſt him back 


roughly, and enter'd by force, fol- 
low'd by his Companions, proteſting 
and ſwearing that if the game was there 
to be play'd he was reſolv'd to have his 
9; 9c had defend 
So that if the Ki elign'd to 
have him da mo, that WR 
which I believe not , though ſome 
have written i, 'tis eaſie to ſee that 
the preſence of thoſe brave men, who 
were fully refolv'd to defend their 
Maſter, that of the Queen who made 
the third in thisenterview, the daring 
cquntenance of the Duke,whotrom time 
to time was caſting his eyes towards 
his Sword, and to ſum up ll, that infi- 
nite multitude of Parifans which in- 
compalſs'd the Queen's Palace,and many 
of which were got upon the walls, had 
bx the execution of ſuch a pur- 
e. 
as that which paſs'd betwixt them 
at this Conference, ſince I find no- 
thing of it in the moſt exact Memoirs 
of thoſe times, I ſhall not offer to re- 
late it, as Davila has done by a certain 
Poetical licence which he and _ 
other 


1 be Hiftory of the League. 


other Hiſtorians have usd, to make 4m 1588. 


men think and ſpeak without their 
leave, whatever they pleaſe te put in- 
to their thoughts and mouths. What 
I can deliver for undoubted truth is 
this, that there was nothing conclu- 
ded at this Enterview ; and that the 
King who had refolv'd before hand, 
to chaſtiſe the moſt Seditious of the 
Sixteen, and to make himſelf Maſter 
of Pars, after a long conſultation ta- 
ken by Night , with thoſe in whom 
he moſt confided , continu'd firm to 
the ſame reſolution, and ſet up his 
reſt to ſtand by it, in ſpight of the ar- 
rival of the Duke. 

With this determination , he ſent 
the next morning for the Prevoſt of 
the Merchants , and the Sheriffs, and 
Commanded them in company of the 
Lords, de Villeguier and Francs d' O. 
to make an exa& ſearch for all thoſe 
Strangers who were come to Paris 
ſome tew days fince, without any ur- 
gent occaſion to call them rthither, and 
to cauſe them forthwith to depart the 
Town , without reſpe&t of perſons. 
This was a manifeſt endeavour to 
weaken the Duke of Guiſe ; to —_— 
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Am. 1588. him to thoſe ſeven or cight Gentle- 


-— _ 


men, who attended him into Pars, 
and conſequently to give him occaſion 
of believing that after they had rid 
themſelves of the others, they wou'd 
attacque him. 

Perhaps the deſign was ſo laid, as 
ſome have conjectur'd with probabili- 
ty enough : but if this were really 
their intention, there are others, who 
believe that according to the advice 
which was given by the Abbot of EA 
bene, they had done more wiſely to 
have _ with the Duke of Guiſe, 
when they had him ſingle and at 
their mercy coopt up in the Louvre - 
and they ground this opinion on the 
meaning oft that Abbot's wards , who 
quoted the Scripture to this purpoſe, 
«* It is written I will ſtrike the She 
* herd, and the Flock ſhall Verbomer 
However it was intended , the Pari- 
ans immediately took the Alarm, per- 
ceiving clearly that thoſe Strangers 
who were to be ſent out of the City, 
were no others but thoſe very mea 
whom the Duke of Guzſe had convey'd 
into the Town for their defence and 


tor his own. Inſomuch that when they 


went 
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went about to execute that Order , An. 1588. 


and to ſearch their Houſes, every one 
oppos'd them ; and the Citizens ſet 
themſelves with ſo much obſtinacy to 
conceal their Lodgers, that the Depu- 
ties and Commiſlaries fearing a general 
Inſurre&tion through all the Quarters, 
durſt proceed no farther. And in the 
nean time, the Duke of Guiſe , who 
was the Soul that aQtuated this great 
Body, forbore not going to the Lowvre, 
but well accompanrd ; and the very 
Evening before the Barricades he pre- 
ſented the Napkin to the King, 

But, as after the flaſhesof the Light- 
ning, and the ratling of the Thunder, 
comesa furious Tempeſt and lays waſte 
the Field ; ſo after thoſe mutual fears 
and jealouſics, thoſe Nightly meetings, 
thoſe Murmursand Menaces, and thoſe 
preparations which were made on both 
ſides with ſo much tumult , either for 
aſſaulting or for defence, they came 
to the fatal day of the Barricado's, 
which was follow'd by that horrible 
deluge of misfortunes, with which all 
France was overflow'd. 

For at laſt, the King more incens'd 
thag ever , by the reſiſtance which 
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Ann. 1588. was made to his Orders, and fully re- 


folv'd to make himſelf be obey'd one 
way or other, caus'd the Frexch Guards 
to enter Pars, with ſome other Com- 
panies and the Swiſſers , which in all, 
made up ſix thouſand men : this was 
done on Thurſday the twelfth of May, 
juſt at day break ; he being preſent 
himſelf to receive them on Horſeback, 
at the Gate of Saint Zonore. And at- 
ter having given out his Orders to 
their Officers, to Poſt them according 
to his direAtion, he enjoyn'd them a- 
bove all things, to be no ways injuri- 
ous to the Citizens , but onely to re- 
preſs the infolence of ſuch, who ſhou'd 
go about to hinder the ſearch for Stran- 
gers : After which himſelf retiring to 
the Louvre, the Marſhals 4 Aumont 
and Biron, who were at the Head of 
the Troups, went to Poſt them with 
beat of Drum, in the Church yard of 
St. Innocent, and the adjoyning, places, 
on the Pont Noſtre Dame, on that of 
St. Michael, on the Pont au Change, 
at the Town-Houſe, at the Greve, 
_ at the Avenues of the Place Mau- 
ert. 


Sil 
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follow'd, that this wasin togive 
the ſignal of a mutiny , and general 
revolt to all Pars. For a Rumour 
veing ſpread , that the King had de- 
termin'd to put to Death a great num- 
ber of the principal of the League , 
and a Liſt being alſo forgd of their 
Names who were to be Executed, and 
ſhown openly to the people, the Citi- 
zens, according to the order of their 
Captains and Overſeers of their Wards, 
wer@in a readineſs to put themſelves 
into a poſture of defence, at the leaſt 
motion that was made. For which 
reaſon, ſo ſoon as they. heard the 
Drums and Fifes, and that they be- 
held the Swiſſers and the Guards ad- 
vancing through the Street of Saint 
Aonore, they doubted not but the re- 
port which was nois'd about by the 
Sixteen was true, and farther believ'd 
(as they had been alſo aſſur'd) that the 
Town wou'd be fſack'd, and expos'd 
to Pillage, The Alarm therefore was 
given round the City : They 

by ſhutting up theur Shops , and the 
Church doors on that fide of the 
Town: They rang the Tocſin gow 
alarm 
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Ann. 1588. alarm Bell) firſt in one Pariſh and 


then in another : and immediately af- 
terwards through all Paris , as if the 
whole City had been on fire. 

Then the Citizens. came out in 
Arms , under the Overſeers of their 
Wards, and their Captains, and other 
Officers of the Duke of Guiſe , who 
had mingſ[d themſelves amongſt them, 
to encourage and to marſhal them. 
The Count of Brifſac, who had plac'd 
himſelf at the Quarter of the Univer- 
ſity towardsthe place Maubert, (where 
Cruce, one of the moſt hot-headed of 
the Sixteen , causd the alarm to be 
Sounded, ) being himſelf incompaſs'd 
with a multitude of Students, a rab- 
ble of Porters, Watermen , and Han- 
dicrafts men all Arm'd , who waited 
onely for the ſignal to aſſault the Swiſ- 
ſers, was the firſt who gave Orders to 
Chain the Streets , to unpave them, 
and ered the Barricades , with great 
logs of Timber, and Barrels filld with 
Earth and Dung , at the Avenues of 
the Palace : And this word of Barrji- 
cades pafling in a moment from mouth 
to mouth, trom the Univerſity into 
the C ty, and from the City into the 
Town, 
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Town , the ſame was done every 
where, and that with ſuch exceeding 
haſte, that before Noon, theſe Barri- 
cades which were continud from 
Street to Street, - at the diſtance of 
thirty paces from each other , well 
Flanck'd and Man'd with Muſquetiers, 
were advanc'd within fifty paces of 
the Lowvre : Infomuch that the King's 
Souldiers tound themſelves ſo encom- 
paſs'd on every ſide, that they cou'd 
neither March forward nor retreat, 
nor make the/leaſt motion, without 
expoſing themſelves unprofitably to 
the inevitable danger of the Muſquet 
ſhot , (which the Citizens cou'd fire 
upon them without miſſing, from be- 
hind their Barrigades, ) or of being beas 
ten down with a tempeſt of Stones 
which came powring upon their Heads 
from every Window. 

The Marſhals d' Aumont and Bi- 
ron, and YVilkequier the Governour of 
Pars, gain'd little by crying out tothe 
Citizens , that they intended them no 
harm, for they were too much en- 
rag'd to give them the hearing ; and 
ivere polleſs'd with a belief of what 
Briſſac, Bois Dauphin , and the *other 
Aa Creatures 
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Am. 1588. Creatures of the Duke of Guiſe had 


told them ; who roar'd out , on pur- 
poſe to envenom them. againſt the 
Royaliſts , that thoſe Troups which 
were entred into Pars, were ſent for 
to no other end, than to make a gene- 
ral Maſſacre of all good Catho/zques, 
who were members of the Holy Uni- 
on, and to give up to the Souldiers , 
their Houſes, their Money, and their 
Wives. Upon this the Muſquet ſhot, 
and the Stones from above, were rc- 
doubl'd on thoſe miſerable men, and 
more eſpecially upon the Swiſſers , to 
whom the Citizens were moſt inexo- 
rable. 

More than threeſcore were either 
ſlain, or dangerouſly hurt, as well in 
St. Innocents Church yard, as below 
on the Place Maubert, without giving 
Quarter, till Brifſac ( who with his 
Sword in his hand was continually 
puſhing forward the Barricades) arri- 
virg there, and beholding thoſe poor 
Strangers who cry'd out for mercy , 
with claſp'd Hands, and both Knees 
on the ground, and ſometimes making 
the ſign of the Crofs, in teſtimony of 
their Leing Catholiques, ) ſlop'd the 
ury 
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fury of theCitizens, and commanding 4m. _1588. 


them to cry out vive Guiſe , which 
they did as loud as they cou'd for fafe- 
og of their Lives, he fatisfd him- 
elf with. leading them difarm'd and 
Priſoners into the Boucherie of the 
New Market, by the Bridge of 
St. Michael, which he had already 
maſter'd. 

It cannot be denid but that this 
Count was he, amongſt all the Lea- 
gxers who acted with the moſt ardour 
againſt the Royaliſts on that fatal day. 
As being infinitely exaſperated , be- 
cauſe the King had refusd him the 
Admiralty, and refus'd it in a manner 
ſo difobliging, as to fay openly he 
was 2 man that was good for nothing 
either by Sea or Land, accuſing him 
at the ſame time, that he had not done 
his Duty in the Battel of the Azores, 
where the Navy of Philippo Strozz? 
was defeated by the Marquis of Santa- 
Cruz, he burn'd inwardly with deſire 
of Revenge. And when he ſaw the 
Soukdiers inclos'd on all ſides, by the 
Barricades, which were of his raiſing, 
and the Swiſſers at his mercy, tis re- 
ported that he cry'd out, as inſulting 
Aa 2 on 
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Am. 1588. on the King, with a bitter Scoff\, and 


magnifying himſelf at the ſame time ; 
« At leaſt the King ſhall underſtand to 
« day, that I have found my Element, 
« and though Iam good for nothing 
<« either at Sea or Land, yet I am ſome 
« Body in the Streets. 

In this manner it was, that the peo- 
ple making uſe of their advantage , 
{till puſh'd their fortune more and 
more, and ſeem'd to be juſt upon the 
point of inveſting the Lowvre ; while 
the Duke of Guiſe by whole ſecret or- 
ders , all things were regularly ma- 
nag'd amidſt that horrible contuſion, 
was walking almoſt unaccompanied, 
in his own Houſe, and coldly anſwe- 
ring the Queen, and thoſe who came 
one or the neck of another with Meſ- 
ſages to hit from the King, intreating 
him to appeaſe the tunult, that he 
was not Maſter of thoſe wild Beaſts, 
which had eſcap'd the toyles; and 
that they were in the wrong to pro- 
voke them as they had done. 

But at laſt, when he perceiv'd that 
al} things were abſolutely at his com- 
mand, he went himſelt trom Barricade 
to Barricade, with onely a riding 
ſwitch 
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ſwitch in his hand, forbidding the 4m._1588. 


p_ who paid a blind obedience to 
um , from proceeding any farther ; 
and deſiring them to keep theinſelves 
onely on the defenſive. He ſpoke alſo 
very civilly to the French Guards, 
who at that time were wholly in his 
power, to be diſposd of as he thought 
good, for Lite or Death. Onely he 
complain'd to their Officers, of the 
violent counſells which his Enemies 
had given the King to oppreſs his In- 
nocence, and that of ſo many good 
Catholiques, who had united them- 
ſelves on no other conſideration than 
the defence and ſupport of the ancient 
Religion. After which, he gave Or- 
ders to Captain St. Paul, to reconduct 
thoſe Souldiers to the Lowvre ; but 
their Arms were firſt laid down , and 
their Heads bare, in the poſture of 
vanquiſh'd men ; that he might give 
that ſatisfaction to. the Parifans , who 
beheld the ſpeftacle with Joy, as the 
moſt pleaſing ette& of their preſent 
Victory. He alſo causd the Swiſſers 
to be return'd in the fame manner by 
Briſſac, and gave the King to under- 
ſtand , that provided the Catholigae 

Aa 3 Religion 
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An. 1583. Religion were ſecur'd and maintain'd 


in France, in the condition it ought 
to be, and that himſelf and hisFriends 
were put in ſafety from the attempts 
of their Enemies, they wou'd pay him 
all mannerof Duty and Service, which 
is owing from good Subjects , to their 
Lord and Sovereign. | 

This in my opinion makes it evi 
dent , that the Duke had never any 
intention to ſeize the perſon of the 
King, and to incloſe him in a Mo- 
naſtery, as that Nicholas Poulain who 
gave in ſo many falſe informations , 
and many Writers as well of the one 
Religion as of the other , have endea- 
vourd to make the World believe. 
For if that had been his purpoſe, what 
cou'd have hinderd him from cauſing 
the Louvre tobe inveſted ? as hemight 
caſily have done the ſame day, by car- 
rying on the Barricades cloſe to it, 
while the tumult was at the height ; 
and for what reaſon did he return the 
French Guards and Swiſſers to the 
King, if his intention had been to 
have attacqu'd him in the Lowvre 2 
This was not his buſineſs, nor his pre- 
ſent aim, but to defend and _ 
us 
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his Leagaers with a high hand, and to 4m. 1488. 


avail himſelf of ſo favourable an op- 
portunity, to obtain the thing which 
he demanded ; and which doubtleis 
had put him into condition of moun- 
ring the throne after the King's deceale, 
and becoming abſolute Maſter of all 
affairs even during his Life. 

In effect, the Go having under- 
taken to make the reconcilement , as 
believing that thereby the might reen- 
ter into the management of buſineſs, 
trom which the Favourites had re- 
mov'd her, and havingask'd him what 
were his pretenſions, he propos'd ſuch 
extravagant terms, and with ſo much 
haughtineſs and reſolv'dneſs , ſpeaking 
like a Conquerour , who took upon 
him to diſpoſe at his pleaſure of the 
Vanquiith'd , that as dextrous as ſhe 
was, in the art of managing Mens 
minds, from the very beginning of 
the conference ſhe deſpair'd of her ſuc- 
cels. © For inhancing upon the Ar- 
* ticles of Nancy , he demanded that 
* for the Security of the Catholique 
* Religion inthis Realm,the King of Na- 
* varre,and all the Princes of the Houſe 
* of Bourbon , who had follow'd him 
Aazq *1N 
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Ann. 1588. © jn theſe laſt Wars, ſhou'd be declard 


"© to have forfeited for ever their 


© right of ſucceeding to the Crown : 
* That the Duke of Eſperyon, La Ya- 
« Jeite his Brother , Fraxcy d' O. the 
* Marſhals of Retzand of Biron,Colonel 
& Alphonſo d* Ornano, and all others 
« who hke them were favourers of 
* the Z7uguenots, or were found to 
© have held any correſpondence with 
© them, ſhou'd be depriv*d of their 
«© Governments and Offices, and ba- 
« niſh'd from the Court, without hope 
©* of ever being reſtor'd again. That 
* the ſpoils ot all theſe ſhoud be given 
* to the Princes of his Houſe, and to 
* thoſe Lords who had ingag'd with 
* him, of whom he made a long Liſt : 
* That the King ſhou'd caſheer his 
* Guard of five and forty, as a thing 
* unknown in the times of his Prede- 
* ceflours, proteſting that otherwiſe he 
* cou'd place no manner of confidence 
*1inhim, nor ever dare-to approach 
** his perſon. That it wou'd pleaſe 
* his Majeſty to declare him his Lieu- 
* tenant General through all his E- 
* ſtates, with the ſame Authority 
* which the late Duke of Gri/e his Fa- 
* ther 
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« tle time there ſhoud remain no o- 
* ther but the Catholigue Religion in 
* all his Kingdom. To conclude, that 
* there ſhoud be calld immediately 
<* an Aſſembly of the three Eſtates, to 
< fit at Paris where all this ſhou'd be 
* confirm'd, and to hinder for the fu- 
* ture, that the Minions who wou'd 
* diſpoſe of allthingsat their pleaſure , 
* thou'd not abuſe their favour, that 


© there ſhou'd be eſtabliſh'd an un- 


* changeable form of Government , 
* which it ſhou'd not be in the power 
* of the King to alter. | 

'Tis moſt evident that Demands fo 
unreaſonable, ſoarrogant, and ſo offen- 
ſive, tended to put the Government,and 
the power of it into the Duke's hands, 
who being Maſter of the Armies, the 
Offices, and the Governments of the 
mot principal Provinces, in his own 
perſon by his Relations, his Creatures, 
and the Eſtates, where he doubted not 
of carrying all before him, eſpecially 
at Pars, woud be the abſolute _ 
er 
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* ther had, under the Reign of Fran- 4m. 1588. 
© cis the Second : by virtue of which 
« he hop'd to give him ſo good an ac- 
* count of the _—_— that ina lit- 
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wou'd be nothing wanting to him buf 
the Crown it felt, to which *tis very 
probable, that at this time he preten- 
ded, in caſe he ſhou'd ſurvive the 
King, to the excluſion of the Boxrbons, 
whom he wou'd have declar'd inca- 
pable of ſucceeding to it. 

For which reaſon , the Queen ſee- 
ing that he wou'd recede from no part 
of theſe Articles, and beginning to 
fear, that he wou'd go farther than 
ſhe defir'd, counſell'd the King to get 
out of Paris with all ſpeed, while it 
was yet in his power ſo to do. And 
though ſome of his chief Officers , as 
amongſt others the Chancellour de 
Chiverny , and the Sieurs of Yillkeroy 
and Villegaier , who were of opinion 
that more wou'd be gain'd by the 
Negotiation , and who foreſaw that 
the Zuguenots and the Duke of _ 
non, Whom they had no great cauſe to 
love, wou'd make their advantage of 
this retreat ſo unworthy of a King , 
endeavour'd to gdiſluade him from it , 
yet a thouſand falſe advertiſements , 
which came every moment, that they 
were going to inveſt the Lovvre , _- 

2 is 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


his accuſtom'd fear , together with the 4m-_r 588. 


diffidence he had of the Duke of Guiſe, 
whom he conſider'd at that time as 
his greateſt Enemy, causd him at the 
laſt to reſolve on his departure. 
Accordingly, about noon the next 
day, while the Queen Mother went 
to the Duke with propoſitions onely 
to amuſe him, the King making ſhew 
to take a turn or two inthe Tuilleries, 
put on Boots in the Stables , and get- 
ting on Horſe-back , attended by fif- 
teen or ſixteen Gentlemen, and by ten 
or twelve Lacqueys, having cauſed 
notice to be given to his Guards 
to follow him, went out by the 
Port Neuve , riding always on full 
gallop, for fear of being purſu'd by 
the Pariſsans, till having gain'd the aſ- 
cent above Challiot, heſtopt his Horſe 
to look back on Pars. *'Tis faid, that 
then reproaching that great City , 
which he had always honour'd , and 
enrich'd by his Royal preſence , and 
upbrayding its ingratitude, he Swore 
he wou'd not return intoit but through 
2 Breach, and that he wou'd lay it fo 
low, that it ſhou'd never more be in a 
condition of lifting up its ſelf _ 
the 
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the King. After this he went to 
Lodge that night at 7rappes, and the 
next morning arrivd at Chartres ; 
where his Officers, thoſe of his Coun- 
cil, and the Courtiers cameup to him, 
one after another in great diſorder ; 
ſome on Foot, others on Horſe-back 
without Boots, ſeveral on their Mules, 
and in their Robes , every man mak- 
ing his eſcape as he was beſt able, and 
in a great hurry for fear of being 
ſtop'd ; in ſhort, all of them in a con- 
dition not unlike the Servants of Da- 
vid, at his departure from Jeruſalem, 
travelling in a miſerable Equipage, at- 
eter their diſtreſsd Maſter , when he 
fled before the Rebel Abſalom. 

The Duke of Guiſe , who on the 
one ſide, had been unwilling to puſh 
things to an extremity, to the end he 
might make his Treaty with the King, 
and that it might not be faid he was 
not at liberty ; and on the other ſide, 
not believing that he wou'd have gone 
away in that manner , as if he fleg 
from his Subje&ts, who ſtopping ſhoxt 
of the Lowvre by fifty paces , ſeem? 
unwilling to purſue their advantage 
any farther, was much —” 
this 
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this retreat which broke the meaſares 4m-_1588. 


he had taken : but as he was endu'd 
with an admirable preſence of mind, 
and that he cou'd at a moments war- 
ning accommodate his reſolutions to 
any accident, how unexpected or 
troubleſome ſoever, he immediately 
appli'd himſelf to put Pars in a con- 
dition of fearing nothing, to quiet all 
things there, and reſtore them to their 
former tranquillity, and withalltogive 
notice to the whole Kingdom how 
matters had paſsd at the Barricades , 
as much to his own advantage, as poſ- 
ſibly he cou'd. 

To this effe&t he poſſeſsd himſelf 
of the ſtrongeſt places in the City ; of 
the Temple, of the Palace, of the 
Town-Houſe, of the two Chaſtelets , 
of the Gates, where heſet Guards, of 
the Arſenal and of the Baſtile, which 
was ſurrender'd to him too eaſily by 
the Governour 7eſtu; the Govern- 
ment of which he gave to Buſſy Le 
Clerc, the moſt audacious of the Six- 
teen : He obligd the Magiſtrates to 
proceed in the Courts of Judicature as 
formerly : He made a new Provoſt of 
Merchants, aq Sheriffs, a a <" 
Civil, 
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Ama. 1588. Civil, Colonels, and Captains of the 


” ſeveral Wards, all devoted to the 


League, in the room of thoſe whom 
heſuſpe&ted. Heretook without much 
trouble all the places both above and 
below, on the River , that the paſla- 
ges for Proviſions might be free. He 


* writ at laſtto the King, to the Towns, 


and to his particular Friends, and drew 
up Manifeſts ( or Declarations ) in a 
ſtyle, which had nothing in it but 
what was great and generous, while he 
endeavour'd to juſtity his proceedings, 
and at the» fame time to preſerve the 
reſpe& which was _—_ to the King, 
proteſting always that he was moſt 
ready to pay him an entire Obedience, 
and that he propos'd nothing to him- 
ſelf, but that proviſion ſhou'd be made 
for the ſafety of Religion, and of good 
Catholiques, which were deſignd to 
be oppreſs'd, through the pernicious 
Counſells of ſuch as held intelligence 
with Heretiques, and projeted no- 
thing but the ruine of Religion and 
the State. 

Theſe Letters, together with thoſe 
which the Pariſ#ans wrote to the other 
Towns, exhorting all gen to combine 
with 
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with them for their common preſer- 4m. 1588. 
vation in the Catholique Faith, and 
thoſe of the King, which on the con- 
trary were written, in too ſoft a ſtyle, 
and where there appear'd more of fear 
and of excuſe, than of reſentment and ' 
juſt complaint for ſo facrilegious an 
attempt, had this effeR, that the grea- 
teſt part of the people, far from bein 
ſcandalisd at the Barricades, approv' 
them, loudly praifing the conduct of 
the Duke of G«iſe, whom they believ'd 
to be full of Zeal for the Catholigue 
Faith, for the good of the Kingdom, 
and for the Service of the King. And 
as he defir'd nothing ſo much as to 
confirm them in that opinion, he was 
willing that the body of the City , 
ſhou'd ſend their Deputies to the King, 
humbly to beſeech his Majeſty ,. that 
he wou'd forget what was paſsd, and 
return to his good Town of Pars , 
where his moſt Loyal SubjeRts were 
ready to give him all the higheſt de- 
monſtrations of their Obedience and 
devotion to his Service. 

He permitted that even proceſſions 
ſhou'd be made, in the Habit of Peni- 
tents, to defire of God, that he wou'd 
pleaſe 


wk 
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and this was perform'd with ſo much 
ardour, that there was one which 
went from Paris as far as Chartres, 
in a moſt extraordinary Equipage, un- 
der the condu@ of the famous Fryar 
Ange. This honeſt Father was Henry 
de , 5 Count of Bouchage, and Bro- 
ther to the late Duke. He had given 
up himſelf to be a Capuchin, about a 
year before this time : having ſuch 
ſtrong impreſſions made upon him, 
by the death and good example of his 
Wife, Catharine de Nogaret , Siſter to 
the Duke of Eſpernon, that he was in- 
flam'd with a deſire of repentance ; 
inſomuch that neither the tears of his 
Brother, nor the intreaties and favours 
of the King, wholov'd him exceeding- 
ly, nor the ardent ſolicitations of all 
the Court, were able to remove him 
from the reſolution he had_ taken of 
leading ſo auſtere a Life. This noble 
Fryar, having put a Crown of Thorns 
upon his head, and carrying an over- 
grown Croſs upon his Shoulders, fol- 
lowd by his Fraternity , and by a 
great number of Penitents, and others 
who repreſented in their Habits the 
ſevers} 
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ſeveral perſons of the Paſſion, led on 4m-,7 538 
that proceſſion , ſinging Pſalms and *—- 


Litanies. The march of theſe Peni- 
tents was ſo well manag'd, that they 
enter'd the great Church of Chartres, 
juſt as the King was there at Yeſpers : 
As they enterd, they began to ſing 
the Miſerere, in a very doletull tone ; 
And at the ſame time, two ſwindging 
Fryars arm'd with Diſciplines, laid on 
luſtily poor Fryar Ange, whoſe back 
was naked. The application was not 
hard to make, nor very advantageous 
to the Pariftans , for the charitable 
creature ſeem'd evidently to deſire the 
King, that he wou'd pleaſe to pardon 
them, as Jeſws Chriſt was willing to 
forgive the Jews, tor thoſe horrible 
outrages which they had committed 
againit him. 

A SpeQtacle ſo ſurpriſing produc'd 
different etſefts in the minds of the 
ſanders by ; according to the variety 
of their tempers, ſome of them were 
melted into compaſſion, others were 
mov'd to Laughter, and ſomeeven' to 
indignation : And more than all the 
reſt, the Marſhal de Biron , who ha» 
ving no manner of reliih for this ſort of 

Bb devotion, 
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Ann. 1588. devotion, and fearing beſides , that 
> ſome dangerous Leaguers, might have 


crowded in amongſt them, with in- 
tention to Preach the people into a 
Mutiny, counſell'd the King to clap 
them up in Priſon every Mothers Son. 
But that good Prince, who notwith- 
ſtanding all his faults , had a ſock of 
Piety at the bottom, and much reſpect 
for all things that related to Religion, 
rejected wholly this advice. Heliſten'd 
to them much more favourably, than 
he had heard all the Harangues of the 
former Deputies : and promisd to 
grant them the pardon they de. 
{ird for the Town, which he had ſo 
much favourd, on condition they 
wou'd return to their Obedience. And 
truly 'tis exceeding probable, that he 
had 1o done from that very time , it 
they had not afterwards given him 
freſh provocations, by propoſing the 
terms on which they inſiſted for the 
Peace, which they defir'd. 

For the Duke of G«iſe, to whom all 
thele fairappearances were very ſervice- 
able, and cou'd be no ways prejudicial, 
and who always purſu'd his deſigns in a 
dire&t line, knew ſo well to managethe 
diſpoſition 
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diſpoſition of the Queen Mother, who Ann.1 588. 


had ſeem'd at firſt to be much ſtartledat 
his demands, that he recall'd her with 
much dexterity into his intereſts ; by 
working on thoſe two paſſions which 
were rooted in her Soul. She deſir'd 
to raiſe to the Throne, after the death 
of the King her Son, her Grandſon 
Henry de Lorrain, Marquis du Pont ; 
and believ'd that the Duke of Gwe 
wou'd contribute to it all that was in 
his power. -But as cunningas ſhe was, 
ſhe ſaw not into the bottom of that 


Prince, who fed her onely with vain 


hopes of that Succeſſion for another, 
to which he perſonally aſpir'd. She 
infinitely hated the Duke of Eſpernon, 
and believing he was the man, who 
having poſleſs'd himſelf of the King's 
Soul, had render'd her ſuſpected to 
him, long'd to turn hum out of Court ; 
promiſing her ſelf by that means to 
be re-eſtabliſh'd in the management 
of affairs from which the Favourites 
had remov'd her. And the Duke of 
Guiſe who had as little kindneſs as 
her ſelf for the Duke of Eſpernon, con- 
curr'd in the ſame deſign, with at leaſt 
as much carneſtneſs, bur for a much 
Bb 2 different 
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ſolute himſelf, In this manner this 
ſubtle Prince, always diſſembling, and 
artificially hiding the true motives by 
which he ated, drew the Queen at 
laſt to conſent to all that he deſfir'd : 
and above all, to give her allowance 
that a requeſt ſhou'd be preſented to 
the King in the name of the Cardt- 
nals, the Princes, the Peers of France, 
the Lords, the Deputies of Pars and 
tiie other Towns, and of all the Ca- 
thuliques united for the defence of the 
Catholique, Apoſtolique and Roman Re- 
I:gion. 

This requeſt which in the manner 
of its expreſſions, was couch'd in moſt 
reſpe&ttull terms, contain'd notwith- 
ſtanding in the bottom of it, certain 
Propolitions, at leaſt as hard as the 
Art.cles of Nancy ; and even as thoſe, 
which not long before were propos'd 
to the Queen by the Duke of Guiſe. 
For atter a proteſtation in the begin- 
ning of it, that in whatſoever had 
paſs'd till that preſent time, there 
had been nothing done, but by a pure 
zeal for God's honour, and for the 
preſervation of his Church, they de- 
mand 
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mand of the King, That he wou'd 4m; 1588- 


make War with the Zuguenots, and 
that he wou'd conclude no Peace till 
all Hereſies were rooted out. That 
it wou'd pleaſe him to uſe the Service 
of the Duke of Guiſe, in fo juſt and 
holy an undertaking ; that he wou'd 
drive out of the Court, and deſpoil 
of all their Offices, all thoſe who 
held a ſecret correſpondence with the 
Huguenots, and principally the Duke 
of Eſpernon, and his Brother La YVa- 
lette. Againſt whom there are re- 
cited in that requeſt, all imaginable 
crimes that cou'd be thought moſt ca- 
pable of rendring them odious and in- 
ſupportable to the whole Kingdom. 
That he wou'd deliver the Nation 
from the juſt apprehenſions it had, 
of falling one day under the power 
and dominion of Heretiques. And 
( that there might be given to the 
City of Pars a full aſſurance hence- 
forth to enjoy a perfect tranquillity, 
without fear of oppreſſion, ) he wou'd 
not onely pleaſe to confirm the new 
Provoſts, and Sherifts, but that alſo 
the faid City may have full and en- 
tire liberty for the future, to make 
Bb 3 choice 
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_ - $88. choice of ſuch as ſhall ſucceed in thoſe 
places, and in thoſe of City Colonels 
and Captains. 

This requeſt was extremely diſplea- 
ſing to the King, who ſaw but too 
clearly, that their intention was to 
give the Law to him hereafter, whom 
they had firſt ſo haughtily aflronted. 
He therefore caus'd it to be examin'd 
in his Council, where there was but 
ſmall agreement, becauſe the Mem- 
bers of it were divided in their In- 
tereſts. There were but two methods 
tobe taken on that ſubject ; either for 
the King to joyn with the League a- 
gainſt the Z/4guenots, as the requeſt 
demanded, or to make War againſt 
the League with all his Power, in con- 
junAion with the F/ugaenots ; for un- 
leſs he eſpousd one of theſe inte- 
reſts it was impoſſible for him to ſuc- 
ceed. Thoſe of the Council who lov'd 
not the Duke of Eſpernon, who were 
many, and who fear'd that the ating 
of the King's Forces in combination 
with the /7ugzenots, wou'd prove of 
great prejudice to his Reputation, and 
of greater to Religion, were for the 
former Propoſition and Counſel, that 

al 
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ted in the beſt manner they cou'd 
with the Duke of Guiſe, which was 
alſo the defire of the Queen Mother : 
But the reſt, who for the moſt part 
conſiſted of thoſe perſons, whoſe dif- 
grace and baniſhment was demanded 
in the Requeſt, inſiſted ſtrongly on the 
ſecond : and gave their voice for a 
War to be mn againſt the Duke to 
the uttermoſt ; fortifying their opini- 
on_by the number of Forces, which 
the King might raiſe promiſcuouſly, 
both from Catholiques and Proteſtants, 
becauſe this was not a War of Rehgion, 
but that the Sovereign only 
himſelf ; to quell and chaſtiſe Wre- 
bellious Subjects. 

It wou'd be a matter of much diffi- 
culty to tell preciſely what was the 
true reſolution which the King took, 
betwixt the extremes of theſe different 
Counſels. But it may be told fora 
certain truth, that having a long time 
deliberated, and that much more in 
his own breaſt than with his Council, 
he ſeem'd at length all on the ſudden to 
pitch upon the firſt ; whether it were, 
that being as he was, a good Catho- 

Bb 4 lique, 
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Ann. 1588. lique, and hating the Zuguenots, he 


cou'd not yet come to a reſolution of 
uniting himſelf to them ; or were it, 
that he thought not himſelf at that 
time ſtrong enough, even with the 
King of Navarre's all liſtance, to deſtroy 
the League, which was grown more 
powerfull than ever fince the Barri- 
cades, and Headed by a man fo able, 
ſo bold, and ſo ſucceistull as the Duke 
of Guiſe ; or laſtly, as many have be- 
liev'd, that being ſtrongly perſwaded, 
he ſhou'd never be in latety, nor be 
Maſter in his Kingdom, while that 
Pre whom he hated mortally was 
| he took up from that very mo- 
2 reſolution within himſelf to 
diſpatch_him out of the World, and 
that he mipht draw him into the Net 
which he wzs fpreading for hun, was 
willing to grant in a manner whatſo- 
ever !i© Jefir'd, as if it were done in 
CC -cimplation of a Peace, 
Whatſoever were Jus true motive, 

( for I deſire not that random gueſſes 
ſhou'd be taken for truths,) 'tis certain 
that though the King was highly ex- 
aſperated againſt the League, yet he 
anſwer's their requeſt with muc'; 
_ eNT: E Ve 
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gentleneſs and moderation, aſſuring 4m.is38. 


them that he wou'd aſſemble the three 
Eſtates, at Blow, in the Month of Sep- 
tember, there to adviſe of the means 
to give them fatisfaftion, and to de- 
liver them from the jealouſie they had 
of falling one day under the domi- 
nion of a Fugzenot Prince; that for 
what related to the Duke of Eſpernon, 
he wou'd doe them Juſtice, like an 
Equitable King, and wou'd make it 
manifeſt that he preferr'd the publique 
welfare, before the conſideration ofany 
private perſon. 

Accordingly in the firſt place, that 
Duke was deſpoil'd of his Govern- 
ment of Normandy, commanded to de- 
part from Court, and retire himſelf to 
Angouleme. Not long time afterwards 
the King concluded a Treaty with the 
Lords of the Leagze, to whom, be- 
ſides the Places which they had al- 
ready in poſſeſſion , the Towns of 
Montreuil, Orleans and Bourges were 
given for ſix Years. A publication of 
the Council of Trent was promisd, 
with proviſion againſt that part of ir 
which was contrary to the liberties of 
the Ga//icane Church. "There was gi- 
ven 
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Am. 1588. ven to the Duke of Guiſe, inſtead of 
the title of Conſtable, that of Head of 
the French Gendarmerie, which fſig- 
nifies the ſame thing. Two Armies 
were promis'd to be rais'd againſt the 
Huguenots, one in Dauphine under the 
command of the Duke of Mayenne, and 

| the other in Saintonge - and Poitou , 

| which thou'd be Commanded by a Ge- 

neral of the King's own choice : For 
the new Conſtable under another name 
wou'd not be ſo far from Court, leſt 

his abſence from thence might be of il 

conſequence to his Party. In conclu- 

ſien the _ caus'd to be publiſh'd the 
famous Edit of July, which he com- 
manded to be call'd the Edi& of the 

Reunion, where he did morein favour 

of the League, than the League it ſelf 

deſird from him. 

For, after having declar'd in that 
Edi, that he wou'd have all his Sub- * 
jets united to himſelf, that in like 
manneras their Soulsare redeem'd with 
the fame price, by the Bloud of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, ſo al- 
ſo they and their poſterity ſhou'd be 
one Body with him ; he ſwears, that 
he will employ all his Forces, without 
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ſparing his proper life, to exterminate An. 1588. 


from his Realm all Hereſies condemn'd 
by Councils, and principally by that of 
Trent, without ever making any Peace 
or Truce with Heretiques, or any 
Edi in their favour. He wills that 
all Princes, Lords, Gentlemen, and 
Inhabitants of Towns, and generally 
all his Subjets, as well Eccleſiaſtical 
as Secular, ſhou'd take the ſame Oath. 
That farther, they ſhou'd ſwear and 
promiſe, for the time preſent, and for 
ever, after it ſhall have pleas'd God to 
diſpoſe of his life, without having gi- 
ven him Iſſue Male, not to receive tor 
King, any Prince whatſoever, who 
ſhall be a Heretique or a promoter of 
Hereſie. HedeclaresRebels and guilty 
of High Treaſon, and to have torfei- 
ted all Privileges which have formerly 
been granted to them, all perſons and 
all Towns, which ſhall refuſe to take 
this Oath, and ſign this Union. He 
promiſes never to beſtow any Milita- 
ry employment, but on ſuch as fhall 
make a ſignal profeſſion of the Romax 
Catholique Religion. And prohibits 
in expreſs terms, that any man who- 
ſoeyer ſhall be admitted to the n 
cile 
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7 


any employment belonging to the 
Treaſury, whoſe profeſſion of the Ro- 
man Catholique Religion, appears not 
under the Atteſtation of the Biſhop or 
his ſubſtitutes, or at leaſt of the Cu- 
rates or their Vicars, together with 
the depoſition of ten Witneſſes, all 
qualified, and unſuſpeCcted perſons. 
He alſo ſwears to hold for his good 
and Loyal SubjeCts, and to protect and 
defend as well thoſe who have always 
follow'd the League, as thoſe others 
who have formerly united and aſlocia- 
ted themſelves againſt the Heretiques ; 
and that at this preſent he unites them 
to himſelf; to the end they may all 
at together in order to one common 
end. And that he holds for null, and 
as never done, that which ſeems to 
have been done againſt him ; as well 
in the Town of Pars, as elſewhere ; 
particularly ſince the twelfth of May 
to the day of the publication of thus 
Edict : without future moleſtation or 
bringing into trouble any perſon 
whomſoever, for any thing relating 
to the premiſles. But he alſo wills 
that all his Subjects of what Quality 
toever 
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ſoever, ſwear that they will and do Am. 1588. 


renounce all Leagues and Confederati- 
ons, as well without as within the 
Realm, which are contrary to this 
Union, on pain of being puniſh'd, as 
infringers of their Oath, and guilty of 
High Treaſon. 

This Edit wasverifrd in Parliament 
the one and twentieth of July ; and 
publiſh'd immediately after ; being re- 
ceivd with extraordinary tranſports 
of joy by the Leaguers, who believ'd 
that by it, they had obtain'd a clear 
Vidtory againſt the King, whom they 
beheld entirely ſubjected to the will 
and good pleafure of their Heads. 
He himſelf atfo as it is reported, with 

rofound diſſimulation endeavour'd all 
he was able to confirm them in that 
opinion, by making publique demon- 
ſtrations of his joy, and fatisfaQtion 
for the peace. He was very fſolicitous 
to cauſe his Edit to be ſign'd by all 
the Princes and Lords who were then 
at Court : He proclaim'd the conven- 
tion of thethree Eſtates at Blox, which 
was to be at the beginning of October 
following. He procur'd the Letters 
Patents tor the Duke of G#iſe's Com- 
miſo 
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Am. 1588. miſſion of Intendant General, over all 


his Armies , with the ſame power 
which is annex'd to that of Conſtable, 
to be verifid in Parliament. He re- 
ceiv'd him at Chartres with ſuch par- 
ticular tokens of eſteem, affection , 
and truſt, that it was believ'd the ten- 
der friendſhip which was betwixt them 
when the King was then but Duke of 
Anjou, was once more renew'd. He 
favour'd all his creatures, on whom he 
beſtow'd conſiderable Employments, 
andatlaſt, to fatisfie him in that point, 
which of all others was moſt nice, he 
causd the Cardinal of Bourbon to be 
ſolemnly declar'd the next of Bloud to 
him, by allowing him all the Privi- 
leges and Prerogatives which belong 
to the Heir preſumptive of the Crown. 
After all, as it isalmoſt impoſlible that 
a violent paſſion in the Soul, what 
care ſoever be taken to conceal it, 
ſhou'd not diſcover it ſelf by its conſe- 
quences, and by ſome indications , 
which break out even from the cloſeſt 
men : So this Prince as great a Maſter 
as he was in the art of diſſimulation, 
cou'd not act his part fo well, but that 
he gave occaſion to thoſe who were 
more 
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more clear ſighted, to believe, or at 4m 1588. 
leaſtwiſe to ſuſpeR, that all which at | 


that time was done by him to teſtifie 
his joy, was onely to cover his indig- 
nation and his hatred, which => 
him inceſſantly to revenge himſelf on 
thoſe from whom he had receiv'd ſuch 
unworthy uſage. 

For being departed from Chartres, 
and going thence to Rover, where he 
made the Edi&t of Reunion, he wou'd 
never be perſwaded to go to Pars at 
his return, what inſtagce ſoever the 
Deputies of the Parliament, and thoſe 
of the Town cou'd make to him: al- 
ways alledging faint excuſes, which 
he grounded onely on the prepara- 
tions which he was to make 1n order 
to his meeting the Eſtates at Blox. 
He ſtill retain'd near his perſon his 
Guard of the five and forty which 
the Duke of Guiſe had requeſted him 
to diſmiſs. He gave the command of 
the Army deſign'd for Poztou to the 
Duke of Nevers, whom the Duke of 
Guiſe his Brother-in-law cou'd never 
endure, ſince his renunciation of the 
League. He admitted none to his pri- 
vate friendſhip, þut the Marſhal 4" 
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Ann. 1588. Aumont, the Lord Nicholas 4" Angen- 


nes, de Rambouillet, Colonel Alphon- 
ſo - d' Ornano, and ſome few others, 
who were no friends to the Duke of 
Guiſe. 

In fine, that which made the grea- 
teſt noiſe, was, that the Chancellour 
de Chiverny, the Preſidents Belliewre 
and Brulart, and the Sieurs de Ville. 
roy, and Pinart, ( the two Secretaries 
of State, who had given himadvice, to 
accommodate matters with the Duke 
of Guiſe) were abſolutely diſgrac'd. 
The Queen Mother who had manag'd 
that accommodation, had little or no 
part in buſineſs ; and was wholly ex- 
cluded from the Cabinet Council. The 
Seals were given to Francis de Monthe- 
lon a famous Advocate, a man of rare 
integrity, and of inviolable fidelity to 
the King's ſervice, who raisd him to 
that high Employment, without his 
own ſeeking, at the recommendation 
of the Duke of Nevers, who was known 
to be on very ill terms with the Duke 
of Guiſe. 

All this was ſufficient without doubt 
to alarm that Prince, and give him 
caution to look about him, or at leaſt 

to 
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toſuſpe& the King's intentions towards 4n*:1588- 


him, but the flouriſhing condition , 
wherein he was plac'd, the applauſes 
which were given him both by the 
people and by the Court it ſelf, which 
admir'd both his condu&t and his per- 
petual felicity, and regarded him as 
Arbitrator and Maſter of Afﬀairs ; and 
the certain opinion which he had, 
that all things wou'd go for him in the 
Eſtates, had ſo far blinded him, that 
he believ'd it was not in the power of 
fortune ro do him any prejudice, not 
-ſo much as to ſhake him, or to give 
the ſmalleſt ſtop to the full carrier of 
his ſucceſs. Thus heenter'd as it were 
in triumph into Blojs at the end of 
September ; and the King came thither 
about the ſame time, to order the 
preparations for ths Eſtrates. He com- 
manded that all tuture proceedings 
ſhou'd be as it were ſanCtifi'd by two 
ſolemn and conſpicuous acts of piety ; 
which were a moſt devout and mag- 
nificent Proceſſion made on the firit 
Sunday of Oftober, the ſecond day of 
that Month, and by a general Com- 
munion, taken by all the Deputieson 
the Sunday following, the ninth of 
Cc the 
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Am. 1588. the ſame Month; on which the King, 


in token of a perte reconcilement, 
receiv'd with the Duke of Guiſe, the 
precious Body of Feſus Chriſt, from 
the hands of the Cardinal de Bourbon, 
in the Church of Saint Saviour. At- 
ter which, all thoſe who were expec- 
ted being at lengrh arriv'd, the Aſſem- 
bly, of the Eſtates was open'd on Sun- 
day the ſixteenth of that Month, 
in the great Hall of the Caſtle of 
Blois. 

As it is not my buſineſs to fay any 
thing of this Aſſembly, which relates 
not preciſely' to the Hiſtory of the 
League, I ſhall not trouble my felt 
with every particular which paſsd in 
it. I ſhall onely fay, that the King 
who was naturally eloquent, open'd 
the Aſſembly with an excellent Org- 
tion; wherein after he had in a moſt 
Majeſtique manner, and with moſt 
pathetique words , exhorted the De- 
puties to their duty, he either cou'd 
not or wou'd not conceal from them, 
that he had not fo far forgotten the 
paſt actions, but that he had taken up 
a firm reſolution, to inflict an exem- 
plary puniſhment on ſuch who ſhou'd 
perſift 
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and continue to be ſtill poſſeſt with 
that ſpirit of Leaguing and Caballing, 
which was upon the point of ruining 
the State ; neither wou'd he hence- 
forth ſpare thoſe who ſhou'd have any 
other union, than that which the 
Members ought to have with their 
Head, and SubjeQts with their - Sove- 
raign. 

This touch'd ſo ſenſibly the Lea» 
guers of that Aſſembly, and principally 
their Head, who look'd on this Speech 
as particularly addreſs'd to himſelf, that 
they proceeded even to threatning 
that they wou'd break off the Eſtates 
by their departure, if the King, who 
had commanded his Speech to be 
Printed, wot!'d not give order to ſup- 
preſs it, or at leaſt corre that paſ- 
ſage. There are ſome who affirm, 
that after a rough diſpute concerning 
it, theKing permitted at laſt rhat ſome» 
thing ſhou'd be alter'd, and the harſh» 
neſs of his expreſſions a little mollifid, 
Bur there are others, and even of their 
number who heard it ſpoken, who 
aſſure us, that it came out in publique 
in the ſame terms it was pronouncd. 

Cc 2 How- 
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this complaint of theirs much exaſpe- 
rated the King's mind, who ſaw clearly 
by this proceeding, that the League, 
notwithſtanding its Reunion with him, 
had ſtill a ſeparate intereſt of its own, 
and extremely oppoſite to his. 

I will adventure to ſay farther, that 
he was then fully perſwaded of it, 
when he perceiv'd that the Duke of 
Guiſe, who was the true Head of it, 


' was evidently more powerfull than 


himſelf in thoſe Eſtates. For beſides 
that the greateſt part of the Deputies 
had been elefted by the factious in- 
trigues of his dependants in the Pro- 
vinces, thoſe who were choſen to pre- 
ſide over the ſeveral Orders, that is to 
ſay the Cardinals of Bozrbon and of 
Guiſe, for the Clergy, the Count of 
Briſſac, and the Baron of Magnac for 
the Nobility, and the Provoſt of Mer- 
chants, La Chapelle Martau for the 
third order, were all of them entirely 
at the Duke's devotion. 

Infomuch that at the ſecond Seſſion, 
after the Edi&t of Reunion had been 
ſolemnly confirm'd, ſworn to again, 
and paſsd into a fundamental _ 
0 
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three Orders were re2d, he ſaw that 
under pretence of deſiring to reform 
ſome abuſes which were crept into 
the State, they were fill d with an in- 
finite number of Propoſitions, which 
tended to the manifeſt diminution, or 
rather the annihilation of the Royal 
Authority, and to reduce the Govern- 
ment to that paſs, that there ſhou'd 
remain to the King no more than the 
empty name and vain appearance of 
a Soveraign Monarch ; and that all 
the real and eſlential of Sove- 
raignty ſhou'd be in the Leagze, which 
abſolutely depended on the Duke of 
Guiſe. 

Yet farther they were not ſatisfied 
barely to propoſe theſe things, lea- 
ving to the King, according to the 
Ancient Laws and Conſtitution of the 
Monarchy, the power of either pal- 
ſing or refuſing them, according to 
his pleaſure, *after they had been well 
examin'd in his Council ; but they 
pretended that after they had been 
receiv'd by the conſent of the three 
Orders, they ſhou'd become Laws of 
* courſe, and be inviolable, fo that the 
Cc 3 King 
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4m. 1588. King ſhou'd not have the power either 


to change or abrogate them in his 
Council. Then they wou'd have an 
abatement of Taxes and Impoſts, but 
ſo much out of meaſure, that they 
took away from the King the megns 
of making that War, in which them- 
{elves had ingag'd him. They wou'd 
alſo that the Council of 7rezt ſhou'd 
be receiv'd abſolutely, and without 
modification. And the famous Attor- 
ney General Jaques de Faye,d” Eſpeſſes, 
who in a great Aſſembly held on that 
occaſion, maintaind with ſtrength of 
reaſon, againſt ſome decrees ot that 
Council, the Prerogatives of the King 
( or Regalia) and the Immunities 
of the Gallicane Church, was fo ill 
treated there, though he had baffled 
the Arch-Biſhop of Lyons, who under- 
took to deſtroy thole Privileges, that 
the King who was affronted in the per- 
ſon of his Attorney, was not a little 
diſpleas'd at their proceedings. 

But above all things chef were ur- 
gent with him, and preisd it with in- 
credible obſlinacy, that the King of 
Navarre, who at the ſame time had 
aſſembled the Eſtates of his Party at 
Rochelk, 
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thoſe at Blow, intimating his deſire of 
a General Council to be ſummon'd, 
where all things might be accommoda- 
ted, ſhou'd from that time forward be 
declar'd -uncapable of ever ſucceeding 
to the Crown. They had made a De- 
cree concerning this, by conſent of 
the three Orders, at the particular 
inſtance of the Order of the Clergy. 
And the King who clearly forelaw the 


terrible conlequences of this unparal- ' 


lePd injuſtice, and who was ply'd in- 
ceſlantly to ſubſcribe it, was not able 
to defend himſelf otherwiſe, than by 
amuſing them with delays, and rubbs 
which he dextrouſly caus'd to be 
thrown in their way, on ſundry pre- 
tences. It was not doubted but that 
the Duke of Guiſe, ( who having rwo 
thirds of the Eſtates tor him, was con- 
ſequently the Maſter there, ) was Au- 
thour of all theſe Propoſitions ſo con- 
trary to the true Intereſts and Autho« 
rity of the King , eſpecially when it 
was evident, that he employ'd all his 
Managers, to cauſe himlelf ro be de- 
clrd in the Eflates, Lieutenant 
General through the whole Kingdom, 

Cc 4 as 
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Supreme Command , withoyt depen- 
dance on the King , and that be pre- 
tended his Prince to be no more his 
Maſter, as not having power to de- 
prive him of a dignity which he was 
to hold, from a Commiſſion given him 
by others. 

All theſe things ſo unworthy of the 
Majeſly of a great King, at the length 
quite wearr'd out his patience ; which 
after ſolong diſlembling his injuries,on 
the ſudden brokeout intothe extremity 
of rage : Inſomucia that thoſe among 
his Confidents, who ardently deſird 
the deſtruction of the Duke for their 
own advantage, found not the leaſt 
trouble , in paſſing on the King for 
truths, many reports and oftentimes 
very groundleſs rumours , which ran 
of the Duke, adding to them that it 
was he , who underhand had drawn 
the Duke of Savoy to poſſeſs himlelt of 
the Marquiſate of Sa/uces , as he had 
Jately done. And this they confident- 
Iy affirmid, though the Duke by his 
own intereſt in the Eſtates , had pro- 
cur'd them to vote a War againſt the 
Sawvoyard, Thus, whether it were 
that 
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that the King had long 
to rid his hands of the Duke of Guiſe, 
in revenge of ſome ancient grudge and 
ca __ —_— qe yy ar 

om him, particularly on that fatal 
day of the Barricades A were it, that 
being ſincerely reconcil'd to him he 
had taken , or perhaps reſum'd that 
reſolution when he ſaw him a againſt 
him in the Eſtates, of which he had 
made himſelf the Maſter, and believe- 
ing his own condition deſperate, if he 
made not haſte to prevent him , 
moſt certain it is, that he deliberated 
no more , but onely concerning the 
manner of executing what he had de- 
termin'd. 

He had onely two ways to chuſe, 
the one by juſtice, firſt committing 
him, and afterwards making his pro- 
ceſs ; the other by Fat , which was 
to have him ſlain. He manag\d this 
conſultation with exceeding ſecrecy , 
admitting onely four or five of his 
Confidents, on whom he moſt rely'd. 
One of theſe was Beauvas Nangis , 
who having ſerv'd the King well, in 
his Army againſt the Reyters, was re- 
ſtor'd ſo fully to his favour, that in 
recompence 
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4m. 1583 recompence of the Command ,. of Co» 


lonel of the French Infantry , which 
the Duke. of Eſpernon , had got over 
his head, he made him afterwards Ad- 
miral of France, though he never en- 
joy'd that great dignity, which he had 
onely under the Signet. 

This Lord , who was as prudent, 
and temperate in Council, as prompt 
and daring in execution, concluded 
for the methods of Juſtice , maintain- 
ing that they were not onely the 
more honeſt, but alſo the more fafe, 
becauſe the fear alone which wou'd 
poſleſs the Duke's party , leſt they 
thou'dkill him, in caſe they attempted 
to deliver him by force, and by that 
means hinder the courſe of Juſtice, 
wou'd ſtop all manner of ſuch procee- 
ding, and reſtrain them within the 
terms of Duty. That after all, if he 
were once made Priſoner, which might 
be done without noiſe or tumult, it 
wou'd be eaſte to give him ſuch Judges, 
as ſhou'd ſoon ditpatch his Tryal, and 
that aiterwards he might be executed 
in Priſon, according to the Laws. 
But if on the contrary , they ſhou'd 
enter crudely on ſo bloudy an execu- 
tion, 
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tion, there was danger leſt that 4m, 1588. 
action which was never to be well 


juſtified, and which the Leaguers 
wou'd certainly cauſe to paſs in the 
World, for tyrannical and perfidious, 

might raiſe a rebellion in the greateſt 
| part of France, which had already 
declard ſo loudly for that Prince , 
whom they regarded as the pillar of 
Religion, and wou'd afterwards look 
on as the Martyr of it. But the reſt, 
who believ'd it impoſſible on that oc- 
caſion, to obſerve theordinary forms of 
Law and Juſtice, and-thought that the 
Head being once cut off, the Body of 
the League wou'd immediately fall 
like a dead Body , were of opinion 
that he ſhou'd be diſpatch'd with all 
poſſible ſpeed, which was eaſfie to per- 
form, eſpecially in the Caſtle , where 
the Duke was almoſt hourly in the 
King's power , whom he had in no 
manner of difiruſt, as ſufficiently ap- 
pear'd by his Lodging there. 

In the mean time 'tis moſt certain , 
that this ſecret was not kept ſo cloſe, 
but that he receiv'dadvertiſement from 
morethan one, of his imminent danger, 


and that his death already was reſolv'd. 
And 
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| Am. 1588. And he lighted not ſo much theſe in- 


formations, as intrepid as he was , or 
as he affe&ted to appear, by replying 
continually , they dare not , but that 
two or three days before his death, he 
conſulted on this affair, which ſo near- 
ly concern'd him, with the Cardinal 
of Guiſe, his Brother, the Arch-Biſhop 
of Lyons, the Preſident de Neuily, the 
Provoſt of the Merchants , and the 
Steur de Mandrevile Governour of St. 
Menehoud, on whom he principally 
rely'd. In weighing thoſe proofs which 
in a manner were indubitable, that a 
deſign was laid againſt him , they 
were unanimouſly of opinion that the 
ſafeſt courſe was to be taken, and that 
under ſome pretence or other , he 
ſhou'd inſtantly retire. Excepting 
onely the Arch-Biſhop, who continu'd 
obſtinate to the contrary , fortifying 
bis opinion with this argument , that 
fince he was upon the point, of car- 
rying all things in the Eſtates accor- 
ding to his with, he ran the hazard of 
looſing all by leaving them. And , 
that for.the reſt, it was not credible 
that the King ſhou'd be fo 1ll advis'd, 
as to incur the manifeſt danger of ruin- 
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ing himſelf, by ſtriking that unhap- 4m; 1588. 


py blow. To which Mandrevile re- 
ly'd, Swearing, that for a man of 
nſe as he was, he was the worſt 
Arguer he ever knew. For, faid he, 
you talk of the King, as it he were a 
wary and cool-headed Prince, looking 
before him at every ſtep, and will not 
underſtand that he 1s onely a hot-brain'd 
Fool , who thinks no farther than how 
to execute, what his two baſe paſſions, 
Fear and Hatred which poſſeſs him, 
have once made fink into his imagina- 
tion, and never conſiders what a wiſe 
man ought to do on this occaſion. 
It were a folly therefore, for the Duke 
to hazard himſelf in ſuch a manner, 
and to be moy'd by ſo weak a reaſon, 
to looſe all in a moment. 

'Tis wonderfull toobſerve, that the 
moſt clear ſighted men, who have itin 
their power if they will uſe the means 
before them,to avoid that which iscall'd 
their Deſtiny, after the misfortune is 
happen'd, thou'd ſuffer themſelves to 
be dragd and hurried to it as it were 
by ferce, in ſpight of their underſtan- 
ding and their torefight , which their 
ewn raſhneſs, and not a pretended fa- 
tality 
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Am. 1588. tality renders unprofitable to them, 


'Tis reported that the Duke of Gwiſe, 
confeſs'd that this dſ{icourſe of Mandre- 
vile carried the greater force of reaſon, 
yet nevertheleſs he added, that having 
gone ſo far forward as he then was, 
ifhe ſhou'd ſee death coming in at the 
Windows upon him , he wou'd not 
give one ſtep backward to the door, 


"though by ſo doing, he were certain 


to avoid it. Nevertheleſs tis very 
probable, that the incouragement. he 
had to ſpeak with ſo much loftineſs 
and reſolution, was the aſſurance , 
which he thought he had , that the 
King, whoſe Genzus he knew, particu- 
larly ſince the day when he enter'd in- 
to the Lowvre, where the Duke gave 


_ himſelf for loſt, wou'd never af- 


terwards dare to take up ſo bold a 
reſolution as to kill him. 

Tis certain, that when the Sear de 
Vins, one of his greateſt Confidents, 
had written to hum from Provence , 
that he ſhou'd beware of keeping ſo 
near the King, and not rely on thoſe 
large teſtimonies of hisafie&tion, which 
he ſaid he had receiv'd , the Duke an- 
ſwer'd him, that he reposd not the 
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hopes of his own ſafety on the King's 4m*: 1588. 


Vertue, whom he knew to be ill na- 
turd, and a Hypocrite, but on his 
Judgment and on his Fear, becauſe it 
was not credible , but he muſt needs 
underſtand, that he himſelf was ruin'd 
in caſe he made any attempt againſt 
his perſon. But he learnt at his own 
coſt, by the unhappy experiment 
which he made, that it had been bet- 
ter for him to have follow'd the wiſe 
advice which was given him, and 
which he himſelf had approv'd, than 
a bare conje&ture, and the impulſe of 
his inborn generoſity, which his blou- 
dy and lamentable death, as things are 
commonly judg'd by their event, has 
caus'd to paſs in the World for an 
eflect of the greateſt raſhnels. 

It ought not here to be expetted, 
that I ſhou'd dwell on an exa& and 
long deſcription of all the circumſtan- 
ces of that tragical action, which has 
been ſo untortunate to France, and ſo 
il receiv'd inthe World. Beſides that 
they are recounted, in very different 
manners, by the Hiſtorians of one and 
"the other Religion, according to their 
diticrent patizons, and that the greateſt 
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Ann. 1588. part of them are either falſe, or have 
WA 


_ 


little in them worth obſervation ; the 
thing was done with ſo great facility, 
and precipitation, and withall, in ſo 
brutal a manner, that it cannot be roo 
haſtily paſs'd over : this then is the 
plain and ſuccind relation of it. 

After that the Brave Grifon, Metre 
de Camp of the Regiment of Guards 
had generouſly refus'd to kill the Duke 
of Guiſe, unleſs in ſingle Duel, and in 
an honourable way, the King had re- 
courſe to Lognac, the firſt Gentleman 
of his Chamber , and Captain of the 
forty five, who promis'd him eighteen 
or twenty of the moſt reſolute a- 
mongſt them, and for whom he durſt 
be anſwerable. They were of the 
number of thoſe whom the Duke of 
Guiſe , who had always a diſtruſt of 
thoſe Gaſcons# as creatures of the Duke 
of Eſpernon, had formerly demanded 
that they might be diſmiſsd , from 
which requeſt he had afterwards de- 
ſiſted. Inſomuch that it may be ſaid 
he foreſaw the misfortune that atten- 
ded him, withont being able to avoid 
it. For, on Friday the twenty third 
of December, being enter'd about 
eight 
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eight of the Clock in the Morning, 4! $88. 


into the great Hall , where the King 
had intimated on Thurſday night, 
that he intended to hold the Council 
very early, that he might afterwards 
go to Noſtre dame de Clery; ſome 
came to tell him that His Majeſty ex- 
pected him in the old Cloſſet, yet he 
was not there, but in the other which 
looks into the Garden. Upon this , 
he aroſe from the fire ſide, where fin- 
ding himſelf ſomewhat indiſpos'd, he 
had been ſeated ; and paſs'd through 
a narrow Entry , which was on one 
ſide the Hall, into the Chamber, where 
he found Lognac with ſevenor eight of 
the forty five: the King himſelf having 
caus'd them to enter into that room 
very ſecretly before day-break : the 
reſt of them were poſted in the old 
Cloſſet, and all of cham had greas 
Ponyards hid under their Cloaks , ex- 
petting onely the coming of the Duke 
of Guiſe , to make ſure work with 
him whether it were in the Chamber 
or in the Cloſlſet, in caſe he ſhow'd re» 
tire thither for his defence. | 

There needed not fo great a prepa- 
ration for the killing of a ſingle man, 
Dd who 


—_ 


4.02 


The Hiflory of the League. 


Ann. 1588. who came thither without diſtruſt of 


Co 


any thing that was deſign'dagainſt him : 
and who holding his Hat in one hand, 
and with the other the lappet of his 
Cloak, which he had wrapt under his 
left Arm, was in no condition of de- 
fence. In this poſture he advanc'd to- 
wards the old Cloſict , faluting very 
civilly as his cuſtome was, thole Gen- 
tlemen who made ſhew of attending 
him out of reſpect, as far as the door. 
And as in lifting up the Hangings, with 
the help of one of them, he iloop'd to 
enter, he was ſuddenly ſeizd by the 
Arms, and by the Legs ; and at the 
ſame inſtant ſtruck into the Body be- 
fore, with five or ſix Ponyards , and 
from behind, into the Nape of the 
Neck, and the Throat , which hin- 
der'd him from ſpeaking one ſingle 
word, of all that he is made to fay, 
or ſo much as drawing out his Sword. 
All that he cou'd do, was to drag a- 
Jong his Murtherers, with the laſt and 
ſtrongeſt effort that he cou'd make, 

ſtrugling and ſtriving till he fell down 

at the Beds-Feet, where ſome while 

aſter, with a deep Groan, he yielded 

up his breath. 

The 
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The Cardinal of Guiſe, and Arch- m,c$29. 
Biſhop of Lyons, who were in the Www 


Council Hall, riſing up at the Noiſe, 
with intention of running to his aid, 
were made Priſoners by the Marſhals 
D' Aumont and de Retz : At the ſame 
time the Cardinal of Bourbon was alſo 
ſeizd in the Caſtle, rogether with 
Anne a4” Eſte Dachels of Nemours, and 
Mother of the Guzſes , and the Prince 
of Foinvile, the Dukes of Elbexf, and 
Nemours, Brifſac and Boiſdauphin with 
many other Lords, who were Confi- 
dents of the Duke, and Pericard his 
Secretary. And in the mean time the 
Grand Prevoſt of the King's Houſe 
went with his Archers to the Chamber 
of the third Eſtate, in the Town- 
Hcouſe, and there arreſted the Preſt- 
dent Neuz4y, the Prevoſt of Merchants, 
the Sheritls Compan and Cotte-Blanch, 
who were Deputies for Pars , and 
ſome other notorious Leagaers. 

This being done, the King himſelf 
brought the News of it to the Queen 
Mother, telling her that now he was 
a real King tince he had cut off 
the Duke of Guiſe. At which that 
Pr:ncels being -much ſurprisd and 

Dd 2 mov'd, 
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Am. 1588. mov'd,, asking him if he had made 
- proviſion againſt future accidents , he 


anſwer'd her in an angry kind of tone, 
much differing from his accuſtom'd 
manner of ſpeaking to her , that ſhe 
might ſer her heart at reſt, for he had 
taken order for what might happen, 
and ſo went out ſurlily to go to Maſs ; 

et before he went , he ſent particu- 

rly to Cardinal Gond7, and to the 
Cardinal Legat Moroſini, and inform'd 
them both of what had paſsd, with 
his reaſons to juſtify his procee- 
dings. 

Davila the Hiſtorian reports, that 
before he went to Maſs, the King met 
the Legat, and walking with him a 
long time, gave him all his reaſons 
for that a&tion , which he takes the 
pains to ſet down at large, as it he had 
been preſent at that long Conference, 
and that he had heard,(without looſing 
one ſingle word; ) all the King faid to 
the Cardinal, together with the Car- 
dinal's politique reflexions upon it, and 
his reply to the King's diſcourſe. For 
he tells us, that the Legat fearing to 
leſten Henry's affetion to the Holy 
See, aſſurd him that the Pope as be- 
ws 
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ing a common Father , wou'd liſten * Am; 1588. 


favourably to his excuſes, and withall 
exhorted him to make War againſt the 
Huguenots , that he might make de- 
monſtrations of his ſincerity, and that 
it might be evident, he kilPd not the 
Duke of Guiſe , the great Enemy of 
the Heretiques, out of intention to 
favour the King of Navarre and that 


arty. 
, Headds, thatthe King promis'd him, 
and confirm'd it with an Oath , that 
provided the Pope wou'd joyn with 
him he wou'd proceed to make War 
againſt them, with more eagerneſs 
than ever, and wou'd not ſuffer any 
other Religion but the Rowan Catho- 
lique in his Kingdom. That after this 
ſolemn Proteſtation , the Legat 
judg'd it not GE , to proceed 
any farther in the Conference, and 
that withour ſaying any thing for the 
preſent in favour of the Prelates who 
were Priſoners, he continued to treat 
with him in the fame manner he had 
ugd formerly: There are thoſe alſo 
who are bold enough to affirm , that 
by the freedom of his a&tion and car- 
riage , While he was diſcourſing with 
Dd 3 the 
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#rn. 1588. the King , ſometimes whiſpering to 


him, and ſometimes. laughing with 
him, it was believ'd that the King had 
done nothing without the conſent and 
privity of the Pope: And they aud 
with Davila, that this carr.age of the 
Cardinal, gave the King cnccurage- 
ment to proceed yet farther, and to 
cauſe the Cardinal of Gaiſe to be alſo 
ſlain; as obſerving that he made fo 
light a matter of the impritonment of 
Prelates. 

You ſee thele Authours have related 
with great ſeriousneſsand gravity, asan 
undoubted truth,the paſſages of thiscon- 
ference which they lay was publiquely 
beheld, inthe Court of the Caſtle of 


Blais. Notwithſlanding which, 'tis alla 


moſt maniteſt falichood; and all that 
Dawila has ſaid 1n relation toit, 1s no 
better than one of thoſe fitions which 
oncly Poets have Authority to make. 
The proof of this amounts to no leſs 
than a demonſtration, and leaves not 
a ſcruple remaining to be fatisfi'd. We 
have the Printed Memoires of Cardi- 
nal Moroſin!'s Life, written in 1taliay, 
in an Elegant and Ma nly ſtyle , by 
Men ignor Stephano Coſmi , Archbiſhop 
of 
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of Spalato; who did me the honour 4m._1588. 


to ſend them to me from Yenice more 
than three years (ſince. And 'tis evi- 
dent from the Letters of this Cardinal 
Legat, to Cardinal Montalto, Nephew 
of Pope Sixtus the fitth, to whom he 
gives a molt exact account, of all the 
pallages on the twenty third of Þe- 
cember, and the following davs, that 
whatſoever importunity he had ugd 
at the requeſt of Madam de Nemours, 
to obtain an Audience of the King, 
on the morning of that day, the en- 
trance even of the Caſtle was refusd 
to him, notwithſtanding that he us'd 
his utmoſt endeavours at the Gate to 
get admiſſion, and that he cou'd never 
procure an Audience till the twenty 
ſixth, which was three days after the 
Murther of the Cardinal. After this 
what will become of all rhote fine dif- 
courles, and all the particular circum- 
ſtances of that pretended Conterence 
in the Caſtle Court, on the twenty 
third ? and of that eafie and uncon- 
cern'd, or rather light behaviour 
of the Cardinal to the King , when 
he whifper'd in his Ear and laugh'd ſo 
heartily ; which gave men occaſion 
Dd 4 to 
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4m. 1588. to believe, that according to his Or- 


ders from Rome, he was of intelligence 
with the King, who ſeeing him fo me- 
rily diſpos'd, was reſoly'd to-proſecute 
his deſign yet farther, and to rid his 
hands of the Cardinal of Guiſe ? What 
elſeis this, than to turn Hiſtory in- 
to Romance ; as on this very occaſion 
two Proteſtant Writers have alſo done, 
I mean 4' Aubigne, and the Authour 
of the Diſcourle of that which paſsd 
at Blots, untill the death of the Duke 
of Guiſe? And our Catho/zque Hiſto- 
rians who have follow'd their Autho- 
rity, having ſufler'd themſelves to 
be imposd on by thoſe Zugnenots , 
have conſequently imposd upon their 
Readers. There is ſo httle appearance 
that the complaiſant Diſcourſes of 
the Legat Morofini, had given the 
King occaſion to reſolve on the death 
of the Cardinal de Guiſe, that you ſee 
on the contrary he refusd to grant 
him an Audience, becauſe he wou'd 
not hear what he cou'd urge in favour 
of that Cardinal, whoſe death already 
was determin'd, 

In effe&t, that Cardinal grown del- 
perate by reaſon of his Brother's death, 
having 
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having utter'd in the firſt tranſports of Am.1588- 


his grief and fury, all that thoſe paſſi. 
ons cou'd poſlibly inſpire into a man of 
his hot temper, inthe moſt opprobrious 
and affronting terms he coud invent 
againſt the perſon of the King ; that 
Prince thereby more incensd than e- 
ver, and fearing all things from the 
revenge of his violent and haughty 
Soul, who was almoſt as formidable 
to him as his Brother, Swore he ſhou'd 
die for it. That which provok'd him 
more to hold this reſolution, was the 
report which had been made to him, 
that the Cardinal had the impudence 
to fay, that he ſhou'd not die, before 
he held the King's Head to be ſhav'd 
and made a Monk of him ; for theſe 
are the very words of the King in his 
Letter of the 24th. of December, to 
the Marquis Piſant, his Ambaſladour 
at Rome. 

Nevertheleſs, they had trouble e- 
nough to find out men , who wou'd 
undertake the Execution of this Order, 
Thoſe of the 45 who had Ponyar- 
ded the Duke, refus'd in plain terms 
to embrue their hands in the bloud of 
a Cardinal, a Prieſt, and A — 
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on four Souldiers, who not having fo 
much Honour as thoſe Gentlemen , 
offer'd themſelves to kill him for four 
hundred Crowns , which were pro- 
mis'd them. So that after the wretch- 
ed Cardinal was return'd by little and 
little from the extravagance of his 
Paſlion,and had paſs'd the remainder of 
the day, and the greateſt part of the 
night following inPrayers , with the 
Archbiſhop of Lyoxs,in a little Chamber 
where they conteſs'dthemſelves to each 
other, one came to tell him in the 
morning about ten of the Clock, that 
the King ask'd for him : then having 
recommended his Soul to God , and 
receiv'd yet once more the benedicti- 
on of the Archbiſhop, who believing 
that he himſelf ſhou'd likewiſe die , 
exhorted him to receive his death 

with conſtancy of mind, and like a 
Chriſtian , he went out , and percei- 

ving the Souldiers who expected him 

in an obſcure 2-3 , he cover'd his 

Face with his Cloak , and leaning his 

Body againſt the Wall, ſuffer'd him- 

ſelf to be wounded , with ſtrong 

thruſts of their Hallbards, without 
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giving the leaſt Groan or ſigh, or even 4m. 1588. 


ſhaking in the leaſt, till ke fell down 
dead ar the Feet of his inhumane Mur- 
therers. 
His Body together with his Bro- 
ther's, were put into the hands of a 
Chirurgeon , who conſum'd the Fleſh 
with unſlak'd Lime, and then burn'd 
the Bones in a Chamber of the Caſtle, 
that they might not come into the 
poſſeſſion of the Leaguers, who wou'd' 
be ſure to have us'd them, to inflame 
the people who were his Idolaters, and 
to have made reliques of them, to 
which they wou'd have paid the fame 
Honours, as are given to the Bones 
of Martyrs. Thus periſh'd in the mid- 
dle of his courſe, one of the moſt 1l- 
luſtrious men who ever liv'd ; at the 
age of 42 years, Henry of Lorrain , 
Duke of Guiſe, who by theincompa- 
rable perfe&tions of his Body , of his 
Mind, and of his Soul , which made 
him admird even by his Enemies , 
had merited all that Fortune ſeem'd to 
be preparing for him, had he not pre- 
ſum'd to have puſh'd it beyond the 
bounds, which the providence of God 
to whom it is ſubſervient , had pre- 
{cr:bd hun, For 
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For in concluſion, the following e- 
vents have made it evident, that the 
divine providence which diſpoſes So- 
vereignly of Empires, had ordain'd 
to take away that of France, from the 
Family of Yalos, and to transfer it to 
the Houſe of Bourbon ; and by conſe- 
mays whatever was ſet up in oppo- 

ition to this eternal Decree, muſt fall 

ander it at laſt ; neither Conſpiracies, 
nor Leagues, nor Fortune, nor any 
power on Earth, being able to reſiſt 
it. 

In the mean time the violent death 
of thoſe Princes, far from bringin 
thoſe advantages to the King , which 
he had promis'd himſelf from it, and 
which his paſſion had repreſented to 
him through falſe optiques, as excee- 
ding great and moſt afſur'd , threw 
him headlong on the ſudden into a 
more deplorable condition, than that 
which he thought he had. eſcap'd. 
He well knew after he had conſider'd, 
What he had done in cold Bloud, that 
the Murther of the Cardinal of Guiſe, 
wou'd be extremely offenſive to the 
Pope, and that it was neceſſary he 
ſhou'd endeavour to appeaſe him , _ 
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hand, and was not of a temper to en« 
dure the leaſt affront to his Authori- 
ty , ſhou'd declare himſelf for the 
Leagne in oppoſition to him, which as 
yet he had not done: In conſideration 
of which, he writ a Note to the Le- 
gat on Chriſtmas day , in theſe very 
words which follow. 

« Now at laſt I am a King, and am 
« reſolv'd from henceforth, not to ſuf- 
& fer my ſelf to be affronted : I will 
« -ive them to underſtand, and make 
« them feel whoſoever they are, who 
&« dare to attacque me , that I will al- 
«*.ways remain 1n this generous reſqlu- 
* tion, following therein the example 


* of our Holy Father the Pope, whoſe 


* common ſaying it is, that we muſt 
©* make our ſelves be obey'd, and py- 
&* niſh thoſe who injure us. And ſince 
© I have accompliſh'd my purpoſe ac- 
* cording to this Maxim, to morrgw 
« I will tee you. Farewell. 
Accordingly on the twenty ſixth of 
December, the Legat had a logg Au- 
dience : wherein the King having in» 
form'd him of the reaſons which he 
had to kill the Duke and a 
too 
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ted within himſelf, and oppos'd his 
own Arguments with all manner of 
ſeverity, for ſix days together ; ahd 
during all that time , was firmly re- 
ſolv'd not to have come to thoſe extre- 
mities for fear of offending Almighty 
God. But at length conſidering that 
He who had made him a King , made 
it part of his duty to maintain himſelf 
in that Dignity , and that the Pope 
had ſent him word by Monfteur de Lux- 
embourg, and had often ſpoken to the 
ſame purpoſe to the Cardinal of Foyeuſe, 
that he ought to make himſelf be 0- 
bey'd, and puniſh thoſe who affronted 
him ; he had accordingly reſolv'd to 
prevent them, by taking their lives, 
rather than ſtay , till his own were 
taken by them: the deſign of which 
they had already laid. And if he had 
not proceeded by the ordinary forms 
of Juſtice, the reaſon was, that in the 
low condition to which they had re- 
duc'd him, 'twas impoſſible to make 
uſe of Law. 

To this the Legat, who had leiſure 
in the mean time, to conſider of what 
be ought to fay, anſwerd , without 
mentioning 
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mentioning the Duke of Guiſe's death, 41m-_1588- 
that he thought it his duty to adver- gu 


tiſe him , that ſuppoſing the Cardinal 
had been guilty , yet his Majeſty in 
cauſing him to be put to death as he 
had done, had incurrd the Cenſures, 
contain'd in the Bull, calld I» Cena 
Domini ; as much as thoſe who had 
executed his Orders, and either coun- 
ſell'd or approv'd that ation. That 
therefore it was his duty toask pardon, 
and abſolution of his Siri from the 
Pope, who alone was able to give it 
him, and in the mean time he ought 
to abſtain from entring into the 
Church. 

The King, ſurpriz'd exceedingly at 
ſo brisk a declaration , anſwerd him, 
that there was no Sovereign Prince , 
who was not endued with power, to 
puniſh his Eccleſiaſtical Subjets for 
crimes of-High Treaſon, and more ef- 
pecially when his own Life was con- 
cern'd in them : for which reaſon, he 
believ'd not that he had incurr'd any 
manner of cenſure , principally con- 
ſidering that the Kings of Fraxce have 
the privilege to be exempted from 
excommunication. *Tis certain that 
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1 Am. 1988. he fail'd not on Newycars day to per- 
WY form his Devotions, in ceremony with 
the Knights of the Order, and to com- 
municate publiquely in the Church of 
Saint Saquvenr. And when the Legaz 
had made complaint concerning it, he 
ſent to him the Sieur de Revol, Secre- 
tary of State, who ſhew'd him a Bre- 
viat of the 21ſt. of July, in the year 
foregoing, by which the Pope permit- 
ted bim to chuſe what Conteſſour he 
pleas'd, and who in virtue of that 
Breviat , had power to abſolve him 
| from all manner of crimes, even the 
| moſt enormous , from all thoſe parti- 
cular caſes reſerv'd to the Pope's own 
perſon, from all cenfures and Eccleſi- 
aſtical puniſhments, even thoſe which 
are contain'd in the Bull which is 
calld In Cana Domini, And the .Se- 
cretary added, that though the King 
by virtue of his Privileges had no 
need of that "mp 4m , in order to his 
frequenting the Sacraments, yet it was 
paſt all manner of diſpute, rhat having 
it, he might communicate without 
either ſcruple or ſcandal, after havin 
receivid Abſolution from his Confeſ- 
ſour. The Legat having nothing to 


reply 
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reply to this, ſaid no more, and fatif- Anm.1588- 


f'd himſelf with the remonſtrance 
which he had made. 

But Pope Sixtus ſtopt not there, for 
he was ſtrangely tranſported againſt his 
Legat whom he accusd of Cowardiſe, 
becauſe that having ſeen a-Cardinal 
Murther'd, he had not publiſhd the 
cenſures againſt the King with -the In- 
rerdiftions, even though it ſhou'd 
have coſt him (as he faid ) an hundred 
Lives. He teſtifi'd his reſentment of 
it to the Marquis de Piſany the King's 
Ambaſſadour at Rowe , with much 
ſharpneſs, as alſo to Cardinal de Foyenſe 
Protetour of France , and yer more 
yehemently to the Sacred College in 
full Conſiflory, though the Cardinal 
de Saint Croix ſpeaking to him imme- 
diately before, had told him, that ha- 
ving conſulted the Books of the 
Doctours on this Subje&, he had there 
read, that a King who had found a 
Cardinal plotting againſt his Eſtate, 
might cauſe him to be put to death , 
without either form or figure of Pro- 
ceſs, and that he had no need of abfo- 
lution in ſuch a cate. The Pope was 
incensd at this freedom which he took, 
E e and 
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never grant any favour, nor wou'd 
ſuffer any conſiſtorial Remiſſion to 
be made, before the King had ſent to 
beg Abſolution, which yet ſhou'd 
not be granted him, till the whole bu- 
fineſs had been throughly examin'd in 
a Congregation of Cardinals , which 
he eſtabliſh'd for that purpole. 

The King was very willing, that the 
Pope if he 1o pleas'd , ſhou'd give him 
yet another abſolution , which cou'd 
have done him no prejudice , though 
he believ'd it not tobe neceſſary. But 
he wou'd by no means allow that it 
ſhou'd be juridically ſcann'd, whether 
he had the right of puniſhing his Sub- 
jets as he had done. Upon which, 
the Cardinal de Foyeuſe made no ſcru- 
ple of remonſtrating to the Pope, with 
all the refpe&t which was due to his 
Holineſsythat the beſt and moſt devout 
Catholiques of France, ( they are his 
very words ) held not for authentique 
the opinions which were receiv'd at 
Rome, 1n that which concerns not the 
Doctrine and Tradition of the Church, 
(in both which, there was no difle- 
rence betwixt Rome and France ) _ 
that 
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that in France, they held the Prero- 4m. 1588. 


gatives or Rights of the King, to be 
much greater than they were thought 
at Rome, and they believ'd themſelves, 
to ſtand on ſo ſure Foundations for 
what they held, that they wou'd not 
depart from it on any conſiderations 
whatever. That in this particular 
Fact, the King wou'd not want moſt 
Zealous Catholiques to maintain, that 
not onely his Majeſty, who has an eſ- 
pecial privilege toſtand exempred from 
Excommunication , but that alſo the 
meaneſt man can incur no cenſures for 
having done a thing which is ofabſolute 
neceſlity, for the preſcrvation ofhis li- 
berty, and of his Life. And that 
which way foever it be deter- 
min'd, yet his Majeſty was abſolv'd 
by the Authority of his Holineſs him- 
ſelf, in virtue of the Breviat which he 
had granted him. 

To which the Pope made no other 
reply than this, that it belong'd to 
hum to interpret his own Breviat, and 
that it ought onely to be underſtood of 
crimes committed, before the Breviat 
was given , and not of thoſe which 
were committed afterwards. But one 
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the Roman Court, had the confidence 
to make itappear, by a writing which 
was ſent to the King , that this Bre- 
viat being conceiv'd as it was in genc- 
ral terms, without any reſtriction, ex- 
tended as well to the future as to the 
paſt, In the meantime, the Pope as 
it were by immediate "in (piration , 
changing his Humour on the ſudden , 
began to tell the Cardinal, that he ac- 
knowledg'd the King had great provo- 
cations to doe what he had dons ; - that 
God had ſuffer'd the Cardinal of Gai/e 
and the Duke his Brother, to die in 
that manner for their Sins ; That the 
League had ruin'd the affairs of France, 
and even the Catholigue Religion it 
ſelf: That it was at no time lawfull to 
take up Arms againſt the will of the 
Sovereign, for 1t never ſucceeded hap- 
pily : That hecall'd that very Cardinal 
to witneſs what he had formerly told 
him concerning this, and that he had 
then propheſy d what fince had hap- 
pend. 

The Cardinal raviſh'd with joy to 
hear the Pope ſpeak after this manner, 
gave him his moſt humble acknow- 
ledgments, 
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him always to perſiſt in ſo juſt an opi- 
nion, without ſuffering himſelf ro be 
imposd on, by the artifices of the Spa- 
niards and the Leaguers. But when 
he perceiv'd that after all this fair diſ- 
courſe the Pope, according to the ob- 
ſtinacy of his temper which was never 
to be mov'd, when once he had fix'd 
his reſolution, ſtill continu'd to ſul- 
pend all the expeditions, till the King 
had ſent to deſire abſolution, he had 
the courage to tell him plainly , that 
this ſuſpenſion which was prejudicial to 
the ſervice of God , the ſalvation of 
Souls, and even to the authority of the 
Holy See, cou'd be laid to no other 
man's charge, but the whole burthen 
of it wou'd fall on the Conſcience of 
his Holineſs. And that all the evils 
which ariſe from the long vacancies 
of Churches, wou'd be imputed to 
him onely not to the King, who had 
done on his part what he ought , by 
naming, ( or preſenting) men to 
Biſhopricks and Abbies according to 
the Concordat, and that in mean time 
they who were thus preſented to the 
Prelacy, had wherewithall ro comfort 
EE 1 tem» 
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enjoying their Oeconomats a longer 
time,without putting themſelves to the 
trouble of providing and ſending to 
Rome ſo much money, tor obtaining the 
Apoſtolical Proviſions. And after all, 
it might well happen that the King , 
mov'd by the remonſtrances of the 
French Clergy and even of the Eſtates 
themſelves, which were till afſſem- 
bled at Blozs, and alſo becauſe his no- 
minations were refus'd at Rome, might 
ſer all things again upon the Founda- 
tion of the ancient right , in which 
caſe there wou'd be no more trudging 
trom France to Rome , but onely for 
the confirmation of three or four pri- 
macies, and thoſe too to be expedited 
graty. 

In fine, this prudent and honeſt 
Cardinal , concluded his long dif- 
patches by .the advice he gave the 
King, that according to the opinion 
of the wiſeſt men, and thoſe who 
meant him beſt, the longer he delaid 
to ſend, or write to his Holineſs, in 
caſe either of them were his intention, 
the more fatisfaQtion he ſhou'd receive, 
provided that his affairs proſper'd at 
home. 
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home. For added he, your Majeſty 4m. 1428. 
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has nothing more to hope or fear, but 
onely from your own management, 
and you are to expe that as matters 
go well or illin France, you ſhall be 
treated here accordingly. So that to 
know how you ſtand ingrace at Rome, 
you will have no need to be intorm'd, 
by your Ambaſſadours diſpatches or 
by mine , you will find the trueſt In- 
tilligence from day to day by your 
own ſucceſs. 

The event verif'd his prediCtion, 
for ſome time after S;xtus perceiving 
that the League grew exceeding pow- 
erfull, and the King much weaker 
by the Revolt of the greateſt part of 
* France, caus'd a thundering Monitory 
to be poſted up at Rome againſt him, 
in which he declares at the firſt daſh, 
that the King had incurr'd the Excom- 
munication provided by the Canons, 
for the Murther committed on the 
perſon of a Cardinal. 

The death of the Duke of Guzſe , 
was yet more ruinous to his affairs , 
and produc'd an effect quite contrary 
to what he had expected from it. He 
believ'd, that having cut oft the Head 
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of the League, it wou'd thenceforth be 
no more than a body without lite or 
motion, and that he ſhou'd then be 
abſolute Maſter and truly a King , 
as he had us'd to ſay. But it was not 
long before he found how much he 
had deceiv'd himſelf. His ſuppoſition 
may come to paſs, when a faction is 
weak in its beginning, and that they 
who are enter d into it are irreſolute, 
wavering betwixt their firſt fury, 
which has hurri'd them into a Rebelli- 
on, and their fear of a Maſter juſtly 
incens'd againſt them, whom they al- 
ſo ſee well arm'd, and in-condition to 
take Vengeance on them, as well as 
on their Head, in caſe they prove obſti- 
nate in their revolt. But here all 
things were in a contrary poſture ; 
the League had taken root ſo deeply 
in the peoples Hearts, that there was 
no probability it ſhou'd be torn our, 
at one ſingle pull : and thefa&tion was 
too ſtrongly ſupported both within 
the Kingdom and without it, to beget 
a reaſonable hope that it wou'd eatily 
be deſtroy'd. On the other fide, that 
love and reſpe& , which the French 
have naturally for their Kings, was - 

| maſt 
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moſt wholly extinguiſh'd in the grea- 4m- 1588. 


ter part of them, in reference to Hen- 
ry the third, who was equally hated 
both by Zuguenots and Leagaers , and 
ſo very much deſpisd , eſpecially by 
the laſt, that he was not fear'd by any 
one. 

Thus inſtead of arming himſelf as he 
ought in reaſon to have done, atter ſo 
terrible a blow as he had given, and ad- 
vancing towards Paris, with all the 
Forces he either had in readineſs, or 
cou'd raiſe immediately, without 
giving leiſure to the Leaguers to reco- 
ver trom their firſt amazement , and 
to provide themſelves of a new Head 
againſt him, He trit'd away his time 
according to his cuſtome, in making 
ſpecious Declarations, and writing fine 
Letters which he ſent far and near, 
wherein amongſt other things which 
he alledg'd for his juſtification, he ſaid 
( what no body then believd, and 
what the Duke of Mayenne poſitively 
denied to the Cardinal Legat, ) that 
he had receiv'd from that Duke, and 
from the Dutcheſs of Awmale , a moſt 
certain information of the Conſpiracy 
which the two Brothers had contriv'd 

> od. againſt 
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ignorant that having done an aftion 
of this nature, a King can never juſti- 
fie it better, than with his Arms 1n his 
hand, and by putting himſelf into a 
condition of forcing the vanquiſh'd to 
approve l1is reaſons, 

And truly by making ſuch an inſig- 
nificant and verbal Apol , ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with the greatneſs of a King, 
he brought his matters to that pals, 
that he was neither believed by his 
own Subjets, nor by Foreigners. 
And was lo unfortunate, that not one- 
ly the Leaguers but even the ZJugue- 
mots themſelves, and principally 
the Gentlemen amongſt them con- 
demn'd his a&ion in moſt reproach- 
full Language, and thought it contra- 
ry to the Genzus of the French Nation. 
In the mean time he was much ſur- 
priz'd, that while he was loſing his 
time in writing and continuing the 
Eſtates, which he held on till three 
weeks after the execution, he heard 
the news that Orleans was revolted 
againſt him; that the Duke of Mayenne, 
(who was advertisd at Lyons of the 
death of his Brothers before Alphonſo 
d' Ornano, 
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to make him Priſoner, or to kill him, 
cou'd arrive there,) had refug'd him» 
ſelf in his Government of Burguxdy, 
where he was Maſter of almoſt all the 
Towns; and eſpecially that Paris had 
reinflam'd the Leagse with moreardour 
than before to revenge the death of the 
two Brothers. 

There is nothing more prodigiouf- 
ly ſtrange inall this Hiſtory, than the 
tranſactions in that great City, when 
they heard the news of this amazing 
accident. The Sixteen, who had it 
firſt, even before the Parliament had 
notice of it, ( ſo great was the negli- 
gence of the Court) commanded im- 
mediately on Chriſtmas-Evening, that 
they ſhou'd ſtand to their Arms in all 
the Wards, ſecurd all the ftrong pla- 
ces, placd Corps de Garde upon the 
Bridges, and in the Squares, and put 
Souldiers into the Houſes of the Polz- 
tiqnes, for by that name they calld 
ſuſpected perſons, that is to fay, all 
thoſe who were not carried away by 
the Torrent of ſo hot-brain'd and furi- 
ous a Faction. Afterwards findin 


themſelves abſolute Maſters of Pars, 
; where 
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to madneſs for the murther of the 
Duke of Gaiſe, were one and all for a 
Revolt, they held a General Aſſem- 
bly at the Town-houſe, where not- 
withſtanding the oppoſition which 
was made by Achilles de Harlay, the 
firſt Preſident, who was in danger of 
his life on that occaſion, they eleed 
the Duke of Aumale their Governour, 
and made amongſt themſelves a more 
ſtrict Union than ever, for defence, as 
they gave out, of their Lives and Li- 
berties, and of the Catholzque Religion. 
In this manner they diſguis'd Rebelli- 
on undera ſpecious name ; which their 
Preachers, and the Doctours of the 
League baul'd out, and thunder'd 
through all Parzs. 

For the Preachers, of whom the moſt 
furious were Pe/etier Boucher, Guin- 
ceſtre, Pigenat, and Aubry the Curats, 
Father Bernard de Montgalliard, ſur- 
nam'd the Petit Feuillant, and the ta- 
mous Cordelier Feu Ardent, Preaching 
in the Pariſhes of Paris, during the 
Chriſtmas Holidays, chang their Ser- 
mons into Satyrs againſt the Sacred 
perſon of the King, and deſcribd fo 
movingly 
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two Brothers, whom they lifted up 
to the Skies as Martyrs, that they 
melted their Audience into tears, and 
nothing but ſighs and groans were 
heard in their well-fll'd Congregati- 
ons. And inſtead of propoſing to them 
the example of St. Stephen, they in- 
ſpird into them the deſire of venge- 
ance. Inſomuch that even they who 
were not diſposd to ſob and cry, and 
who were even ſcandalizd at this man- 
ner of behaviour, which was ſo un- 
worthy of the holy Miniſtery of the 
Goſpel, were conſtrain'd to act their 
parts, and ſqueeze out tears for fear of 
being murther'd, if they had not wept 
tor company. 

'Tis certain that when Guizceſtre 
who had Preach'd the Advent at St. Bar- 
tholomews, had faid in one of his Ser- 
mons, ( after a terrible Declamation 
againſt the King, and lamentation for 
the Duke of Guiſe, ) that it behov'd 
his Auditors tolitt up their hands, eve- 
ry man of them, in token that they 
wou'd revenge his death, and live and 
dic inthe Holy Covenant, which was 
now renewed, the whole Congregatt 

on 
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Am. 1599 on immediately obey'd him, excep- 
-—_ ting onely the firſt Preſident, who that 


day which was the firſt of the Year 
1589, was preſent at the Sermon in 
his Pariſh Church, ſeated overagainſt 
the Preacher. Then that Enthuſta- 
ſtigue Zealot had the impudence toſay 
to him, Lift up your hand too like the 
reſt, you As the firſt Preſident. 
The Leaguers had caus'd a report to 
be ſpread, that this excellent Magi» 
ſtrate, who was known to be a Loyal 
Servant to the King, was one of thoſe 
who advisd the death of the Duke of 
Guiſe ; for which reaſon he was of ne- 
ceſlity to obey , leſt otherwiſe he 
ſhou'd indiſcreetly expoſe himſelf to 
the fury of the multitude, who in caſe 
he had refus'd, had abſolutely believ'd 
the lye which was forg'd againſt him, 
and conſequently had torn him piece- 
meal : He therefore lifted up his hand, 
but to no great height, as an action 
that was forcd from him ; upon which 
that impudent covenanting Preacher, 
had the infolence to bid him lift it 
higher , that the whole Congrega- 
tion might be fatisfiid , he was under 
the ſame obligation with the reſt. _ 
c 
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The Curat of St. Nicholas in the 4.159% 


fields, Francis Pigenat, was yet more 
audacious and more impious, than his 
brother in iniquity. For, making the 
Funeral Oration for the Duke of Guzſe, 
in the Pariſh of St. Fean en Greve, ( as 
it was made in all the Pariſhes of Pa- 
ris and even at the Cathedral of Noftre 
Dame, with more than Royal pomp 
and Ceremonies, ) he roſe to that ex- 
ceſs of fury, as to ask of his Auditors, 
if they cou'd not find one brave Spirit 
amongſt them all, who wou'd under- 
take to revenge the Duke's murther, 
by killing the Tyrant? And more to 
enrage the People, he ſpoke in the 
perſon of the Dutcheſs Dowager to 
the late Duke, who was then big with 
Child and ready to lie down, and 
made her pronounce thoſe terrible im- 
precations of Yirg:/s Dido ; thus imi- 
tated by him. | 


Exoriare aliquis, moſtris ex ofibus 
Ultor, 
Qui face Valeſios, ferroque ſequare Ty- 


Yannos. 


Ariſe 
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Ann. 1589. Ariſe ſome offsprins of my murther'd 
; iſe ſome offspring of my 


Lord ; . 
Revenge him on Valois with Fire and 
Sword. 


Theſe Seditious Preachments occa- 
ſion'd infinite diſorders : but the mor- 
tal ſtroke was given by the ſcanda- 
Jous Decree which the DoCtors made, 
who being blinded with that furious 
paſſion, which poſleſs'd the League, 
and they leading the blind multitude, 
brought them 'to tumble headlong 
with themſelves, into that frightfull 
gult of crimes and of misfortunes. The 
body of the Town which was com- 
pos'd of Leagzers, to authorize that 
horrible revolt which they deſign, 
was of opinion to propole to the Col- 
lege of Sorbonne, not onely by a verbal 
requeſt, but by an Authentique Ad, 
which was ſignd by the Magiſtrate, 
and Seal'd with the Town Seal, theſe 
two important caſes of Conſcience ; 
the one was, Whether the French were 
effettively diſcharg'd from the Oath 
of Allegiance and Faith, which they 
had made to the King 2 the other, 
Whether in Conſcience they might 
Arm, 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Arm, and unite themſelves, and whe- 
ther in order to it, they might raiſe \y 


Money and Contributions for the de- 
_ and preſervation of the Catho- 
ique, Apoſtoliqueand Roman Religion 
in France, in —_—_ to the deteſta- 
ble deſigns and endeavours of the King 
and all his Adherents, ſence he had 
violated the publique Faith at Blois, 
i prejudice of the Catholique Religi- 
on, the Ediit of the Holy Union, and 
the natural liberty of the Eftates > On 
which occaſion, the Faculty aſlem- 
bling on the Seventh of Faxzary, to 
the number of Seventy DoCtors, after 
a ſolemn Proceſſion, and a Maſs of the 
Holy Ghoſt, concluded for the afhr- 
mative, on both the points by a com- 
mon conſent, without ſo much as the 
oppoſition of one man ; ( as the De- 
cree it ſelf informs us, ) and that this 
reſolution ſhou'd be ſent to the Pope, 
ro the end he might approve and con- 
firm it by his Authority, deſiring that 
he word have the goodneſs to ſuccour 
the Galicane Church, which ſuffer'd 

-under great oppreſlions. 
To confeſs the truth, this Decree 
gave great ſcandal ; and the Huguenots 
rt who 
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Am. 1589. Who were not wanting to report it 


word for word, and to make an Exa- 
men of it in their Writings, drew a 
great advantage from it, to inſult o- 
ver our Divines, of whom they had rea- 
ſon to fay that both their Dodtrineand 
their Morals in this reſpeCt, are dire@- 


| Iy oppoſiteto the word of God, which 


reaches us the quite contrary. But 'tis 
eaſie to anſwer them, by letting them 
know, whatis moſt true, namely that 
this Decree was palsd by a faction of 
ſeditious Doftours ; Boucher, Prevoſt, 
Aubry, Bourgoin, Pel[:tier, and feven 
or eight old Doctors, who were vio- 
lent Leaguers, and alſo of the Council 
of Sixteen, drew after them by their 
Cabals, and by their inveterate ma- 
lice, fifty or threeſcore Doctors, the 
greateſt part of whom were thoſe 
young, hot-headed, and turbulent fel- 
lows whom we have already menti- 
ond ; and the reſt, in fear of theit 
lives,tf they ſhou'd dare to oppoſe them, 
aſſented onely upon compulſion to 
this Decree, which the Sorboxre it ſelf, 
at-all times when it was free, has held 
abominable, and which Do&or John 
Le Fevre, at that tume Dean of the 
Faculty, 
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Faculty, reſiſted what he cou'd, with- 4m 


out gaining any thing upon that wret- 

ched faction, which conſtrain'd him at 

alt inſpight of his oppoſition, to Sub- 
ſcribe x with them. 

In like manner the King, who com- 
plain'd extremely of this proceeding, 
having Aſſembled at Blois twenty Bi- 
ſhops and twelve Doctors of the Sor- 
bonne, who were of the number of the 
Deputies, when that Decree was read 
to them, they all concluded without 
the leaſt heſitation, that it was exe- 
crable, and cou'd never have paſsd 
without compulſion, and for ſafeguard 
of their lives from the rage and fury of 
the Parifran Leaguers. 

In the meantime it muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd, in what manner ſoever it were 
gain'd, yet being of the Sorbonne, 
whoſe name and authority were had 
in ſingular veneration through all 
Europe, and particularly in France, 
that Decree was the Trumpet to the 


general Revolt, which was made in 
Paris, and from thence in a ſhort time 
after extended itſelf through the grea- 
teſt part of all the Cities 1n the King- 
dom. For as ſoon as it was publiſh'd 

Fl > 
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4m. 158%. in that great Town, by the moſt fu- 


rious and giddy-brain'd Preachers of 
the League , who exalted it to the 
People in their declamatory ſtyle, they 
ran on the ſudden into ſuch horrible 
extremes, and ſuch tranſports of rage, 
ſo contrary to the duty of SubjeAts to 
their law full Sovereign, that though 
our Writers have made them pub- 
lique, yet I believe it more decent 
to ſuppreſs them, than to profane 
my Hiſtory by a Relation, which 
wou'd render it unpleaſant, and even 
odious. 

I ſhall onely fav, that at the fame 
time when by virtue of this damnable 
Decree, they bereft him of the title of 
King, leaving him onely the bare name 
of Henry de Valcis, they heapd upon 
him all ſorts of outrages and villanies, 
which the impotent tury of the Rab- 
ble cou'd produce. They vented their 
rage againſt him in Satyrs, Lampoons, 
and Libels, infamous Reports and Ca- 
lumanies, and thoſe too in the fowleſt 
terms, of which the mcſt moderate 
were Tyrant and Apoſtate. And that 
they might not be wanting to diſ- 
charge their fury in the moſt brutal 
manner 
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manner they cou'd invent ; they ex- 4m-_1589- 


tended it evento his Arms, his Statues 
and his Piftures, which they tore in 
pieces, or trampled under their feet, 
or dragg'd about the Streets, through 
the mire and dirt, or burn'd them, or 
caſt them into the River, with a volee 
of curſes and imprecations againſt him; 
in the mean adoring the Duke of Guiſe, 
and his Brother the Cardinal, as Mar- 
tyrs, and placing their Images upon 
Altars. At laſt this blind tury went 
ſo far, that after the Decree, the Cu- 
rats and Confeſſours of the Faction of 
Sixteen abuſing the power which was 
given them by their Sacred Miniſtry, 
of binding and looſing, retus'd Abſo- 
lution to thoſe who acknowledg'd 
to them in Confeſſion, that their Con- 
ſcience wou'd not ſuffer them to re- 
nounce Henry the third their lawtull 
King. 

This impious practice, was the firſt 
effe&t that was produc'd by the De- 
cree of the Faculty, the news of which 
was receiv'd by the King with much 
ſadneſs, at the ſame time when he was 
buſied in paying his laſt duties to the 
Queen his Mother, who deceas'd at the 
Ff 3 Caſtle 
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Am. 1589. Caſtle of Blows, on the fifth of January, 


in the ſeventy ſecond year of her age, 
whether it were out of melancholy tor 
the death of the Guiſes, which was 
upbraided to her by the old Cardinal 
of Bourbon, or of a Hectique Fever, 
or a falſe Pleurifie, Certainit 1s, that 
there was no mean or moderation usd 
either in praiſe or diſpraiſe of that Prin- 
ceſs; who indeed has afforded ſuffici- 
ent matter to Hiſtorians, to ſpeak both 
good and ill of her, and either of them 
in exceſs. Both the one and the other 
are caſie to be diſcern'd, by what I 
have related of her inthis Hiſtory, and 
in that of Calviniſm. 1 ſhall onely add 
this laſt touching, to finiſh her picture, 
that it cannot be deni'd but that ſhe was 
endued with great perte&tions of mind 
and body ; a carriage extremely Ma- 
jeſtical, a certain air of Greatneſs and 
Authority, worthy of her high Eſtate, 
her Behaviour noble and engaging, her 
Wit polite, her Apprehenfion prompt, 
her Judgment piercing , a great ta- 
lent for Buſineſs and Treaties, and a 
ſingular addreſs of managing andturn- 
ing others to her own bent; a Royal 
Magnificence, Conſtancy and F — 

rude 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


4.39 


tude of mind, extraordinary in her Am. 1589. ; 


Sex, a maſculine courage and great- 


neſs of Soul, which naturally carrid | 


her to the higheſt undertakings : In 
one word, ſhe might have paſsd for a 
Heroine, if ſo many illuſtrious quali- 
ties had not been blaſted by great vi- 
ces, which appear'd ſo openly inall her 
condu@t, that Hiſtory neither ought, 
nor is able to diſlemble them. 

For it was but too apparent, for her 
honour, what prodigality, what luxu- 
ry, what ſhamefull diſloluteneſs ſhe 
permitted in her Court ; and which 
the her ſelf made uſe of for gaining 
ſuch whom ſhe defir'd toengage in her 
intereſts, Add to this her want of 
ſincerity and faithin her promiſes, the 
too much credit ſhe gave to Aſtrolo- 
gers and Fortune-tellers, whom ſhe 
conſulted in reference to the future, 
and above all her immoderate and vaſt 
ambition, on the account of which, 
and out of her inſatiable deſire of be- 
ing always abſolute, ſhe made no ſcru- 
ple to ſacrifice the intereſts of the State 
and of Religion, both which ſhe had 
almoſt ruin'd, by wavering betwixt 
the Hnguenots and Catholiques, ſome- 

Ff 4 times 
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. Am. 1589. times ſeeming tobe on one ſide, ſome- 


os 


times on the other, according as this 
or that Religion appear'd moſt condu- 
cing to her deſigns. In fine, to con- 
clude her character, by what relates 
to the eſſential part of this Hiſtory, 
the hatred which ſhe bore to the King 
of Navarre her Son-in-law, and the 
love which ſhe had to her Grand-ſon 
of Lorrain, causd her underhand to 
favour the Leagxe, of which never- 
theleſs ſhe was the gull, and was 
couſen'd by thoſe whom ſhe intended 
to deceive. For ſhe had this misfer- 
tune which commonly happens to 
thoſe who wou'd manage two contra- 
ry Factions, and poize themſelves 
Trimmer-like betwixt them, that 
ſhe was in a manner equally hated 
both by the Catholiques and Prote- 
ſtants. : 
Such was this Princeſs, whoſe good 
and ill qualities were in extremes. 
Yet happy both in relation to God and 
man. For ſhe did at a time, when 
the World believ'd her life wqu'd be 
profitable and indeed neceſſary for the 
King, to draw him out of that Laby- 
rinth of confuſtons wherein he was 
ES ds Re a _  entangl'd; 
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with all the ſerenity of a good Chri- 
ſtian, having firſt receiv'd the Sacra- 
ments with much devotion, though 
the Huguenot Hiſtorians,who naturally 
hated her, have written to the con- 
trary. And becauſe ſhe was not leſs 
abhorr'd by the Leagsers of Paris, (who 
believ'd ſhe had a ſhare in the death 
of the Guiſes as others alſo have thought 
therein following the relation, which 
was written by Miron the Phyſician,) 
they ſaid publiquely that if her Body 
jthou'd be brought to Pars to be laid 
in the magnificent Tomb which ſhe 
had built at St. Demi, for her ſelf and 
King Henry the Second her Husband, 
they wou'd certainly throw it into the 
Seine. 

In the mean time the King who was 
ſtill of opinion that they nught be re- 
duc'd to their obedience by the ways 
of clemency and mildneſs, ſent thither 
the Dutcheſs of Nemours, mother of 
the Guiſes and of the young Duke of 
Nemours, their Brother by the Mo- 
thers ſide, who had made his eſcape, 
not long after he had been impriſon'd 
by the King. That Princeſs who was 
very 
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4m. 1585. very prudent, preferring the benefits 


of Peace before the unprofitable re- 
venge of her Childrens death, had be- 
gun to treat by Letter with the Dukes 
of Nemoars. and Mayenne , her two 
remaining; Sons, endeavouring to re- 
duce them by gentle:means, and offer- 
ing them all the advantages and all the 
ſecurity which they poſſibly cou'd 
with : which gave the King occaſion 
to believe, that in the end the might 
co their reſentments, and ap- 
peaſe the commotions in Pars. He 
was willing alſo that ſhe ſhou'd be ac- 
companid by the Sheriffs Compan and 
Cotteblanche ; who promisd him to 
uſe their beſt endeavours to that effect ; 
or to return to Priſon in Blow, it they 
ſucceeded not in their negotiation ; 
and at the fame time ſent his expreſs 
order to the Parliament to inroll the 
Declaration which he had publiſh'd im- 
mediately after the execution at Bloy. 
The Dutcheſs was receiv'd at Pa- 
rs with great honour, and incredi- 
ble joy of the people; who paid their 
veneration to her, as to the Mother 
of two Holy Martyrs. And the Petit 
Feuilant Preaching one day before ts 
ew 
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turning himſelf towards her, he made 
an Apoſtrophe to the late Duke of 
Gwiſe- in theſe words; O Holy and 
Glorious Martyr of God, bleſſed is the 
Womb that bore thee, and the Breaſts 
that gave thee ſuck. Burt after all ſhe 
ſucceeded not in her negotiation. 
The two Sheriffs forſwore themſelves, 
and joyn'd with the FaCtious, accor- 
ding to their former praQtice : And 
upon the requeſt ( the original of which 
is kept in the Library of Monfteur Col- 
bert, and which I have ſeen ſign'd by 
forty eight of the principal Citizens, ) 
a prohibition was made them to re- 
turn to Blog ; and theOath which they 
had taken, was declar'd Null, by an 
order of the New Parliament, which 
the Leaguers ſet up, after they had 
broken the old one, by one of the 
moſt Horrible Encroachments, which 
was ever made upon the Royal Autho- 
rity. 

For the Duke of Awmale, and the 
Council of Sixteen, having that 
Auguſt Body 'in ſuſpicion, the Prin- 
Ccipal Members of which, were Loy- 
ally devoted to the King's ſervice, 
reſoly'd 
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Am. 159. reſolv'd to take them into cuſtody, 


and all the other Officers whom they 
diſtruſted. Feax Le Clerc, otherwile 
call'd Buſſy, heretofore a Procureur in 
Parliament, one of the moſt heady and 
impudent fellows that ever breath'd, 
and whom the Duke of Guiſe, well 
knowing him tobe a deſperate Leager, 
had made Governour of. the Baſtr/e, 
demanded and obtain'd that Com- 
miſſion ; which he executed on the 
ſixteenth of January. For inthe Morn- 
ing poſſeſſing himſelf of the Palace- 
Gates, he enter'd, arm'd Cap a pie, 
into the great Chamber at eight of 
the Clock, where the Parliament was 
aſſembled, and told them, that the 
good Catholiques of Paris had given 
him in charge to preſent them a Re- 
queſt. Afterwards having put it into 
the hands of one of the Members, he 
retir'd to the Parquet des Huiſſiers 
where his men waited for him. The 
Requeſt was this in ſubſtance, Thar it 
wou'd pleaſe that Court to unite it 
ſelf with the Prevoſt of Merchants, the 
Sheriffs, and the good Citizens of 
Paris, for the defence of Religion, and 
of the Town. That in conformity to 
the 
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the Decree of the Sorbonne, it wou'd 4m; 15859. 


declare that the French were diſcharg'd 
from their Oath of Allegiance and 
Obedience to the King, and that they 
wou'd uſe his name no more in their 
Orders. - 

This was the way which that Vil- 
lain took, to lay hold of an occaſion, 
which he knew wou'd be ſpecious and 
popular, under the ſhadow of which 
he might uſe the Parliament as after- 
wards he did ; for he knew full well, 
that they wou'd never confirm a De- 
cree ſo impious as was that of the Sor- 
bonne. This is a paſſage which all of 
our Hiſtorians have omitted , and 
which I learn'd from the Manuſcript 
Journal which the famous M. Anthe- 
ny Loyſel, an Advocate in Parliament, 
who was then at Paris, left to his Chil- 
dren for their inſtruftion. It was no- 
bly communicated to me by Mon- 
fieur Foly his Grandſon, Chanter of 
the Church of Noſtre Dame, a man 
commendable for his Integrity and 
Learning, and to whom the Chapter 
of the Metropolitane of Paris is much 
acknowledging, for his rare Library 
Which he has beſtow'd on it. This, 
then, 
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dm. 1589. then, was the ſnare which Buſſy Le 


| he added, that he had or 


Clerc laid for the Parliament, thereby 
to pick an occaſion of treating them 
with the moſt unworthy uſage which 
they cou'd poflibly receive. 

For without expecting an anſwer to 
his inſolent requeſt, finding that they 
debated it much longerthan hethoughr 
fitting, he returnd into the great 
Chamber, with his Sword in his hand, 
follow'd by five and twenty or thirty 
men arm'd Breaſt and Back, and with 
Piſtols; and atter having told them at 
the firſt, that the buſineſs was delay'd 
too long, and that it was well known, 
that there were thoſe amongſt them 
who betray'd the Town, and held 
correſpondence with _ de Valois, 

er to ſecure 
them; and commanded with an im- 
perious voice , that they whom he 
ſhou'd name, ſhou'd immediately fol- 


- low him, if they had a mind to avoid 


worſe uſage. At which, when look- 
ing over his liſt, he had nam'd the 
firſt Preſident Achilles de Farlay, the 
Preſidents de Blanc Meſnil Potier , 
de Thon, and the moſt ancient Coun- 
fellours, all the reſt roſe up, as by 
common 
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wou'd not abandon their-Head ; whom 
they follow'd to the number of about 
threeſcore,of all the Chambers,walking 
two and two after Buſſy Le Clerc, who 
ledthem as it were in triumph through 
an infinite multitude of people to the 
Baſtille ; where thoſe of them onely 
were impriſon'd who were known 
to be inviolably faithfull to the 
King's ſervice. 

The moſt conſiderable of them in de- 
ſertas well as dignity, was the great A4- 
chiles de Harlay, whom to name is to 
commend ; a Magiſtrate every way 
accompliſh'd, and of that illuſtrious 
houſe, which having tor four hundred 

ears together ſignalizd it ſelf in Arms, 
bh ſince added to that glory all that 
can be acquir'd by the higheſt prefer- 
ments of the long Robe, and of the 
Church. 

I ſhou'd be ungratefull to their me- 
mory, if I did not juſtice to the merit 
of thoſe Senatours, who follow'd their 
Head ; and if I made not their names 
known to poſterity which are not 
found in our Hiſtorians, but which I 
have colle&ted trom the A 

anu- 
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An. 1589. Manuſcripts of Menfieur Loyſel the Ad- 
vocate, who knew them all. Beſides 
the Preſidents already nam'd , the 

| Counſellours who were impriſon'd in 

* the Baſtile withthem, were Charter, 

Spifame, Maluault, Perrot, Fleury, 

Le Viry, Mole, Scarron, Gayant, Ame- 

bot, Jourdain, Forget, Herivaux, Tour- 

nebu, Du Puy, Giflot, de Mouſſy, Pin- 

. ney, Godard, Fortin, Le Meneur, and 
the Sieur Denis de Here. 

This laſt was a man of Wit, and 
of Quality, one of the moſt reſolute 
of the whole Company ; who from a 
warm Leaguer, ( as formerly he had 
been, out of an ill guided Zeal,) was 
now become a great ſervant of the 
King ; _—_ iſcovered at laſt the 
pernicious deſigns of the League ; of 
whoſe oy merit Henry the 
Fourth, after his converſion, made 
great account. Inſomuch that he had 
the credit to get his name ſtruck out 
of the Catholicon, in which the Au- 
thour of that witty Satyr, had placd 
it but little to his advantage. For 
whereas in the firſt Edition, of the 
year 1594. Machaut and Here were 
nam'd as greatſticklers tor the League ; 

in 
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in all the reſt of the Editions we find 41585: 


Machaut and Baſton. That hot-hea- 
ded Baſton, who was ſo furious a Lea- 
guer, that heſign'd the Covenant with 
his own bloud drawn from his hand, 
which remain'd lame after it; and 
who, after Paris was reduc'd to the 
King's ſervice, choſe rather to go out 
of it with the Spaniards and retire to 
Flanders, where he did ſterv'd, than 
to ſtay in France, and live at his caſe 
under the Government of his lawfull 
= Thus you have the names of 
thole Loyal MEN WORTHY of 
the Parliament, who were clapt up 
7 the Baſtille with their firſt Preſi- 
ent. 

There were others of them whoſe 
names I cou'd not recover, but who 
well deſerve to be known, and had in 
veneration by the world. The reſt 
of them whether they turn'd Leagaers 
for company, or ſeem'd to turn for 
fear of Death, or that by ſuch their 
diffimulation, they thought they 
might put themſelves in a way of do- 
ing the King ſome conſiderable ſervice, 
having engag'd to be faithfull to that 
party, were left at their liberty, and 
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| 4-n. 1589-Continued in their ſlations, with the 


Preſident Briſſon, who from the next 
morning began to ſit and take the 
Chair as Head of the new Parliament 
of the Leagae, with which it was bc- 
liev'd he held correſpondence, on pur- 
poſe to procure himſelf this new dig- 
nity. An action much unworthy of 
a men who had ſo high a reputation 
tor hisrare learning, who oughtrather 
to have loſt his hte, than to have 1o 
baſely abandon'd his King, and to have 
made himſelf a Slave to the paſſions of 
his mortal Enemies , under pretence 
that all he did was onely to ſhelter 
himſclf from the violence of the Factt- 
on, as he privately proteſted. But fo 
it is, that the greateſt Clerks arc not 
always the wiſeit Men ; and that good 
ſenſe accompanied with conſtancy ot 
1nind, and an unſhaken fidelity in our 
duty, is imcomparably more ufetull to 
the Service of God and of the State, 
than all the knowledge of Books and 
Learning of Colleges, huddled together 
in a Soul without integrity and reſo- 
lution. 

And truly, it manifeſtly appear'd, 
that all theſe good qualities were wan- 
ting 
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ting to this pretended Parliament, at 4m. 1589. 


that time; for about nine or ten days 
after that aCtion, all the Members of 
it, to the number of an hundred and 
twenty, ( comprehending in that ac« 
count the Princes- and the Prelates , ) 
{wore upon the Crucifix, that they 
wou'd never depart from their League, 
and that they wou'd proſecute by all 
manner of ways their revenge for the 
death of the two Guiſes ; againſt all 
thoſe who were either Authours of it, 
or accomplices in it. This proteſta- 
tion which was diſpatch'd away to all 
the Towns that held for the party of 
the- Leagxe, increasd the fury of the 
people, who every day grew worſe 
and worle, even to that degree, that 
ſome of them by an abominable mux- 
ture of Sacrilege, Paricide, and Magti- 
cal Enchantments , made Images of 
Wax reſembling the King, whichthey 
placdupon the Altars, and prick'd them 
in divers parts, pronouncing certain 
Diabolical words at every one of the 
torty Maſſes which they causd to be 
faid in many Churches, to make their 
charms more powerfull ; and at the 
tortieth, they pierc'd the image to the 
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'n. 1589+ heart, asintending thereby togivetheir 
—OVY'Y Kingthe ſtroke of death. 


And in the mean time their Bedlam 
Guinceſtre ſhewing in the midſt of his 
Sermon, certain little Silver Candle- 
ſticks made an hundred years before, 
and curiouſly caſt into the ſhape of Sa- 
tyrs, carrying Flambeaus, which had 
been found amongſt the rich ornaments 
of the Capuchins Oratory, and the Mi- 
nimes of the Bois de Vincennes lately 
plunderd by the Rabble, accusd the 
King himſelf of Sorcery, ſaying, that 
thoſe were the Idols, and the figures of 
thoſe Devils to which Henry de Yalois 
was accuſtom'd to Sacrifice, in his re- 
tirement to Box de Vincennes; and 
that they had commanded him to 
murther the Duke of Guiſe, the Pro- 
teftor of their Faith. But that which 
gave the mortal blow to the Royal 
Authority, and ſettled the Revolt in 
Abſolute power, by giving it a kind of 
regular form of a popular Government, 
or ratherof an Ariſtocracy, againſt the 
fundamental law of the French Monar- 
chy, was the arrival of the Duke of 
Mayenne. 


"Tis 
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'Tis true that Prince was not en- Am. 1589. 
dued with all thoſe great and Heroique ** 


qualities, which rais'd the admiration 
of the World in the perſon of his elder 
brother the late Duke of Guiſe : but if 
we conſider him in himſelf, and with- 
out comparing him to the former, 
whoſe merit being incomparably grea- 
ter, and his ations more glorjous , 
wou'd certainly obſcure. him, it muſt 
be ſaid, if we will do him right, that 
he had as much ſpirit, as much cou- 
rage, wiſedom, moderation , ſince- 
rity and probity, as was neceſlary for 
him, to maintain an honourable place 
amongſt. the great men of his time : 
but not ſo much reſolution, conſtancy, 
greatneſs of Soul, vigour, activity and 
good fortune, as he ought io have had 
tor the ſuſtaining of to powerfull a 
party as that, which hetook upon him- 
ielt to Head, in oppoſition to two 
Kings. 

On the one ſide he was ſtrongly 
ſolicited by the Council of Sixteen, 
and by the Dutcheſs of Montpenfrer 
his Siſter, to come and take the place 
of his dead Brother, and to put him- 
{clf at the head of thoſe, who were all 
Gg 3 m7. 
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Ann. 1589: in a readineſs to obey his orders, and 


to give up themſelves to his com- 
mand: and on the other ſide he had 
receiv'd the King's Letters, which aſ- 
ſur'd him in —_ obliging terms, that 
being as fully perſwaded of his inno- 
cence, as he was convinc'd of his Bro- 
ther's crimes, he was ready togive him 
all the part he cou'd deſire both in his 
favour, and his bounty, provided that 
he ſtill continu'd in that obedience and 
fidelity, which he ow'd him. 

But the extreme grief he had con- 
ceiv'd, for the cruel treatment of his 
Brothers, after ſo many promiſes, and 
ſuch ſolemn proteſtations, that all paſt 
ations ſhou'd be forgotten, the obliga- 
tion, which he thought his honour 
imposd on him to revenge their death; 
and more than all, the diſtruſt he had 
of the King, which was inſuperable in 
him, whole fair words he took for no 
ſecurity, after ſo horrible an aGion, 
made him at laſt refolve to take up 
Arms, though he was not naturally in- 
clin'd to raſhneſs,and to precipitate him- 
{elt blindfold, into ſuch an Abyſs of ha- 
zards and contuſions, as are inſepara- 
ble trom Civil Wars. He thought hc 
ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd find much leſs ſecurity in the Am: 


= 


King's word and honour, tban in for- 
rune, unconſtant and variable as ſhe 
is; and thathe ran not ſo much hazard 
in declaring himſelf openly his Enemy, 
as 1n truſting to his Promiſes and Oaths. 
So that at the firſt, it was neither ha- 
tred, nor ambition, but onely diſtruſt, 
which hurri'd him as it were by force 
into the Civil Wars; and he had never 
expos'd himſelf to ſo maniteſt a dan- 
ger of being ruin'd, but that heimagin'd 
that by not hazarding himſelf, he had 
been ruin'd. 

In the mean time, the beginning of 
his unhappy Enterprize, was exceed- 
ing proſperous: He march'd from 
Dijon, with many Troups, which he 
had drawn out of his Government of 
Bourgogne, and of Champaign, which 
declar'd generally for the League, ex- 
cepting onely Chaa/ons, the Magi- 
ſtrates of which place having receiv'd 
information of the Duke of Guiſe's 
death before the Sieur de Rone, whom 
that Duke had there eſtabliſh'd Gover- 
nour, conſtrain'd him immediately to 
depart out of it: And as a River ſwells 
and enlarges its chanels, the farther 
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4m. 1589. it flows from its Spring, and the near- 


CO = 


er it approaches to the Sea ; fo the 
Forces of this new Head of the League 
increasd on his march, by the con- 
courſe of thoſe whom his own reputa- 
tion, the memory of the late Duke his 
Brother, the common hatred to the 
King, the example of Pars, the falſe 
Zeal of Religion, and above all, the 
Intereſt and defire which many had 
to make their advantage of theſe 
troubles, drew to him in all the Coun- 
tries through which he paſs'd ; and all 
the Towns, as it were in Emulation 
of each other, open'd their Gates for his 
reception. 

He was receiv'd at 7royes, with the 
ſame Honours which are peculiar to 
Kings ; and he ated there as a Sove- 
raign Prince; from thence ſending 
out his Commiſſions to the Creatures 
of the Duke of Guiſe, and eſpecially 
to Noſne and St. Paul, to whom he ex- 
»cdited his Orders for them to com- 
ind in Champaign and Brye, He 
otiels'd himſelf of Sens, to which 
ace thoſe of his party invited him. 
'| things bent under his Authority 
nereloeyer he paſsd. He _ d 

_. like 
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like a Conquerour intoOrleavs ; where 4m. 189. 


the fame alone of his coming, con- 
ſtrain'd the Royaliſts to ſurrender the 
Cittadel to the Townſmen who be- 
ſieg'd it. He made himſelf Maſter of 
Chartres by the intelligence which 
he held there: where the people 
changing on the ſudden, as it were by 
Enchantment, were become quite ano- 
ther ſort of creatures than they were 
formerly, whentheKing retir'd thither 
after the Barricades, and where they 
receiv'd him with wonderfull acclama- 
tions. 

Thus cover'd with glory, and now 
becoming much more haughty than 
his nature ſeem'd to allow, by reaſon 
of ſo many proſperous events, which 
appear'd like good Omens of the fu- 
ture, he —_— on the twelfth of 
February into Paru, where as if the 
Duke of Guiſe had been rais'd from 
the dead in his perſon, there was a 
looſe given to all publique demonſtra- 
tions of joy, with ſo much tranſport 
and exceſs, that they proceeded fo far 
as even to expoſe his Picture Crown'd, 
and toere& a Royal Throne for him; 
and if he had had ambition and bgld- 


ne 
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Am. 1589: neſs enough to have accepted it, he 

had found perhaps enow to have 
acknowledg'd him , that they might 
have held under him thoſe Govepa- 
ments whichhe cou'd have given them, 
with thetitles of Dutchies, and Coun- 
ties in homage, as Zugh Capet had 
given him the example. But whe- 
ther it were, that hedurſt not attempt 
it out of fear, or wou'd not out of pru- 
dence, as foreſceing in it inſuperable 
difficulties, which by his endeavour- 
ing to have riſen higher, had thrown 
him down from the ſteep of the Pre- 
cipice; certain it 1s, that by refuſing 
to accept that honour, which yet in 
the ſequel he defir'd not any other 
ſthou'd poſleſs, he fav'd the State, and 
beſides his preſent intention, or rather 
againſt it, preſerv'd the Crown to the 
Kingof Navarre who was the rightfull 
preſumptive Heir of it. 

He fatisfi'd himſelf then, with eſta- 
bliſhing his own authority in the firſt 
place ; and with rendring himſelf more 
powerfull than the Council of the 
League , composd of thoſe famous 
forty, among(t which, were the moſt 
{editious Mutineers of the whole party, 

who, 
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4ho,whatſoever proteſtationthey made , 4m; 1589. 
to obey him, had carrid all matters in "VV 
Council againſt him, and had not faild, 
whenſoever it had pleasd them, to 
havegiven the Law to him. To this et- 
te&t he weaken'd that Council by aug- 
menting it to a -_ number of the 
moſt qualifid of the party, on whom 
he knew he might ſafely rely, as being 
of his own Eleftion. For under pre- 
tence that it was neceſlary, that this 
Aſſembly, which ought to be the Ge- 
neral Council of the Union, ſhou'd be 
inlargd , and be authoriz'd by the 
whole Party, he caus'dan Order to be 
paſs'd, that all the Princes might aſſiſt 
in it, whenſoever they pleas'd, and 
that all the Biſhops, the Preſidents, 
the Procureurs, and the Advocates. 
General of Parliaments, fifteen Coun- 
ſellors whom he nam'd, the Prevoſt of 
Merchants, the Sherifts, the Town 
Solicitor, and the Deputies of the 
three Orders of all the Provinces of 
the Leagae, ſhou'd have places in it, and 
deliberative Votes. 

Thus being always the ſtrongeſt in 
that Aſſembly, by the great number af 
voices, which were for him, he _ 

what- 
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,dm. 1589. whatſoever. he.pleasd to paſs, in ſpigl.t 
SW of the Sixteen; and procurd an = 
rity. to himſelf, near approaching to 
the Soveraign Power of a King, For 
the firſt thing which was order in this 
new Council, was that in ſign of this 
abſolute Dominion, which either they 
ſuffer'd.him to take, or they gavehim, 
he ſhou'd have from thencetorth, till 
the holding of the Eſtates, the moſt 
extraordinary and unexampled quality 
of Lieutenant General, . not of the 
King, for the League acknowledg'd 
none at that time, but of the Eſtate, 
and Crown of France. As if he who 
commands and governs cou'd repreſent 
a Kingdom, and hold, in quality of 
Lieutenant, the place of an Eſtate, 
which is not that which governs, but 

- what is, orought to be govern'd. 
Notwithſtanding which, he took his 
Qath for that new fantaſtique dig- 
nity, on the thirteenth of March in the 
Parliament, which verifid the Letters 
Patents of #t, under the new Seals, 
made inſtead of thoſe of the King , 
which were broken by them. And, 
to begin the Exerciſe of his Office by 
an act of Soveraignty, he caus'd im- 
mediately 
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mediately to be publiſhd his new 4m=- 1589- 
Laws , contain'd in one and twenty WES 
Articles, for the uniting under one 
form of Goverhment, all the Towns 
which were enterd into the Leagae-; 
and thoſe which in proceſs of tune 
ſhou'd enter, the number of which in 
2 ſhort ſpace grew very great. For, 
there is nothing more ſurpriſing, than 
to ſee with what rapidity that torrent 
of Rebellion ſpreading from the Capi- 
tal City into the Provinces, drew a- 
long with it the greateſt Towns , 
which under pretence of revenging 
the death of the pretended Patrons of 
the Faith, and of preſerving Religion, 
aſſociated themſelves mrs $ A- 
nointed, either to make themſelves a 
new Maſter, or to have none at all. 

Almoſt all the Towns of Burgundy, 
of Champaign , of Picardy, and of the 
Iſle of France, the greater part of 
thoſe of Normandy, Mayne , Bretagne , 
Anjou, Auvergne, Dauphine, Pro- 
vence, Berry, and the greateſt Cities 
of the — nextto Paris, as Roxen, 
Lyons, Tholouſe, and Poitiers, had 
put themſelves under the proteQtion 

_ of the ©nien, and were members of 
it, 
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Am. 1589. jit,before the end of March, and ineve” 


ry place were committed the like dit- 
orders as were at Paris. But princi- 
pally at Tholouſe , wherE the turious 
Rabble having ſet upon the firſt Preſi- 
dent Duranti , and Daphis the Advo- 


cate General, two men of great un- 


derſtanding, ſingular Vertue, and un- 
common fidelity to the King's Service, 
Maſlacred them in the open Street. 
After which their faculty of Divines, 
confirm'd the decree of the Sorbonne, 
which was propos'd in a general Af- 


 ſembly at the Town-Houſe, by which 


they authoris'd the Revolt. 

The greateſt part of Provence, had 
alſo thrown it ſelf with the ſame im- 
petuolity into the League , under the 
leading ofthe famous Fubert de Garde, 
Steur de Vins, who by his courage 
and extraordinary Valour , accompa- 
nied with his great prudence, and the 
wonderfull talent he had, of gaining 
the afteftions of the people, had ac- 
go more reputation and power 
than any Gentleman not ſupported by 
the Royal Authority had ever obtain'd 
in his own Countrey, He had for- 
merly fav'd the Lite of Fenry the 
: OE Third 
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Third at Roche//e , when that Prince 412 589- 
who was then but Duke of Anjou, ap- - - 


proaching too near to a Retrenchment, 
a Souldier who had ſingled him out 
from all the reſt, had juſt taken aim 
at him, which the Szeur de Vins per- 
cciving , threw himſelf before him, 
in the Bullets way , and receiv'd the 
Muſquet ſhot, which wanted little of 
coſting him his Lite. He expected 
as he had reaſon , ſome great prefer- 
ment from the Duke when he was 
King , in recompence of ſo. generous 
an action, but perceiving that all was 
play'd intothe Minions hands, without 
ſo much as taking the leaſt notice of 
his worth , the indignation of being 
ſlighted, caus'd him to enter into the 
Duke of Guzſe's Intereſts, and to in- 
gage in the League, ( of which he was 
Head in Provence,) the Count of Car- 
cas his Uncle, his Brother»in-Law the 
Count de Sault, a great part of the 
Nobility, and the Parliament of Aix, 
as allo to expoſe the whole Province 
to the manifeſt danger of being loſt, 
by calling in the Duke of Savoy, who 
nevertheleſs was conſtrain'd at laſt, 
to retire with ſhame into his own Do- 
minions. In 
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In- the mean time, the King who 
from time to time receiv'd the unplea- 
fant News of the Rebellion of his Sub- 
je&s, had been forc'd to ſend back the 
Deputies of the Eftates to their ſeveral 
Provinces, where the greateſt part of 
them being hot Leaguers , blew up 
the Fire to that height , that he was 
conſtrain'd at the length to lay aſide 
the ways of Clemency and Mildneſs, 
and to take up, (though ſomewhat of 
the lateſt,) thoſe of Rigour and Com- 
pulſion. - He began by ſending a He- 
rald to Pars, who bore an InjunQion 
to the Duke of Awmale, the pretended 
Governour, immediately to depart the 


Town ; an InterdiQtion to the Parlia- 


ment', to the Exchequer, and the 
Court of Aydes, with prohibition to 
all other Officers, of any farther exer- 
ciſe of their employments ; But he 
was remanded, without an hearing, 
loaded with affronts, and threatn'd 
with-an Halter, if he preſum'd to re- 

turn on-ſuch an Errant. | 
He.declard the Dukes of Mayenne 
and Aumale, the Citizens of Pars, Or- 
leans, Amiens, Abbeville, and the 0- 
ther Aſſociated Towns, to be guilty 
0 


\ 
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of High Treaſon, if within a time pre- 
fix'd, =P return not to their Duty. 
He transferr'd the Parliament of Pars 
to Tours, and all the Courts of Judica- 
ture, which were in the Cities of the 
League to other Towns, which con- 
tinu'd faithtull to him. But they with- 
out being concern'd at his angry De- 
clarations, reveng'd themſelves in all 
places, on ſuch as were of the Royal 
Party, by all manner of ill uſage. He 
did-1n the month of March , what he 
ought to have done in December : He 
call'd together his Gendarmery, and 
Rendevou#d what Forces he cou'd 
raiſe in the Neighbourhood of Tours ; 
to which place he had retir'd, as not 
thinking himſelf ſecure in ſo open and 
weak a Town as Blow; but firſt he 
ſecur'd his Priſoners, whom he caus'd 
to be carried from the Caſtle of 4m- 
boiſe , and diſtributed them into ſeve- 
ral Priſons. But the Duke of Mayenne 
who over-powr'd him in men, was al- 
ready upon the point of coming out 
from Paris with a ſtrong Army, with 
a reſolution of preventing his deſigns, 
and aſſaulting him in Towrs. And up- 
on that conſideration it was, that he 
H h Was 
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4-n. 1589. was forc'd to reſolve upon the onely 


way, which remain'd for his Shelter, 
from the laſt extremities of Violence, 
and for the preſervation of his Crown 
and Perſon. France at that time was 
in a moſt deplorable condition , divi- 
ded, and as it were broken into three 
Parties, which laid it waſte. That of 
the Leagae the moſt powertull of any, 
by the Rebellion of ſo many Towns : 
= Go of the King of Navarre, which 
had greatly ſtrengthen'd it ſelf, dure- 
ing the firſt troubles ; and that of the 
King, which in a manner was reduc d 
to his own Houſhold , an1 ſome very 
few depending Towns. It was im- 
poſſible for him in this condition to 
carry on the War, which he had un- 
dertaken againſt the Fuguenots , and 
at the ſame time, to maintain himſelf 
againit the Army of the Leagzers. It 
remain'd then, that of neceſſity he 
muſt cloſe with one of thoſe Parties , 
that by its aſſiſtance he might reduce 
the other to Obedience, or at leaſt 
that he miglit ſave himſelf from ruine, 
which was inevitable, if he ſtood 
ſingle and expos'd to the violence of 
the other two. Now the Leaguers 
wou'd 
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wou'd neither admit of Peace nor Truce 4m- 1589. 


with him, having Sworn in the Oath, 
which was adminiſter'd to them by 
the Duke of Mayenne, that they wou'd 
proſecute their Vengeance to the ex- 
tremity, for the death of the two 
Guiſes, *Tis manifeſt by conſequence, 
that he was indiſpenſably oblig'd , to 
unite himſelf with the King of Navar- 
re, and to accept the aid he offer'd 
him, with ſo much trankneſs and ge- 
nerolity, 

Aﬀrer the death of the Guiſes, 
that Prince making his advantage of 
ſo favourable an opportunity , while 
all things were in confuſion amongſt 
the Catholiques , had much advanc'd 
the affairs of his Party , by taking of 
Niort, Saint Maxent, Maiffezais, and 
ſome -other Towns in - Poztou , ſince 
when, upon his quick recovery from 
a dangerous Sickneſs whereof he was 
like to die, he had puſh'd his conqueits 
as far as the Frontiers of Touraine , 
having made himſelf Maſter oft Lox- 
dun, Thouars, Meontreiuil Bellay, Mi- 
rebeau, Liſle Bouchard, Chaſtelleraud, 
Argenton, and of Blanc in Berry. At 


which time, obſerving the wretched 
Hh 2 Eſtate 
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*ma"T589. Eſtate to which the Kingdom was re- 


duc'd, by the three Parties which dit- 
membred it , he publiſh'd a Declara- 
tion on the fourth”of March, addreſs 
to the three Eſtates of France, therein 
exhorting them to Peace, which was 
the onely remedy for ſo many diſtem- 
pers, as afflicted the miſerable Na- 
tion. 

Then, having clearly prov'd, that 
it was impoſſible for the King to ſuc- 
ceed in a Civil War, to be profecuted 


.as ſome advisd him, at the ſame time 


againſt the Fuguenots and Leaguers , 
he offer'd him his Service, and all the 
Forces of his Party , not for bringing 
the Leaguers and the Revolted Towns 
to puniſhment, but for reducing 
them to the terms of deſiring Peace, 
which he moſt hunibly petition'd him 
to grant them, and to pardon and pals 
by the injuries he had receiv'd , atter 
they had been ſukdu'd by the joint 
Forces of all good French-men, both of 
the one Religion and the other; march- 
ing under the conduct of his Majeſty 
againſt Rebels. After which, he pro. 
teſted in the ſight of God, and ingag'd 
his Faith and Honour, that foraſmuch 
as 
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was onely intended , to reſtore the 
Royal Authority, and Peace in France, 
he wou'd never permit that the Roman 
Catholique Faith, ſhou'd receive the leaſt 
prejudice in conſideration of it , but 
that it ſhou'd always be preſerv'd in 
ſuch Towns as ſhou'd be taken, with- 
out making any alteration of Religion 
in them. 

This Declaration made way for the 
Treaty, which was begun with great 
ſecrecy, immediately after it, 1n or- 
der to the Union of the two Kings. 
There were ſonte in the Council who 
endeavour'} to oppoſe that Negotia- 
tion, as fearing that it wouw'd much 
fortify the Party of the League , by 
contributing to the belief of that re- 
port, which was already ſpread by 
the Leageers amongſt the people, that 
the King had always maintain'd a pri- 
vate Correſpondence with the Zugue- 
nots ;beſides,that the Pope whoſe Friend- 
ſhip was neceſſary, wou'd be ſcanda- 
lisd at fuch an Union. The King 
himſelf had a great repugnance to it, 
and doubtleſs wou'd much rather have 
Hh 3 COM» 
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as that union of his moſt faithfull Ser- 4m. 1589. 
vants, as well Catholiques as Proteſtants © 
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Am. 1589. compounded his differences with the 


* w 


Princes of the League, if it had been 
ſible, and thereby to have renew'd 
Edi&t of Reunion, a thing not un- 
known to the King of Navarre, who 
eaſily perceiv'd that the Court wou'd 
never apply to him, but for want of 
others. 

In effe&t , the King in the begin- 
ning of March , had written to the 
Duke of Lorrain , and had ſent him 
very advantageous conditions for the 
Princes of his Houſe, with all manner 


of Security for them, in caſe he cou'd 


prevail with them, to receive the 
Peace and Treaty which he offcr. 
But being refus'd on that ſide , thoſe 
of his Council, who were of opinion 
that the King of Navarre's propoſiti- 
ons ſhoy'd be accepted, inforc'd ſo far 
their ſtrongeſt Argument, which was 
pure Necellity, farther alledging the 
examples of io many Catholiqgue Kings 
and Princes, who ike the great Em- 
perour 7heodoſius made uſe of Infidels 
and Heretiques againſt their Enemies, 
that the King at laſt conſented to ſet 
on foot the Treaty. | 


It 
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It was concluded at 7ours on the An. 1599. 


third of April, by the Sieur du Pleſſis- 
Mornay, who capitulated on the King 
of Navarre's behalf , on thele conditi- 
ons : That the ſaid King , during the 
Truce which was made for one year, 
ſhou'd ſerve the King with all his 
Forces: That he ſhou'd have a paſlage 
on the Loyre, which at length was 
declar'd to be the Town of Saumur ; 
after ſome difficulties which were re- 
mov'd concerning the truſting it in 
his hands. That he ſhou'd therein 
have the free exerciſe of his Religion, 
and in ſome other little Towns, which 
were left to him by way of caution, 
for his reimburſment of his charges in 
the War. 

This Negotiation of Du Pleſſs, cou'd 
not be tranſaQted with ſo much Se- 
crecy, but that it was vented by the 
Legat Morofini , who thereupon usd 
his utmoſt endeavours. in three vigo- 
rous Remonſtrances to hinder that 
blow, which he believ'd wou'd be fa- 
tal to Religion, according to the falſe 
notions which he had of the King of 
Navarre. And the King having told 
him , that after having tri'd all ways 
H h 4 of 
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Am. 1589. of accommodation with the Duke of 
| Mayenne , which that Prince had al- 
ways haughtily rejected , neceſſity 
compell'd him to make uſe of the one- 
ly remaining means to defend his Life ; 
the _— earneſtly beſought him to 
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allow ten days more, that -he 
might have opportunity of treating in 

rſon with that Duke, whom he 

op'd he ſhou'd be able to prevail with, 
to accept thoſe advantageous terms of 
Peace , which were preſented him. 
Though the Treaty was not onely 
concluded, but alſo ſignd, as appears 
by the Memoires of Du Plefſs Mornay, 
yet the King to make it evident , that 
it was onely through neceſſity , that 
he enter'd into this Union with the 
Huguenots againſt the League , was 
conſenting that before the publica- 
tion of it, there ſhou'd be made 
a laſt attempt on the inclinations of 
the Duke of Mayenne, to induce him 
to a reconcilement. To this effe, he 
gave in writing to the Legat the ſame 
Articles, which he had already pro- 
pos'd to the Duke of Lorrain, and 
which were as advantageous to his 
Family , as he cou'd reaſonably de- 


fire. For 
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For there was offer'd to the Duke of 4m. 1589. 


Mayenne, his Government of Burgyun- 
dy, with full power of placing ſuch 
Governours in the Towns, as he him- 
ſelf ſhou'd chuſe ; of diſpoſing all va- 
cant Offices, and levying on the Pro- 
vince forty thouſand Crowns yearly. 
To the young Duke of Guiſe his Ne- 
phew, the Government of Champatgne, 
with two Cities at his choice, therein 
to keep what Garriſons he pleasd , 
twenty thouſand Crowns of Penſion, 
and thirty thouſand Livres of Income 
in Benifices for his Brother. To the 
Duke of Nemours the Government of 
Lyons, with a Penſion of ten thouſand 
Crowns; to the Duke of Awumale the 
Government of Picardy, and two Ci- 
ties in that Province; to the Duke of 
Elbeuf a Government , and five and 
twenty thouſand Livres of Penſion ; 
and what was of greateſt impartance 
for that Family , to the Marquis d« 
Pont, eldeſt Son of the Dake of Lor- 
rain, the Government of 7oxl, Metz 
and Verdun , with aſſurance, that if 
his Majeſty had no Iſſue Male , thoſe 
three Biſhopricks ſhou'd remain to the 
Duke of Lorrain. To all which , the 


King 
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am. 1589. King causd this addition to be made, 
-” that to remove all difficulties , which 


might ariſe in the execution of this 
Treaty, he wou'd remit himſelf to the 
Arbitration of his Holineſs, who might 

leaſe to joyn in the Umpirage with 

im the Senate of Yenice , the great 
Duke of Thuſcany , the Duke of Fer- 
rara, and the Duke of Lorrazx himſelf, 
who had ſo great an intereſt in thoſe 
Articles. 

With theſe conditions the Legat 
went from 7ours on the tenth of April, 
towards the Duke of Mayenne , who 
was already advanc'd with his Army, 
as farasChaſteaudun. He was receiv'd 
with all manner of reſpe&, and dure- 
ing the two days conference he had 
with the Duke , employ'd the moſt 
powerfull conſiderations he cou'd pro- 
poſe to win his conſent to a Peace fo 
advantageous for all his Houſe, and fo 
neceſſary to Religion and the publique 
welfare : or at leaſt to gain thus far 
upon him, that if any thing were yet 
wanting to his entire fatisfaftion, he 
wou'd remit his intereſts and thoſe of 
his Party into the hands of the Pope, 
as the King on his fide was already 
diſposd 
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diſposd to refer his own. But after - Am.1589- 


all his endeavours, he cou'd not work 
him to any condeſcenſion. And what- 
ever arguments he us'd, he always an- 
ſwer'd with great reſpe&t as to the 
Pope and the perſon of the Legat , 
but with extreme contempt for the 
King, whom he ually call'd that 
Wretch, that he and his wou'd ever be 
obedient to the Pope; but that he 
was very well affurd, that his Holi- 
neſs wou'd never lay his Commands 
upon him, to make any agreement to 
the prejudice of Religion, with a man 
who had none at all, and who was 
united with the Zguenots, againſt the 
Catholiques. That he cou'd not bear 
the mention of a reconcilement with a 
perjur'd man, who had neither Faith 
nor Honour, and that he cou'd never 
truſt his word, who had Murtherd 
his Brothers fo inhumanely, and viola- 
ted ſo perfidiouſly, not onely the pub- 
lique Faith, but alſo the Oath which 
he had taken on the Evangeliſts at 
the moſt holy Sacrament ot the Al- 
tar. 
After this, the Cardinal farther ob- 
ſerving, (what he cou'd not an 
ave 
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Am. 1589. have believ'd,) that even more oppro- 


prone tera than theſe were usd of 
e King, through all the Army, and 
in = City, which own'd the 
League, where no man durſt preſume 
to give him the name of King , wrote 
him word that he cou'd do him no 
Service with the Duke ; and himſelf 
not daring to be near his perſon , 
while the King of Navarre continned 
with him, went to Bourbonnois, where 
he waited the Orders which he re- 
ceiv'd from the Pope not long after , 
to return to Rome, and there to give 
an account of his Legation. Thus, af- 
ter all hope was utterly loſt of con- 
cluding any peace with-the Leagaers , 
the Treaty with the King of Navarre 
took place. He was put into poſleſſi- 
on of Saumyr, the Government of 
which he gave to the Siewr du Pleſſis- 
Mornay, who had ſo well ſucceeded in 
his Negotiation : And it was from 
that very place that he publiſh'd his 
Declaration, concerning his intended 
paſſage over the Loyre, for the Service 
of his Majeſty, where he proteſts a- 
mongſt other things, that being firſt 
Prince of the Bloud , whom his Birth 

obligd 
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oblig'd before all others to defend his A=.1589- 


King, he holds none for Enemies, but 
ſuch as are Rebels, forbidding moſt 
ſtrictly all his Souldiers , to commit 
any manner of offence againſt thoſe 
Catholiques who were faithfull Sub- 
jeds to his Majeſty , and particularly 
againſt the Clergy , whom he takes 
into his protection. 

The King alſo made his own at 
large, wherein he declares the rea- 
ſons, that oblig'd him to joyn with 
the King of Navarre, for the preſerva- 
tion of his perſon and: the Eſtate, 
without any prejudice which cou'd 
thence enſue, to the Catholique Reli- 
gion, which he wou'd always main- 
tain in his Kingdom , even with the 
hazard of his Life. But that which at 
length completed the Happineſs of 
this Union betwixt the two Kings , 
was their Enterview which was made 
in the Park of Plefis,, on the thurtieth 
day of April, amidſt the acclamations 
of a multitude of people there aſſem- 
bled, and with all the ſigns of an en» 
tire confidence on both ſides: Though 
the old Fuguenet Captains who had 
not yet forgot St. Bartholomew , = 
their 
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4m. 1589. their beſt endeavours that their Maſter 
ſhou'd not have put himſelf in the 
King's Power, as hedid with all frank- 
neſs and generoſity. 

He did yet more, for being gone 
back with his Guards, and the Gen- 
tlemen who attended him to the Faux. 
bourgs of St. Simphorian beyond the 
Bridges ; on the next Morning, which 
was the firſt of May, he repaisd the 
River, follow'd onely by one Page, 
and return'd to 7ours , to be preſent 
at the King's Leve, who was infinite- 
ly pleasd with this generous proce- 
dure, and clearly faw by it, that he 
had no occaſion to ſuſpe&t him, and 
that he had: reaſon to hope all things 
from a Prince, who reli'd fo fully on 
his word, though he had broken it 
more than once to him, by revoking 
the Edits which he had made in favour 
of him, onely to content the League. 
In this manner they paſsd two days 

her, and held a Council , where 
the King of Navarre causd a reſoluti- 
on to be taken, that for the ſpeedy 
ending of the War, they ſhou'd aſſem- 
ble their whole Forces, with all poſſible 
diligence, and MarchdireQly on to Pa- 


ris, 
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ris, which was the Head of the League, Am 1589. 


and on which the body of it depe 
After which, leaving with the King, 
about four or five thouſand men, 
which he had in the Neighbourhoed of 
Tours, he went from thence to Chinon, 
and into Loudunozs , to. bring up the 
remainder of his Forces, who were as 
yet in doubt of his Union with the 
Royaliſts, and by ſo doing, gave the 
Duke of Mayexne that opportunity 
which he took of attacquing 7ours. 
That Prince had March'd out of 
Paris, in the beginning of April, with 
one half of his Army, and after ha- 
ving taken in Melun, and ſome other 
little places, which might cauſe an im- 
mediate hindrance to the ſupplies of 
that great City ; he went to joyn the 
reſt of his Forces , which were Quar- 
ter'd in La Beauce; after which, lea- 
ving on his left hand Beawgency and 
Blows, which it was believ'd he wou's 
or ought to have attacqu'd, he ad- 
vanc'd as far as Chaſteaudun to exe- 
cute the deſign which he had on Yan- 
dome, and even upon Tours it ſelf , by 
help of the intelligence which thoſe of 
the League had prepar'd for m_ - 
[4 
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both thoſe places. Maile Benehard, 
who had ſold FVardome, of which he 
was Governour, ſet open the Gates of 
it to: Roſne, the Marſhal de Camp, who 
made Prifoners almoſt all the Mem- 
bers of the great Council, which the 
King had remov'd thither. The Duke 
of Mayenne arriv'd there immediately 
after, and having rejoyn'd the Troups 
of Roſne, went to fall upon the Quar- 
ters of Charles de Luxembourg , Count 
of Brienne, who was lodg'd at Saint 
Ovin, and the Countrey thereabouts, 
within a League of Amboiſe ; he cur 
off ſix hundred of his Men , diſpers'd 
the reſt and took him Priſoner ; after- 
wards he went to poſt himſelf right 
over againſt Saxmur, thereby to hin- 
der the paſſage of the remainder of the 


King of Navarre's Forces. 


But, when he had heard not long 
after, that the ſaid King was remov'd 


from 7owrs, he believ'd it wou'd be a 


convenient time for him to execute his 
defign which he judg'd impoſiible to 
fail, by reaſon of the Correſpondence 
which he held in the Town : Where- 
upon taking his way back, he March'd 
with all poſſible expedition, contrary 

to 
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to the ſlowneſs of his temper, and ap- 4m-1589- 
peard in Batfalia all on the ſudden , We 
the ſeventh of May in the morning , 
on the Hills which overlook the 
Fauxbourg of St. Simphorian. It wan- 
ted bur little, that the King, who was 
gone betimes that day to Marmoutzer, 
had not been ſurprisd by the Scouts 
who were within an hundred paces of 
him. And it was not without great 
pains and danger , that he got to his 
firſt Corps de Gzard, from whence he 
return'd into the Town, and there 
gave ſo good direQtions in all places, 
that they who held Intelligence with 
the Enemy, durſt attempt no diſtur- 
barice : for which reaſon the Duke, 
(who had ſpun out the time with faint 
Skirmiſhes till four, of the Clock in 
the Afternoon, ſtill expecting that the 
Leaguers of the Town wou'd riſe for 
him ;) now ſeeing that there was not 
the leaſt motion made, gave on with L 
his whole Army ſo vigorouſly at three 
ſeveral paſſages, that he forc'd the Bar- 
ricades which were madeat thoſe three 
Avenues, and Guarded with twelve 
hundred men : this he perform'd in 
the ſpace of half an hour, with the 

Ii loſs 
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Arn, 1989. loſs of about an hundred of his own, 


and the ſhughter of three or four hun- | 
dred of the King's Souldiers. 

This was all that was effeQted by 
that attempt of the great Army , 
which was ſet on foot by the League, 
which after this firſt ſucceſs did no- 
thing more, but fell to committing all 
manner of Diſorders, and horrible 
Outrages in the - Suburbs where they 
had no farther oppoſition. For when 
the Duke of Mayenze found, that part 
of the King of Navarre's Forces were 
arrivd in the Evening, under the Con- 
dud of the brave Chaſtilon, who was 
already retrench'd in the Iſland , over 
againſt the Fauxbourg, and that the 
reſt wou'd homer" be there, with 
the King of Navarre who wou'd not 
fail to give him more employment, 
than his raw, and for the moſt part 
new raisd Souldiers wou'd well ſuffer, 
he took occafion to Diſlodge ſilently 
before day , the next Morning, after 
his Troups had left their fame behind 
them in the Suburbs, by all manner 
of Villanies which they there commit- 
ted. From thence he went to gather 
up forme Regiments which were levy- 
ws 
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ing for him in Anjou and Maine ; af- Am. r$89. 


ter which poſſeſſing himſelf of 4/anſer, 
which ſurrender'd without reſiſtance 
for want of a Garriſon, he was forc'd 
to return haſtily to Pars, where they 
were in a wonderfull conſternation, 
for the loſs of the Battail of Senly, 
which I ſhall next relate. 

William de Montmorancy , Sieur de 
Thore, had ſo well negotiated while he 
was at Chantilly, with the principal 
perſons of that Town , which at the 
firſt had been drawn along by the 
torrent of the Leagxe , that he had 
made himſelf Maſter of it at the latter 
end of April, and was enter'd into if, 
with an hundred Gentlemen of his 
Friends, and five hundred Foot which 
he had levied in the Valley of Mont- 
morancy., The Pariftans aſtoniſh'd at 
this ſurpriſe, which rook from them 
their communication with Picard, 
were abſolutely bent on the retaking 
of that place, as ſoon as was poſſible ; 
and were ſo urgent with the Duke of 
Aumale, and the Sieur de Maineviſlle, 
Lieutenant to the Duke of Mayen, 
that in three days time they were be- 
fore the Town, and befieg'd it with 
Ii 2 four 
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four or five thouſand Citizens of Pa- 
ris, - and three pieces ot Cannon ; to 
whom Balagny net long atter joyn'd 
himſelf with three or tour thoutand 
men, ſome of them drawn out ot the 
Towns of the Low Countries, and the 


reſt from thoſe of Picardy, and brought 


along with him a train ot feven pieces 
of Artillery, which he had taken out 
of Peronne and Amiens. 

But while the Siege was thus for- 
ming, that Prudent and Valiant Cap- 
tain Monſteur de la Nowve , who com- 
manded the Troups of Sedan, - the 
Truce being now made with the Duke 
of Lorrain, had joyn'd his Forces with 


thoſe of the Duke of Longueville at St. 


Quentin, with intention according to 
the King's Orders, to meet and embo- 
dy with the Swij/ers, whom Mon/teur 
de Sancy had levy'd tor his Majeſty's 


Service in the Cantons. There ſcem'd 


to be oficrd them a fair occaſion 
of doing a picce of good Service to the 
King, by raiſing ot that Siege, before 
they put themſelves upon their March. 


To this efiect, they advanc'd as tar as 
Compeigne, where they had appointed 


aRendevouz for the Gentlemen Royal- 
liſts 
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liſts of Picardy, who fail'd not of com- 4m. 1589- 


ing in at the time prefix'd. Infomuch 
that on the very day, which was the 
ſeventh of May, when the Town was 
ſo batter'd by the Cannon, that it was 
laid quite open, and muſt of necellity 
have Surrenderd, if it had not been 
ſuccour'd before Night, they appear'd 
at Noon in view of the place , to the 
number of a thouſand or twelve hun- 
dred Horſe, and three thouſand Foot 
all experienc'd Souldiers, and refolv'd 
upon the point , either to force their 
paſſage into the Town, or to perith in 
theattempr. 

The Duke of Aumale deceiv'd by 
his Spices, who aſſurd him that the 
Enemy had no Cannon, and knowing 
himſelf to be twice as ſtrong, doubted 
not but he ſhou'd be able to detear 
them with his Cavalry alone. Accor- 
dingly having drawn up with much 
trouble his Parifan Intantry , brisk 
men to appearance and well arm, 
but a little out of countenance, when 
they ſaw the Buſineſs in hand, was 
ſomewhat more than bare Trayning, 
and that Life was at ſtake, he ad- 
vanc'd ſo haſtily with his Horſe , ha- 
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Am. 1589. ving Maineville on his right hand , 


and Balagny on his left, that thoſe 
two great Bodies of Horſe and Foot, 
were made uncapable of relieving and 
ſerving each other in the Fight. 

La Nowe, to whom for the ſake of 
his experience , the young Duke of 
Longueville had intruſted the care and 
conduct of the Army, having obſerv'd 
the countenance of the Enemy , and 
finding the Parifansdiſorder'd and wa- 
vering, was confident he cou'd beat 
them with thoſe few Troups , which 
he had then in the Field, and who 
were imbatteI'd in this order. The 
Duke of Longuevile was in the main 
Body, with his Squadron compos'd of 
a great number of brave Gentlemen, 
having at the Head of them, the Lord 
Charles de Humieres, Marquis d" Encre, 
and Governour of Cempeigne , who 
had furniſh'd the Army with Cannon 
and Ammunition , which occafion'd 
the gaining of the Battel. This was 
he who having ſoon diſcover'd the 
pernicious deſigns of the League, ſerv'd 
the King ſo well againſt it, that Zen- 
ry the Fourth at his coming to the 
Crown, made him his Lieutenant in 
Picar d Y 
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Picardy, with an extraordinary privi- Am. 1589. 
lege, that he ſhou'd have the full Au- 

thority of diſpoſing all things in that 
Province. 

His great Services , his extraordi- 
nary Deſerts, his high Reputation, his 
Performances on this great day , and 
many ſignal aCtions during the War , 
gain'd him without any other recom- 
mendation his Commiſſion for Gene- 
ral of the Artillery, which was ſign'd 
not long before his Death ; and he 
was yetina way of mounting higher, 
if his too great Courage had not ex- 
pos'd him to that fatal Muſquet thot, 
which kill'd him at the taking of Far; 
though the Garriſon of Spaniards had 
ſmall cauſe to boaſt of it, who were 
all facrific'd to the juſt ſorrow of the 
Army for the loſs of ſo brave a Gentle- 
man. They who came in to the 
Duke of Longueville with him, were 
Louis Dongnies, Count de Chaulne his 
Brother-in-Law, the Sieurs de Mau- 
levrier, Lanoy, Longueval, Cany, Bon- 
nivet, Givry, Fretoy, Meſuillier, and 
La Tour. 

This Squadron was flank'd on the 
right and left with two groſs Battali- 

I1 4 Ons, 
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dm. 1589. ons, having each of them two Field 


pieces, which were not drawn out of 
Compeigne till ſome time after the 
Army was Marcly:!, on purpoſe to de- 
ceive the Spices, who thereupon gave 
intelligence that they had none. He 
plac'd on his right Wing the Cavalry 
of Sedan, at the Head of which he 
was refolv'd to Fight in Perſon : and 
on his lett, the Horſemen which were 
drawn out trom thoſe places, that 
held for the King in Pricardy. The 
Duke of Aumale v ho made ſuch over 
haſte to the Victory, of which he 
made fure in his conceipt, that he left 
his Cannon behind him, was the firſt 
who ſounded the Charge, and Balag- 
ny with his Squadron of Cambreſians 
and Wa#hons, advanc'd eagerly to ar- 
tacque the right Wing of the Royal- 
liſts, which was much interiour to his 
own 1n fſirength ; but when he was 
almoſt juſt upon them, the groſs Batta- 
lion which cover'd the left 1:de of that 
Squadron, opening in a moment, he 
was ſurpriſingly ſaluted with a Volley 
of Cannon , w hich carrid oft at once 
whole rancks of his Squadron, and con- 
ſtrain'd him to retire 1n great diſorder. 

Then 
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Then the Duke of Awmale, who 4 


plainly ſaw that there was no other 
remedy for this unexpeCted miſchief, 
but ſpeedily to win the Enemies Can- 
non , put himſelf upon the gallop, 
follow'd by Maineville and Balagny, 
who had recover'd his diſorder , and 
all three went at the Head of their 
men, to force that Infantry of the 
Enemy. But they were ſcarce come 
up within an hundred paces of them, 
when their other Battalion opening, 
a ſecond Volley came thundring upon 
them, and raking them in the Flank, 
did more execution than the former. 
A third which immediately ſucceeded 
it , ſhook their whole Body , which 
having advanc'd a little farther , the 
Muſquetiers which flank'd their 
Horls, made their diſcharge, ſo juſtly 
both againſt Man and Horſe, that the 
Field was ſtrew'd with dead Bodies ; 
and in the mean time the whole Caval- 
ry ofthe Royalliſts charg'd upon them 
who were already wavering and half 
routed : and the Beſieg'd at the ſame 
time fallying out , fell upon the rere 
of the Parifan Infantry, who had been 
abandon'd by their Cavalry , ſo that 


now 
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4m. 1589. now it was no longer to be call'd a 
' Battel, but a downright Shughter, 
and a general defeat. 

Never was any Victory more com- 
plete, with ſo little loſs to the Con- 
querours : the Field of Battel remain'd 
in their Poſſeſſion, cover'd with above 
two thouſand Slain, without recko- 

ning into the number, thoſe who were 
killd by the Peaſants, or ſuch as cou'd 
not recover themſelves out of the Ma- 
riſhes, which are about the Abbey de 
la Vifteire. The Camp of the Van- 
quiſh'd, the Merchandiſes, and Com- 
modities which had been brought thi- 
ther from Pars, the Cannon, the Am- 
munition, the Colours, the Baggage, 
and twelve hundred Priſoners were 
the Conquerours reward ; Who ſome 
tew days after as they March'd to- 
wards Burgundy , there to joyn the 
Swiſers " lated the Parifrtans from 
the Heights of Montfaucon, with ſome 
Vollies of Cannon , and thereby gave 
them notice of their defeat , with a 
. truer account of it than had been given 
them by the Duke of Aumale and Ba- 
lagny, whereof the one fav'd himſelf in 
St. Denis, and the other in Pars. ; 
An 
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And as it often ha , that one 4% 159s- 
misfortune comes on FE Neck of ano. VV 
ther, to thoſe who are in the way of 
being beaten, this defeat was follow'd 
the very next day after it, being the 
eighteenth of May , with the loſs 
of three hundred brave Gentlemen of 
Picardy , whom the Governour of 
Dourlens, Charles Tiercelin de Saveuſe, 
was bringing to the Duke of Mayenne ; 
who being met in La Beawce towards 
Bomneval , by the Count of Chaſtilon, 
with a greater ſtrength , were almoſt 
all of them Slain, after having fought 
like Lions without asking Quarter , 
or ſo much as promiſing tor fatety of 
their Lives , that they woud never 
bear Arms againſt the King. Such 
violent Leagsers were theſe men, and 
above all, Saveuſe their Captain, who 
being carried off to Baugency , woun- 
ded in all parts of his Body , where 
the King of Navarre a great lover of 
brave Men was very deſirous to have 
fav'd him, refugd all kind of remedies, 
for the ſullen pleaſure of Dying , ha- 
ving nothing in his mouth but the 
praiſes of the Duke of Guiſe, and a 
thouſand imprecations againſt his Mur- 
therers. Theſe 
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Theſe fortunate events, . accompa- 
nid by the great ſucceſs which the 
Duke of Montpenſter had in Normandy 
againſt the Leaguers, occafion'd the 
King of Navarre who was advancd as 
far as Baugency, With part of his Forces, 
to return to 7ours, that he might ad- 
viſe the King no longer to delay the 
time in fruitleſs Treaties, which were 
ſtill counſell'd him by ſome, and were 
ſo agreeable to his lazy and unactive 
genius; and to let him know, that it 
was now high time to put in executi- 
on a more generous deſign, which was 
to attaque the Enemy in their chieteſt 
ſtrength, by beſieging Pars. He re- 
folv'd on this at laſt ; but firſt he was 
deſirous of getting Orleans into his 
power ; which it he cow'd compaſs, he 
thou'd thereby deprive Pars of thegreat 
ſupplies which might be drawn from 
thence. 

To effect this, having in the be- 
ginning of June paſs'd his Army over 
the Bridge of Baugency in La Sologne, 
he caus'd Gergeau to be aſſaulted : the 
Governour ot which place, who had 
the confidence to ſtay till the Cannon 
had made a breach, which he was not 


able . 
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able to defend, was taken, and hang'd An. 1589. 
for anexample. Thoſe of Gzen, terri- >” 
fi'd by this juſt ſeverity, made haſte 
to ſurrender before the Artillery had 
playd; and the Inhabitants of La 
Charite put themſelves immediately 
into the King's hands of their own ac- 
cord ; ſo that his- Majeſty, excepting 
onely Nantz, was Maſter of all the pat- 
ſages on the Loire, both above and be- 
low Orleans, which he inveſted on all 
parts of it. 

The Sieur de la Chaſtre, who after 
the death of the Gai/es had promis'd 
fidelity to the King, and not long at- 
terwards had declar'd a ſecond time for 
the League, in his Government of 
Berry, put himſelf into that Town, 
withall the Forces he cou'd make; and 
the Inhabitants, encouragd by his 
preſence, refus'd with great ſcorn thoſe 
advantageous propoſitions which were 
made them by the King, laugh'd at his 
threatnings, and took up a reſolution 
of defending themſelves to the laſt ex- 
tremity. Infomuch that it being con- 
cluded, it was but loſs of time to under- 
take that Siege, the firſt deſign of go- 
ing diretly on to Pars was reſumd. 

-For 


494 The Hiſtory of the League. 


Aw. 1989. For which reaſon they repaſs'd the 
Loire, and upon the Marcl without 
much trouble took in the Towns of 
Pluviers, Dourdan and Eſtampes ; at 

- which laſt place the King receiv'd the 
unwelcome news of the Monitory 
which Pope Sixtus had publiſh'd a- 
gainſt him; and this was the occaſion 
of it. 

Not long after the death of the Guiſes, 
the King, who clearly ſaw by the Re- 
monſtrations which the Legat Morofine 
had made him,that the abſolution which 
he had receiv'd by virtue of his Bre- 
viat, wou'd not be receiv'd at Rome ; 
had fent thither Claade &' Angennes 
Biſhop of Mans to intercede for ano- 
ther, notwithſtanding all the diſcou- 
raging Letters which had been writ- 
ten him by his friends from thence, 
to diſfwadehim from it ; or at leaſt to 
delay a ſubmiſſion of this nature , 
which might prove prejudicial to him. 
In farther proſecution of this the Mar- 
quis de Piſaxy his Ambaſſadour, and 
the Cardinal de Foyeuſe, aQting in 
joint commiſſion with the Biſhop by 
his order, had reprefented to Pope 
Sixrus the moſt powerfull reaſons ane 
| cou 
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cou'd urge, to procure this favour 47 


from him: to which the Pope who 
was grown inflexible on that point, 
had anſwer'd them ruggedly according 
to his nature ; that he was willing to 
take nocogniſance of theDuke of Guiſe's 
death, becaufe he was the King's Sub- 
je ; but the Cardinal of Bourbon, and 
the Arch-biſhop of Lyons whom he 
held Priſoners, not being his Subjects, 
( fince none but the Pope had a Sove- 
raign Power over Cardinals ahd Bi- 
ſhops, ) he wou'd never grant him ab- 
ſolution before he had rettor'd themto 
their liberty, or at leaſt put them into 
the hands of his Legat , that the 
might be ſent to Rowe, where himſe 
wou'd execute juſtice on them, incaſe 
he found rhem gailty. 

On the other fide, the Commander 
of Diu, the Steur Coquelaire Counfeltor 
in Parliament, Nicholas de Pites Abbot 
of Orbais, and the Sieur Friſon Dean of 
the Church of Rhzims, who wete De- 
puties for the Leagueat Rome, to hin- 
der the Pope from giving this Abſolu- 
tion, not onely opposd it with all 
their force, but allo usd their beſt 
endeavours to perſwade hitn, that = 

wou 
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Am. 1589. wou'd publiſh the Excommunication, 
which he himſelf had faid was incurr'd 
by the King for the murther of the 
Cardinal of Gaiſe; and amongſt other 
arguments which they alledg'd, to 
carry him to this extreme ſeverity a- 
gainſt a moſt Chriſtian King, they 
tail'd not to urge the Authority of the 
Decrees of the Sorbonne, and princi- 
pally that of the fifth of Apri/. In that | 
Decree, the Faculty declare that Z7en- 
ry de Valois, ought not to be pray'd 
for in any Eccleſiaſtique Prayer ; much 
leſs at the Canon of the Maſs, in re- 

rd of the Excommunication, which 

e had incurr'd; and that theſe words 
Pro Rege noſtro, ought to be taken out 
of the Canon, leſt it ſhou'd be believ'd 
that they pray'd for him; eventhough 
the Prieſt by direQing his intention 
otherwiſe ſhon'd calldown the effe of 
thoſe Prayers on the preſent Gover- 
nours, or on him to whom God Al- 
mighty had reſerv'd the kingdom. 
The 'ſame Decree wills, that inſtead 
of them, there ſhou'd be faid at Maſs 
three Prayers which are not in the 
Canon, Pro Chriſtianis Principibus 
woſtris, which were Printed and re- 

: main 
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main at this day. to be ſeen. Laſtly, 4m-158s- 
it adds, that all ſuch, who will not 
conform.to this Decree, ſhall be de- 

priv'd of the Prayers and other rights 

of the Faculty, from which they 

ſhall be driven out, like Excommu- 

nicated Perſons: and this was ap- 

prov'd by the general conſent of allthe 

Doctors. 


| 'Tis moſt certain that theſe Decrees, 
together with what was continually 
buzz'd in the Pope's ears, that the 
King's party was abſolutely ruind, 
contributed not a little to the reſoluti- 
on which he took of proſecuting the 
King by the ways of rigour, and with- 
out tear. But that which put the laſt 
hand to his determination, was the 
Manifeſto of the two Kings, who were 
now inconjunction againſt the League. 
For being a man of an haughty temper, 
he was not able to endure that the 
King ſhou'd be united, with a perſon 
whom he had excommunicated as a 
relapsd Heretique, by a thundring 
Bull, which he had caus'd to be in- 
ſerted in the Bullary, reprinted by 

K k him, 
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Am. 1589. him, for that onely purpoſe: he eaſily 
_V believd whatever reports were rais'd | 
by the Leageers to the diſadvantage of | 


the King's party or his cauſe, AC- | 
cons et up in Rome his Monitory 
againſt him. 


In which he commands him te ſer | 
at full liberty the Cardinal of Boxr boy, | 
and the Arch-biſhop of Lyons, within | 
ten days after the publication of his 
Monitory, at the Gatesof two or three 
of ſix Cathedral Churches which are 
nam'd, and which are thoſe of Poz- 
tiers, Orleans, Chartres, Meanx , A- 
gen, and Mans, and to give him aſſu- 
rance of it within thirty days by an 
Authentique A&t. Indefault of which , 
he pronounces from that preſent time, 
and for the future, that he and all his 
Accomplices in the murther of the 
Cardinal of Guiſe, and the impriſon- 
ment of the other Prelates, have dam- 
nably incurrd the greater Excommu- 
nication, and ,the other Eccleſiaſtical 
cenſures, denounc'd by the Bull, r 
Cana Domini, from which they can 
never be abſoly'd, except onely in the 

article 
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article of death, by giving ſecurity 4m. 1589. 
that they will obey the Mandats of 

* the Church. Farthermore, he cites 
them to make their appearance within 
two months, before his Tribunal, the 
King himſelf in perſon, or by his 
Proctor, and the reſt perſonally, to 
give in their reaſons why they believe 
they have not incurr'd the cenfſures, 
and why the King's Subje&s are not 
abſolv'd from their Oath of Allegi- 
ance ; and in = _— 
Privileges to the con whic 
the King himſelf, or his Prececeſſoure 
=_ formerly obtain'd from the Holy 


; This Monitory was poſted up at 
Rome, on the twenty fourth of May ; 
and the Leagzers Printed it at Paris, 
and publiſh's it with all the formali- 
ties accuſtom'd, at Paris, Chartres, 
and Meaux on the twenty third of June; 
and I have ſeen the Ads of it, which 
were Printed immediately after at 
Paris, with the Monitory, by Nicho- 
las Nrvelle, and Rolin Thierry Statio- 
ners and Printers for the Holy Union, 

Kk 2 with 
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Am. 1589+ with the Privilege of the Body of the 
” Council General of the ſame Holy 
Union, Signed by Senault, their Se- 

cretary. 


It was then at Eſtampes, that the 
King receiv'd this information, that he 
was proſecuted in this manner, both 
at Rome and in France by the Arms 
of the Church, at the fame time when 
the Rebels aſſaulted him with theirs, 
to pull him from the Throne, - It was 
told him indeed, that there were con- 
tain'd in that Monitory, many heads 
which were nullities in their own na- 
ture, and which conſequently made 
the whole invalid , even though it | 
were apainſt a private perſon. . But 
when notwithſtanding all theſe rea- 
ſons, he ſtill anſwer'd that it gave him 
exceeding” trouble; the King of Na- 
varre, Who deſir'd nothing more than 
yordly to proſecute the deſign of be- 

ieging Paris, told him pleaſantly as 
well as truly, that he had found out a 
ſure expedient for him; © And, Sir, 
* ſaid he, with his accuſtom'd quick- 
** neſs, *tis onely this, that we over- 

© come ; 
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« come; and the ſooner the better ; 4m. 1589. 
« for if we ſucceed, you may aſſure 

« your ſelf of your Abſolution ; but 

« in caſe we are beaten, we ſhall be 

« ſtill Excommunicated, over and over, 

« and damn'd with three pil'd curſes 

« on our heads. 


This ſaying was much of a piece 
with what the Biſhop of Mans, had 
written to the King from Rome; that 
if he were deſirous of the Abſolution, 
which was refus'd him in that Courr, 
he had no more to doe but to make 
himſelf the ſtrongeſt in his own 
Kingdom. 


Thus the King thinking it his beſt 
courſe to diſſemble his knowledge of 
the Monitory, never own'd that he had 
ſeen or heard of it; but march'd ſtill 
forward, to paſs the Seine at the Bridge 
of Poiſſy, which he torc'd ; after which 
having taken Pontoiſe, which was ſur- 
renderd on the 25th of July, after a 
fortnights ſiege, having been vigo- 
rouſly defended by the Sieur 4" Alin- 


cour, Who was there grievouſly woun- 


k 2 ded 


» 
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4m. 1489. ded, and the Sieur de Flautefort, who 

WY ſoft his life ; he went to Conflans, and 
there receiv'd the Army of the Swiſ- 
ſes, which was condutted to him by 
Nicholas de Harlay, Sieur de Sancy; 
who by performing ſo great and 
ſeaſonable a ſervice to the King his 
Maſter, has deſerv'd the praiſe of all 


poſterity. 


At the beginning of this War, there 
being a Council held, wherein were 
propos'd the moſt ſpeedy and effica- 
cious means that cou'd be found to 
carry it on, the King being then re- 
duc'd to a very low condition; Sancy, 
who had been formerly his Ambaſſs 
dour in Swiſſerlaxd, maintain'd that 
there was no better expedient, than to 
treat with the Cantons, who to defend 
themſelves from the Arms of Savoy, 
which threatned Geneva, and defign'd 
to ſhut it up on the ſide of France, 
wou'd willingly permit a great Levy 
of their Subjects to be ms in favour 
of the King, who might hereafter be 
in a condition toſuccour them, in caſe 
they ſhou'd be driven to ye: 

| ut 
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But, becauſe the Exchequer was whol- 
ly drain'd, and No Money no Swiſſe 
was the common Proverb, his pro- 

ſition was turn'd into ridicule, and 
he was ask'd if he knew the man who 
wou'd undertake to raiſe an Army, 
without any gether ingredient than 
Pen and Paper > Then Sancy, who 
though he was of the long Robe, had 
a Souldiers heart, (for at that time, he 
was onely a Maſter of Requeſts ) Since, 
faid he, not one of all thoſe who have 
been enrich d by the King's bounty, 
will make offer of himſelf to ſerve him, 
I declare that Twill be the man. And 
thereupon accepted a very ampleCom- 
miſſion which was given him by the 
King, but without a penny to bear his 
charges, to treat with the Swiſſes 
and Germans for the raiſing of an Ar- 
my. 


To go through with his buſineſs, 
he Mortgag'd all he had, and took up 
what he coud procure upon his Cre- 
dit; andin ſequel, ated with ſomuch 
fortune and ſuch good — 
with the Magiſtrates of Ber», of Ba/ile, 
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am. 1589. of Soleure, and of Geneva, that after 
gu having taken from the Duke of Savoy 
the Baily-wicks of Gex and 7 honoy, the 
Fort of Ripaille, and ſome other pla- 
ces, thereby to employ him for 
ſome time, and to hinder him from 
moleſting of his neighbours, he put 
himſelf at the head of the Royal Army, 
composd of ten or twelye thouſand 
Foot, Swiſſes, Griſons, and Genevians, 
with near two thouſand Reyters, and | 
twelve pieces of Cannon. With theſe 
Forces he traversd all the Countrey 
from Geneva by Swiſſerland, as far as 
the County of Moyutbelliard , from 
. whence croſling the French County, 
and paſſing the Saone towards Joinvile, 
. he came to Langres which held for the 
King, and thence to Chaſtilor on the 
. Seine, to joyn the Duke of Longaueville 
and La Noje. From whence march- 
ing through Champaigne, all three in 
company, withtwenty thouſand men, 
they paſſed the Seine at Poiſſy, and in 
concluſion arriv'd happilyat the King's 
Army. His Majeſty receivd Saxcy 
with tears in his eyes, and proteſted 
in preſence of all the Officers of his 
Army, 
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Army, that he wept for joy, and grief 4m-1585. 


together, that he had not wherewith- 
all at preſent to reward the greateſt 
ſervice, which a Subject cou'd perform 
to his King ;. and that what he had 
done for him in making him Colonel 
of the Swiſſes, was nothing in com- 
pariſon of what he intended him, be- 
ing reſolv'd that one day he wou'd make 
him fo great, that there ſhou'd not be 
2 man in his Kingdom, who might not 
have occaſion to envy him. 


But fortune, which is pleasd with 
perſecuting of vertue, diſpos'd quite 
otherwiſe of the matter, by that de- 
plorable accident, which happen'd 
three days after, and by the miſery 
which his own noble heartedneſs had 
drawn upon him. Forinſtead of thoſe 
large recompences which he might 
reafonably expet, after having 
done ſo worthy an ation, he was re- 
duc'd ſo low, that he was conſtrain'd 
at laſt to ſell all he had, therewith to 
pay the debts which he had contracted 
by Levying at his own charges that 
gallant Army, which put the King in 

a Con- 
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4am. 15h9- 2 condition of conquering his Rebels, 

WV and. yrs gr” of triumphing 
over the Leagxe. In effect, after the 
canjundion of the two Armies, in the 
rune review of all his Troups,. he 
- —_— = head of more than 
orty five Men, experienc'd 
Souldiers with which, ofeer þ having 
poſieſsd himſelf on the thirtieth of 
Fuly, of the Bridge of St. Clou, ( from 
whence he drove the Leaguers with 
his Cannon,) he was reſfolv'd, with- 
in two days, to attaque the Faux» 
bourgs of Paris, 'on both fides of the 
River. 


There is all the appearance of pro- 
bability, that he had carri'd them, at 
the firſt onſet, and by conſequence the 
Town it ſelf, where they were alrea- 
dy in extreme conſternation, all the 
paſſages for proviſions, being block'd 
up.; and the Duke of Mayenne, not 
having about him above five or fix 
thouſand Souldiers at the moſt ; who 
were. not the third part of the number 
which was neceſlary for the defence 
of the Retrenchmengs of ſo great a 

com- 


L 
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cones. ror bioggnber he had made 
ele that the King had within = 
Town ſorgreat 2 do of good Sub- 
jets, who'having taken courage athis 
2p —_—— myers overa great party 

Citizens, receiving an 
broom that 'the puniſhment wou'd 
onely _ = Principal of da Toon 

Jin _ 

Ty ” Tous 
remember the old buſineſs of io Bar- 
ricades. Infomuch that the Duke of 

| had occafion to fear, that at 
the fame time when the Fauxbourgs 
were attaqu'd there wou'd be a 
den riſing for the King, within the 
Town, and that thofe who had" thus 
riſen, wou'd make themſelves'Maſters 
of one of the Gates, which they wou'd 
opento him, and afterwards a@ incon- 
junAton with'his Army. 


To this p tis that 
the Duke Lon gener Fare Foes 
temper and his ſlowneſs, was very 
brave, being ſenſible of his deſperate 
condition , though in outward _ 

c 
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Am. 1589. he ſeem'd confident of good fuccels, 


ſtill plying the. people. from the Pul- 
pits wich Shania Lyes for their en- 
couragement; had reſolv'd with a cho- 
ſen Troup of his braveſt men, who 
were willing to follow his fortune, to 
throw himſelf into the midſt of the 
Royal Army, with his Sword in his 
hand, either to overcome, againſt all 
appearance of probability, by a gene- 
rous deſpair, (which is ſometimey pro- 
ſper'd by the chance of Arms, Y or to 

ie honqurably in uſing -the onely 
means which were now-left him, to 
oat the death of his two Bro- 
tners. q 


In this flouriſhing condition the 
King's affairs then ſtood, and to this 
low ebb was the League reduc'd, when 
fortune which plays with the lives of 
men, of which ſhe ſometimes makes a 
ridiculous Comedy , and at other 
times-a bloudy Tragedy, all on the 
ſudden chang'd the Scene, as if the 
action had been upon a Theatre, by 
the moſt Sacrilegious blow which was 
ever given, I fay not by a Man but 


by 
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by a Devil incarnate. *Tis not neceſ- 4m 1589. 

ory that I ſhou'd here relate every WTI 
| particular circumſtance of ſo execra- 

ble a deed, which is already known 

to all the world : *Tis ſufficient thatin 
performance of my duty, as an Hiſto- 

rian, I onely fay, That a young 7a- 

cobin, call'd Jaques Clement, a man of 

mean capacity , Superſtitious, and 
Fanatically devout, being perſwaded 

by the furious Sermons of the Prea- 

chers, and by a certain Viſion which 

he thought he had, that he ſhou'd be 

a Martyr if he loſt his life, for having 

Killd Henry de Yalois, was fo far in- 
toxicated with this damnable opinion, 

that he ſcrupled. not to ſay openly, 

that the people needed not to give 
themſelves ſo much trouble ; and that 

he knew well enough how to deliver 

Pars, indue time. And when it was 

known that the King was at St. Clo, 

where he had taken up his quarters, 

and was lodg'd at the Houſe of Moy- 

ſteur Ferome de Gondy, he went out of 

Paris, the next morning, which was 

the laſt of July, with-a Letter of Cre- 

dence addreſs'd to the King, from = 
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Am. 1589. firſt Preſident de Harlay, who. was at 
We that timea Priſoner in the Raffidle ; 'tis 
uncertain whether that Letter in vealiry 
was written by that illuſtrious perſon, 
deluded by the Facobin, whom he 
ta fitting Meſlenger ts convey 
ſuch intelligence, as be had to ſend, or 
whether it were counterfeited, as an 
aſſur'd meansof gaining him wm and 
opportunity toput in practice his dam- 
able —_— : 

For being introduc'd the day fol- 
lowing, about ſeven or cight a clock 
in the morning into the King's Cham- 
ber, while that good Prince, who al- 
ways receiv'd men in Orders with 
great kindneſs, was reading the Let- 
ter attentively, and bowing his bod 
to liſtea to ſome ſecret meſſage whic 

. he believ'd was brought him by the 
Fryar, (as was imported by his Creden- 
tials,) the Parricide who was kneeling 
before him, pulling out a knife from 
his ſleeve, ſtabb'd him with it into the 

* belly, and left it in the wound ; from 
whence the King drawing it, and at 
the ſame time riſing from his Chair, 
and.crying out, Thruſt it very deep 
into 


| 
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into the Fryar's forchead. There were 42,1539 


at that time in the room onely Be/e- 
garde, firſt Gentleman of the Bed- 
chamber, and La Gxeſle the Attorney 
General, who having the day before 
interrogated the Villain without find- 
ing any thing in his diſcourſe, that 

ht adminiſter the leaſt cauſe of 
ſuſpicion, had brought him to the 
King, by his own command. But 
many of the forty five entring ſud- 


denly upon the King's outcry, tell in- 
confiderately upon him in the firft 


tranſport of their fury, and in a mo- 


ment ſtuck him in with many thruſts 
without giving any attention to La 
Gueſle, who after he had ſtruck him 
with the handle of his Sword, crrd 
out as loud as he con'd poſlibly, that 
they ſhou'd not kill him : Thewretch 
immediately expiring, they threw his 
Corps all bloudy out of the Window, 
which the grand Prevoſt of the King's 
houſe, caus'd immediately to be tyed 
to four Horſes, and dragg'd about till 
it was torn in pieces. 


There are ſome who, not being able 
to 


cit 


512 


The Hiftory of the League: 


Am. 1589. to believe that one in Orders cou'd be 


by the 


capable of ſo impious an aCtion, have 
doubted that this Monſter of a man 
was either ſome Leaguer, or ſome 
True Proteſtant diſguis'd into a Fryar ; 
and a Modern Authour to fave the 
honour of the Facobins, has endeavour'd 
of late to renew and fortify this doubt, 
in the beſt manner he was able: But 
beſides that the Parricide was known 
by ſome who were of his acquaintance; 
tis moſt certain that the ſame Jaques 
Clement, who was examin'd the even- 
ing before by La Gueſſe, which 1s a- 
groce 'on all ſides, was introduc'd by 
imſelf, the next morning into the 
King's Chamber ; for it can never be 
thought, that the Attorney General, 
a man' of good underſtanding, ſhou'd 
be ſo far miſtaken, as to take another 
man for him whom he had interroga- 
ted with ſo much circumſpection- 
And yet farther, ſince the King, inthe 
Letters which he ſent to the Gover- 
nours of Provincesand to his Allies, im- 
mediately after he was wounded, fays 
poſitively, that when ht. was ſtabb'd 
Joobin, there were .onely in 


his 
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his Chamber Be/egardeand La Gueſle, Am._1589. 
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whom he had cominanded to ſtand at 
a diſtance, that he might hear what the 
'Traytour had to ſay to him in private, 
it follows neceſfarily,that cither the one 
or the other of theſe two committed 
this deteſtable action, 1f it were. not 
Jaques Clement: and the former oftheſe 
two ſuppoſitions, is what can never en- 
ter into the imagination of any reaſona- 
ble man. 


For which reaſon, without loſing 
my time either to deſtroy or leave 
doubtfull a truth ſo known, and fo ge- 
nerally agreed on by all the Writers 
of thoſe times, and confirm'd beſides 
by ſo many authentique Witneſles ; 
[ believe it ſafer to reſt fatisfi'd with 
the univerſal opinion of Mankind , 
without the leaſt daubing of the mat- 
ter in regard of his proteſſion, which 
can reflect no manner of diſhonour on 
the Facebins. For there is nc diſpute 
but all crimes are perſonal ; and there 
is no man of good ſenſe, who can 
think it reaſonable to upbraid a whole 
Order, with the guilt of one par- 
L | ticular 


$14 
Am. r$89. ticular perſon in it ; and principally 
that of Saint Dominic, which is always 
ſtor'd with excellent men, renown'd 
for their Vertue, their Learning, and 
their Pious converſation, | 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Now, though the wound was great, 
and had piercd very deep, yet the 
Chirurgeons at the firſt dreſſing were 
of opinion that the Knife had ſlippd 
betwixt the Bowels without entring 
into them, and that therefore the 
King was not hurt to death : of 
this they all aſſur'd him , and there- 
upon he ſent advice to the Princes his 
Allies, that in ten days he ſhou'd be 
able to get on horſeback. But whe- 
ther it. were that the wound was not 
ſearchd to the bottom, or that the 
knife was empoyſon'd, it was known, 
nor. long after, that the hurt was 
mortal. 


Never Prince was leſs ſurpris'd than 
he, at the certainty of death : nor re- 
ceiv'd it more calmly, more Chriſti. 
anly, or more devoutly. He confeſs'd 
himſelf three ſeveral times to the _—_ 

e 


— 


| 
| 
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de Boulogne, the Chaplain of his Cloſet, Am. 1989: 


and being advertisd by him that there 
was a Monitory out againſt him, 
and exhorted to fatisfie the Church 
in what was demanded of him, before 
he cou'd have abſolution given him, 
I am, anſwer's he, without the leaſt 
heſitation, the Eldeſt Son of the Ro- 
man Catholick Church, and will die 
ſuch. I promiſe in the preſence of 
God, and before you all, that I have 
no other defire, than to content his 
Holineſs in all hecan require from me. 
Upon which the Conteſlour being ful- 
ly fatisf'd gave him Abſolution. All 
the remainder of the day, he paſsd 
in his Devotions, and in Contempla- 
tion of Holy things ; till the King of 
Navarre being arriv'd from his Quar- 
rers at Mendon, it being now well 
onward in the night, and throwing 
himſelf on his knees before him, with 
his eyes full of tears, and without 
being able to pronounce one word, 
he raisd himſelf up a little, and lean- 
ing gently on his head, declar'd him 
his lawfull Succeſſour, commandi 
all the Nobility, who fill'd the Cham- 
Ll 2 ber 
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ber, to acknowledge and obey him 
as their King, at the ſame time telling 
him, that it he wou'd Reign peace- 
ably, it wasneceſlary for him to return 
into the Church, and to profeſs the 
Religion of all the moſt Chriſtian Kings 
his Predeceſſours. 


When. he felt the approaches of 
death, about two of the Clock in the 
Morning , he confctsd himielf once 
more, after which he call'd for the 


| holy Sacrament ; which Y:a?icum he 


receivd with incredible devotion. 
After which he continu'd in all the 
moſt fervent ations of Faith, Hope, 
and Charity, relving wholly on the 
infinite merits of the Paſſion of our 
Saviour Feſas Chriſt, pardoning all 
his Enemies from the bottom ot his 
heart, and particularly thoſe who 
had procur'd ..his death ; and there 
upon he defir'd for the third time to 
receive Abſolution, beſeeching God 
to forgive him all his Sins, even as he 
forgave all the injuries which had 
Leen done him. After this he began 
to fay the Miſerere, which he was 

7 not 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


not able to finiſh , having loſt his 4% 589: 


Speech, at theſe words, And reftore 
to me the joy of thy Salvation ; and ha- 
ving twice tign'd himſelf with the 
ſign of the Croſs, he quietly gave 
up his breath, about four of the clock 
in the morning, on the ſecond day of 
Auguſt, and in the thirty ninth year 
of his Age. 


Thus died Henry the third King of 
France andPoland , making it appear 
at his death , that during his Life he 
had in his Soul a true toundation of 
Piety , and that thoſe extraordinary 
and odd ations, which he did from 
time to time, though th:y were not 
altogether regular, nor becoming his 
Quality, yet proceeded not from that 
unworthy principle of Hypocriſie , 
with which the Leageers have fo ig- 
nominiouſly branded him : As to the 
reſt, he was a Prince who being en- 
du'd with all the Noble Qualities , 
which I have deſcrib'd in his Cha- 
racter in the beginning of this Hiſto- 
ry, had been one of the moſt excellent 
Kings who ever Reign'd, if he cou'd 
L1 3 have 
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Am. 1589. haye ſhewn them to the World, after 


his afſumption to the Crown, with the 
ſame luſtre in which they appeard 
before it. 


The Huguenots and Leaguers , who 
agree'd in nothing but their common 
hatred to this Prince, rejoyc'd equal- 
ly at his Death, and ſpoke of it as a 
kind of Miracle, and as a ſtroke pro- 
ceeding from the hand of God. © The 
* Proteſtants have written that he was 
* wounded , and died afterwards in 
* the ſame Chamber, where he had 
* procur'd the Maſſacre of St. Bartho- 
« /omew, to be reſolv'd. Notwithſtan- 
* ding which it is moſt certain, that 
* the Houſe wherein the King was 
* hurt to Death, was not Built by 
* the Sieur Jerome de Gondy, till the 
* year 1577, Which was five years 
« after the foreſaid Maſſacre. For 
* which reaſon that impoſture being 
* manifeſt, the Parliament upon the 
* complaint, which the Attorney Ge- 
* neral made concerning it, ordain'd 
© that this paſſage ſhou'd be rac'd out 
« from the addition which was =_ 
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& by Monliard; to the Iroentaire of the A:21599- 


« Hiſtory of France. 'But the Zealots 
© of Geneva have not 'been wanting , 
© to reſtore it entirely as it was before, 
« in the Imipreſſion'which they made 
* of that Book. | | 


As for the Leaguers they proclaim'd 
their Joy ſo loudly, and in ſo ſcanda- 
lous a manner, that their Books can- 
not be read” without an extreme abs 
horrence to the Writers. They pub». 
liſh'd int their Narratives Printed at 
Paris and at Lyons, that an Angel had 
declar'd 'to Faques Clement , that a 
Crown of Martyrdom'was prepard for 
him, when he had deliver'd' France 
from Henry de Yalois ; and that 'ha- 
ving communicated his Vifion: to a 
knowing man in Orders, he had ap- 
prov'd it; aſſuring him that by giv- 
ing this Stroke, he ſhou'd make him- 
ſelt as well pleaſing to God, as Judith 
was by kilting Zolophernes. * And be- 
cauſe his Prior who was called Father 
Edm. Bourgoing, was accus'd to be the 
man, amongſt all the Preachers of the 
League, who was the moſt tranſpor- 


ted 
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Am. 1589 ted in the praiſes of this abominable 


Parricide, his Subject, Apoſtrophiſing 
to him in the Pulpit, and calling hin 
the bleſſed Child of his Patriarch, and 
the Holy Martyr of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
alſo comparing him to Judith ; It was 
not doubted but that he was the per- 
ſon, by whom this young man who 
was under his charge , had been ad. 
visd and was afterwards confirm'd, in 
this his execrable reſolution. 


For which reaſon, being taken with 
Arms in his hand three Months after, 
at the aſſault of the Fauxbourgs of Pa- 
rs, his proceſs was made, and though 
he obſtinately deny'd it to his Death, 
(which he ſuffer d with a wonderfull 
reſolution ;) yet ſince he cou'd not con- 
vince the Witneſſes of falſehood who 
Swore againſt him, he was judg'd ac- 
cording to the forms of Juſtice, as he 
timfelt acknowledg'd , and drawn in 
pieces by four Horſes, according to 
the decree of the Parliament ſitting at 
Tours. 

How ſoever it were, 'tis certain, that 
the greateſt part of thoſe outrageous 
Preachers 
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Preachers of the Leagse , ſaid altoge- 4m: 


ther as much as what was alledg'd a- 
gainſt the Prior : for Monfteur Anthoine 
Loyſel has | left it Written in his 
Journal , that on the very ſame day 
whereon the King was Wounded, and 
before the news of it was come to Pa- 
ris, he heard at St. Merry the Sermon 
of Do&tour Boucher, who ſaid by way 
of conſolation to his Auditours , that 
as on that day, ( namely the firſt of 
Auguſt when the Feaſt of St. Petey in 
Priſon is celebrated, ) God had deli- 
ver'd that Apoſtle from the hands of 
Herod, 1o they ought to hope, he had 
the like mercy in ſtore for them. 
* And immediately made no ſcruple 
* to maintain this damnable propoſt- 
* tion to them, that it was an action 
* of great merit to kill an Heretique 
* King, or a favourer of Heretiques. 


The reſt of the ſame fraternity of 
Preachers , joyning in the Conlort, 
on the ſame day , held forth in the 
Pulpits with more violence than ever, 
againſt Zexry de Valow, and gave the 
people ( ſays the ſame undeniable 

M m Witneſs, ) 
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Witneſs, ) a hope almoſt in the na- 
ture of a certainty, that God wou'd 
ſpeedily deliver them , which gave 
juſt occaſion for many to believe, 
that the deviliſh deſign of that Aſſa- 
ſinate had been communicated to 
them. And when it was known that 
the Blow was given, it was order'd 
that publique Prayers ſhou'd be made 
in all the Churches of the City, toge- 
ther with a ſolemn aCtion of thankſgiv- 
ing to Almighty God. For a whole 
Week together they made Proceſſions 
from all the Pariſhes, to the Church 
of the Facobins, and exhorted the peo- 
ple to diſtribute their Alms liberally 
to the Religious of that Cloyſter , for 
the ſake of Fryer Jaques Clement ; as al- 
ſo to extend their Charity to his poor 
Relations. 


To conclude, Doctour Roze, Biſhop 
of Senlis an old man, and moſt outra- 
gious Leaguer Preach'd there , accor- 
ding to the direQion of the Council 
of Sixteen, which was ſent in Tickets 
to all the Preachers in the City, on 
Sunday the ſixth of Auguft , _— 
they 
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they were appointed to inſiſt particu- 
larly on three Heads , which I will 
here ſet down as they are expreſs'd in 
the Tickets themſelves ; that it may 
be notorious with what an Egyptian 
blindneſs, that infamous Cabal of the 
League was then ſtruck. © Take 
* them in their own Words. x. You 
« are to juſtifie the aQtion of the Fa- 
© cobin, becauſe it is a parallel to that 
&* of. Judith, fo much _—_—_— in the 
* Holy Scriptures. For he who hears 
* not the Church, ought to be ac- 
* counted as an Heathen or an FZolo- 
* fernes. 2. Cry out againſt thoſe, 
* who ſay that the King of Navarre is 
*to be receiv'd, in caſe he goes to 
* Maſs : Becauſe he can be but an U- 
* ſurper of the Kingdom , being Ex- 
* communicated , and alſo ſtanding 
* excluded from that of Navarre. 
<, F Exhort the Magiſtracy , to pub- 
* liſh againſt all thoſe who ſhall main- 
* tain the King of Navarre, that they 
* are attainted of the crime of He- 


* refie, and as ſuch to proceed againſt 
* them. 
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But after all theſe doings, this bru- 
tal joy of the Leaguers for the Death 
of Henry the Third, was immedi- 
ately after turnd: into fadneſs, and 
at the laſt into deſpair, by the wiſe ma- 
nagement , and incomparable valour 
of his Succeſlour Henry de Bourbon , 
to whom God had preordaind the 
Glory of reſtoring the happineſs of 
France , by the utter deſtrution of 
the Leagae, which had laid it deſolate. 
The relation of which, is the Buſineſs 
of the fourth and laſt part of my pre- 
ſent Hiſtory. 


THE 


THE 


HISTORY 


OF IHE 


LEAGUE. 


LIS.. 10. 


—_—_ 


= Henry King of Na- 
varre, whom the deceas'd 
King had at his Death de- 
clard his Lawful Succeſlor, imme- 
diately took upon himſelf, the Sove- 
raign Title of King of Fraxce, yet 
was he not acknowledg'd for ſuch, 
at the ſame time by the whole Ar- 
my. The Hugonots, whom he had 
brought to the Aſſiſtance of his 
Predeceſſoc, were the firſt to 
render him Homage, as no ways 


Aaa doubt- 
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Am. 1529. doubting, but that the World was 
now their own, and that Calviniſm 
{hou'd be the predominant Religion 
in Frazce, under a Proteſtant King, 
But this very Conlideration, gave 
great trouble and anxiety of Mind to 
that prudent Prince ; who plainly 
ſaw, that the Ctholicks foreſeeing 
this Misfortune, of which they were 
extreamly apprehenſive, might pol- 
ſibly reunite themſelves againſt him ; 
and that the Huzuenots, who were 
without Compariſon the weaker 
Party, cou'd never be able to ſupport 
him on the Throne. 

In effeCt, there was,during all that 
day, and the whole night following, 
a great Conteſtation of Opinions, a- 
mongſt the Catholique Lords of the 
Army, in relation to this Aﬀair. Ma- 
ny of them, who conſider'd more 
their private Intereſt, .than the pub- 
lique Good, were defirous to make 
advantage of a JunCture, ſo fayoura- 
ble for the eſtabliſhment of their For- 
tunes, and to ſell their Obedience at 
the higheſt Rate they cou'd, by rai- 
ling their Governments into Princi- 
palites, which had been to canto- 

nize 
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nize the Monarchy. There were 4; 1585: 


great numbers of them, led by diffe- 
rent Motives, ſome by a true Zeal for 
Religion, others by the Averſion 
which they had for this new King, 
which they diſguis'd with a ſpecious 
pretence of Zeal, who wou'd abſo- 
_ have it, that he ſhou'd inſtant- 
ly declare himſelf a Catholique ; 
which cou'd not poſſibly be done, ei- 
ther with the Kings Honour, or with 
Proviſion of ſecurity to the Catho- 
liques ; becauſe too much of Con- 
ſtraint was evident in ſuch an ACtion. 
Some there were alſo, who main- 
tain'd, that fince his Birth, and the 
Fundamental Law of the Land, had 
brought him to the Throne of which 
his Heroick Virtues had render'd him 
moſt worthy, it was their Duty to 
acknowledge him, and to obey him 
chearfully, without impoſing on him 
the leaſt Conditions. But this was 
it, which the greateſt part of them 
thought too dangerous to Religion, 
which they were unwilling to ha- 

zard by ſuch a Complement. 
In concluſion, after this important 
Afﬀair had been throughly examin'd 
Aaa 2 in 
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neral Aſſembly of the Catholique 
Princes and Lords, which was held 
in the Lodgings of Francis de Lux- 
embourg, Duke de Piney, they came 
to an A reement the next Morning, 
by holding a juſt Temperament be- 
twixt the two Extreams. For, 
without inſiſting on their private In- 
tereſts, that they might aQ frankly, 
and like Gentlemen, it was deter- 
min'd. that the King ſhou'd be ac- 
knowledg'd ; but upon condition, that 
he . ſhdu'd cauſe himſelf to be in- 
ſtructed within ix months time, by 
the moſt able Prelates of the King 
dom; that he ſhou'd reſtore the Ex- 
erciſe of the Catholique Relipion, in 
all places from whence it h1d been 
baniſh'd, and remit the Eccleſi- 
aſtiques into the full and entire Pol- 
ſeſſion of all their Goods; that he 
ſhou'd beſtow no Governments 
on Hugonots; and that this Aﬀem- 
bly might have leave to depute ſome 
perſons to the Pope, to render him an 

account of their Proceedings. 
This Accommodatjon. was fign'd 
by all the Lords, excepting. only: yr 
" Duke 
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Duke of - Eſper-or, and the Sieur de 4. 1585. 


Vitry; who abſolutely refusd their 
Conſent to®it:+ Yirry went immedi- 
ately into Py, and there put'himi- 
ſelf into the Service of the Leaze,; 
which he believ'd at that time; to be 
the cauſe of Religion. As for the 
Duke of Eſpernon, he had no incli- 
nation to go over to the League, 
which had-ſo often ſolicited his Ba- 
niſhment from Court. - But whether 
it were, that being no longer 
ſupported ſince his Maiters Death, he 
fear'd the Hatred and Reſentment of 
the greateſt Perſons about the King, 
and even of the King himſelf, whom 
he had very much offended during the 
time of his Favour, in which it was 
his only buſineſs to enrich himſelf; 
or were it that he was afraid he 
ſhow'd be requir'd ro lend ſome parc 
of that great Wealth, which he had 
{crapd together ; he, very unſeaſo- 
nably, and more unhandſomly, began 
to raiſe Scruples, and ſeem'd to be 
troubled with Pangs of Conſcience, 
which never had been thought an 

great grievance to him formerly ; fl 
that he took his leave of the King, 
Nas 3: 
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Am. 1589. and retir'd to his Government, with 
2 or 3ooo Foot, and 5oo Horſe, 
which he had brought to the Service 
of his late Maſter. 

This pernicious Example was fol- 
low'd by many others, who under 
pretence of ordering their Domeſtick 
Afairs,ask*d leave to be gone (which 
the King dard not to refuſe them) or 
{ufter'd themſelyes to be ſeduc'd by 
the Profters and Solicitations of the 
League ; fo that the King, not being 
in a condition any longer to beliege 
Paris, was forc'd to divide his re- 
maining Troops, comprehending in 
that number, thoſe which Sazcy ſtill 
preſerv*d for his Uſe and Service. 
Nf the whole, he form'd three little 
Bodies ; one for Picardy, under the 
Command of theDuke of Lonenct ill , 
another for Champaione, under the 
Marſhal a Aumoznt; and himſelf led 
the third into/Nor-22ndp where he was 
to receive Supplies from Ex2/azd ; and 
where, with that ſmall Remainder 
of his Forces, he gave the firſt Shock 
to the Army of the Leagre, which 
at that time, was become more 
powerful, than ever it had been for- 

merly, 
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merly, or than ever it was after- 4m. 1585 
wards WI 

In effeRt, thoſe, who after the Bar- 
ricades had their eyes ſo far open'd, 
as to diſcover, that the League in 
which they were ingag*d, was no 0- 
ther than a manifeſt Rebellion againſt 
their King, ſeeing him now dead, 
believ'd there was no other Intereſt 
remaining on their ſide, but that of 
Religion, and therefore reunited 
themſelves with the reſt, to keep out 
a Heretick Prince from the Poſſeſſion 
of the Crown. And truly this pre- 
rence became at that time ſo very 
plauſible, that an infinite number of 
Catholiques, of all Ranks - and Quali- 
ties, dazled with ſo ſpecious an ap- 
pearance, made no doubt, but that it 
was better for them to periſh, than to 
endure that he whom they believd 
obitinate in his Hereſie, ſhou'd aſcend 
the Throne of St. Lewrs ; and were de- 
firons that ſome other King might be 
eletted. Nay farther, there were 
ſome of them, who took this occali- 
on, once more, to preſs the Duke 
of Mayenzne, that he wou'd aſſume 
that Regal Office, which it wou'd be 

Aaava4 calle 
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Ar. 1585. eafie for him to maintain, with all the 
Forces of the united Catholiques, of 
which he already was the Head ; but 
that Prince, who was a prudent man, 
fearing the dangerous conſequences of 
{o bold an Undertakin , lik'd better 
at thefirſt,to retain for himſelf all the 
Eſſentials of Kingſhip, and to leave 
the Title of it to the old Cardinal of 
Boxurboy, who was a Priſoner, and 
whom he declar'd King, under the 
Name of Charles the Tenth, by the 
Council of the Union. 

At this time it was, that there 
were {catter'd through all the King- 
dom, a vaſt number of ſcandalous 
Pamphlets, and other Writings, in 
which the Authors of them pre 
tended to prove, that Henry of 
Bourbon, ſtood lawfully excluded from 
the Crown; thoſe who were the 
moſt eminent of them, were the two 
Advocates general for the League, in 
the Parliament of Paris ; Lewis a Or- 
leans, and Anthony Hotman, The 
firſt, was Author of that very ſeditt- 
ous Libel, calld The Englith Catho- 
{/que. And the ſecond, wrote a Trea- 
tiſe, calld The R:eht of the Uncle 4- 

24inſt 
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gainſt the Nephew, in the Succeſſion of n_ 


the Crown. But there happen'd a plea- 
fant Accident, concerning this : Fran- 
cis Hotman a Civilian, and Brother to 
the Advocate,feeing this Book, which 
paſs*d from hand to hand in Germany, 
where he then was, maintain'd with 
ſolid Arguments and great Learn- 
ing; The Right of the Nephew againſt 
the Uncle ; and made manifeſt in an 
excellent Book, which he publiſl'd 
on this Subje&t, the Weakneſs and 
falſe Reaſoning of his Adverſaries 
Treatiſz, without knowing that it 
was written by his Brother, who had 
not put his Name to it. 

The Lea2ve having a King, to 
whom the Crown of right belong'd, 
after Hezry the Fourth his Nephew, 
in caſe he had ſurvivd him, by this 
Pretence increas'd in Power : becauſe 
the King of $p4i and the Duke of 
Loyrrain and Savoy, who, during the 
Life of the late King their Ally, durſt 
not declare openly = him, for 
his Rebellious Subjects ; now, after 
his Death , acknowledging this 
Charles the Tenth for King, made no 
difficulty to ſend Supplies to the 
Duke 
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Am. 1589- Duke of Mayenae, infomuch that he, 


after having publiſhd through all 
France, a Declaration made in Auguſt, 
by which he exhorts all F7cach Ca- 
tholicks to reunite themſelves with 
thoſe, who would not ſuiter an Here- 
tique to be King, had raisd at the 
beginning of September, an Army of 
25000 Foot and 8000 Horle. 

With theſe Forces he pals'd the 
Seine at Vernon , marching direaly 
towards the King, who after he had 
been receivd into Poxt del' Arch, and 
Diepe, which Captain %/c7, and the 
Commander de Chates, had fſurren- 
dred to him ; made a [how of belieg- 
ing Rouen, not having about him a- 
bove 7 or 8000 Men. This ſo potent 
an Army of the Leaouers, compos'd 
of French and Grrmans, Lorrainers 
and M/4/,-2zs, which he had not ima- 
gin'd cou'd have beer} ſo ſoon afſem- 
bled, and which was now coming on 
to overwhelm him; conſtraind him 
roretire ſpeedily towards Dzepe,where 
he was in danger to have been incom- 
paſs'd round without any poſſibility 
of Eſcape, but only by Sea into Ezz- 
land, it the Duke of Mayenne —_— 
{cl 
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ken up the reſolution, as he ought to 4"n._1589- 


have done, from the firſt moment 
when he took the Field , to purſue 
him eagerly and without the leaſt de- 
lay, But while he proceeding with 
his natural ſlowneſs , which was his 
way of being wiſe, trifled out his time 
inlong deliberations, when he ſhou'd 
have come to AQtion, he gave leiſure 
to the King to fortifie his Camp at 
Arques , a League and half from 
Diepe ; incloling with ſtrong retrench- 
ments the Caſtle, and the Bourg ſci- 
tuated on the Brow of an Hill, which 
overlooks the little River of Berhuze, 
the Mouth of which forms the Haven 
that belongs to Dzepe. 

He had ſcarcely fini{h*d this great 
work, wherein all his Army was im- 
ployed, after the Example of their 
King, during three days with incre- 
dible diligence ; when the Duke of 
Mayeane , who had ſquandred away 
his time, yet once again, in retaking 
thoſe little Places round about, of 
which the King had lately poſleſs'd 
himſelf, drew near to Arques, with 
purpoſe to diſlodge him. But when 
he had obſerv'd that he was too ſtrong 
on 


742 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Am. 1589 on that ſide to be forc'd, he turn'd on 


the Right Hand, paſſing the Bethune 
ſomewhat higher, and went to poſt 
himſelf on the other Hill, which is 0- 
ver againſt Arques , with the River 
betwixt both Parties; from whence 
he might more eaſily attacque the 
Bourg below, and poſleſs himſelf of 
Polet, the Fauxbourg of Diepe, onthe 
{ame fide. | 
But the foreſight of the King had 
provided forall Events in every place ; 
for he had carried on his Retrench- 
ments as far as an Hoſpital for ſick 
People, called the Maladery, near the 
River, and plac'd Chatillon, Colonel 
of the Foot, with goo Men in Pur, 
which alſo was retrench'd. In the 
mean time, the Duke having fix'd his 
re{olution to win the Fauxbonro, and 
to force the Quarters at Arques, ap- 
pear'd in Batralia the (ixteenth of S-p- 
tember, on the Hills, march'd the one 
half of his Army at day-break towards 
Polet, and lodg*d the other half at 
the Village of Mrtinziſe, in the Val- 
ly, to attacque the fortifi'd Maladery. 
The two attempts which he made . 
that day, prov'd very — to 
im : 
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him : For the King , who in Perſon 4m._1589: 


haſtned to Poler, putting himſelf at 
the Head of his Forces, on the out- 
fide of the Retrenchments, maintain'd 
the Skirmiſh with great bravery du- 
ring the whole day, the Enemy not 
daringall the while tocloſe with him, 
nor being able to gain the leaſt inch 
of ground from him , and art laſt, 
forc'd them to retire ſhamefully in the 
Night , into the ruins of a Village 
which was burn'd, after having kill'd 
and made Priſoners a great number of 
their moſt forward men. And the 
next morning, his Soldiers encourag'd 
by his preſence, and by the contempt 
which they -had of their cowardly E- 
nemies , went to attacque them in 
their barricaded Village, where they 
kill'd above an hundred of them, with- 
out the loſs of a fingle man. 

Thoſe of the Enemy , who were 
poſted at Martingliſe, behav'd them- 
{elves much better than their Fellows, 
and accordingly they came off with 
greater loſs : For having maintain'd 
the skirmiſh for ſome time, and en-+ 
* -deavouring to diſlodge thoſe, who. 
had lia'd the Hedges that were near 


the 
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tachment of their Men, who gave an 
Aſſaulr to the Corps de garde of the 
Maladery, in hope to carry the Re- 
trenchments. But the Mareſchal 4: 
Byron , who commanded in Arques, 
and who was advanc'd to the Mla- 
dery, to ſuſtain thoſe who defended it, 
gave orders to the Grand Prior of 
France and Damville, to charge thoſe 
bold Leaguers, with a choſen Squa- 
dron of his braveſt Men ; who gave 
in upon them with ſo much fury, that 
he forc'd them back to Martino l:/” in 
much diſorder , after having KkilPd 
them 150 of their beſt Soldiers, and 
wounded a much greater number, 
The Cornet of the Duke d- Nemours 
was taken in this Fight, and 20 Gen- 
tlemen of Note made Priſoners. 
This double Misfortune having 
diſcouragd the Army of the 
League, the Duke of Mayenne lay 
ſtill four or five days together in his 
Quarters, thar he might give his 
Soldiers a little time to recover of 
their Fright ; after which, having 
reaſſembled all his Forces, he com- 
manded them to pals the River ſome- 
what 
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what after Midnight, in order to at- "AI 


racque the Retrenchments , from 
which ſome of them had been re- 
pulsd ſo vigorouſly, and which he 
now hop'd he might carry by ſur- 
priſe : For this Attempt was to be 
made at break of Day, and with 
his whole Army, which was thrice 
the number of the Royaliſts. But the 
King having had timely notice of his 
Deſign, was gone in Perſon into the 
Trenches two or three hours before 
day, and had diſpos'd all things in 
good order for their Reception; ha- 
ving ſtrongly man'd the Trenches 
with his Infantry, and drawn up his 
Cavalry withour the Lines, to break 
the firſt Onſet of the Enemy. 

This hindred not the Duke of 
M:yeanc frompurſuing his Enterprile, 
till he brought it to an Ingagement ; 
which was very long, and exceeding 
ſharp betwixt the two Armies. The 
Kings Cavalry, gain'd immediately 
ſome Advantage againſt that of the 
League. The Grand Prieur, who 
was afterwards Count of Auvergne, 
and Duke of Az2onle/mehaving killd 
with his Piſtol, the Sizur de Sa- 
onnt, 
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Ann. 1589. g0nne , who was Colonel of the 

Leagu's Light Horſe, drove back that 

uadron, conſiſting of four or five 

hundred men, as far as the Standard of 

the Union; and the Duke of Aumale, 

who with a Groſs of ſix hundred 

Horſe, had put him to the Retreat, 

together with three Troops of Men 

at Arms, who ſuſtain'd him as far as 

to the edge of the Retrenchments, 

was then conſtrain'd to give back 

himſelf in ſome diforder, to get out 

of danger from the Cannon, which 

furiouſly plard upon his Squadron. 

But the ſecond Onſet, which the 

- . Duke of Mayzemnre commanded to be 

IO given by the Lanſquenets of Colalte, 

_ "2 and Tremble-court , having the 

Count of Bel: at their Head, ſu- 

ſtain'd on the Right, by the Duke 

of Nemours (who had brought from 

his Government of Lyons three thou- 

{and Foot, with a brisk Body of Ca- 

valry) and on the Left, by the Duke 

of 4«male, with twelve hundred 
Horſe, was much more ſucceſsful. 

For while rhey were. furiouſly 

combating, both on the Right and 

Left, with the #7cx5/ and Swiſſes of 

Galatt 
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Galati, and Meru Montmorancy-Darn- 
ville their Colonel, the Lanſquenets 
of the League, whether it wete by 
Stratagem, or through Cowardiſe, 
cried out to the Royalliſts, who de- 
fended that Quarter, that they wou'd 
come over to their Side, and were 
thereupon receiv'd within the Lines. 
Their Captains in like manner, made 
ſolemn Proteſtation to ſerve the King, 
provided they miglit have Security, 
that their Muſters ſhould be pay'd, 
which was promis'd them by the 
King. But while that gallant Prince 
went haſtily from place to place, giv: 
ing out his Orders to repulſe the Ene- 
my , theſe perfidious People , ob- 
ſerving that the Duke of Nemours 
had broken the Battalion of the Sm1- 
ſes, immediately turn'd their Arms 
againſt thoſe who had receiv'd them; 
and poſſeſs*'d themſelves of that part 
of the Lines, which they deliver'd 
to the Leaguers, who purſuing their 
Fortune, made themſelves Maſters of 
the Maladery. Inſomuch, that the 
Kings Forces having art the ſame time 
to deal with their Enemies who 
were without, and thoſe who were 
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whoſebuſlineſs it was to have ſuſtain'd 
thoſe who made the Attaque with 
the Groſs of his Army, had taken 
hold of that happy Opportunity, to 
break into the Lines after them, with 
all his Forces, *tis exceeding probable, 
that the greater number muſt have 
oppreſs'd the leſs, by multitudes 
paurd in upon them, and that he 
had that day obtain an abſolute and 
deciſive Victory. 

Bur as he never did any thing in 
haſt, but when he fled for ſafety of 
his Life, his March was too flow, to 
make fitting uſe of ſo fair an Occaſi- 
on, where alſo his good Fortune de- 
pended on his Speed; which occali- 
on'd the loſs of that Advantage. For 
the Count of Chaſtillox on the one 
ſide, running to the Succour of the 
King with the twoRegiments, which 
were in Arques ; and on the other 
ſide the Duke of Monrpenſier, and 
the brave La Noe, ranging them- 
ſelves with their Gendarmery by 
his fide ; that valiant Prince, who 
had already rallied the greateſt part 
of his Souldiers, whom the m— 
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had affrighted and put into diſorder, 4m. 1589. 


ſo furiouſly chargd the Regiments 
of Colalte, and Tremblecour, that they 
were forcd to quit the Retrench- 
ments and the Maladery, with more 
ſpeed than they had enter'd them, 
and to retreat towards the Duke of 
Mayenne, who ſeem'd by his heavy 
March and {ſlow Advance, as if his 
Buſineſs was only to receive them, 
and not to ſuſtain and ſecond them. 
And, at the ſame time, the Cannon 
of the Caſtle, which had him fair be- 
fore them, playing terribly into his 
Army, conſtrained him to take Ins 
way back to his Quarters, and leave 
the Victory to the King, who fil 
maintain'd the Poſſeſſion of A4rques, 
from which his Enemies had endea- 
vourd to diſlodge him. 

And what was yer a greater dif- 


grace to the Duke of Mayerre, four' 


or five days after this, fetching a long 
compaſs, and poſting himſelt before 
Diepe, with purpoſe of beſieging it, 
he was himſelf beſieg'd by the little 
Army of the King, who being lodg'd 
out of the Town over againſt his 
Camp, ply'd him night and day with 
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once to come forth and make his 
Approaches. Inſomuch, that after 
ten days ſtay, without having per- 
form'd any thing, he rais'd this pre- 
tended Siege, re-paſs'd the River, 
and retir'd into Picardy, under pre- 
tence that his Preſence was neceſſary 
in thoſe Parts, to hinder the affocia- 
ted Towns of that Province, from 
putting themſelves into the ProteQi- 
on of the Spaniards, who were las 
bouring under-hand, to beguile the 
Simplicity of thoſe poor People. 
This was the ſucceſs of that Enter- 
priſe of the League, which, with 
their thirty thouſand men, boaſted 
that they would take the King of 
Navarre, or the Bearnois, as thoſe 
Rebels infolently calPd him, and bring 
him Priſoner to Paris, where the 
Dutcheſs of Moztpenſi:r and otherLa- 
dies had already hir d Windows and 
Balconies in St. Deznis-Street, from 
whence they might have the Plea- 
{ure, to ſee him grace the Triumph 
of the Duke de Mayerne with his 
Captivity, But God had otherwiſe 
ordaind, and that memorable Fight 
at 
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at Arques, wherein, according to all 4m. 1589. 


humane probability, the King with 
that handful of men, ſhowd have 
have fallen under the weight of ſo 
formidable a Power, was the fatal 
point of declination to the League. 
For though their General had not 
loſt above ſeven or eight hundred men 
in that Engagement, yet he loſt in it, 
the Honour and Reputation of the 
party, which ſince that day, never 
did any thing conſiderable, but what 
made for the glory of their Conque- 
ror ; by furniſhing him with new oc- 
calions,to make appear his Clemency 
in pardoning, or his Valour in ſab- 
duing them, which ſucceeded not 
long afterwards, to his immortal 
Fame. 

For as ſoon as he had receiy'd 
the Succours, which he expeQted 
from Ezel::4, of four thouſand men ; 
and thar the Duke of Loxawewlle, 
and Marſhal Biroz had joyn'd him 
with their Forces, which they 
brought from P:cirdy and Champatgne, 
he march*d upward againſtthe Courſe 
of the Seizz2, as far as Meulan, where 
perceiving that the Duke of Mayenne 
Bbb 3 (who. 
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towards him, if his Heart had ſerv'd 
him for the Combat) appear'd not 
in thoſe Parts, he paſs'd the River, 
and on the thirty firſt of OFober, took 
up his Quarters in the ſight of Pars, 
at the Villages of. If, Vaugirard, 
Montrouge and Gentilly, with reſolu- 
tion, the next morning to attaque 
the Fauxbourgs of that great City, 
which the Pariſians had Breified, 

In order to which, he divided all 
his Infantry into three Bodies, that 
the Aſſault might be made at the 
{ame time, in three ſeveral places. 
The firſt under Marſhal de Biroz , on 
the ſide of the Fauxbourgs St. Marcear, 
and St, YVittor ; the next, command- 
ed by Marſhal 4 Aumont, aſſiſted by 
Damville the Colonel of the Swiſſes, 
and Bellegard the Grand Eſcuyer, at 


| the Head of the Fauxbourg St. Jac- 


ques, and at that of St. Michael ; and 
the third led on by the Sieurs de Cha- 
filly and La Neve, right over a- 
gainſt the Gates of St. Germain, Buſſy, 
and Neſle, Phey were ſuſtain'd by 
as many groſs Squadrons of Caval- 
Ty ; at the Head of which, was the 
| Count 
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Count de Soiſſons, on the right hand, ——_ 


the Duke of Lononerille on the left, 
and the King himſelf in the midſt ; on 
the fide of the Fauxbourg St. Jacques : 
and four pieces of Cannon follow?'d 
each of theſe great Bodies, to dif. 
charge againſt the Gates of the City, 
ſo ſoon as the Fauxbargs ſhould be 
won. 

Never was any Enterpriſe better 
laid ; ſo that the ſucceſs of it already 
ſeem'd infallible. For belides the 
ſtrength of the Afſailants without 
the Town, they held a ſecret Intel- 
gence within it, which was dex- 
trouſly manag'd by the Preſident N;- 
cholas Potier, de Blans Meſzil, who 
who having freed himſelf out of the 
Hands of Buſſy , by a great ſum of 
Money, had gain'd a good number of 
thoſe whom the Leaguers ſuſpe&ted 
to be Royalliſts, and whom they 
call'd Pollitiques, by whoſe Aſſiſtance, 
he was to make himſelf Maſter of 
one of the Gates, and then deliver it 
tothe King. 

The invincible courage of that Pre- 


ſident, and his inviolable fidelity, in 


the ſervice of the Kings his Maſters, 
Bbb 4 in 
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fa, 1585. jn thoſe troubleſom and rebellious 


times, will perpetuate his Memory in 
all Ages, and raiſe a Veneration to his 
Name in Frazce, particularly in Pars, 
his Native Town, which he honourd 
as much by his ſingular Vertue, as he 
was honour by it in his Birth, being 
deſcended from one of the moſt An- 
cient Families of that Great City. He 
had the generoſity, for the ſervice of 
his Prince and the ſafety of the State, 
to expoſe himſelf to the imminent 
danger of death, by the fury of the 
Sixteen. For thofe brutal Wretches 
fearing his great parts, his Courage 
and his Vertue , which they knew 
5 never to be diverted from the 
plain ways of Honeſty and Honour, 
put him twice in Priſon, once in the 
Baſtile, and again in the Tower of the 
Lowure, where he ran the hazard of 
his Life, if he had not been deliverd 
by the good Offices which were done 
him by ſome Perſons, who had the 
reſolution to oppoſe the fury of thoſe 
Tyrants. And when in proceſs of 
time, he found he cou?d do no more 
ſervice to the King in Paris, he retird 
to him who _ 11m CR” of 
tnat 
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that part of his Parliament which was 4": 1 589. 


eſtabliſhed at Chaalons. He had the 
happineſs to be Son to a Counlellor, 
who acquir'd ſo much reputation in 
the exerciſe of his Office, that the 
Chancellor de ” Hoſpital has faid of 
him in one of his Poems, that he de- 
ſerv'd the Court ſhou'd ereQ his Sta- 
tue in the Temple of Juftice ; and at 
this day, after his death, has the ho- 
nour to be Grandfather to another 
Nicholas de Potier, whom the Wiſeſt 
and Greateſt of all Kings, who un- 
derſtands the merit of Men, and 
underſtands alſo to reward it , has 
placd at the Head of his Parliament 
of Peers. 

All things then being well diſpos'd 
(by means of the Intelligence which 
was held with the Preſident, De Blaxc 
M-/zil) to make the Kings Enterpriſe 
lucceed; on A/! Saints day, very early 
in the morning, and under covert of 
a thick miſt, the Fortifications, and 
the Head of the Fauxbourgs were at- 
tacqu'd at once in three ſeveral parts, 
with ſo much vigor and relolutzon, 

' that they were all carryed by plain 
torce, in leſs than an hour. Seven or 


Eight 
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4m. 1589. Eight Hundred of the Defendants 


were ſlain in the Aſſault , Thirteen 
Pieces of Cannon were taken, and if 
the Kings Artillery had come up at 
the time which he delignd, *cis cer- 
tain that this great Prince, who at 
Seven of the Clock entred the Faux- 
bourg of St. Facques, and was there re- 
ceivd with the loud acclamations of 
Vive Le Roy, had made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of the Quarter of the Univerſity, 
without much difficulty or hazard. 
But the Sieur de Roſne, who com- 
manded at that time in Paris, having 
had the leiſure to fortifie the Gares, 
by reaſon of that delay, and the Duke 
of Mayenne , to whom he had given 
notice of the Kings approach, being 
entred into the Town the next morn- 
ing, with all his Forces ; the King 
ſatisfied himſelf with letting the Pa- 
riſians know by what he had done, 
that the News which was induſtri- 
ouſly ſpread amongſt them of his de- 
feat at Dzepe, was notorioully falſe. 
And after having ſtaid three long 
hours in Battalia before the Town, as 
it were, to reproach the weakneſs or 


cowardiſe of their Commanders, who 
durſt 
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durſt not venture without their Walls, 4m. 1 58g. 
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he went to retake, during the Win- 
ter, in Vandomois, Touratn , Anjon, 
Mayne, Perche, and the Lower Nor- 
andy, the greateſt part of the Towns 
and Strong Places which held for the 
League ; which now began to deſtroy 
it ſelf by the ſame means which were 
intended for its preſervation. In this 
following manner. 

Thoſe of the Union endeavour'd all 
they cou'd, tooblige his Holineſs and 
the King of Spam, that they wou'd 
openly eſpouſe their Party, in which 
at length they ſucceeded , through 
the proteſtations which were made 
by their Agents at Rome and at Ma- 
drid, that in caſe they were not ſpee- 
dily and Ur omen aſſiſted by both 
of them, they muſt of neceſſity make 
an Accommodation with the King of 
Navarre ; which neither the Pope 
nor King Ph/ip cou'd bear with pati- 
ence. The Firſt, for fear that France 
ſhou'd fall under the Dominion of a 
Prince who was an Hererick : And the 
Second, becauſe he was deſirous to 
foment the diviſions which were a- 
mongſt us, hoping to make his ad- 
vantage 
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vantage of them, either by reducing 
the whole Kingdom into his power, 
or at leaſt by diſmembring a great 
part of it. In this manner, Pope S:x- 
#4, as intelligent as he was, being 
deluded by the Commander of Dz«, 
and by his Partners, who made him 
believe, that the Nawarrors cou'd not 
poſſibly eſcape from the hands of the 
Duke of Mayeane, who had coop'd 
him up and ſurrounded him in a cor- 
ner of Vormaznady, ſent Cardinal Caje- 
tan his Legat into France, who was 
born Subject to the King of Spazz, and 
was alſo a Spaniard in his Principles, 
and by his Obligations ; who came to 
Paris in the beginning of January, 
bringing with him Bills of Exchange 
for 300000 Crowns, together with 
an Expreſs Order, to cauſe a Catho- 
lick King to be Elected. 

On the other ſide, Do» Bernard:z 
de M-n102a,King Philip's Embaſſador, 
being ſupported by the FaCtion of the 
Sixteen, the Preachers of the League, 
and the Monks, of which the greateſt 
part were intirely devoted to the Spa- 
niard, made, in the General Council 
of the Uz7oz, on the part of his wa 

er, 
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ſer, very plauſible and advantageous 
Propoſitions for the eaſe of rhe Peo- 
ple, with promiſe of affiſting them 
withall the Forces of that Monarchy : 
Proteſting alſo, that his King, who 
was Mafter of ſo many Countries, 
the Titles of which he haughtily ſet 
forth, pretended not tothat of Fraxce, 
cither for himſelf or for . his Son ; 
and that in recompence of thole great 
Succours which he intended to give 
the Catholicks, he demanded nothing 
more, than the honour to be ſolemn- 
ly declard, The Protetor of France, 
Now this was in effe& the very thing 
which moſt contributed to x ruin 
of the Leagne, and the ſafeguard of 
the State; becauſe this artificial Pro- 
polition, joyn'd with the Inſtructions 
of the Legat, fully opened the Duke 
of Mayenne's Eyes, and gave him the 
means of diſcovering the intentions 
of the Spaniards, whoſe delign was to 
eſtabliſh their Kings Authority on the 
ruigs of his ; and conſequently , he 
crook up a firm reſolution of oppoſing 
their endeavours, as he always did 
irom that time forward, by the ad- 
vice of fome honeſt men about _ 
an 
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Am. 1550. and particularly Monſieur de Villeroy. 


That wiſe and able Miniſter of 
State, who ſerv'd hve of our Kings, 
with ſo much Fidelity and Reputati- 
on, having obſerv'd, that by reaſon 
of ſome ill Offices which were done 
him to the Late King his Maſter, he 
cou'd no longer remain with ſafety in 
the Towns which obeyed him, nor 
at his own Houſe during the War, 
and that he had not been able to pro- 
cure ſo much as a Paſsport for his de- 
parture out of the Kingdom, was con- 
ſtrained to make his retreat to Paris 
with his Father, and to enter into the 
Party of the Union. But it may be 
truly ſaid of him that he entred into 
it, as did the Loyal and Wiſe Huſha: 
into- that of Abſalom at Jeruſalem ; 
there to deſtroy all the devices and 
pernicious Counſels of the wicked 4- 
chitoph-1l, which only tended to the 
total ruin of Dav:d the lawful King, 
againt whom the Capital City of his 
Kingdom was revolted. In the ſame 
manner, the Sear de Villeroy embrac'd, 
not out of pure neceſſity , the _ 
of the League, and plac'd not himfelf 
with the Duke of Mayenze in _— 
wig 
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who was in Aftual War with his ©z59* 


King, but only to obtain the means, 
by his good Counſels, to undermine 
the purpoſes of the Spaniards ; who 
under pretence of endeavouring the 
preſervation of Religion in Fraxce, 
deſign*d the Subverſion of the State. 
And as David thought it fitting, that 
Hulbai ſhou*'d continue at Jeruſalem, 
without leaving Abſalom, becauſe he 
well knew that he would be more 
ſerviceable to him there, than if he 
kept him near his Perſon ; in like 
manner Henry the Fourth, who knew 
the dexterity and faithfulneſs of Mon- 
freur de Villeroy , woud not that he 
ſhou'd go out from Paris, after the 
death of his Predeceſſor, or be with 
him , becauſe he was fatisfied that 
this Great Man, would be able to do 
him greater Service by ſtaying with 
the Duke of Mayenne, where by his 
wiſe Remonſtrations, and the credit 
which he had acquir'd with that 
Prince, he might break the meaſures 
of the Spaniards and their Adherents. 
He continued this politique ma- 
nagement to the end, and principally 
on that occaſion, whereon yn 
EITNET 
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Am. 1590. either the felicity or the unhappineſs 


of this Kingdom, according to there- 
ſolution which ſhou'd be taken : For 
the Duke of Mzavenre having ask'd 
him his opinion, 1n relation to what 
the Legat and Mendoza had proposd, 
he gave him ealily to underſtand, 
chat all thoſe plauſible Propoſitions 
which were.made by the Legat, by 
Mexdo2.4, and the Sixteen, were in- 
tended only to deprive him of his Au- 
thority, and to ſubject him, and the 
whole Party of the Vz:oz, under the 
domination of the Spaniards, who 
wou'd not fail to uſurp upon the 
French , and to perpetuate the War, 
thereby to maintain their own great- 
neſs. That in his preſent condition, 
without ſuffering an Head to be con- 
ſtituted above him, he had War and 
Peace at his diſpoling, together 
with the glory of having ſuſtaind , 
himſelf alone, both Religion and the 
State ; but by acknowledging the 
King of Spain for ProteQtor of the 
Kingdom, he ſhou'd only debaſe him- 
ſelf, under the proud Title of a pow- 
erful Maſter, who wou'd ſerve his 


own intereſts too well, to leaye him 
. the 
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the means, of either continuing the 4m; 1590s 


War, or of concluding a Peace, to 
the advantage of his Country. 
There geeded no more to perſwade 
a man ſo knowing , and fo prudent, 
as was the Duke of Mayexze : Tis to 
be confeſs'd, that he was a Selt lover, 
which is natural to all men ; but he 
was alſo a Lover of the Common 
Good ,, which is the diſtinguiſhing 
 charaRer of an Honeſt Man. Since 
he cou'd not himſelf pretend to the 
Crown, which he clearly ſaw it was 
impoſſible for him to obtain, for ma- 
ny reaſons, he was reſoly'd no Fo- 
reigner ſhould have it, nor even any 
other but that only Perſon to whom 
it belong'd rightfully, Religion being 
firſt ſecur'd. He thereupon firmly 
purpos'd from that time, both 1a re- 
gard of his particular intereſt, and 
that of the State, to oppoſe whatſo- 
ever attempts ſhould be made by the 
Spaniards, or by his own neareſt Rela- 
tions, under any pretence or colour ; 
which was undoubtedly one great 
cauſe of the preſervation of the 
State. 
For which reaſon, that he might 
, Ccc for 
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Am. 1559 for ever cut off the Spaniards from all 


hope of procuring their Maſter to be 
made Proteftor of the Realm of 
France, and conſequently of having 
in his hands the Government of the 
Kingdom, and the concernments of 
the League, under this new Title, as 
the Sixteen, who were already at his 
Devotion, had defign'd ; he politick- 
ly told them in a full Aſſembly, that 
ho the cauſe of Religion was the 
only thing, for which the Union was 
ingagd in this War which chey had 
undertaken, 1t wou'd be injurious to 
the Pope, to put themſelves under a- 
ny other proteCtion than that of his 
Holineſs : Which Propoſition was ſo 
gladly receiv'd by all, excepting only 
the Fattion of Sixteen, that the $pa- 
niards were conſtrain'd to deſiſt, and 

to let their pretenſions wholly fall. 
And to obviate the defign of cau- 
ſing any other King to be EleQed, be- 
ſides the Old Cardinal of Bourbox, 
under whoſe Name he govern all 
things; he procurd the Parliament 
to verifie the Ordinance of the Coun- 
cil General of the Vion, by which 
that Cardinal was declar'd King, and 
causd 
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caus'd him fo to be Proclaim'd, in all 4m; 1590. 


the Towns and Places of their party ; 
retaining for himſelf by the ſame Or- 
dinance , the Quality and Power of 
Lieutenant General of the Crown, till 
the King ſhou'd be deliver'd from Im- 
priſoament. And at the ſame time, 
toruin the Fa&tion of Sixteen, which 
was wholly Spaniardiz'd, he broke 
the Council of the Union : Saying, 
That ſince there was a Kjng Proclaim'd, 
whoſe Lieutenant he alſo was , there 
ought to be no other Council but his, 
which in duty was to follow him whereſo« 
ever he ſhouw'd be. 

Thus the Duke of Mayenze havin 
poſſeſs'd himſelf of all Royal Authors. 
ty, under the imaginary Title of ano- 
ther, and having overcome all the 
deſigns of the Spaniards , took the 
Field ; and after having taken in the 
Caſtle of Bois de Vincennes by compo- 
fition, which had been inveſted for a 
year together, he retook Poxtoiſe, and 
ſome other places, which hindred the 
freedom of commerce ; and being 
afterwards willing to regain all the 
paſſages of the Sezze, thereby to eſta- 
bliſhthe communication of Paris with 

Ccc2 Rozen, 
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Am. 1599 Rouen, and to have the Sea open, he 


went to beliege the Fort of M-»/an, 
where he loſt much time to little pur- 
poſe ; while the Legat, againſt whom 
the Kings Parliament at Tours had 
made a terrible Decree, was labour- 
ing at Paris with all his might, that 
no accommodation {hou'd be made 
with the King, not even though he 
ſhou'd be converted. 

To this eftect, ſceing that the Fa- 
tion of Sixteen, and the Spantards, 
were extremely weaken'd, after what 
the Duke of Mayezz+ had done againſt 
them, and that the Royaliſts, who 
were generally calPd Politiques, had 
reſum'd courage, and bezan to ſay 0- 
penly, that it was the common duty 
of all good Subjects, to unite them- 
ſelves with the Catholicks who fol- 
low'd the King ; he oppos'd them, 
with a Declaration lately made a- 
gainſt them by the faftious Dottors 
of the Sorbowne, on the tenth of Fe- 
bruary, in the ſame year 1590. For 
by that Decree it was ordain'd, That 
all Dottors and Batchelors ſhowd have 
?n abhorrence, and ſtronoly combat, the 
peſtilential and damnable Opinions _ 
i 
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the Workers of Iniquity endeavour'd, 4m. 1550. 
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with all their force, to inſinuate daily in- 
to the Minds of Ignorant and Simple 
Men, principally theſe Propoſitions. That 
Henry de Bourbon might , and ought 
to be honour d with the Title of Kyne : 
That in Conſcience men might hold bis 
Party, and Pay him T axes, and acknow- 
ledge him for Rjng , on condition he 
turnd Catholick, &c. And then they 
added, That in c1ſe any one ſhall refuſe 
to obey this Decree, the Faculty declares 
him an Enemy to the Church of God, 
Perjur'd and Diſobedjent to his Mother, 
and, in concluſion, cuts him off from her 
Body, as a gaugreen'd Member which 
corrupts the reſt. 

A Decree of this force was of great 
ſervice to the Bigots of the League, 
becauſe it deprivd the wiſer ſort of 
the Licenſe they had taken, to per- 
[wade the people to make peace: And 
the Legat, that he might hinder any 
from taking ir for the time to come, 
bethought himſelf, that a new Oath 
{ſhould be impos'd on the Holy Evan- 
geliſts, betwixt his hands, in the 
Church of the Auguſtine, to be ta- 
ken by all the Officers of the Town, 


Ce91 and 


768 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Am. 1550. and the Captains of the ſeveral Wards, 


' which was: That they ſhoud always 


perſevere in the Holy Union ; that they 
ſhowd never make Peace or Truce with 
the King of Navarre, and that they 


 ſbowd employ their Lives and Fortunes 


in deliverance of their Kjzng Charles 
the Tenth : Which was alſo enjoyn'd 
to be taken by all the Officers of Par. 
liament , and the other Companies, 
no one man daring to oppole it : So 
much had Fear prevail'd over Courage 
and Virtue at that time, even in thoſe 
who knowing and deteſting in their 
hearts the injuſtice of that Oath, 
ought rather to have dyed, than baſe- 
ly to have ated againſt their Conſci- 
Ences. 

But the good ſucceſs of the Kings 
Arms, was in the mean time prepa- 
ring the means for them, of receiving 
one day an happy diſpenſation from 
himſelf, of that abominable Oath by 
which 'tis moſt manifeſt they never 
cou'd be ty'd. For after having made 
himſelf Maſter of all the Lower Nor- 
mandy , he made haſte to relieve the 
Fort of Meulan , and thereby con- 
ftrain'd the Duke of Mayexxe to _— 
1s 


The Hiſtory of the League. 
his Siege. Afﬀrer which, having ta- 
ken the Bridg of Poiſſy by plain force, 
and in view of the Enemy ; he led his 
Victorious Army before Drexx,which 
occaftion'd the memorable Battel of 
bFory. 

Since the taking of that Town had 
extremely ſtreighrned Paris, by ex- 
cluding it on that ſide from the paſ- 
ſage and the commerce of NVormazay, 
Li Beance , and the Country about 
Chartres ; the Duke of Mayenze re- 
foly'd to relieve it with all his Forces. 
For this purpoſe, having receiv'd a 
recruit of 1500 Lanſquenets and 500 
Carabines, which King Philip (who 
ar the ſame time publiſh'd his Mani- 
{eſto in juſtification of his Arms) had 
given to the League by the Duke of 
Parma, under the conduct of the 
Count of E-mozt, he pals'd che Seine 
at the Bridy of Mazt, and advanc'd 
towards Dreux ; yet reſolving only 
to put ſuccours into the Town , and 
to keep always on this ſide the River 
of Exre, that he might avoid the ha- 
zard of a Battel. But upon the falſe 
intelligence which he receiv'd from 
his Scouts, that the King (who had 
Cceeyg really 
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Am. 1550. really quitted the Siege becauſe he 


delign'd to Fight him) was gone from 
Nonanconr, and had taken on the left 
hand the way to Yerneiil , as if his 
intentions had been to return to the 
Lower Normandy, he was conltrain'd, 
againſt his own opinion, by the cla- 
mours of the Superior Officers, and e- 
ſpecially by the young Count P/ip of 
Egmont,to paſs over the Bridg of [vry, 
and to purſue the King in his feign'd 
retreat,till he brought him to a Batcel, 
But as the King, who wilſh'd for 
nothing more than to come to a 
pitch'd Field with him ( which he 
fear'd he would have declin'd) was 
pleaſingly ſurpriz'd to find that he 
had already paſs'd the River ; ſo the 
Duke was not a little amaz'd, when 
he perceiv'd that, far from ſhunning * 
the Engagement, the King was 
marching direQaly towards him, and 
that he muſt be forc'd to make good 
his challenge. But as the day was 
already far ſpent, that every moment 
there came 1n to the King ſome Gen- 
tlemen or Soldiers from the neigbour- 
ing Garriſons, who were deſirous to 
have their ſhare of honour in the Bat- 
tel, 
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on his ſide moy*d not forward, but 
only kept his ground, obſerving the 
nature of the Place, and what advan- 
tages might be taken from its ſcitua- 
tion ; the two Armies which were 
but a League diſtant from each other, 
after ſome light skirmiſhes, retir'd to 
their Camps, reſolv*'d on both ſides 
to decide the quarrel the next day, 
which was Wedneſday the fourteenth 
of March. 

Betwixt the River of Exreand that 
of Itron, which paſſes by Evreux , 
there lyes right over againſt [wry a 
fair Plain , of about a League in 
breadth, free from Hedges, Ditches, 
Mounds, or even ſo much as Buſhes, 
to hinder an open paſſage through it, 
onall ſides, bounded on the Eaſt with 
a little Wood, and the River of Exre, 
on which the Burrough of Ivry is {ci- 
tuate ; and on the Welt by the Villa- 
goes of St. Andr: and Fourcanville , 
where the King was quarterd the 
Night before the Battel: Inthis Plain, 
the Royal Army , and that of the 
League, were drawn up almoſt at the 
lame time, betwixt the Hours of Eagie 
an 
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Am. 1550. and Nine, in the following order. 
The King advancing five or ſix hun- 
dred paces before the Villages of Sr. 
Anare and Fourcanville, which he had 
at his back, form'd his groſs Squadron 
of 600 Horſe in five Diviſions, each of 
120: The firſt of which, wherein he 
intended to Fight in Perſon, was com- 
pos'd of Princes, Dukes , Counts, 
aw 4j ws Blew Ribbands, and great 
Lords, for the moſt part Catholiques, 
the ſtrength of his Army conſiſting 
chiefly in thoſe of that Religion: For 
when it was known that the Leaowe, 
for the maintenance of their cauſe, 
was turn'd Spaniard, the French No- 
bility and Gentry, whoſe hearts were 
too generous to ſuffer that ſuch a re- 
proach ſhou'd be faſtned on them, a- 
bandon'd that Party, and every day 
came over in great numbers to the 
King : So that he ſoon found himſelf 
in a condition of overpow'ring the 
League and Spaniard, with the afſiſt- 
ance of their Arms, even though 
there had not been an Hyugwenot in 
his Army; who in reality were but 
an inconſiderable number, in compa- 
rifon of that great multitude of Sol- 
diers, 


The Hiſtory of the League. 77} 
diers, and eſpecially Gentlemen Ca- 4wn. 1550- 
tholiques , which came in by whote 
Troops together from all parts, and 
made up almoſt all the ſtrength of 
his Army. And that which drew 
down the Bleſſing and ProteQion of 
God Almighty on it, was, that the 
day before the Engagement, when it 
was evident that the Enemy , who 
had paſs'd the River, cou*d not avoid 
coming to a Battel ; theſe Princes 
Lords, Gentlemen-Catholiques, and 
Soldiers, who follow'd their example, 
were all at the celebration of Maſs at 
Nonancour, and there communicated 
together. The King, for his part, 
having already in his Soul great inch- 
nations to be converted , proteſted 
the ſame day to thoſe Princes and 
Great Perſons, that he humbly pray'd 
the Almighty God, who js the ſearch- 
er of all hearts, to diſpole of his Per- 
ſon in that bloody day, accordingly 
as he ſhou'd pleaſe to judge it necel- 
fary for the univerſal good of Chri- 
ſtendom , and in particular for the 
ſafety and repoſe of Fraxce. 

With theſe pious thoughts, he 
plac'd himſelf the next morning = 
rene 
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ſix hundred Horſe; he was flanckd 
on the right hand with a groſs Bat- 
talion of two Smiſſe Regiments, rais'd 
from the Cantons of So/exre 3 and on 
the left, with another Battalion of 
two Regiments, of the Canton of 
Glaris and of Grifons 3 theſe Battalions 
being ſuſtain'd, that on the right 
hand, by the Regiment of Guards 
and of Brignenx , and that on the 
left, by the Regiments of Yjgnoes, 
and of St. Jean. The Dukeof Moxr- 
penſier follow*d them, drawing a lit- 
tle towards the left, with his Squa- 
dron of betwixt 5 and 600 Horſe, 
betwixt two Regiments, one of Laxſ- 
quenets, and the other of S'»/ſſes, co- 
ver'd by two Battalions, which were 
the Flower of the French Infantry ; 
the Marſhal 4 Aumonr clos'd his left, 
having in hfs Squadron 3o0o good 
Horſe, flanck'd with two Freach Re- 
giments, and before him, the light 
Horſe, in two Troops, each conliſt- 
ing of 200 men, commanded by the 
Grand Prior their Colonel, and by 
Givry their Marſhal 4e Camp ; 
and theſe laſt had on their on 
an 
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hand, on the ſame Line, the Baron 4m. 1590. 


de Biroz ; who, with his Squadron 
of 250 Horſe, cover'd that of the 
Duke of Moztpenſier ; and the Artil- 
lery of four Cannons and two Cul- 
verines, was plac'd upon their Left. 
On the other ſide, the Marſhal de 
Biron , with 250 Horſe, and two 
French Regiments which flanck*d 
him, ſtood on the right hand of the 
groſs Squadron of the King, after 
the Regiment of Guards and that of 
Brigneux ; but ſomewhat backward, 
that his Men might be for a Body of 
reſerve : And the Count Theodorick 
de Schombero, who commanded the 
Squadron of Reiters, flanck'd in the 
ſame manner by two ſmall Bodies of 
French Infantry, made the right 
Wing a little hollow?d, in form of a 
Pics Any like the left. Thus was 
the Royal Army Marſhall'd, which 
conliſted of betwixt 9 and 10000 
Foot, and 2800 Horſe, divided into 
ſeven Squadrons,each of them with a 


Plotoon of Forlorn Hope before them. . 


The Army of the League appear'd 
at the ſame time but poſted on ſome- 
what higher Ground, and more _ 
war 
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Am. 1550. ward towards the River, than it was 
the day before; being Marſhalld 
much afrer the manner of the Kings 
Forces, unleſs it were, that being 
more numerous, as conſiſting of 4 or 
5000 Horſe, andof 12000 Foot, the 
Wings of it advanc'd farther,and bent 
more inward, in the form of a larger 
Creſcent. The Duke of Mzyenze 
with his Cornet of about 3oo Horſe, 
(to which the Duke of Nemours, his 
Brother by the Mothers fide, joynd 
his own Squadron, of the like num- 
ber of Gendarms) plac'd himſelf juſt 
oppoſite to that of the King, in the 
very bottom of his Creſcent, betwixt 
two groſs Squadrons, each of them 
of 6 or 700 Lamers, which were 
Flemmings and Walloons, command- 
ed by Count Ez2monut. They were 
flank'd on their Right and Left, with 
two groſs Battai;ons of Swiſſes, rais'd 
from the Catholique Cantons, co- 
verd with Freaxch Infantry, and 
flanck'd with two Squadrons of Wal- 
loon Carabins. 
Thoſe were follow'd by two other 
Squadrons, one of 5 or 600 Horſe on | 


the Right hand, and the other by 3 
or 
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or 400 on the Left ; where their Ar- 47% g% 


tillery was plac'd, confiſting of two 
Culverines, and two Baſtard Can- 
nons. The Light Horſe-men, com- 
manded- by the Baron de Roſze, ex- 
tended themſelves on the right 
hand, before a groſs Squadron of 
Gendarms , which {uſtain'd them, 
and two Squadrons of Reiters, led by 
the Duke of Brunſwick, and Baſſom- 
pierre ſtood on the right Wing, with 
the Regiment of Horſe, commanded 
by the Chevalier de Aumale, who put 
them under the'Condutt of his Liev- 
tenant, that he might have liberty 
to fight by the Duke of Mayenne's 
ſide, in that formidable groſs of 1800 
Lanciers, which were oppos'd to the 
Kings Squadron , not ſo ſtrong as 
themſelves by two thirds, and only 
arm'd with Sword and Piſtol, there 
not being in the whole Army of the 
King, ſo much as one ſingle Lance. 
The Lanſ{quenets of the Leagne, and 
the reſt ofthe French Infantry, were 
divided into many Battalions, which, 
like thoſe of the King, were plac'd 
on the Flanks of their Squadrons ; 
betwixt whom, and their Battalions, 
there 
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make room for the Reiters, when 
they were to wheel about after dil- 
charges , which occaſiond their 
great diſorder. 
The two Armies being thus Mar 
ſhall'd about ten of the Clock, ſtood 
viewing, and conlidering each other 
for ſome time, but in very different Po- 
ftures. There was ſcarcely any 
thing tobe ſeen in that of the League, 
but Gold and Silver Embroideries, up- 
on coſtly and magnificent Coats of 
Velvet, of all ſorts of Colours, and 
an infinite number of Banderolles flut- 
tering about that thick Forreſt of 
Lanes, which ſeem'd to threaten the 
Overthrow of their Enemies at the 
firſt Shock, before they cou'd come 
up ſocloſe, as toſingle out their Men, 
and diſcharge Breſt to Breſt ; or even 
{o much as to hold out theirPiſtols.On 
the other ſide, the Kings Army had no 
other Ornament than Iron ; but their 
Joy ſparkled in their Eyes, and all 
the Soldiers march'd to the Fight, as 
to acertain Victory ; eſpecially that 
invincible Troop of 2 or 3000 Gentle- 
men, which were the Flower of the 
Army ; 
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in plain Armour like the relt, inſpir'd 
with Vigor by his only Preſence, 
and the ſprightfulneſs of his Beha- 
. viour. 

In the mean time, when he had 
obſerv'd, that it he approach'd not 
nearer to the Enemy , there wou'd 
be no Battel, deckell they were re- 
{olv'd on the other fide, to ftand their 
Ground, without quitting their ad- 
vantagious Poſt; he advanc'd to- 
wards them above 150 Paces, leay- 
ing no more diſtance betwixt. the two 
Armies, than what was neceſlary for 
the Charge; and by that motion, 
which he made with ſo much judg- 
ment, and Military Skill, drawing 
ſomewhat on the left hand, that he 
might have the Wind in his Back, 
which otherwiſe had blown the 
Smoak of the Powder in the Faces 
of his Soldiers, he came up ſo cloſe 
to the Enemy, that it was no longer 
poſſible to avoid the Battel. 

Then putting on his Head-piece, 
the Creſt of which was ſhaded with 
three white Plumes, which might ea- 
fily be diſcern'd from far, and being 

D dd mount- 
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ſer, whoſe Colour was of a brown 
Bay, adorn'd with a 'Vutt of Feathers, 
which proudly diſtinguith'd him from 
thereſt ; he made a thort Ejaculati- 
on to God, which was follow'd by 
the loud Cries of iz { Riz. Ag 
to thoſe Florid, long Orations, 
which our Hiſtorians, on this occa- 
ſion, make tor i;m and the Duke of 
Alayenne, as it they had ſpoken them 
at the Head of their Armies, 't:15 molt 
certain, they were invented in the 
Srudies of their Authors. For one 
who was preſent in the Batte], has 
aſſur'd us, that the King ſpoke only 
with his Geſture and his Looks, to 
thoſe who were more remote, and 
{41d no more but theſe few Words, 
to. the great Lords, who chargd 
with him in the firſt Rank of his 
Squadron. Ste, wy Companions, the 
Extmy before ws ; Now we have ſornd 
tit 7M, OUY buſineſs is to faht th mM, and 
God is for mw, If you looſe the ficht of 
your Colours, look abcnt for my Plume 
of Feathers, and ral!y there : : 10:4 will 
f131a it in thie direct way to Honour axa 
to Vitor. 

For 


oo & /? A f - 2 *wo 
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For the Duke of AL»czzc, who 4m. 1592, 
>.” 


was both a great Captain, and in 
{pghr of his natural Heavineſs, a 
brave Soldier, when he was once 

cone to a Reſoluti n of fighting, all 
he did, was to ſhow to the firſt ranks 
of his Army, the Crucifix, which a 
jolly Fryar , who had ſaid publick 
Prayers, carried before him : He 
wou'd have it underitood by this only 
2eſture, without lols of time tedi- 
ous ſpeeches, which cou'd never have 
been anderſto9d, that it was for Re- 
ligion that rhey fought againſt Here- 
tiques and Promoters 5 of Hereſy, who 
were the declar'd Fnemies of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of his Churcit. 

[t was almoſt Noon, whenthe King 
was told that Chirl's I Himieres , 
Marqueſs 4? cy, he who was 10 
part the cauf: of gaining the Battel 
of Sealis , was coming up within a 
quarter of a League of the Field of 
Battel, with 2 or 3oo Gentlemen , 
whom he brought with him out of 
Picardy ; 1n w hich C ountry , almoſt 
all the Noblemen and Gentlemen , 
who had been the firſt to lign the 
Lergue, had now totally relinquiſh d 
Dad » tf. 
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diers might not cool, who were ea- 
ger to be at blows with the Enemy, 
he fatisfy'd himſelf with bidding the 
Sicur de Vic, who was Sergeant Major 
General, to ſhow them the Poſt he 
had appointed for them, which im- 
mediately, on their Arrival, they took 
up, with reſolution to ſignalize them- 
ſelves that day. This being order, 
without more delay he gave the ſign 
of Battel, and the work began with 
the diſcharge of their Cannon, which 
was ſo well perſorm'd by the Maſter 
of the Ordnance, Ph;libert de la Guiche, 
that before thoſc of the League began 
to play, nine Cannonades were given 
by she Royalitts, which did great exe- 
cution on the Enemy, and particular- 
ly ſhatter'd the Squadrons of the Rei- 
ters, 

Thus, after three or four vollyes 
on either (ide, two grols Squadrons, 
made up of Tralians and French , and 
fank'd with Lanſquenets, advanc'd, 
and came up to the charge, againſt 
the Leic Wing of the Royal Army, 
that they might pur themſelves un- 
{er covert from the ſtorm of the Great 
Guns. 
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was in that Wing , having advanc'd 
likewiſe the better halt of the way 
to meet them, drove upon them fo 
furiouſly, that they turn'd their backs, 
and purſuing them with {laughter to 
the entry of the little Wood, which 
bounds the Plain, he immediately re- 
turnd to his Poſt, according to the 
Orders which he had receiv'd from 
the King. 

While theſe men were fo ill treat- 
ed, the Reiters on the Right Hand, 
being deſirous to gain the Cannon, 
by which their Squadron had been fo 
miſerably torn, went to Charge the 
Kings light Horſemen with ſo much 
fury, that they forc*'d them immedi- 
ately to give back ; and at the ſame 
time two other Squadrons of Flem- 
MINT S and Walloons, ſeeing them al- 
ready ſhaken, advanc'd tobreak them. 
But the Baron of B---z on the one lide, 
and the Duke of Mmepeaſicr on the 
other, charging them on the Flanks, 
firſt ſtopp'd them, then broke in up- 
on them, and atterwards pierc'd quite 
through them ; and the Light Horſe, 
who had this time given them to 
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Reirers gave ground, molt baſely a 
bandoning the 4/2/5215 ; and nor be. 
ing able to make their retreat, or ra- 
ther to ſave themſelves, through the 
intervals which were too narrow , 
they overturn'd their own men, and 
put all things in a terrible confulion, 
notwithſtanding the care which was 
us'd by the Duke of B-:z/r/ct, their 
Colonel, who was ncver able to rally 
them, and therefore put himlelt into 
the Squadron of H”:{105 ; defiring 
rather to periſh with thoſe valiant 
men, who were inclos*d on all ſides, 
and cut in pieces, than to ſave himſelr 
by flying with his own Runaways. 
In this manner the Battel was main- 
tain'd on either part ,- with extreme 
obſtinacy for ſome time, and all the 
Squadrons of both Armies fell in ſo vi- 
gorouſly, that they were mix'd with 
each other ; excepting only that ol 
Mareſchal i» B:r2z, who with his Bo 
dy of Reſcrve, made it his bufineſs to 
hinder the Enemy from rallying , 
which he perform'd. But that which 
decided the fortune cf this great day, 
and aflur'd the ViRtory to the King, 
Was 
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was his own Heroick Valour , which 4m. 155c. 


he made conſpicuous, by combating 
that formidable Squadron of 1800 
Lanciers, which the Duke of Men? 
had made fo ſtrong for no other rea- 
fon, than to charge \ with great advan- 
tage of number upon that of the King, 
not at all doubting but it he coud 
break rhar Body, the Victory wou'd 
be his own. 

Obſerving then that the Reiters 
were abſolutely routed , and fearing 
leſt they ſhou'd diſorder his mea, by 
falling back upon them ; he drew at- 
ter him that great _ ot Horſe, 
and caus'd 400 choſen Carabins to 
advance firſt, who were all of them 
armd __ and Breaſt, whom the 
Count 4- 7av19n's, who led them 
un, mend q to diſcharge within 
hve and twenty Paces of the firſt 
WUank of the Royal <quadron, with 
intention to clcar it. And at the 
ſame time, th: Duke of Maverne, 
whoappear*d at the Head of his Men, 
monnted on 2 T:ri:/5 Horſe, the 
mo{t bcantiful that cou'd be ſeen, 
made up furiouſly, with his Lance 
couch'd, and follow'd by the groſs of 


Ddda his 
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Troop, which he believ'd to be alrea- 
dy well ſhaken, by that ſudden and 
terrible Diſcharge : who, neverthe- 
leſs, ſuſtain'd the fury of that Shock, 
keeping firm in their Saddles ; and 
ſome there were,who had three Lan- 
ces broken on them, without looking 
of their Stirrups. 
But the moſt admirable part of this 
Encounter, was, that the King ad- 
vancing twice the length of his Horſe 
before the Front of his Squadron, witl 
his Piſtol in his hand, thruſt into the 
mid(t of that thick Wood of Lances, 
and charg'd with ſo much ardour of 
Courage intotheir Body,that he gave 
them to underſtand by this wonder- 
ful Action, he was no leſs,a moſt vali. 
ant Soldier, than a moſt expert and 
great Commander. And indeed, he 
was ſo bravely follow*d,by the Princes 
and Lords of that Squadron, whom 
his Example had rais'd to emulation, 
that after an obſtinate Diſpute , 
which endured a long quarter of an 
Nour, and was maintaind with 
Swords and Piftols, in that confus'd 
Medly, where the Lances were of 
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of the Duke of Mayzenze, was broken, 
diſpers'd, and cut 1n pieces, or whol- 
ly routed ; neither cou'd the Duke 
(who that day perform'd all the parts 
of a valiant Soldier, and a yu Ge- 
neral, even in the opinion of the King 
himſelf ) either ſtay their Flight, or 
rally them afterwards, with all the 
endeavours he cou'd uſe : Inſomuch, 
that ſeeing himſelf almoſt inclosd, 
he retir'd amongſt the laft of his men, 
to the Bridge of [vry, which he 
caus'd to be broken down, after he 
had paſs'd the greateſt part of his 
routed Army over it, and then for his 
own ſafety fled to Mant. The reſt, 
with the Duke of Nemonrs, the Che- 
valier d' Armale, Roſne, Tavannes, 
and Baſſompierre , having taken the 
way of the Plain, eſcap'd to Chartres. 
In the mean time, the Victorious 
Party were in great trouble for the 
King, who had vaniſh'd out of their 
ſight in that groſs Squadron of 1800 
Lances, into which he had charg'd 
before the reſt ; when at length they 
beheld him returning, and bearing a- 
loft his bloody Sword ; having mage" 
c 
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were left amongſt the two Batealions 
of Swiſſes, and came deſperately upon 
him, after he had Charg'd through 
the Duke of May:»:-'s Squadron. At 
his appearance, the whole Field of 
Battel rang with lowi Acclamations 
and Shouts of ive Le Roy. Then, 
the Victory being aſlur*d and abſolute, 
no orher Enemies remaining in the 
Field but thoſe Swiſſes, ( for the reſt 
of the Foot, and particularly the Lan: 
quenets, being forlaken by their Ca- 
valry, had been cut inpicces, except- 
ing thoſe who provided early for their 
ſafety) the King , that he might gra- 
tifie the Cantons, took them to mer- 
cy , on condition they ſhou'd hence- 
forth keep more faithfully the Treaty 
of Alliance which they had made 
with the Crown of Fraxc-, and n& 
ver more bear Arms againſt him. At- 
ter which, being accompanied by the 
Prince of Conty, the Duke of Mont- 
penſier , the Count of St. Pas/, the 
Marſhal 4' Arm, andall the reſt of 
the Lords and Gentlemen, he purſued 
the Enemy as far as Ry/ay, leaving 
the Body of his Army, which march'd 
ſlowly 
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flowly aſter him, under the Command 4. 1 550- 
WHAT SS 


of the Mareſchab de Bron. 
This was the ſucceſs of that fa- 
mous Battel of [vry, wherein the 
League loſt both its reputation and its 
ſtrength. Almoſt all the Infantry of 
that Party was cut in pieces, or taken 
"Priſoners : Of their Cavalry more 
than 1500 were kilPd upon the place, 
or drown'd at the Foord of Ivry, the 
paſſage of which is extremely dange- 
rous. Count E-»0xt, General of the 
Spaniſh Troops, and /Villiam of Brunſ- 
wick, Colonel of the Rezters, Natural 
Son to Duke Henry, were found a- 
mongſt the (lain, and a ſhort time at- 
ter honourably interr'd by the King's 
Order, in the Church of Exreux : Be- 
ſides the Freach Soldiers, whom the 
King commanded to be ſpar'd, and 
who took quartcr amongſt his Troops, 
there were above 400 Priſoners of 
Quality, amongſt whom was a Count 
of Eaſt Frie=:1:21, who fought a- 
mong(lt the Reiters, the Baron of Hu- 
ren, the Sieurs of Medavid, Bois 
Dauphin, Caſtclier, - Foutain Martel, 
$/202ue, who yielded himſelf, with 
tits Duke of Mayezme's Standard to 
Roſny 
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Duke de Sully) and many other Lords 
and Gentlemen, as well Foreigners as 
French. 

The Cannon, Ammunition, Bag- 
gage, and Standard of the Fl:mmings, 
twenty Cornets, the Standard of the 
Reiters, and above ſixty Enfigns of 
Foot, without = into the rec- 
koning the fourſcore Swiſſe Colours, 
which the King ſent back to their Su- 
periours, were the illuſtrious Teſti- 
monies of ſo glorious a Victory ; 
which coſt the Conquerdur but little 
Blood : For there were kilPd on the 
Kings ſide, of menof Quality, only 
Clermont de Entragues,Captain of the 
Guards, who was ſlain near the Per- 
ſon of his Majeſty ; the Count 4: 
Schomberg, the Steurs de Fenquieres, 
ao Crenay, Cornet to the Duke of 
Montpenſicr, and de Long auny, an old 
Norman Gentleman, aged threeſcore 
and twelve years, the only man who 
was flain by the Cannon of the 
Leazue, and five and twenty or thir- 
ty Gentlemen more, who were kill 
in the Kings Squadron. Amonglt 
the Wounded, was Francis de Daillon, 
Count 
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and Valiant Gy de Daillon,Governour 
of Poitou, who defended Poitiers with 
ſo much reputation againſt the Admi- 
ral Coligni, and prefery'd that Pro- 
vince to the King, with ſo much Fide- 
lity and Valour = the Hugonots 
and Leagners,to whom he was always 
a profeſt Enemy) Henry de Laval, 
Marqueſs de Nefle, the Count of 
Choiſy, the Sieurs 40, de Roſny, Lau- 
vergne, Monloiet, and about twenty 
other Gentlemen, who wereall curd 
of their Wounds. 

That which was yet more won- 
derfully remarkable, and which de- 
monſtrates the peculiar care which 
God Almighty took of his Majeſties 
rightful Cauſe, was, that on the 
ſame day, Jean Lonis, de Rouche- 
foucault, Count of Randan, General 
of the Leagne in Auvergne, who be- 
lieg'd the Town of 1ſſorre, loſt both 
his Life and his little Army ; which 
wasentirely defeated by the Marqueſs 
of Cyrtonu, Head of rhe Royaliſts; and 
that the Sieur de Lanſac, who endea- 
vour'd to have ſurpris'd Mays for the 
League, whole Party, after having 

once 
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{pous'd, was bravely repuls'd from 
before the Town. To conclude, 
fince that happy day, the Royal Par- 
ty hada continud ſeries of profperi- 
ty,inevery Province of Fraxce, and in 
a multitude of occaſions, which it is 
not my bufineſs to relate paticularly ; 
becauſe my Deſign is oniy to relate 
the moſt effential affairs of rhe Leave, 
and not to involve my ſelf too far in 
the Hiſtory of France, which compre- 
hends much more than I have under. 
taken. 

Following therefore this Model, 


 whichT have propos'd to my {clf, that 


which I ought to obſerve on this oc- 
caſion, is, that this glorious Victory, 
had causd the immediate and total 
ruine of the League; if after the Sur- 
render of Vernoz, and Mint, which 
yielded the next day, the King, who 
was now Maſter of all the Paſſages of 
the Seize, as far up as Pars, had pre- 
ſented himſelf, with his victorious Ar- 
my, before thar Capital City of his 
Kinzdom, which at that time, was 
neither provided with ViQtuals, nor 
Ammynaition, gor m—_ 

Ar- 
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Garriſon, and wherein the People, 
who found themſelves deſtitute of 
all theſe things, were already waver- 
ing in a general Conſternation, 
For 'tis exceeding probable, that the 
Politiques, doubly encourag'd by his 
Victory and by his Preſence, had 
carry*d it over the Sixteen, and had 
open'd the Gates to him. And in- 
deed this very Counſel was given 
him by the wiſe La Noe ; but whe- 
ther it were that the Marlhal de Biroz, 
who had no-great inclinations to re- 
tire to his Country- Houſe, and mind 
his Gardening, defir'd to ſpin out the 
War, and therefore gave him a con- 
trary Advice ; or that perhaps it was 
his own Opinion, as not believing 
himſelf yer ſtrong cnough for ſuch an 
Attempt, he continued fifteen days at 
Mante , without enterpriſing any 
thing againſt the Leagwers; to whom 
he gave lciſure by that means to re- 
cover Courage, and put themſelves 
to a condition of Reſiſtance. 

In effeEt, the falſe Relations which 
were ſpread among(t the People, to 
{ooth them into a Belief, that the 
Loſs which they had receiv'd, was 
not 
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not ſo conſiderable as was at firit re- 
ported; the Sermons of their Preach- 
ers, the Promiſes of the Sparards, 
the Preſence of the Legate, and of the 
Arch-biſhop of Lyos, who not long 
before had been' ranſom'd by the 
League, and the good order which 
the Duke of Mayezze had caus*d to 
be eſtabliſhd in Pars, which he left 
well -garriſon'd with his Soulders, 
before he went from $:. Dennis, to 
draw near to the Low-Conntries, from 
whence he expefted new ſupplies : 
all theſe Conſiderations put to- 
gether, buoyd up their ſinking ſpirits, 
and gave them new courage, ſo that 
there appear'd no manner of commo- 
tion in the Town : but all was huſhd 
and peaceable, and a reſolution taken 
to defend themſelves to the laſt Ex- 
rremity. 

As indeed they did not long time 
after, during the Siege of Paris, ſo 
much to the wonder and amazemefit 
of Mankind, that it may be placd in 
the number of rhofe extraordinary 
and admirable accidents which may 
be call'd the Miracles of Hiſtory ; 
and which woud never enter into the 

belief 
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belief of men, if they were not ſup- 4m. 1556: 


ported with an infinite number of 
moſt credible witneſſes. For, in con- 
cluſion, the King well knowing, that 
the end of the War, and of the 
Leagne, depended abſolutely on the 
taking of Paris, reſolvd to defer no 
longer the laying hold on that occaſi- 
on, which he believ'd to be ſtill with- 
in his reach, not perceiving that al- 
ready he had let it flip by his long de- 
lay. He departed therefore ont of 
Mante on the laſt of March, with his 
Army, conliſting at that time, of 
12000 Foot, and betwixt 3 and 4000 
Horſe, and during the Moneth of A- 
pril, made himſelf Maſter of Corbez, 
Melun, Bray, Monterean-faut-Tonne, 
Lagny, Beaumont upon Oyſe, Provins, 
and the Bridges of St. Maur, and Cha- 
Yenton. 

The Intelligence which he held in 
Sens, having not ſucceeded, he gave 
two brisk Aſſaults to it, in both 
which, his men were vigorouſly 1e- 
pulsd, by the Lord Chanvallon, Ja- 
ques de Harlay, who there command- 
edfor the League. Notwithſtanding 
which, that great Prince, who was 
Eee 2 
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afterwards acquainted with his «x. 
cellent Parts, and his inviolable fide- 
lity, repos'd great conhidence in him; 
inſomuch that he plac'd him with the 
Duke of Lorraiz, to retain him, 
as he always did, in the Intereſts of 
France. But the King, unwilling to 
looſe more time, on a place which 
was {o well defended and which,if he 
ſhou'd take, wou'd contribute nothing 
to the Execution of his main De- 
ſign ; as alſo knowing, that by means 
ot the Towns and Bridges, of which 
he already ſtood poſſelsd, he held 
ſhut up the four Rivers that ſupply'd 
Paris; he went from thence. to be- 
ſiege that City, about the end of the 
Moneth, without expeCting certain 
Conferences which the Leage pro- 
pos'd, as he believ'd, either to delay, 
or to divert him. And that he might 
have the freedom of ſending our Par- 
ties through the whole adjoyning 
Country, on both ſides of the Serze, 
thereby to hinder the Town from 
receiving Proviſions by Land, he made 
a Bridge of Boats ſomewhat below 
Cozflans ; fo that Paris was immedi- 
ately 
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ately inveſted on all Quarters. 
There were ſome, and amongſt o. 
thers L: Ar, with the — part 
of the Hu900ts, who had not much 
kindneſs for the Pariſizzs, defird thar 
the Town might be aſſaulted as ima- 
gining 1t might be carry'd by plain 
force at the firſt attempt, and that 
the Citiſens, who are never ſo very 
ſtout, -as when they have got behind 
their Barricades, wou'd not be alto- 
gether ſocouragious upon the Works. 
This was their Opinion ; but it ma- 
nifeſtly appear'd, by the Skirmiſhes 


and other Tryals which were made - 


in the beginning of the Siege, and by 
which, the Kings Party were no 
great gainers ; that thoſe Gentle- 
men had taken no juſt meaſures. 
La Ni; himſelf, who wou'd needs 
attacque the Firxt2ro St. Martiy, 
was beaten off wi:h lols ; and learat, 
to lus coſt, by a Muſquet Shot, which 
wounded him in the Thigh, and dil- 
abled him from fighting, that he had 
to do with galiart men, who were 
neither to be vanquiſh'd at the 
Breach, nor by ſcaling, fo ealily as 
he believ'd. There were at that 
SEE Y time 
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dred and thirty thouſand Souls ; be- 
cauſe almoft half the Inhabitants ap- 
prehending the conſequences of a 
Siege, were departed out of it and 
the wealthier ſort of Citiſens, who 
had the Courage to continue there, 
had ſent off their Wives and Chil- 
dren to other Places. But a Garri- 
ſon which the Pariſians had receiv'd, 
of 5 or 6000 old Spaniſh Souldiers, 
Lanſquenets, Swiſſes, and French, and 
50000 Citiſens well arm'd, and re- 
ſolvd to periſh in the Defence of 
their Town and Religion, (for which 
they were perſwaded that they 
fought) had not ealily been forc'd by 
that little Army, which rather 
ſeem'd to block them up, than. to 
beſliege them. 

And beſides the young and valiant 
Duke of Nemours their Governour, 
had exellently well provided for all 
things, during more than a moneth, 
which he had to prepare himſelf for 
the ſuſtaining of this memorable 
Siege, wherein by his Courage and 
good Condutl, he acquir'd the Re- 
putation of an old experienc'd _ 
ral, 
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ral.For he had fortify'd all the weakeſt — 


parts, repair'd the Breaches of the 
Walls, new rais'd the Ramparts and 
the Terraſſes, drawn large Retrench- 
ments, both within and without the 
heads of the Fanxbourgs, prepard 
Chains, and Barrels filV'd with Earth, 
to make Barricades for all the Streets, 
that the Enemies might be ſtopp'd at 
every Paſſage, while, in the mean 
time, they were to be ſlaughter'd 
with Musket Shot, and Stones from 
Windows, after they ſhou'd haveen- 
terd the Town. He had carth'd up 
the greateſt part. of the Gates, bea- 
ten down the Houſes, which might 
have been of Service to the Enemy ; 
caſt and mounted above threeſcore 
pieces of Cannon, which were plant- 
ed on the Ramparts, and ſhut up the 
River both above and below, by 
maſſy Chains, ſuſtain'd by Paliſades, 
and defended by ſtrong Corps de 
Guard, to preſerve the Town from 
being ſurpriz?'d, and to hinder the 
Entrance 1nto it at low water. In 
conluſion, he had forgot nothing, that 
cou'd poſſibly be neceſlary for a ſtout 
Defence, and for the repulſing Force 
by Force. Eee 3 For 
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For which cauſe, the King,who un- 


WY derſtood the difficulty better than 


thoſe about him, who, at that time, 
liſten'd rather to their Paſſion than 
their Reaſon, being not of Opinion, 
that his Enterpriſe cou'd ſucceed by 
Aſſault,in the preſent condition of his 
Afairs, always rejected that Advice ; 
beſides loving his Subjedts with a pa- 
ternal AﬀeCtion, and principally P4- 
+is, as he has always made it mani- 
F-ſt, he cou'd never reſolve on the 
Deſtruction of the faireſt Flower in 
his Crown, and the nobleſt City in 
the Univerſe, by taking it in the way 
which they advis'd ; which had been 
to expole it to the Fury of his Men 
of War, and eſpecially of the Hy- 
gonots, Who, in revenge. of their 
Maſſacre at St. Bartholomemn, wou'd 
have lay'd it deſolate with Fire and 
Sword. 

He reſolv'd therefore to take it by 
Famine, not doubting, but that al 
the Paſſages for Proviliors being thut 
up, 1t wou'd ſoon be forc'd to a Sur- 
render for want of Bread. And cer- 
rainly his Defign was very reafonably 
layd, and according to all appea- 
rances, 
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rances ought to have ſucceeded, if —_— 


his ExpeQtation had not been deceiv'd, 
by one of the moſt wonderful Prodi- 
gies of invincible Patience, or rather 
extream Obſtinacy, in that almoſt 
unimaginable Diſtreſs, to which they 
were reduc'd. 

I ſhall not here deſcribe it in all the 
exaAneſs of its Cireumſtances ; tis 
enough if [ barely ſay, what is gene- 
rally known to all che World, that 
the common Proviſions, which were 
well hushanded, and diſtributed ve- 
ry ſparingly, were conſum'd in the 
month of Je ; that the Fauxbourgs 
being taken in J-ly, they were ſhut 
up in the Town, and reſtrain'd from 
going out to ſearch for Herbs, Leaves, 
and Roots,in the neighbouring Fields, 
and in the Ditches : that after they 
had eaten their Horſes, Alles, Dogs, 
and Cats,they were reduc'd in Auguſt, 
to Rits and Mice, and then to Skins 
ind Leather, and an abominable kind 
of Bread, which inſtead of Meal, was 
made of the Powder of dead mens 
P-3nes, taken our of the Church<yard 
of St. Innocent; that there were 
ſome, whom that Famine (by which 
Eee 4 twen- 
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” brought to thoſe horrible Extremi- 
ties which are mention'd in the Sie- 
ges of Samaria and Jeruſalem. Not- 
withſtanding all which Mileries, *tis 
wonderful to conſider, that the Pa- 
riſtans, accuſtom'd to Plenty, and e- 
ven to live luxuriouſly, choſe rather 
to endure this dreadful Famine to the 
end, and to expoſe themſelves to 
certain Death, whoſe terrible Image 
they had dayly before their Eyes in 
every Street, than to hear the leaſt 
word of a Surrender. 
And queltionleſs, they had many 
Inducements, which contributed 0- 
their obſtinate Reſolution of ſuffer 
ing {o long and ſo contented!y. The 
Examples of the Princeſſes and great 
Ladies, who fatisfy'd Nature with a 
very {mall Pittance of Oat Bread, 
taught them to bear thoſe Miſeries 
with conſtancy of Mind, which their 
Supertours of a more delicate and ten- 
der Sex, ſupported with ſo much 
chearfulneſs of Spirit. Add to this, 
the great Care and Vigilance of their 
Heads, to hinder Tumults and Sedt- 
tions, and the immediate TOY 
| 0 
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Terrour which was ſtruck into them 
by the Sixteex, who had reſum'd 
their firſt Authority in the Town; 
and who commonly threw into the 
Seine, without judicial Proceſs, or 
form of Law, all ſuch as were ſuf- 
pected to hold Intelligence with the 
King, or to make the leaſt mention 
of a Treaty. But the moſt comforta- 
ble conſideration, was the great Alms, 
which were daily diſtributed amongſt 
the Poor, by the Order, and at the 
Charges of the Legat Cajetan, the 
Archbiſhop of Liozs, the Spaniſh 
Embaſſador, the Wealthieſt of the 
City Companies, and the Cardinal 
Gondy Biſhop of Paris, who volunta- 
rily inclos'd himſelf within thoſe 
Walls, for the Relief and Eaſe of his 
poor Flock. Beſides, they had no 
{mall Encouragement from the falſe 
Reports which the Dutcheſs of 
Montpenſicy, who was very skilful in 
coining News, caus'd dayly to be 
{ipread about Paris, and the Afſfuran- 
ces by Letters, whether true or forg'd, 
which ſhe ſaid ſhe had receiv'd from 
her Brother the Duke of Mayenre, 

| from 
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cours : All which Conliderations, 
ſerv*d not a little to encourage the 
People, and to inure them to that 
wonderful ſufterance of their Miſe. 
ries. 

But after all, it muſt be ingenu- 
ouſly acknowledg'd, that the Cauſe 
which principally produc this great 
Effet, was the Zeal of Religion, 
which was eaſily inſpird into the 
People of Paris, and the great care 
which they took to perſwade them, 
as really they did, that it was no leſs 
than to betray it, and expole it to 
the inevitable danger of being utter- 
ly deſtroy'd, as had happen'd in Ex- 
gland, if they ſhou'd ſubmit them- 
ſelves to a King, who made an open 
Profeſſhon of Calviniſm. For in fine, 
they omitted no manner of Arts, and 
of Perſwaſions, to make this Opinion 
be ſwallow'd by the Multirude, and 
conſequently to harden them againſt 
the fear of Death it ſelf, rather than 
endure the Dominion of a Prince 
who was an Heretique. In the firſt 
place, they made uſe of the Sorbox- 
ziſts, which (as their Liberty was 


then 
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new Decree, on the ſeventh of May, 
in which it is declard, That Henry 
de Bourbon, being arelapsd Heretich, 
and excommunicated perſonally by our 
Holy Father ; there was manifeſt dan- 
ger, that he wou'd deceive the Church, 
and ruine the Catholique Relizion , 
though he ſhou'd obtain an exteriour Ab- 
ſolution, and that therefore the French 
are oblig'd in Conſcience, to hinder 
him with all their Power, from comin 
to the Crown, in caſe King Charles the 
Tenth ſhowd dye, or even if he ſhoud 
releaſe his Right to him ;, and that, as 
all ſuch who favour his Party , are 
atually Deſerters of Religion, and con 
tinue in mortal Sin, which makes 
them liable to eternal Damnation ; ſo 
alſo, by the ſame reaſon, all ſuch as ſhall 
perſevere to the Death in reſiſt ance of 
him, as Champions of the Faith, ſhall 
be rewarded with th: Crown of Martyr- 
dom. 

On the occaſion of this newDecree, 
a General Aſſembly was held at the 
Town-Houſe , where all the AC 
ſiſtants were ſworn to dye, rather 
than to receive an Heretick King. 
This 
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lemnly on the Holy Evangeliſts, be- 
twixt the Hands of the Legat, at the 
foot of the great Altar of the Church 
of Noſtredame,after a general Proceſ- 
ſion, at which, belides the Clergy, 
were preſent, all the Princes and 
Princeſſes, and all the Companies, the 
Biſhops and Abbots, the Colonels and 
Officers, and the Perſons of Quality, 
follow'd by vaſt Multitudes, of Peo- 
ple, where the Reliques of all the 
Churches in Pars were carryed. This 
Oath, reduc'd into Writing, was 
ſent to every Houſe, by the Over- 
ſeers of the ſeveral Wards, who 0- 
blig'd all perſons to take it. After 
which, the Parliament made an Or- 
dinance, prohibiting, on pain of 
Death, that any one ſhou'd ſpeak of 
making a Compoſition with the King 
of Navarre. and above all the reſt, 
the Preachers of the Leagne, and the 
famous Cordelicr Panigarole, Biſhop 
of A/#, with Bellarmize the Learned 
Jeſuit, who both ated in ConjunQi- 
on with them ; the Divines of the 
Legat Cajetan, who preach'd like the 
reſt, during the Siege, encouragd 
their 
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rather than ſubjeCt themſelves to an 
Heretick, aſſuring them, according 
to the Decree of the Sorbonre, that 
if they ſhou'd looſe their Lives for 
ſuch a Cauſe, they dy'd undoubtedly 
for the Faith, and were to be eſteem'd 
no leſs than Martyrs. 

There alſo happen'd an Accident, 
which as fantaſtical and ridiculons as 
it appeard, was yet of uſe to ani- 
mate the People, and to fortifie them 
in their Belief, that it was their Du- 
ty to make oppoſition, even to Death, 
againſt the fetting up an Heretick 
King. For above twelve hundred 
Foclefiaſticks, as well Seculars as Re- 
gulars, amongſt whom, were the 
moſt reform'd, and moſt auſtere of 
every Order, ſuch as were the Car- 
thuſians, Minimes, Capuchins, and Feu- 
illants, made a kind of Muſter, march- 
ing in Rank and File through the 
Streets, wearing over their ordinary 
Habits, the Arms of Foot Soldiers, 
having William Roze the Biſhop 
of Sexlis. at their Head, and the Ft- 
eures of the Crucifix and the Bleſſed 
Virgin flanting in their Standard, to 
make 
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was the Matterin diſpute; their Pro- 
feſſion, as peaceable as it was, gave 
them no Diſpenſation in that Caſe, 
from hazarding their Lives in War 
like other Men, and that they were 
all reſolv'd to dye with their Bre- 
thren, in the Defence of Faith. 

All Paris ran to this Spiritual Show, 
which was like to have prov'd fatal to 
the Legat ; for making a Stop with 
his Coach at the end of Por: Noſtre- 
dame, to behold this noble Spectacle 
of the Church Militant ; while they 
were givinga Sa/ve in honour of him, 
one of thoſe good Fathers, who had 
borrow?d his Musket from a Citilen, 
and knew not that it was charg'd 
with Bullets, let fly, with no worſe 
Intention than to ſhow his Manhood, 
and fairly kilPd one of his men who 
fate in the Boot ; which caus'd the 
Prelate, who lik'd not that unchriſti- 
an Proceeding very well, to make 
haſte away tor his own Security. 
But this made no other Impreſſion in 
the Pariſians, than to confirm them 
in their Reſolution - For when they 
beheld their Confeſſours and Guides 


of 
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of their Conſciences, in that War- 
like Poſture, they believ'd ſuch men 
wou'd never have appeard in Arms, 
unleſs they were ſatisfy*d that it was 
for the Caufe of God, in which it 
was their common Duty both to live 
and dye. 

But what moſt confirm'd them in 
this Belief, was, that the King, whoſe 
hour of Converſion was not yet come, 
wou'd never hear ſpeak of it, in any 
Overturezs which were made to no 
purpoſe for a Peace. And though 
the Duke of Nemours, whom he had 
invited by a kind Letter to Submiſſion, 
fince he had already fatisfy'd his Ho- 
aour to the full, had proteſted, that 
he wou'd be the firſt to throw himſelf 
at his Feet, and that he wou'd make 
it his Buſines too, that Paris ſhou'd 
acknowled.ze him, provided he re- 
turn'd into the Church, he always 
_ rejeted that Propoſition. On which 
account, whatſoever ſolemn Promiſes 
he made, that he wou'd maintain the 
Catholique Religion ; the Pariſians, 
(to whom their Preachers, who had 
an abſolute Dominion over their 
Conſciences, ſtill repreſented the Ex- 
ample 
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_ 
its 


ſolve to confide in him. Thus, being 
perſwaded that it was impoſſible for 
them to ſurrender, without giving up 
their Religion by the ſame AQ ; they 
had the Courage, inthe midſt of their 
Sufterings, to expect the great Suc- 
cours which the Duke of Parmz 
brought to their Relicf at the end of 
Azguſt. And that excellent Com. 
mander, without giving Battel, (to 
which the King, who was conſtrain 
to retire with all his Forces from be- 
fore Paris, cou'd never force him, ſo 
well he was retrench'd at C/ay) had 
the Glory to execute his own de- 
ſign, and after his own manner, by 
taking Lagny in the ſight of the 
King, and freeing Paris, which was 
the end of his Undertaking. It be- 
longs to the general Hiſtory of Frazce, 
to deſcribe all the particular Paſlages 
of that famous Expedition ; I ſhall 
only ſay (that I: may omit nothing 
which preciſely concerns my Subject) 
that before the King had licens'd the 
Nobility and Gentry which attend- 
ed him, to depart, and divided his 


Forces into ſeveral ſmall Bodies, . 
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he afterwards did, he wou'd needs 
make a laſt Artempt upon the 
Town. 

To which effeCt,on Saturday night, 
the eighth of September, he convey*'d 
ſecretly three or four thouſand cho- 
ſen Soldiers into the Fauxbourgs, St. 
Jacquers and St. Marcean, under the 

eading of the Count de Chaſti/lon, to 
ſcale the Walls betwixt thoſe two 
Gates after Midnight,while the Town 
was buried (as it were) 1n the depth 
of Sleep. For he believ'd not that 
the Parifians, who knew that his Ar- 
my was drawn up in Battalia on the 
Plain of Bondy, all Saturday, wou'd 
keep themſelves upon their Guard, 
on that ſide which he purpos'd to at- 
taque, But as ſome notice had 
been given of his Deſign, and thar 
beſides, his Troops cou'd not poibly 
enter thoſe Faxuxboures, without 
noiſe, the Allarm was immediately 
taken, the Bells were rung, and the 
Citizens inCrouds mounted the Ram- 
parts, eſpecially, where he meant 
to have planted his Ladders. But at 
laſt, when after a long Expectation, 
no Enemy appear'd, and that no 
| more 
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len. 1550- more noiſe was heard, becaule the 


Kings Soldiers, who were cover'd by 
the Fauxboyrgs, made not the leaſt 
motion, and alſo kept a profound $i- 
lence, it was taken only for a falſe 
Alarm. The Bells ceas'd ringing, 
and every man reti'd to his own 
Lodging, excepting only ten Jeſuites, 
who being more vigilant than the 
reſt, continu'd all the remainder of 
that Night on the ſame Poſt, which 
was not far diſtant from their Col- 
ledge. 

In the mean time, the Soldicrs of 
Chaſtillon , who wett ſoftly crept 
down into the Ditch, began about 
four of the Clock in the Morning, to 
ſet up their Ladders, being favour'd 
by a thick Miſt, which hindred them 
from being diſcern'd. The Delign 
was well enongh lay'd, for there 
needed not above ten or twelve men 
to have got ovex intothe Town, who 
might have open'd the Gate of St. 
Marceau to tizeir Fellows, by means of 
a Correſpondence which was held 
with a Captain belonging to that 
Quarter; after which it had been 
eaſie to have poſleſt themſelyes of the 
Uni- 
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Univerſity, and conſequently both 4m: 1590. 


the Town and the City, wou'd have 
ſubmitted themſelves to the King, 
rather than have expos'd Paris as a 
Prey to two great Armies, by admit- 
ting that of the Duke of Parma, at 
the Gate of St. Martin. 

But the Vigilance of the ten Jeſu- 
ites, broke all theſe Meaſures which 
were ſo juſtly taken; for havin 
heard a Noiſe in the Ditch, which 
was made by thoſs who were ſetting 
up their Ladders againſt the Walls ; 
they cry'd out as loud as they cou'd 
ſtretch their Voices, to Arms, to 
Arms. Notwithitanding which, the 
Soldiers were itill getting up, and the 
firſt of them, who was ready to leap 
upon the Rampart, happend to 
ſhow his Head, juſt where one of 
thole honeſt Fathers was placd; 
who gave him ſuch a luſty knock, 
with an old Halbard, which he had 
in his hand, as he ſtood Centry, that 
he broke it in two upon his Head, 
and tumbled him down with the 
Blow into the Ditch. The Compa- 
Mons of this valiant Jeſuite, did as 
much to two other Soldiers, and a 

Fff 2 fourth, 
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fourth, who was already got up, and 
held his Ladder with one Hand, to 
deſcend into the Town, and with the 
other a broad Curtle-axe, to cleave 
the Head of the firſt who ſhou'd op- 
poſe him, was ſtopp'd ſhort by two 
of theſe Fathers, who, each of them, 
with a Partizan, ſo vigorouſly 
puſh'd him, that notwithſtanding all 
the Blows which he made in vain, 
at too great a diſtance, for fear of 
their long Weapons, they forc'd him 
at the laſt to quit his Ladder, and 
having hurt him in the Throat, 0- 
verturn'd him backward into the 
Ditch after his Fellows. 

The two firſt Citizens who ran to 
their Relief, were the Advocate 
William Baldem, and the famous Book- 
ſeller Nicholzs Nivelle; theſe two, 
finding one of thoſe Jeſuites grap- 
pling with a Soldier, who was get- 
ting upin ſpight of the poor Fathers 
weak reſiſtance, came into the reſcue, 
and lent him their helping Hands to 
kill him : And the Advocate imme- 
dtately turning himſelf ro another, 
who had already got upon the Ram- 
parts, diſcharg'd fo terrible a Reverſe 
upon 
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upon his right hand, with his Fau- 4m. 155. 


chion, that he cut it ſheer off, and 
ſent him headlong to the Bottom ; in 


the mean time, the Alarm being, 


once more warmly taken in the 
Town ; the Citizens and Soldiers 
made haſte to Man the Walls, eſpe- 
cially on that ſide, and heaps of kind- 
led Straw were thrown down to light 
the Ditch, and make diſcovery what 
was doing below ; whereupon the 
Kings Soldiers being eaſily diſcern'd, 
lefr both their Ladders and their 
Attempt, which now cou'd not poſh- 
bly ſucceed, and retird tothe Body of 
their Army. 

So little was there wanting to 
bring about ſo great an. Enterpriſe : 
For *tis moſt certain, that if theſe ten 
Jeſuits had done like the Townſmen, 
and had gone back to take their reſt 
in their College, afrer the firſt Alarm 
which was held for falſe, the King 
had that day entred Paris. But the 
Divine Providence had reſerv'd that 
happineſs for a time more favourable 
to Religion, and to that City ; into 
which the King, being Victorious 0- 
ver the League, was ordain'd to make 


Ft 3 a 


$16 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


&":. 159t- a peaceable entrance , after he had 


ſolemnly profels'd the Catholique 
Faith. 

In the mean time, the affairs of the 
League, far from being advanc after 
this expedition, which was ſo glori- 
ous tothe Duke of Parmr, were ſoon 
after reduc'd into a worſe eſtate than 
formerly, by reaſon of that horrible 
diviſion which aroſe among their Par- 
ty, and by the prudent condutt of the 
King. For perceiving that his hopes 
were fruſtrate of drawing them to a 
Battel, who were now at their eaſe, 
after the taking of Lagxny, and had 
their Quarters ſecurely extended in 
La Brie ; he remanded one part of 
his Forces to refreſh themſelves in 
the Neighbouring Provinces, and put 
another into Garriſons, in ſuch places 
as might ſerve to hinder the com- 
merce with the Pariſians, and parti- 
cularly 1n St. Denis, which he had 
taken during the Siege of Paris, and 
where the Chevalier d A4Armale, who 
endeavour'd to retake it ſome ſmall 
time afterwards, was kill'd when he 
was almoſt in poſſeſſion of the place. 

Himſelf, in the mean time, witha 
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flying Army beat the Field, to cut off 4m. 1591: 


Proviſions from Parrs, and trom the 
Army of the Duke of Parmz; who 
having loſt much time in taking Cor- 
beil, which was immediately retaken 
from the League , was conſtrain'd to 
return into Flanders, having always 
the King at his heels, who perpetu- 
ally haraſs'd him, and put him to ve- 
rygreat inconveniences and hard[hips, 
during his march to the Frontiers of 
Artois, for lo tar he took the pains to 
bring himon his Journy. After which 
he made another attempt on Pays, 
which he hop'd to have ſurpris'd by 
the Gate of St. Hoxore, with many 
Waggons loaden with Meal, and dri- 
ven by ſtout Soldiers diſguis'd in the 
habits of Countrymen, The (trata- 
gem not ſucceeding , becauſe there 
was ſome ſuſpicion of rhe deſign, he 
reaſſembled all his Forces, and went 
to lay Siege to Chartres, which after 
a vigorous defence of more than two 


months , not being reliev'd by the 


Duke of May:-nne, was conſtrain'd at 
lalt to come to a ſurrender. 

It was particularly by the Valour, 
Policy , and Induſtry of the Brave 
Fit 4 Count 
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Am. 1551, Count of Chaſtillon , Colonel of the 


French Infantry, that this confidera- 
ble place was taken : For that youn 

Lord, who had as much underſtand. 
ing as courage, and was very know- 
ing, eſpecially in the Mathemarticks, 
invented a kind of wooden Bridge, 
which he caſt by a new fort of ma- 
chine, over the Ditch; by means of 
which they cou'd paſs under covert, 
and without danger, as far as the foot 
of a great breach, which he had made 
on the fide of Ga/ardov. After which, 
Monſieur de la Bourdaiſiere, who had 
bravely defended himſelf till then, 
ſeeing there was no longer a poſſibility 
of reſiſtance, made his capitulation ; 
which the King , always generous , 
and a great Lover of valour even in 
his Enemies, granted him on very 
honourable terms. 

This was the laſt ation of Chaſtil- 
lon, who having ſerv'd his Prince all 
along with ſo much gallantry, ended 
his Life in the flower of his Age ; dy- 
ing not long after at kis Houſe of Cha- 


/tillon on the Loire, of a diſeaſe which 


he had brought upon himſelf, by his 
over-labour at a Siege, wherein ha 
a 
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had acquir'd ſo juſt a reputation and 4m: 1591, 


ſo much glory. He was extremely 
lamented even by the Catholiques , 
who had obſerv'd in him a great in- 
clination to renounce his Calviniſm 
in ſhort time, as be who already had 
begun to find out the fallities of that 
opinion ; tho' the Admiral de Coligny 
his Father, who was a ſtrong Hugwe- 
not , had causd him to be carefully 
inſtrufted in that way. But that hap- 
pineſs which he livd not to enjoy, 
was reſery'd for his younger Brother, 
Monſieur & Andelos , who, like ano- 
ther Jacob, ſucceeded to the bleſſing 
which was denyed to the Elder 
San. 

He was happy alſo in his Poſterity, 
who by ſerving their King and the 
True Religion with great zeal, have 
repaird the miſchiefs which have 
been done to both , by the Admiral 
their Predeceſſor. And certainly tis 
one great ſign of this good fortune, 
that we have ſeen in our own days, 
the Forces of the King, commanded 
by the Count of Colizpy, for the affiſt- 
ance of the Emperor againſt the Turk, 
obtain a glorious Victory over them, 

at 
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Am. 1591- at that memorable Battel of Raab, the 


gaining of which preſervd the Em- 
pire, and deliver it from the immi- 
nent danger of being overrun by Infi- 
dels. 

But to proceed. This laſt piece of 
ſervice which was perform'd by Cha- 
feillon for the King, was of great im- 
portance to the happy ſucceſs of his 
Aﬀairs : For having already in his 
hands the paſlages of all the Rivers, 
which diſcharge themſelves into the 
Seine , for the ſupply of Paris ; and 
alſo being abſolute Maſter of Ly 
Beauce, by the reduQtion of Chartres, 
and of the other ſmall places of the 
ſame Province ; that great City was 
on the ſudden, as it were, inveſted 
on all ſides : And about the ſame time 
he receiv'd intelligence, of the great 
ſucceſſes which his Commanders had 
in other places againſt the Leagyers : 
Les diguieres in Dauphin? , where he 
was receiv'd in Grenoble : La Valette 
in Provence, the Mareſchal of Matiz- 
non In Guyenne , where Bourdeaux, 
which had hitherto maintain'd it felf 
in a kind of neutrality, return'd to 
the Obedienee of the King, and the 
Dukes 
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in Normandy and in Champaigne. 

But that which, in concluſion, ru- 
in'd the League , which was already 
weakned by Arms, was the furious 
diviſion kindled amongſt the Heads 
of it ; the occaſion of which I ſhall 
next relate. The Duke of Parma had 
ſufficiently taken notice , that rhe 
Duke of Mayezne, of whoſe carriage 
he was not otherwiſe well ſatisfied, 
had deſign'd to make uſe of the Spa- 
ziards, in order to his ſupport againſt 
the King , but not to be of uſe to 
them, in making them Maſters at 
leaſt of ſome part of France, which 
was their intention, or to aſſiſt them 
in the EleQtion of a new King, who 
ſhouw*dabſolncely depend on them,now 
that the old Cardinal of Bourbox was 
deceas'd in Priſon at Fontenay le Comte. 
For which reaſon he fail'd not to give 
notice to King Ph;/ip, that he ought 
. Not to build any aſſurance hereafter 
on that Prince, who had beſides, loſt 
much of his reputation, by the ill ſac- 
ceſs of his affairs ; and that it was 
much more expedient for him, to get 
an intereſt in the Corporations of 
great 
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n:1591- great Towns, and above all in the Six- 


teen of Paris, who to compals the re- 
ftoration of their Authority, which 
the Duke of .Mayezze had once more 
taken from them, wou'd eaſily con- 
ſent to what he pleas'd. 

The King of $947z follow'd this ad- 
vice, and the Sixteen, who mortally 
hated the Duke of Mayenze, ſeeing 
themſelves ſupported by the Span:- 
ards, with whom they had entred into 
a ſtrift League of Intereſt and Friend- 
ſhip, openly enterprisd, what con- 
tempt ſoever he had of them, in de- 
ipight of him, to re-eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves in their firſt Authority. And 
that which rais'd their courage to a 
greater height, and made them more 
boldly put their reſolutions in praCtice 
was, that Gregory the Fourteenth , 
who was newly exalted tothe Papacy, 
had declard in favour of them ; imi- 
tating the Spaniards in that particular, 
and going quite contrary to Sixtus 
the Fifth. 

That Pope Sixt, who had fo ill 
treated the King of Vawarre, by the 
thundring Bull which he had pub- 
liſh'd againſt him, and whoafterwards 
oppos'd 
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opposd his being King of France, had 4m;.1591. 


very much alterd his opinion, after 
he had been better inform'd of the 
French affairs : For having made ſolid 
refleftions on the paſt, without ſuf- 
fering himſelf to be prepoſleſs'd, he 
—_ underſtood the great merits of 
the King, whom hethen endeavour'd 
to reconcile to the Church by gentle 
uſage : The Ambition of the Heads of 
the Leave, the indireft dealing and 
couſenages of their Agents, (who had 
{o often deceiv'd him by falſe Relati- 
ons; and more than all the reſt, the 
pernicious deſigns of the Spaniards, 
who that they might irrevocably in- 
gage him in their Intereſts, were ve- 
hemently urgent with him to Excom- 
municate a!l the Catholiques who 
follow*d the King, and that he ſhou'd 
bind himſelf by Oath, never to re- 
ceive him into the Boſom of the 
Church , what ſubmiſſion ſoever he 
{hould make;) had opened his eyes, 
and caus'd him to take much other 
meaſures. For thcy procecded at 
length to plain threatnings , that if 
he deny*d them this ſatisfattion, they 
wou'd proteſt in a full Aﬀembly a- 
oainſ} 
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Am. 1591. gainſt him , and make proviſion of 


other means for the preſervation of 
the Church which he had abandon'd. 
This ſo far inrag*d him, as he was the 
Man amongſt all the Popes, who was 
the leaſt capable of bearing ſich af- 
fronts, that oppoſing threatnings to 
threatnings, he told the Embaſlador 
Olivares in plain terms, he wou'd out 
off his Head if he ſhou'd preſume to 
ſtir any farther in that matter. Which 
fair warning he was wiſe enough to 
take, as well knowing the fiery tem- 
per of the Pope, who was like enough 
to have kept his word. 

Nay, there are ſome who are apt 
to think, that far from joyning with 
the League againſt the King, to which 
the Spaniards perpetually ſolicited him 
for their own intereſt, he had reſoly'd 
to employ the five Millions of Gold, 


Which he had heap'd up in the Caſtle 


of St. Angelo, during his Popedom, to 
make War againſt them, and to beat 
them out of the Kingdom of Naples. 
But his meaſures were all broken by 
a ſudden death, which carry*d him 
oft on the twenty ſeventh day of As- 
guſt, in the Year precedent. mh 
(7 
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The 'Leagyers , who obſervd not 459% 


even common decency, fo little dif- 
2mbled their joy for his death, that 
the news of it being brought to Paris, 
on the fifch of September, Aubry, the 
Curate of St. Anare des Arcs, an hare- 
brain'd Fool, declaring it tq the peo- 
ple in his Sermon, was impudent e- 
nough to ſay, that his death came by 
miracle, betwixt the two Feaſts of 
our Lady. And added theſe his very 
words: God has deliver'd us from a 
wicked Pope, and an ill Politician; If 
he had liv/d longer, you woud have been 
all amazd to hear Sermons Preach'd in 
Paris againſt a Pope ; and yet it muſt of 
neceſſity have been done. Behold, how 
much theſe Preachers of the League 
were intoxicated with their paſſions, 
which they eaſily infusd iato the peg- 
ple; who followed quietly, like blind 
men, their Guides, who were blind- 
erthan themſelves, and wholed them 
to the Precipice , where they all pe- 
rid, 

Gregory the Fourteenth, a Milanozr, 
who was exalted to the Papacy after 
Urbanthe ſeventh, whoenjoyed that 
honour but therteen days, ns © 
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Am. 1591. in direC oppoſition to the condudt of 


Sixtwus the Fifth. He joynd with the 
Spaniards, and declar'd openly in fa- 
vour of the League , according to the 
manner they defir*d : For laying aſide 
the Duke of Mayexre, and the other 
Princes of his Houſe, for whom the 
Spaniards little car'd, he writ imme- 
diately to the Sixteen , to encourage 
them to perſevere in the reſolution 
which they had always teſtified, and 
never to ſubmit themſelves to Hexry 
de Bourbon, He promiſed them fif- 
teen thouſand Crowns by the Month, 
for ſolonga time as he ſhou'd judge it 
necefdary for their ſupply, and an Ar- 
my of 12000 men to be raisd and en- 
tertain'd at his own charges, which 
he wou'd ſuddenly ſend them, under 
the Conduct of Hercules Sfonarato his 
Nephew , whom he made Duke of 
Montemarciano, And that he might 
joyn his Spiritual Arms with his Tem- 
poral, he ſent into Frazce (by the Re- 
ferendary Marcelin Landriano) a Mo- 
nitory, by which he Excommunicated 

all Prelates, and all other Eccleſi- 

aſticks of the Kings Party, depriving 

them of their Benefices, if within a 

| certain 
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certain ſhort ſpace of time they did 4m; 159t. 
not forſake him, and retire ont of all 
places under his obedience : He ob- 
lig'd the Nobility and Gentry, the 
Magiſtracy and che People, to do the 
ſame ; and, in concluſion , declar'd 
Henry of Bourbon to be a relaps'd He- 
retique , Excommunicated , and to 
have forfeited the Crown and all his 
Poſſeſſions and Lord(hips. 

There are ſometimes Thunders , 
which make a ratling noiſe and do no 
harm , becauſe the fhery exhalation 
which breaks out of the Clouds, is 
evaporated, whether by the thinneſs 
of its body, or by the violent agitati- 
on of the Air? which diſperſes it be- 
fore it reaches us. Of all the Thun- 
derbolts which have beendarted from 
the Vatican, againſt Sovereign Prin- 
ces, there will be found but few 
which have been ſo noiſy as this, 
which was accompanied with an Ar- 
my that was to Aft in conjuntion 
with the Leaoue and q paniaras . All 
which notwithſtending it had little 
or no effet, by the care which was 
taken to make evident, by many Wrt- 
tings which were ſpread abroad, the 
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Am. 1591. nullities of this Bull ; and by the vi- 


gorous reſolutions of the King s Coun- 
cil of Parliament, fitting at '{ ours and 
at' Chaaloxs, and of the Clergy of 
France , aſſembled at Marte , who 
condemn'd it as erroneous, every one 
of them after their own manner. In. 
ſomuch, that not a Man of all the 
Catholicks, on that account forſook 
the Party of the King, whole conver- 
fion was continually hop , as ſoon 
as he had the means and opportuni- 
ty of cauſing himſclt to be inſtructed, 
So ſtrongly were our Anceſtors per- 
{waded, that the power of Popes, as 
Heads of the Church, extends not at 
all upon the temporal, and much leſs 
on the Rights of the Crown; and 
that it can ordain nothing to the pre- 
judice of that Fidelity and Allegiance 
which is due tv Princes, in thoſe 
things which arc not maniteſtly a- 
gainſt God. 

'T1s true, that the Parliament at Pa- 
71s being for the L-:2x-, receiv'd that 
Buli,and repeal'd the Decrees of Chae 
las and Tors : But 'tis manifeſt,it was 
then no free Court , as being at that 
time oppreſs'd under the Tyranny g 
the 
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I may ſay) by the fear which every 
Member of it had, to be led Captives 
in Triumph to the Baſtile. In this 
manner, thoſe turbulent Spirits, who 
may juſtly be call'd the ſixteen Ty. 
rants of Paris, finding themſelves ſup- 
ported by the Protection of a Pope, 
became daily more infolent and 
haughty, in oppoſition to the Duke 
. of May-nne's Authority : and their 
Bo!dneſs was increas'd yet more, by a 
moſt ſurpriſing Anſwer , which the 
King of Spaiz made to the Deputies 
of the Lorrain Princes. Thoſe Prin- 
ces being aſſembled at Rheims, where 
was prefent the Cardinal of Pelwe, 
whom the Duke of V13ene had made 
Archbiſhop of that Place, found 
themſelves (in that low Condition to 
which they were reduc'd) unable by 
their own Power to reſiſt the King, or 
to procure their ſafety by any other 
means, than by obtaining frem King 
Philip, the Aſſiſtance of all his Forces, 
to the end that they might be able 
to maintain that King, who was to 
be elefted in the States General, 
which were to be aſſembled for that 


Ggg 2 pur- 


830 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Am. 1591: purpoſe ; each of them in his own 
SANS OTROS 5 


Perſon pretending to that Honour, 
yet none of them daring to own his 
Ambition openly, for fear of drawing 
on himſelf the Hatred of his Ri- 
vals, who wou'd certainly unite and 
band themſelves together to exclude 
him. | 

The Perſon who was choſen to ne- 
gotiate in Spain, was the famous Pe- 
ter Jannin, Preſident of the Parlia- 
ment of Bouro0gne, a man of preat 
Integrity , exquifitz Underſtanding, 
rare Prudence, and inviolable Fidel1- 
ty, which had causd the Duke of 

ayenne tO repole an abſolute Conki- 
*dence in him ; who, for his own part, 
in the Honeſty of his well meaning 
Soul, had follow'd him, and the Par- 
ty of the Leazne with an implicit 
Faith, that it was for the ſafety of 
Religion and of the State : for on the 
one fide, he believ'd not that Reli- 
gion cou d be preſervd in France, if 
the King were not a Catholique, and 
therefore he argu'd that he ought to 
be ſuch ; and on the other ſide, being 
an honeſt French-man, he wou'd like 
his Maſter, make uſe of the yur 
ards 
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ards to compaſs his ends, but not 4m. 1597: 


ſerve them, by favouring their unjuſt 
Deſigns in the leaſt circumſtance, to 
the prejudice of the State. 

Being ſuch as I have here deſcrib'd 
him, it was not hard for him to diſ- 
cover the Intentions of King Philip : 
who holding himſelf aſſurd of the 
Sixteen, which he believ'd to be the 
prevailing FaQion, and much more 
powerful than in effeCt it was, lay'd 
himſelf ſo open, as to make his In- 
tentions be clearly underſtood, which 
the great Prudence and Policy , 
whereon he ſo much valued himſelf, 
ſhou'd have kept undiſcover'd for a 
longer time, in expeCation of a fit- 
ting opportunity to make them 
known , when all things were dif- 
pos'd, and in a due readineſs for the 
Execution of his Deſigns. After the 
Prelident had repreſented to him 1n 
his Audiences, the weakneſs and ne- 
ceſſities of the League, the Forces 
and Progreſs of the King , the ex- 
tream danger in which Religion then 
was, and the immortal glory which 
he might acquire by preſerving ir in 
the moſt Chriſtian Kingdom, by the 
Ggg 3 Aſſiſtance 
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dn. 1591 Aſſiſtance which was expeRed from 


his Zeal and Power, that Prince who 
was willing to fell his Aid at a higher 
Price than bare Glory, without more 
advantage, open'd his mind, without 
any reſerve, after a moſt ſurprizing 
manner. For he caus'd him to be 
told by his Secretary D-z John D' 
Idiaques, that he had reſolv*d to marry 
his only Daughter the I»fanta 1/abella, 
to the Archduke Frz-fs, and to give 
him in Dowry the Low-Countries, 
and ſince that for the Preſervation of 
Religion in France, it was neceſſary 
they ſhou'd have a Catholick King, 
they cou'd not make a better Choice 
than of that Princeſs, who, being 
Neece to the three laſt Kings, and 
Grand-daughter to H-»ry the Second, 
was without contradiction more near- 
ly related to them than the Bourbon : 
that with her Perſon, all the Low- 
Countries won'd be re united to the 
Crown, and that having, hefides 
theſe Advantages, the whole Forces 
of the Houſe of Ar: in favour of 
her, the Hereticks wou'd ſoon be ex- 
terminated, and the Prince of Bearn 
expelld from the Kingdom. 

The 
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The Preſident overjoy*d,that he had 4: 1597- 
wherewithal ro diſabuſe the Duke of 
Mzjenne, by means of this ſtrange 
Propoſition , and confirm him in 
thoſe good Opinions which the Steur 
de Villzroy had infus'd into him ; an- 
ſwerd King Ph//;p with great Pru- 
dence, and no leſs Policy ; and faint- 
ly putting him in mind of the S2/:que 
Law, on which he did not much 1n- 
fit, ſeem'd rather to encourage, than 
daſh his Hopes, in the proſecution of 
of his Purpoſe. Inſomuch, that he 
drew him to a Promiſe of great Sup- 
plies, both in Men and Money, which 
he faiPd not to ſend, with more 
{peed than uſual. And the Duke be- 
ing fatisfy'd, rhat according to thar 
ambitious Deſign of the Span7ards, he 
con'd never pretend to the Kingdom, 
us'd all his Endeavours for the future, 
that the EleQtion might not fall on 
any other ; not even on a Prince of 
his own Family, who might marry 
the Infants, On the contrary, the 
Sixteen, who were altogether at the 
Devotion of the Spaniards, by whom 
they were powerfully proteQed a- 
gainſt him, wrote to King Phzlip, 

Ggg 4 by 


834 The Hiſtory of the League. 


4m. 1551. by one Father Matthew (not the Je- 
ſuite of that Name) a large Letter, 
the Original of which, being inter- 
cepted near Lyons, was brought to 
the King ; 1n which, after their hum- 
ble Acknowledgments to his Catho- 
lick Majeſty, of the many Favours 
and Benefits which they had receiv'd 
from him, they earneſtly petition 
him, that in caſe he ſhou'd refuſe to 
accept the Crown of Fraxce, he 
woud give them a King of his own 
Family, or at leaſt ſome other Prince, 
whom he ſhou'd plcaſe to elett for 
his Son in Law. 

*Tis farther obſervable,that the Dt- 
viſion which was betwixt the Duke 
of Mzzc»xe, and his neareſt Relations, 
excecdingly increas'd the Power, and 
by conſequence, the Audacity and 
Inſolence cf thoſ: fatious men : For 
on one ſide, the Duke of Nemorrs 
(who was much incens'd, that after 
he had fo bravely defended Pars, the 
Government of N:orzazdy {ſhou'd be 
retus'd him, which Province he 
thought to have ereQted into a Princi- 
pality, like that of Breragae, of 
which, the Duke of Mercz:r had 

made 
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made himſelf a Soveraign Prince) was 4m. 1591. 
retird with a good part of the For- * V Y 
ces into Liomnvs, and by the Corre- 
ſpondence which he held with the 
Sixteen, did his beſt endeavours to 
ſupplant him ; and cauſe himſelf to 
be choſen Head of the Party ; on the 
other fide, the young Duke of Gui/e, 
who had made his eſcape from the 
Caſtle of Tours where he was de- 
taind Priſoner, having been receiv'd 
with great Acclamations by the Lea- 
guers, who believ'd, that 1n his Per- 
ſon, they had recover'd his dead Fa- 
ther,their great Patron and ProteCtor ; 
= him much anxiety, and flPd 
is mind with jealous apprehenſions, 
eſpecially when he obſerv*d that the 
great Name of Guife, ſo much re- 
verenc'd by the Pariſians, drew after 
it not only the Crowd of common 
People, but allo the Nobility and 
Gentlemen of the League. But above 
all things it grated him, that his Ne- 
phew had made a ſtrict Alliance with 
the Fattion of Sixteen, who were 0- 
verjoy'd to have him at their Head, 
in oppoſition to his Uncle, whom 
they hated : All theſe Conſiderations 


put 
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4mi 1591. put together, {well'd them to fo great 


an arrogance, that they reſolv'd to rid 
their hands of all ſuch as were in a 
Condition of hindring them from 
being Abſolute in Paris. 

To this effet, they bethought 
themſelves of inventing a new kind 
of Oath, which excluded from the 
Crown all the Princes of the Blood; 
and preſenting it to ſuch, whom they 
knew to be too well principled to 
ſign it, on their Refuſal, they made 
Seizure of their Eſtates, and baniſhd 
them. In fine, having by this abo- 
minable Praftice , driven away all 
thoſe who ſtood ſniſpefted by them, 
and even the Cardinal of G-24/y their 
Biſhop, who, together with the Cu- 
rats of St. Merry, and of St. Erſtache, 
endeavour to incline the People, by 
gentle Perſwaſions, to return to their 
Obedience; they committed a moſt 
barbarous and inhumane Action, 
which by the juſt Judgment of God 
and Men, was in concluſion, the ru- 
ine of that execrable FaCtion. 

For, to intimidate the Parliament, 
which oppos'd their unjuſt and vio- 
tent Undertakings, and had newly 
acquit- 
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acquitted one of thoſe, whom they 4m;1591- 


accus'd of holding Correſpondence 
with the Royaliſts, and to revenge 
themſelves of the Preſident Briſſoz, 
who had advertis'd the Duke of May- 
enne, that thoſe Villains had written 
to the King of Sp4iz, and offer'd him 
the Crown ; on the fifteenth of No- 
vember, very early in the Morning, 
they ſeiz'd that worthy Gentleman, 
together with the Sieur Larcher a 
Counſellor of Parliament, and the 
Siteur Tardif, his great Friends and 
Confidents ; carry*'d them one after 
the other, to the Periz Chaſteler, and 
there having firſt declar'd them by 
their own private Authority, without 
other form of Proceſs, to be attaint- 
ed and convit of Treaſon, for hav- 
ing favourd the Party of the King of 
Navarre, they orderd them to be 
hangd on a Beam of the Council 
Chamber, and the next day tyd 
them to three Gibbets, in the Place 
of the Greve, having each of them 
an Inſcription faſtned to him, ſignify- 
ing that they were Traytors to their 
Country , and fayourers of Here- 


ticks, 
They 


838 


Arn. 1591. 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


They believ'd that by this means, 
the People imagining that thoſe un- 
fortunate men intended to have ſold 
them to the Enemy, wou'd approve 
that ation ; but on the contrary, eve- 
ry one ſhook with horror at ſo piteous 
a SpeQtacle. Even thoſe who were 
of their Faftion, deteſted in their 
hearts this horrible Cruelty, and there 
were none who had not reaſon to 
fear that their own Lives might eve- 
ry moment be exposd to the fury of 
thoſe Tyrants, if ſome ſpeedy ftop 
were not put to the courle of their 
outragious Proceedings. For which 
reaſon, when the Duke of Mayerne 
had receiv'd Notice of it at Laoz, 
where he then was,and was withal ad- 
vertisd, that thoſe furious People had 
incurrd the general Hatred, and that 
they ſaid openly, that they woud do 
as much to him, as they had done to 
others ; he came at length to be of 
Opinion, that he might ſafely puniſh 
chem, without fear of a Riſing in 
their Favour. Upon which, he en- 
cred Paris with the Forces which he 
had about him, forc'd Buſſy le Clerc 
ro ſurrender the Bafti/? into his 
hands ; 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


hands; and after having laid the 
Faftion aſleep, by a ſeeming negli- 
ence for ſome few days, while they 
believ'd that he had fatisfyed him- 
ſelf, with the Reproof which he had 
given them in the Town-houſe, 
where he only advisd them to be 
more moderate , he condemn'd nine 
of them to death, without obſervin 
more formalities than they had as 
on the like occaſion. 

Four of them , namely, Ameline, 
Emonot , Anroux , and Commilſary 
Louchard, who were apprehended on 
the fourth of September betimes 1n the 
morning at their houſes,were brought 
to the Loywre , where the Duke of 
Mayenne, as they were told, defird 
to ſpeak with them. Bur upon their 
entrance, they found the Szenr de YVi- 
try, who caus'd their Sentence to be 
read to them : And at the ſame time, 
the Executioner , who ſtood ready 
with his Servants, his Halters, and 
his Ladder, hung them up all four on 
a Beam, in the Swiſſes Hall. The re- 
maining five, amongſt whom was 
Boſſy Le Clerc, having receiv'd inti- 
mation that they were to be taken, 
favd 
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_— ſfavd themſelves by flying into Flax- 


ders, where they dy dof want, being 
unrelievd and forſaken by all man- 
kind. 

The Duke was contented to puniſh 
the reſt in their purſes, by forcing 
them to refund the wealth which 
they had ſcrapd together during 
their Tyranny, with ſo much rapine 
and oppreſſion. And to cut up by the 
roots , thoſe evils which proceeded 
from the licentious meetings of the 
Sixteen, particularly at the houſes of 
the two Curats, Bouch'y and Pelletier, 
as alſo to free the Citizens from their 
arbitrary power of commanding them 
to Arm when they thought good , 
which they durſt never diſobey ; he 
caus'd to be verified 1n Parliament, 
and publifd an Ordinance. by which 
all perſons were prohibited on pain of 
Life, and eſpecially thoſe who were 
called The C-ncil of Sixteen, to hold 
any more Aſſemblies. And all the 
Officers, Colonels, Captains, Lieu- 
tenants, Enſigns of the Town, and 
moſt conſkderah'e Cirizens joyning 
with him, to rake from that accurſed 


Race of factious men, all farther pow- 
er 
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er of harming either the publick or 4,759 


private perſons, they all ſwore, and 
made a promiſe to Almighty God, on 
the Holy Evangeliſts, neither to take 
Arms themſelves, nor permit others 
to take Arms, or to aſſemble them- 
| ſelves xogether , unleſs by authority 
from the Duke of Mayenre , or the 
Provoſt of Merchants and the Sheriffs, 
who were his Creatures: To fall on 
all ſuch who ſhou'd preſume to Arm, 
or to Aſſemble, and to uſe them like 
Traytors, Mutineers, and Perſons guil- 
ty of Impiety and High-Treaſon : And 
v# they ſhou'd diſcover any attempt or 
kecret conſpiracy, to give notice of it 
tothe Magiſtrates, to the end the Au- 
thors and Accomplices of it might be 
brought to condign puniſhment, and 
themſelves might live in peace and 
quietneſs, in the fear of God, and un- 
der the proteCtion of the Laws. 

I have ſeen in the Library of Mon- 
fieur Colbert, (which is ſtord with 
Yreat numbers of excellent Manu- 
(cripts, and moſt authentick pieces) 
the Original of this Oath in Parch- 
ment?, _ by five hundred fifty 
eight Perſons, whereof two hundred 
ſixty 
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Am. 1591- ſixty four fign'd on the fifth of Sep- 


tember, (the day after the Execution 
of the four, who were hang'd at the 
Lowvre) and the reſt on the twenty 
third of December, and the tenth of 
Tarnnary, 1n the year following. This 
was the fatal blow, which beat down 
the FaCtion of the Sixteen, whichfrom 
that time forward, was ſo fardiſarm'd 
and weakn'd, that it never durlt ofter 
at any thing more - which was one of 
the principal Cauſes of the Freedom ; 
and in conſequence of the peaceable 
ReduCtion of Paris, to the Obedience 
of the King. : 

For which reaſon, I believe my 
Reader will be glad to be acquainted 
with the Names of ſome amongſt 
them, who, by the great Zeal which 
they teſtify'd on that occalion, to al- 
{ure the Peace and Liberty of Pars, 
had the Happineſs and Glory to have 
much contributed to the accompliſh- 
ment of ſo good a Work. I cou'd 
not here inſert five hundred Names, 
without tiring the Patience of my 
Reader, who will therefore ſatisfy 
himſe!f with thoſe few, which I have 
ſeleted from ſo great a number, be- 
cauſe 
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becauſe they appear to me to be the Am. 1591. 
i. > 


beſt known, and the moſt remarka- 
ble amongſt them. Micholay, Thier- 
ſaut, Le Fevre, L' Huillier, Parfait, 
Ronilliard, Paſquier, Boulanger, Blon- 
del, Rolland, Hebers, - Des Cominges, 
Amelot, D' Aubray, and P. Le 
Teller. 

The Duke of Mayenre, having in 
this manner re-eſtabliſhd his own 
Authority, and the ſecurity of Parzs, 
by the pulling down, or rather the 
total ruine of the Sixteen, wou'd 
alſo repair the Lofs which the Parli- 
ament had ſuffer'd of its only Preſi- 
dent, remaining now without an 
Head : and aQting with abſolute Pow- 
er, in the nature of a Soveraign Mo- 
narch, he created four new Preſt- 
dents, out of their number, whom 
he believ'd to be entirely in his In- 
tereſts, not doubting but they wou'd 
imploy themſelves on all occaſions, to 
maintain his Power in that Body. 
after which he was obligd to take 
the Field, and to beg, as he had done 
formerly the Aſſiſtance of the Spani- 
ards againſt the King ; who —_ 
made great progreſs during thoſe 
Hhh Trou- 
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Am. 1591- Troubles and Diviſions, which were 


likely at thar time to ruine the Party 
of the League, had laid Siege to 
Ronen. 

He had already taken Noyon in 
view of the Enemies Army, which 
which was then ſtronger than his 
own : And having lately receiv'd the 
Supplies of Money, and of vhree 
thouſand men, which the Earl of 
Eſſex, the Queen of Exzlands Fa- 
vourite had brought him, he went 
with twelve hundred Horſe to joyn 
upon the Frontier, on the Plains of 
V andy, five or (ix thouſand Reiters, 
and above ten thouſand Lanſquenets, 
which the Vicount de 7 nrenne had 
brought him from Germany ; where 
he negotiated ſo well with the three 
Proteſtant Electors, and William 
Lanatgrave of Heſſe , that he ob- 
taind this conſiderable Succour, not- 
withſtanding all the Endeavours 
which the Emperor Roao/phus had 
usd to hinder him. Which impor- 
tant Service, with - many others 
which he had conſtantly perform'd 
from time to time, during the ſpace 
of eighteen years that he had oy 
ene 
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the King, was immediately recom- 4m- is9t- 
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penc'd by his Royal Maſter, who ha- 
ving given him the Baſtou of Mare- 
/hall, made him Duke of Boxillon, and 
Soveraign Prince of Sedaz, by giving 
him in marriage the Princeſs Charlotte 
de la Mark, Siſter and Heir to the 
Duke deceasd. He allo on his 
ſide, being deſirous to let the King 
underſtand, that he wou'd endea- 
vour to deſerve that Honour which 
was done him by his Majeſty, and 
what he might expe& hereafter 
from him, did like David, who mar- 
ry'd not Sauls Daughter, till he had 
kilPd an hundred Philiftims ; for, as 
a Preparatory to his Marriage, in imi- 
tation of that Scripture-Hero, he took 
the Town of Srexay by Scalado, the 
day before his Marriage. The King 
now finding himſelf ftrengthen'd 
with ſo conſiderable a Supply, went 
to re-joyn the Groſs of his Army be- 
fore Rovex, which the Marſhal de 
Biroz had inveſted. As that Town 
was well attaqu'd, ſo was it better 
defended, during the ſpace of (ix 
months, by Andrew Brancas de Villars, 
who was afterwards Admiral of 

Hhh 2 France, 
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France, and at that time Lieutenant 
General in Normandy, and Gover. 
nour of Ryiex and Havre de Grace, 
for the League. He perform'd on 
that occaſion, all that cou'd be ex- 
pected from a great Captain, for the 
defence of a Town committed to his 
Charge ; and by his long and vigo- 
rous Reſiſtance, twice gave leiſure 
to the Duke of Mzjeaae, to bring 
him the Relief which he had obtaind 
from the Spaniards, It was not with- 
out much difficulty that he gain'd 
theſe Succours ; but at length, ha- 
ving artfully inſinuated into the King 
of Spains Miniſters, that he wou'd 
procure the Ele&tion to fall upon the 
Infanta, which thing they paſſionate- 
ly defird, though he fed them only 
with falſe hopes of it ; the Duke of 
Parma receiv*d ſuch exprefs Orders 
to march once more into Fraxce, for 
the Relief of Rojer, that it was im- 
poſſible for him toreſiſt them, though 
he wou'd gladly have been diſpencd 
with, from that expedition. 

He therefore advanc'd but very 
ſlowly, with a itrong Army of thir- 
teen or fourteen thouſand old Soldi- 
ers, 
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ers, Spaniards and Watoons R and ſe. Ann. 1592. 
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ven or eight thouſand French, Loy- 
rainers and Italians, which laſt, were 
the remainders of the Duke of May- 
ennes, and Myntemarciano's Forces. The 
King in perſon, went to meet them 
on their way, with part of his 
Cavalry, to harraſs them 1n their 
March, and advanc'd as far as Aumale, 
that he might defend that Paſſage a- 
gainſt them. But confidering that 
he had not ſtrength enough to main- 
tain it, and that their whole Army, 
which he went on purpole to view 
and to obſerve, was coming to fall 
upon him, and might ealily incloſe 
him, by paſſing the River, either a- 
bove or below that Burrough , he 
thought it neceſſary to make a ſpeedy 
Retreat. 'Tis true, that this Retreat 
which he made in view of ſo great 
an Army, was very brave, and that 
he never ſhow'd the greatneſs of his 
Courage and undaunted Reſolution, 
more than on this occaſion, which 
was the moſt dangerous in which 
he had ever been ingag'd ; but 
the great Captains of that time, all 
concurr'd in one Opinion, that he 

Hhh 3 per- 


$48 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Am. 1592- perform'd it rather like a valiant Sol- 


dier, who was well ſeconded by For- 
tune, than like a prudent General, 
whoſe duty itis, to take his Meaſures 
ſo juſtly, that he may not abſolutely 
depend on the inconſtancy of chance, 
which often, by one ſudden blow, 
has ruind the moſt fix'd and ſolid 
Undertakings. For, that he might 
give his men the leiſure of retiring 
with the Baggage, he plac'd an hun- 
dred Arquebuliers,. at the entrance of 
the Burrough, and putting himſelf at 
the Head of two hundred Horſe, he 
advancdalmoſt half a League towards 
the Enemy, coming up within Piſtol- 
ſhot of them, and made many dil- 
charges upon the Carabins, which 
marchd at the Head of the Army, 
whom he immediately ſtopp'd. But 
the Duke of Parma, having receiv'd 
information, that he was there in 
Perſon, ſo weakly attended, and out 
of his Generals Poſt, firſt ſent out his 
light-Horſe againſt him , and after 
them, the Body of his men at Arms, 
who drove him back into Aymale. 
His hundred Arquebuſiers were there 
almoſt all of them cut in pieces, ir 
Ie 
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he was in danger to have been in- 41592 


clos'd, and either kill'd or taken, had 
not the night come on apace, during 
which, the Enemies unwilling to 1n- 
gage themſelves any farther, with- 
out having firit diſcover'd the Coun- 
try, he fortunately brought off his 
men, in that dangerous Retreat ; in 
which he was ſhot in the Reins with 
a Piſtol-Bullet ; but che Diſcharge 
being made at too great a diſtance, it 
only raz?d his Skin, without farther 
harm : His Enemies themſelves, and 
principally the Duke of Parma, in this 
Combat. admir'd his Valour, and his 
good Fortune, but gave no great com- 
mendations to his Conduct, and the 
Marſhal 4e Biron, who us'd to ſpeak 
his mind freely, cou'd not hold from 
telling him ar his return, that it was 
unbecoming a great King to do the 
duty of a Carabin. 

Ia the mean time /il/rrs, willing 
to make advantage of his Abſence, 
perform'd one of the moſt gallant 
Attions which were done in the 
courſe of the whole War. For being 
inform'd by his Spies, in what order 
the Camp of the Beſfiegers lay ; he 
Hhh 4 on 
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Am. 1592. on the twenty ſixth of February, made 


a furious Sally out of all the Cates 
which were oppolite to the Key; 
which, in eftet,was worth to him the 
gaining ofa Battel. For having ſur- 
pris'd'the Enemy, and carry'd all the 
Quarters which look'd towards thoſe 
Gares, at a brisk Charge, which he 
made on them ſeverally, at the ſame 
time, he poſleſt himſelf of the Trenches 
and all the Camp which was on that 
fide; where, during almoſt two 
hours that he was Maſter of them, 
his Infantry beat down, overthrew , 
waſted and burnt the Tents, Gabions, 
Batteries, Utenſils, Ammunition , 
Powder and Baggage ; filld up the 
Trenches, ſpoild the Mines, nail'd 
the Cannon, deſtroy'd or made ule- 
leſs almoſt all their Labour, while 
himſelf advancing with four Squa- 
drons of choſen men, againſt the 
Marſhal de B:roz (who was haſting 
thither, though ſomewhat of the la- 
teſt, from his Quarters at D- ractdl, 
ro the Succour of his Men) made 
good his Retreat with great bra- 
very, returning often to the Charge, 
that his Infantry might have leiſure 
to 
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to make havock of all things, and 4m. 1598. 
afrerwards to retire with him, which — WY” 


they did, and he re-enter'd the Town 
in triumph, with more than an hun- 
dred Priſoners, and five great pieces 
of Cannon, having kilPd above five 
hundred men, twelve Captains, two 


Colonels, and diſorder'd and routed - 


the greateſt part ofthe Camp, with- 
out the loſs of more than thirty 
men. | 
After this great Succeſs, {lars 
held himſelf to be in ſo good a 
Condition of defence, that he ſent, 
to defire of the two Dukes, to ſup- 
ply him only with Money for Pay- 
ment of the Garriſon, as believing 
that he ſhowd need no other Suc- 
cours. But the King, who at his re- 
turn, ſoon redreſs'd the Diſorders, 
and forwarded the Siege, having ſhur 
up the River both above and below 
the Town, with a great number of 
Barques, which were well equippd, 
and ten great Holland Veſſels, which 
were brought him by Count Ph:lip of 
Naſſas, the: Town was reduc'd to.a 
want of Proviſions, in two moneths 
time. Inſomuch, that Yulars was 
Ccon- 
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Am. 1592- conſtraind to give notice to the 
Dukes, who were refreſhing their 
Army beyond the Some, that the 
Citizens were not of the ſame mind 
with the Pariſians, to dye of Fa- 
mine, and that therefore he ſhon'd 
be forc'd to capitulate, in caſe he was 
not reliev'd within eight days. 

At this News, the Dukes, who 
on the other hand underſtood, that 
the Kings Army was much weaken'd 
with hard Duty and Suffering at fo 
long a Siege, in one day reaſſembled 
all their Forces, march'd without 
their Baggage, re-paſsd the Somme, 
made thirty Leagues in four days 
time, and on the twentieth of Apr:/, 
appear'd in Battalia within a League 
of Rouen.TheHead-officers entcr'd the 
City that Evening, becauſe the King, 
(who was not able to makeReſſiance 
at one time, againſt a great Army 
which lay without, and a Garriſon 
within the Town, encourag'd by the 
preſence of ſo powerful a Relief ) was 
conſtrain'd to raiſe the Siege, and to 
retire to Pont de * Arch, where the 
Nobility, and the 'Troops which he 
had before ſent off, to refreſh them- 

ſelves 
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ſelves in the adjacent Country, re- 4m-155% 


aſſembled within five or fix days, to 
the number of three thouſand Horſe, 
and fix thouſand Foot. Then finding 
himſelf ſuperiour in ſtrength to the 
Army of the Dukes, who having ta- 
ken the ſmall Town of Caudebec, were 
gone to take up their Quarters at 
Tvetot, and to cover it ; he march'd 
direaly towards them, with a Reſo- 
lution, either to force them to a Bat- 
tel, or toenclole them within a little 
corner of the Countrey of Caux, cut- 
ting them oft from all manner of Pro- 
viſions, and raking from them all 
means of their Retreat. 

And truly his Deſign in all probabi- 
lity muſt have ſucceeded ; for having 
forc'd them after many ſmallSkirmiſh- 
es, wherein he had ſtill the advantage, 
to forſake their Quarters at Twvetor, 
and to retire by night to a more ſecure 
Poſt, within a quarter of a League 
of Candebec, he ſurrounded them, 
and ſhut them up ſo ſtraightly, that 
they cou'd neither ſubſiſt any longer, 
all the. Paſſages for Vittuals being 
ſeiz'd, nor yet retire, having at their 
Back an Arm of the Sea, and before 
them 
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Ann, 1552- them an Enemy, who was ſtronger 
than themſelves: nor cou'd they 
tight, without being evidently ex- 
posd to a total Overthrow, But the 
good Fortune, the Skill and great 
Genius of the Duke of Parma, over- 
came all theſe Dithculties, and in one 
night drew them out of that immi- 
nent Danger of periſhing, when no 
appearance of ſafety was remaining 
to them. For under proteCtion of 
two great Forts, which he had rais'd 
on the two Banks of the River, with 
Redoubts, which commanded the 
Water, and great Out-works, which 
on his ſide were advanc'd towards 
the Kings Army,as it he had intended 
to have expected them within hisRe- 
trenchments; on the twelfth of 
May at night, he paſsd over his 
whole Army, his Baggage, and his 
Cannon, 1n a great number of large 
Boats, cover'd with Beams and 
Boards, which he had orderd to be 
convey'd down from R1ivew, Infor 
much, that at break of Day, every 
thing was in ſafety on the other {ide 
the Scize; and the King, who diſco- 
ver'd this wonderful Stratagem too 

e hte, 
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late, was not able to hinder the 4m. 1552. 


Prince Ramnccio Farneſe, who with 
fourteen or fifteen hundred men had 
coverd this Retreat in the great Fort, 
and in the Out-works, from filing 
off with his Men, and paſſing them 
them all over together with his four 
pieces of Cannon, on the Boats and 
Ferry-boats, which he afterwards ſet 
on fire, 

Thus the Duke of Parma found the 
means 1n one night, to put a great 
River, which in that place was a mile 
and a halt broad, betwixt his Army 
and that of the King, who admir'd 
that Action, as the Maſterpiece of 
one of the greateſt Captains in the 
World. And without giving the King 
leifure to purſue him by Port de 
Arche, he prevented him in ſuch 
manner by his diligence, that in four 
days he was got into La Brie, by re- 
paſſing the Sezz- on a Brid2e of Boats, 
right over againſt Charextozzr, After 
which, having re-inforc?d Paris with 
fifteen hundred W:1-075, and taken 
the Town of Epernay, where he 
paſsd the Marze, he re-conduQted his 
Forces into the Low-Conntries, ha- 
ving 
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Amr. 1552. vying acquir'd immortal Glory , by 


performing his Deſigns at two ſeveral 
times, againſt a great King, without 
hazarding his Army, and forcing 
him to raiſe his Sieges from before 
two the greateſt Cities in the King 
dom, Paris and Roen. 

Now, as it often happens, that e- 
vil is the unexpetted occaſion of 
good,ſo the Siege of Roiv-z,which ſuc- 
ceeded not happily to the King, pro- 
duc'd a Negotiation, which diſpos'd 
all things A well, in order to his 
Converſion, that it may be ſaid to 
have ſow'd the Seeds, which not 
long afterwards produc'd ſo excellent 
a Fruit. The Duke of Mayenze mor:- 
tally hated the Spaxiards, who had 
openly declar'd, they wou'd not ſuc- 
cour him, in caſe he did not oblige 
himſelf, to a& in ſuch manner, that 
the States ſhow'd eleCt the I[nfanta, 
with that Perſon, who {hou'd be gi- 
ven her for Husband ; of which he 
had been confrain'd to give them 
Hopes,though he had reſolv'd before- 
hand to do nothing 1n it. He had 
likewiſe joyn'd with the Politicks, 
who were now the ſtrongeſt in Pa- 
ris 
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ris, againſt the ſhatter'd remnants of 4m; 1593- 


the Fattion of Sixteen : Thoſe Poli- 
ticks had alſo admitted him to be 
their Head, but on condition that a 
Treaty {hou'd be ſet on foot with the 
King, provided he made himſelf a Ca- 
tholik ; to which te:ms, the Duke, 
who plainly ſaw that he cou'd no lon- 
ger pretend to the Crown, had at 
length ſubmitted. 

On the other {ide, the King found 
himſelf very uneaſfie, and much per- 
plext, betwixt the -Hugonots and Ca- 
tholicks of his Party ; for the firſt 
perpetually apprehending that he 
wou'd eſcape out of their Poſſeſſion, 
kept cloſe about him, and growing 
more and more jealous of his Carrt- 
age, were thinking to chooſe them- 
ſelves another Prote&tor. And the 
greateſt part of the Catholicks, ſome 
of them really deſpighted, and 0- 
thers ſeemingly, that he delay'd too 
long to be infirufted in the Catholick 
Religion, and conſequently conver- 
ted to it, form'd amongſt themſelves 
a new Union, which they call'd b 
the Name of the third Party,of whic 
the young Cardinal of Bowbon was 
declar'd 
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Am. 1592. declar'd Head ; who expeCted, that 


if the King ſhou'd continue obſtinate 
in his Hereſie, thoſe who had hither- 
to follow'd him only in hopes of his 
Converſion, wou'd in concluſion a- 
bandon his Party, and place him on 
the Throne. And truly it might 
reaſonably be feard, that the Duke 
of Mayeane, who was ſtrongly foli- 
cited to have joyn'd that Party with 
his own, in order to elett a King of 
the Royal Houſe, wou'd at length 
have conſented to that Propoſition, 
rather than endure the Spaniards 
ſhou'd ele& that Perſon who was to 
eſpouſe their Infants, even though 
he were a Prince of his own Fa- 
mily. 

Things being thus favourably diſ- 
pos'd on both ſides, towards the con- 
cluſion of a Peace, the Sieurs 4s 
Plefſis Mornay, and de Villeroy, were 
choſen to labour in this Treaty, which 
was to be kept exceeding private. 
In the beginning of it, there was 
ſtarted a great preliminary Difficul- 
ty, which was of neceſſity to be ſur- 
mounted before any thing cou'd be 
propos'd, touching the oy 

an 
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and Articles of the Treaty it ſelf. For 4m:21594- 


Villeroy was reſolv*d not to enter upon 
it, till in the firſt place, the King 
gave afſurance, that he wou'd em- 
brace the Catholick Faith, immedi- 
ately after he had been inſtructed in 
it : and 4» Pl://is remonſtrated on the 
other (ide, that this Propoſal ſhock'd 
both his Honour and his Conſcience, 
becauſe in caſe he held not both Re- 
ligions to be indifferent to him, and 
by chat means wou d paſs for an A- 
theiſt, he ought not to be oblig'd, 
to make choiſe of one in particular, 
before his Doubts were remov'd, and 
his Conſcience fatis'y'd that it was 
the true Religion. But 1n concluſ1- 
on, a temperament was found, which 
was, that the King, without oftend- 
ing either his Honour or his Conſct- 
ence, (hou'd cauſe himſelf to be in- 
ſtructed within ſix Months , with a 
true deſire to be converted ; that, in 
the mean time, he {hou'd grant leave 
to the Catholick Princes and Lords 
of his Party, to ſend a Depuration 
to the Pope, to petition him, that 
he wou'd confirm by his Authority, 
this holy Reſolution; and that in 

Hit ©Xx- 
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Ann. 1592 expeCtation of its Accompliſhment, 


the treaty of Peace ſrou'd ſtil] pro- 
ceed ; which being once concluded, 
the King ſhou'd be acknowledg'd by 
the Princes of the Lea2ue. He con- 
ſented without making any difficul- 
ties, to theſe two preliminary Arti- 
cles, without which, there was no 
entring into the Negotiation. And 
with the ſame eaſe they came to an 
Agreement on the- Articles, which 
concern'd in general the Party ofthe 
League; but when they yroceeded 
to the particulaz Ihtereſts of the ſe- 
veral Confederate Lords, the Duke 
of Mayean? made ſuch high and ex- 
orbitant Demands for himſelf and 
them, as were maniteſt:y tending to 
the diſmembring of the State; fo 
that in concluſion, feeing he wou'd 
abate nothing of them, they were 
forc'd to break off the Conference, at- 
ter two Moneths that were ſpent in 
the Negotiation. 

[t procurd notwithſtanding, this 
good effeft, that the King continued 
fixt in the Reſolution which he had 
taken, to cauſe himſclf to be inſtruQ- 
ed 1n good earneſt, and to permit 
his 
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his Catholique Lords to ſend their 
Deputies to the Pope, who were the 
Cardinal de Gozdy, and the Marqueſs 
de Piſany. Ianoceat the Ninth, who 
had ſucceeded Gy-99ry the Fourteenth 
the year before, had, like him, de- 
clard openly in fayour of the League. 
He had alfo created Cardinal Phil:ppo 
$-24, Bilhop of Placentia, and made 
him his Legat in France ; whom Car- 
dinal Caj-2an, returning to Rome after 
the death of S;xt5 Quintes, had lefe 
at Paris in his place, there to_ be ſer- 
viceable to the League, as in cifeft he 
was to the utmoſt of his power. C/e- 


ment the Eighth , having ſucceeded | 


this Pope, who enjoy d not the Papa- 
cy above two months, at the begin- 
ning follow?d the ſteps of his two Pre- 
deceſſors, and ſuffering himſelf to be 
prepoſſeſs'd by the Spaniards, wou'd 
not ſo much as give Audience tothoſe 
Deputies ; yet their Deputation , as 
ſhall be manifeſt in due time, faiPd 
not to produce thoſe happy effects 
which were expected from i , and 
which were fatal to the League. 

In the mean time, the King always 


purſuing his point , went to retake 
I11 2 the 
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Am. 1592+ the Town of Eprynay, after the Mar- 


ſhal de Bir-z, who was ſet down be- 
fore it, and had begun to form the 
Siege, was ſlain by the ſhot of a Fal. 
conet, which took off his Head as he 
was going to obſerve the place. In 
purſuance therefore of his deſign, that 
he might make himſelf Maſter of all 
Brye, he beſieged and took in the 
fpace of three days the Town of Pro. 
wvins, Which is the Capital of that 
Country : After which he built a For- 
treſs in the Iſle of Copy, betwixt 
Meanux and Part, within four Leagues 
of that great City ; rhereby to hinder 
it from being any ways ſupp'ied by 
the Marze, which brings into it a 
great part of the Commodities of L: 
Brie and Champaion. 

On the other fide, the Duke of 
Mayenne, who having not ſtrength 
ſufficient to oppoſe this progreſs of 
the Kings ſucceſs, was unable to co 
any thing for the relicf of Paris, but 
only to take Cr-/þy in /alois, reſolv'd 
at laſt to imploy that formidab'e ma- 
chine againſt the King, with which 
he had ſo long been threatned ; | 
mean, the Aſſembly General of the 
States, 
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States, therein to proceed to the E- 4: 1592- 


le&ion of a new King, who ſhou'd be 
of the Catholick Religion ; of which 
all the Kings of Fazc-, as Eldelt Sons 
of the Church, have made a conſtant 
profeſſion (ince the time of Clovis the 
Great, who after his Baptiſm deſerv'd 
the glorious Surname of Moſt Chriſti- 
4s, Which he has tranſmitred with- 
out the leaſt interruption, to all his 
Succeſſors, during the ſpace of almoſt 
twelve hundred years, from him to 
King H-»ry the Third deceas'd. 

The Duke had ſolemnly oblig'd 
himſelf, more than once to call this 
Aſſembly, but he had always delay*d 
it with great Art, both for the Inte- 
reſt of the Starz, and for his own par- 
ticular concernment. For on the one 
ide, he always fear*d that the Spari- 
ar4s (who ſpar'd for nothing to gain 
the Deputies from him, partly by 
Bribes, and party by the preſence of 
a great Army, which they intended 
yet once again to ſend into France, 
under the Duke of Parma, to proteCt 
the States as they gave out) at length 
ſhou'd compaſs their deſign , which 
was, to procure their Ifanta to be 
Iii 3 EleQed : 
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Arp. 1392+ Elefted : And on the other , plainly 


foreſceing that he ſhoud not be. Ele- 
ed himſelf, becauſe he cou*d not mar- 
ry the Infanta ; he reſoly'd no other 
ſhou'd be choſen, that he might not 
loſe that Sovereign Authority, which 
he cou'd maintain no longer than till 
the States had made an EleQion of a 
new King. 

But after all, he cou'd no longer 
reſiſt the preſſing ſolicitations, which 
the great Cities of his Party , the 
Spaniards , the Pope himlelf and his 
Legat made him continually, puttin 
him in mind of the promiſe he had fo 
often given of calling that Aſſembly. 
And that which fix'd him art laſt in 
this determination , was, that the 
Duke of Parma, who was aſſembling 
his Forces tocnter Fraxce for the third 
time, dyed in the midſt of theſe con- 
{ul.ations, on the fifth of December : 
For he believd that the Spaniards, ha- 
ving now no General, who was any 
way comparable to the Gexizs of that 
great Man, wou'd leave him the com- 
mand of their Armies, or at leaſt, not 
being able tomake any great progrels, 
wou d be no longer lo —— to 

im, 
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him, which fell out accordingly. On 
which conſideration, he made no lon- 
ger ſcruple to aſſemble the Depuries, 
which already had been choſen in the 
Provinces and in the Towns, not 
doubting but ſince he had for him, 
beſides a great part of thoſe Depuries, 
the Parliament, the Town houſe, the 
greateſt part of the Colonels, and the 
Faftion of the Politiques ; that he 
ſhou'd be ab'e with eaſe, to break all 
the meaſures of the Spantards, and 
thoſe few Malecontents which were 
yet remaining of the Sixteen, whom 
he no longer regarded but as a fort of 
Rabble, whoſe impotent fury he con- 
temn'd. And it was for this very rea- 
ſon, that he at laſt reſolv'd the Aſſem- 
bly ſhou'd be held at Paris, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Artifices of the Spani- 
ards, who endeavourd that it ſhou'd 
be at Rheims, or at Soiſſons, where 
the Duke cou'd not ſecure to himſelt 
thoſe great advantages which he had 
at Paris, 

The Aſſembly then was appointed 
to be held in the Month of Jannary : 
And while the Deputies were coming 


to Paris, the. Duke of Mayeaze pub- 
Iii 4 liſh'd 
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ar. 1593 liſh'd an ample Declaration , bearing 


date the fifth of January, in which, 
after he had juſtify d rhe Arms of the 
League, by all the moſt plaulible rea- 
ſons he cou'd urge, and principal! 
by the great motive of Reli ion, whic 
at laſt muſt give place to Hereſie, if 
an Heretick King {hou'd be receivd; 
he invited all the Princes, Prelates, 
Lords, and Catho!ique Officers, who 
were of the oppoſite party, to meet 
the reſt of that Aflembly, that they 
might all co-operate without other 
con{ideration, than only the Glory of 
God and the publick good, in choice 
of thoſe means, which {hou'd be 
found moſt proper for the preſervati- 
on of R-ligion and the Stare ; making 
his pru:citation againſt ſuch who 
ſhou*'d refuſe ſo reaſonable a way , 
that tlicy were to Le eſteem'd the 
cauſe of all thoſe miſchiefs and mil- 
fortunes, which from that time for- 
ward ſhoud enſue. 

The Legat made his Dec'aration a- 
part, but in a much more odious man- 


. ner ; becauſe inſtead of containing 


himſelf within the general terms of 
the good of Religion and the State, 
as 
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asthe Duke of Mayezne had done, he 4m. 1593 


invited the Catholiques to meet in 
the States, for the EleCtion of a King, 
who ſhou'd be a Catholick in praQtice 
as well as in profeſſion, and who, by 
his power, was able to ſupport Relt- 
gion and the State : By which words 
he ſeem'd evidently to point out the 
King of Spain. 

It was not hard for the King to an- 
ſwer theſe two Declarations , with 
ſolid Arguments, and to make a like 
proteſtation againſt the Authors of 
them, by an EdiQ of the ſame Month. 
And in the mean while, the Deputies 
being aimoſt all arriv'd, they went 
in proceſſion to the Church of Noſtre- 
Dame, where having receiv'd the ho- 
ly Communion, they heard a Sermon, 
which was Preach'd to them by the 
famous Genebrard, to the great {can- 
dal of all true Frenchmen, and well- 
meaning peop!'e in that Congregati- 
on. 
This DoCftor was certainly one of 
the moſt able Men of the Age, but 
eſpecially in the knowledge of the ho- 
ly Scriptures, and the Hebrew Tongue, 
whereof he was the Kings Profeſſor 
at 
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Am. 1593- at Paris : But by that unhappy fatali- 


ty, or rather exceſs of immoderate 
Zeal, which drew almoſt all the Do- 
Qors of Paris inro the League , he 
embracd it ſo paſſionately, that he 
was always one of the moſt fiery, and 
headſtrong defenders of it ; which 
quality, joyn'd to his profound Learn- 
ing, was the cauſe that Gregory the 
Fourteenth , that great Protector of 
the League , gave him the Archbi- 
ſhoprick of 4x , after the death of 
Alexander Canizrany ; who dyed at 
Rome. 

Now, he being one of the princi- 
pal Deputies for the Order of the 
Clergy, and having acquird much 
Reputation and Authority by his rare 
knowledze, was defir'd to Preach this 
Sermon : In which, inſtead of ex- 
horting the Deputies according to 
Gods Word, that they ſhou'd have 
nothing before their eyes, 1n all their 
Debates and Conſultations, but only 
the preſervation of the State and of 
Religion, which is the ſtrongeſt ſup- 
port of it ; he inforc'd himſelf to 
prove by weak , ſophiſtical reaſons, 
that their Aſſembly had power to 


chanze 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


change and aboliſh the Sa/ique Law, 4m. 1553 


that 1s, the fundamental Law of the 
Realm, which has been always invio- 
lably obſerv*d, ſince the eſtabliſhment 
of the French Monarchy even to this 
day : As if the States, who have no 
other power than that of repreſenting 
by way of Petition , what they be- 
lieve to be neceſſary for the good and 
maintenance of the State, had the au- 
thority of deſtroying it, by ruining 
and undermining the foundations 
which ſupport it, and which preſerve 
it from falling into the hands of ſtran- 
gers, But the reaſon of this was, that 
the DoCtor , being a true Leaguer, 
and a falſe Frenchman, as one who 
was devoted to the ſervice of Kin 
Philip, like the Sixteen, in whoſe 
Fattion he was ingag'd, endeavour'd 
to incline the Minds of the Deputies, 
to diſpoſe of the Crown of France to 
the Infanta of Spain, according to the 
intentions of the Spaniards, who had 
given him inſtruCtions to Preach up 
this wicked and notorioully falſe max- 
im, for ſound DoCtrin and for Goſpel- 
Truth, 
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The Duke of Mayenne, who not- 
withſtanding that he was Head of the 
Leag we, had the Soul of a good French. 
man, and was one who lov'd his Coun- 
try , as the King himſelf acknow- 
ledg'd, had a much different proſpe& 
of things , and without concerning 
himſelf at this idle diſcourſe, becauſe 
he knew it was 1n his power to hin- 
der it from taking effect, open'd the 
States-General on the Twenty ſixth of 
January , in the Great Hall of the 
Lowure ; where all Ceremonies were 
PRERny obſervd in the ſame man- 
ner, as they are always praQisd in 
States which are lawfully Aſſembled. 
And all that pleaſant turn of Byr- 
leſgue, which is given to the deſcri- 
ption of it, by the ingenious Author 
of the Catholicon of Spaiz, is no other 
than pure invention of a great Wir, 
who under thoſe delightful Fiftions, 
hides many ſharp Truths, which juſt- 
ly decry the Party of the League. 

For indeed there was no other Pro- 
ceſſion, than that which was made 
by all the Deputies, when they went 
in a Body to perform their Devotions 


at Noſtre-Dame. As for that other 
of 
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of Monks, who were arm'd, over the 4m: 159-3 


different habits of their Orders, which 
is deſcrib'd ſo pleaſantly in the begin- 
ning of the Catholicon, and which 1s 
ſtill to be ſeen in ſeveral Prints, it 
means no more than the Muſter of 
thoſe Eccleſiaftiques and Religious, 
whom the Author of that Satyr has 
trarſported from the Siege of Paris, 
to thoſe States, diſguiſing his Fable 
\ into a Proceſſion, to make his Work 
more divertiling to the Reader. 

The Formalities there were aceord- 
ing to the uſual cuſtom, excepting 
only that the Duke of Mayenre, as 
Lieutenant-General of the State, and 
Crown of Fraxce, was ſeated under a 
Canopy of Cloth of Gold, which was 
never ſeen pradtis'd in former times. 
The three Orders took their places, 
after the uſual manner : That of the 
Clergy was very numerous : There 
was but a thin appearance of Lords 
and Gentlemen in that of the Nobleſs: 
But to add more luſtre to it, Monſieur 
de Mayenne , as if he were inveſted 
with Soveraign Power and Authority, 
took that Prerogative which belongs 
only tothe King ; which was, tocre- 
ate 
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Am. 1593- ate an Admiral, name!y, the Marqueſs 


de Villars ; and four Marſhals of France, 
the Si-urs de Chiſtre and de Rvisdan- 
phin, whoſe Families are well known 
to be ancient 3 /?/a-, a Gentl.man 
of Lorrain, Younger Brother of the 
Houſe of $4v/2zy, Lord of R-/,-- in 
the Dutchy of Br, and St. Pal, a 
Soldier of Fortune, who by his Valor 
and Military Skill, had acquir'd the 
Title of Nobleſs. 

Monſieur de Mayenne , after the 
death of the Duke of Gu//*, whoſe 
Creature this Captain was, had in- 
truſted him with the Government of 
Champaigne, where after having made 
himſelf Maſter of Rheims, Mczieres, 
and Vitry, he had the boldneſs to pol- 
ſeſs himſelf by force of the Dutchy of 
Rhetelois, and to hold it in quality of 
Duke, by virtue of the Donation 
which he ſaid he had from the Pope, 
as the King writ word to the Duke of 
Nevers from the Camp before Char- 
res : But at laſt his intolerable pride, 
accompanied with the Tyranny which 
heexercis'd in that Province, coſt him 
his Life by the hand of the young 
Duke of Gai/e, who laid him _—_ 

is 
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his feet by a thruſt of his Sword which ©7593: 


_ his heart ; becauſe rhat Prince 
aving civil:y requeſted him to with- 
draw the Soldiers out of Rheims, 
which he had plac'd there to aſſure 
himſe f of that City ; this pretended 
Marſhal, who wou'd in contempt of 
him be abſolute, had told him in a 
haughty manner, and laying his hand 
on his Sword, that he would not do 
It. 

To proceed, the Duke of Mayenne, 
as Lieutenant- General of the State, ha- 
ving thus created an Admural, and 
four Marſhals of Fraxce , thought 
what he had done wou'd be of great 
conſequence to the Aurhoriting theſe 
mock-States of Paris, and toconfirm 
his own power together with the e- 
ftabliſhment of his Party. But the 
Lord of Chanwallon, who had as much 
Wit as he had Courage, and who 
foreſaw the conſequences of that aQti- 
on, ſaid freely to him : Look well zo 
your ſelf, Sir, for by this new Creation, 
you have begotten ſo many Baſtards, 4s 
wit one day legitimate themſelves at your 
coſt and charoes. And this indeed was 
verified not long after, in the Perſons 


of 
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Am. 1593- of Villars, La Chaſtre, and B-:5sdauphin, 


who fotſook the Duke , and made 
their Treaty with the King, that they 
might be maintain'd by a lawful Au- 
thority, inthoſe high dignities which 
the King alone, to the excluſion of all 
others, can beſtow. And if the Ba- 
ron of Ro/ae, who was of Birth and 
Merit ſufficient to have been Marſhal, 
had been poſſeſs'd of Towns like the 
others, which he might have lurren- 
dred to the King after their example, 
he might have been legitimated as 
well as they; and then thoſe Cities 
had not been loſt, which the Spaxi- 
ards (to whom he weat over, after 
> refus'd by thz King) took 
under his conduCtt and by his valour, 
in the Province of Pcaray. 

Thus I have given an account of the 
Order of the Nobleſs in theſe States : 
As for the third Order , it was com- 
pos'd of a few conſiderable perſons, 
and of a great number of ſuch as were 
pack*d together, and who ſerv*d only 
to make a (how of a full Aſſembly, 
The Speeches which are to be ſeea in 
the Catholicon, as it made by Rapin, 
Morſiewr Gillot , Counſellor of the 
Court; 
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Court , Florent Chre/tien . and Mr. 
Pierre Pithou, are only invented for 
the pleaſure of the Reader. For there 
were ſpoken only four, according to 
the uſual cuſtom of other States - 
Monſi-ur de May:nne opend thele by a 
Speech of his own ; wherein to an- 
ſwer the expeQation of the Depuries, 
he declard, that this Aſſembly was 
on'y calPd, that therein they might 
proceed to the eleCtion of a Catholick 
King ; which notwithſtanding was 
far trom his intention, for his whole 
endeavours were to fruſtrate, that 
choice, as in effeQt he did. The Car- 
dinal of Pellev7?, who began very 
much to decline in his Parts , faid no- 
thing that was material in ſpeaking 
for the Order of the Clergy, which 
he repreſented : The Baron of Sexecey 
for the Nob'eſs, and the Sieaur de Lau- 
rence, Advocate General of the Par- 
liament of Prowence , for the third 
State, ſpoke incomparably better, each 
of them after his own manner; the 
laſt like a great Orator, and rhe for- 
mer like a prudent Gentleman. 

In the mean time, the King, who 


was unacquainted with the ſecret drift 
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An. 1553- of the Duke of Mayeazr's intentions, 


was very much in fear that in this 
Aſſembly they wou'd elett a King, 
who being own'd for ſuch by the 
Pope , the King of Spain, and the 
greateſt part of the Potentates of 
Chriſtendom, by all the Catholiques 
of the Leagze, and perhaps alſo by 
thoſe of the third Party , whom he 
ever ſulpeed, wou'd at leaſt prolong 
the War, and might poſſibly remain 
Conqueror. In oider to the preven. 
tion of ſo great an evil, he thought 
good that the Catholiques of his Par- 
ty ſhou'd ſend a Trumpet to the Aſ 
{embly with an Aurhentique Act, by 
which they gave them to underſtand, 
that ſince the Duke of 2M:y:ame had 
ſignified by his Declaration. that he 
had calPd that Aſſembly with intenti- 
on to find the means of preſerving Re- 
ligion and the State; they were moſt 
ready to ſend their Deputies, to con- 
fer with theirs at ſome place near Pa- 
7is, which ſhou'd be agree on by 
both Parties, to the end they might 
compals ſo great a bleting , which 
was the aim of their deſires; proteſt- 
ing that in caſe they refus'd this rea- 
ſonable 
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ſonable Propoſition , they ſhou'd be 4m: 1593- 


held guilty of all thoſe evils, which 
ſhou'd be produc by the continuation 
of fo bloody a War. 

*Tis a wonderful kind of blindneſs, 
which a ſtrong paſſion produces in 
a Mind that ſufters it ſelf to be prepol- 
ſelsd with it ; that how clear-lighted 
ſoever it be naturally, yet it ſees not 
thoſe things which are obvious to the 
moſt common capacities at the firſt 
glance. The Propolition was made 
in the plaineſt and moſt intelligible 
terms, without the leaſt ambiguity 
in their meaning, that there ſhou'd 
be a conference betwixt the Carho- 
liques of the two Parties, to conſider 
of the fafelt ways which cou'd be 
found for the preſervation of Religion 
and the State; yet the Cardinal Le- 
gat conſulting only the violent pation 
which he had to ſupport the Faction 
of the Sixteen againſt the King, and 
to exclude him from the Crown, 
cry'd out, that this Propoſition of the 
Catholique Royaliſts was contrary to 
the Law of God , who forbids any 
communication with Heretiques ; and 
the DoCftors, who were devoted to 
 L-ELA the 


878 The Hiſtory of the League. 


Ann. 1593- the League, to whom that meſſage 
was ſent to be examin'd , declard it 
to be ſchiſmatical and Heretical. But 
the Duke of Mayenne, who had ano- 
ther proſpe&t of things than the 
Leaguers and Spaniards, and who was 
reſolv'd to hinder the election of a 
King, manag'd that affair fo dexte- 
rouſly , that it was concluded in the 
States, that the conference ſhou'd be 
accepted , betwixt thoſe only who 
were Catholiques of the two Parties, 
in the ſame manner as it was propos'd, 
Notwithſtanding which , it was not 
held till ewo months after, at the end 
of April, in the Burrough of Surexze, 
becauſe the Duke of May-»ne, who 
defir'd only to gain time for the com- 
paſſing his ends, was gone, before he 
return'd his anſwer, to meet the Sr 
niſh Army, which was commanded 
by Count Charl-s of Mincficld. That 
Duke was of opinimn, that with their 
aſſiſtance he might take all the places 
on the Seize, both above and below, 
whichinconvenienc'd Par/s.But theAr- 
my being ſo very weak, that with his 
own Forces which were added ro it, 


there were not in all above 10000 
Men; 
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Men ; all that he cou'd do was only 4m. 1593- 


to take Noyon, which employed his 
time ; afrer which, it was ſo much 
diminiſh'd by the protraQtion of that 
Siege which had coſt ſo much blood, 
that the Count was forc'd to return 
to Flanders. 

As for the Conference, though it 
was made with much more prepara- 
tion and magnificence than all the 
former, it had yet the ſame delſtin 
attending it, becauſe the two Heads 
of the Deputation on either ſide, Re- 
44d de Beaun-, Archbiſhop of Bourges, 
for the Royaliſts, and Peter a* Efpinac, 
Archbiſhop of Ly-»s, for the League, 
two of the moſt dextrous and eloquent 
men of that Age, were both of them 
ſomewhat too well conceited of their 
own parts, and maintain'd their opi- 
nions with too much wit and too 
great vehemence , to come to an a- 
greement in their diſputations againſt 
each other. The Archbiſhop of Bour- 


ves, in the three Speeches which he 


made for the eſtabliſhment of his Pro- 
poſition, and for the confirmation of 
it, by refuting thoſe anſwers which 
were made him, omitted no force of 
Kkk 3 Argu- 


$880 


The Hiſtory of the League. 
Arguments , which cou'd be drawn 
from Reaſon, to induce thoſe of the 
Leaguetoa belicf of rheſe three points, 
which he maintain'd conſtantly, and 
with great vigour, to the end, as 
Truths indubitable. 

The Firſt was, © That there 1s an 
© indiſpenſable obligation of Acknow- 
*ledging and Honouring as King, Him 
*to whom the Crown belongs, by the 
©:inviolable right of Lawful Succefſ- 
©on, without regard' to the Religion 
© he profeſles, or to his way of Life. 
* And this he prov'd firit by the Telti- 
* monies of Jeſus Chriſt and his Apo- 
©ſtles, who command us to honour 
*Kings and Higher Powers, and to 
*pay them that obedience which is 
*due to them , even though they 
*ſhou'd be Unbelievers and wicked 
*men ; declaring that every man 
* ought to ſubmit himſelf to the pow- 
*ers which are ordain'd by God, and 
*that to do otherwiſe is to reſiſt his 
*W1ll, and trouble the order and tran- 
*quillity of the Publick. Secondly, 
* By examples drawn from the Old Te- 
*{tament, where we ſee that Zet-b14h 
* was ſharply reprehended and puniſhd 
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* by God, for having revolted againſt Am. 1593. 


{the King of the Chaldeaxs ; that the 
© People of 1/rae/ obey'd Nebuchadnes- 
© z4r 1n the Babyloni(h Captivity by the 
©Command of God ; and that the 
Prophets A4h1j1h and Elijah , were 
*content to reprove thole Kings, who 
f believd not in God, as Jeroboam and 
* Ahab, without ever revolting againſt 
'them. Thirdly, By the Example of 
{the Chriſtians in all Ages, who had 
' ſuffer”d peaceably the dominion of 
*[dolatrous Emperors, Tyrants, and 
© Perſecutors of the Church ; and had 
"not refus'd to acknowledge for their 
* Soveraigns, thoſe Emperors who had 
(fallen into Herefie, ſuch as Conſtan- 
tins, Valens, Jeno, Anaſtaſins, H - 
*racliczs, Conſtantine the Fourth, and 
*the Fifth, L-othe Third and Fourth, 
* Theophilus , and the Gothique Kings 
*1n /taly, the /anda's in Africa, and 
*the //:firoths in Spain, and 1n Gazl, 
' though they were all of them Ar/- 
C1058, 

* From thence paſſing to the ſecond 
*point, he added, That by a more 
* convincing reaſon, they were bound 
*to obey the preſent King, who by 
K kk 4 * Gods 
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4m. 1593- © Gods Grace was neither Pagan nor 
E 4rian, nor a Perſecutor of the 
*Church and of Carholiques, whom 
© he proreQted an1 maintain'd in all 
their Rights ; who believ'd with 
*them in the ſame God, the ſame Je- 
* ſus Chriſt, and the ſame Creed : And 
*though he was divided from them 
* by ſome errors, which he had ſuckd 
Gin, as we may fay, with his milk, 
*and which he had never renounc'd 
© but by a forc'd converſion with the 
* Dagger at his Throat ; yet this not- 
* withſtanding 1t cou'd not be faid, 
*that he was confirm'd in them with 
* that obſtinacy which conſtitutes He- 
* rcfie, ſince he was wholly reſolvd 
*to forſake them as ſoon as he ſhuu'd 
©he inſtructed in the truth ; which 
* cccalion'd him with all modeſty to 
* maintain, that he ought not to pals 
*with them for an Heretique. That 
*for the reſt, by Gods bleſſing there 
* was great probabilicy of hope, that 
*he wou'd ſuddenly be converted ; 
*that he was already altogether 1n- 
*clind to it, as appear'd by the per- 
* miſſivn which he had given to the 
*Catholique Princes and _— . 
*1cn 
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© ſend at his proper coſts and charges, 4m. 


*the Marqueſs of P:/a»y to our Holy 
Father, and to make this preſent 
Conference with them : That he had 
&even uncover'd his Head with great 
Freſpe&, in beholding a Proceſſion at 
*Mante, which paſsd by his Wan. 
© dows; that not long before this time, 
© he had ſolemnly renew'd the promiſe 
Ewhich he had made, to cauſe him- 
*{elf to be inſtructed , and that he 
*wou'd infallibly accompliſh it with 
©the ſooneſt. 

And upon this, to acquit himſelf 
of what he had proposd in the third 
place, he ſet himſelf to adjure them, 
with the ſtrongeſt reaſons, and the 
moſt tender expreſſions he cou'd 
uſe, that they wou'd joyn themſelves 
with the Kings Party, for the accom- 
pliſhment of ſo good a work, and bear 
their part in that Inſtruftion, and con- 
ſequently Converkon of ſo great a 
King ; who receiving at their hands 
that duty to which they were oblig'd, 
wou'd aſſuredly give them the fatis- 
faction which they wiſh'd, and which 
he was not in a capacity of givin 
them, at a time when they demand- 


ws 


883 


I $93» 


884 The Hiſtory of the League. 


$393 ing it with Arms in their hands, it 
wou'd have appear'd that he had done 
it only on compullion. 

On the other ſide, the Archbiſhop 
of Ly:2s, who was not endu'd with 
leſs Eloquence and Knowledge than 
the Archbiſhopof Bovrees, anfwering 
in order to thoſe three points which 
were propos'd by that Prelate ; ſaid, 
in the name of all his Colleagues, 
©That they acknowledgd they ought 
*to own for King , Soveraign Lord, 
*and Head of the Frexch Monarchy, 
* Him to whom the Kingdom belong d 
*by a lawful Succeſſion : But ſince Re- 
*ligion ought to be preterr'd before 
*Fleſh and Blood , this Monarch of 
*necefſity muſt be a Moſt Chriſtian 
*King, both in name and reality ; and 
*that according to all Laws both Dt- 
*vine and Humane, it was not permit- 
*ted them to give obedience to an He- 
*retique King, in a Kingdom ſubjett- 
*ed to Jclus Chriſt, by receiving and 
*profeſiing the Catholique Religion. 
*Thar God 1in the Old Teſtament had 
* forbidden a King to be ſet up, who 
*was not of the number of the Bre- 
*thren, that is to ſay, of the ſame Re- 

*1Iigion, 
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{ljgion, which conſtitutes a true Bro- Ann. 1593. 


herhood : That in proſecution of 
{this order, the Prieſts and Sacrihcers 
of 1/r4c{ had withdrawn themſelves 
(from the obedience of King Jerobo- 
©,m, as ſoon as he had renounc'd the 
{worſhip of the true God. That the 
fTowns of —— and Libaah, which 
bwere the portion of the Levites, wO 
© were the beſt inſtruQted in the LaW 
'of God, had forſaken Forum, King ®, 
*7udah, for the ſame reaſon : Th 
* Amaziah and Queen Athaliah , ha- 
'ving abandon'd the Religion of their 
'Forefathers, had been deposd by the 
*general conſent of all the Orders of 
'the Kingdom ; and that the Maccha- - 
bees were renown'd and praisd 
"through all the World, as the laſt 
Heroes of the ancient Law, becauſe 
'they had taken Arms againſt Amntio- 
*chws their Soveraign Prince , for the 
*defence of their Religion. 

That the people of the Jems did 
*indeed obey the King of the Chalde- 
* ans, but they had bound themſelves 
*by Oath ſo to do, according to the 
'exprels command which God had gi- 
*ven them by his Prophets, for pu- 

*niſhment 
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<uniſhment of their abominations? 
© for which reaſon he ſubjected them 
*to the dominion of an Infidel : But 
*as for themſelves, they were fo far 
from having entred into ſuch an en- 
*oagement, that they had made one, 
*by the Authority of his Holineſs, 
*quite to the contrary , that they 
©wou'd never acknowledge an Here- 
*tique for their King. And as for the 
© Chriſtians, who threw not off their 
© obedience to their Emperors and 
*Kings who were Heretiques , *tis 
«moſt certain that they obey'd onl 
out of pure neceſſity , and becauſe 
fthey wanted power; but that their 
© Hearts and AﬀeCtions had no part in 
*it : Witneſs the harſhneſs with which 
*the Holy Fathers have treated them 
*1n their Wririn2s ; where they call 
"them Wolves, Dogs, Serpents, Ty- 
*gers, Dragons, Lyons , and Anti- 
*chriſts, in conformity to the Golpel, 
* which wills, that he who is revolted 
*from the Church, ſhould be held 
*and treated like a Pagan ; fo far it is 
©from authoriſing us to bold him for 
*aKing, much leſs a Moſt Chriſtian 
"King. For what remains , —_ 
"the 
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*the Imperial Laws , which declare 
© Heretiques to be unworthy of any 
*kind of honour, dignity, or publick 
© office, much more of Royalty : The 
Fundamental Law of the Frexch Mo- 
*narchy is moſt expreſs in this parci- 
*cular, by the Oath which the Moſt 
*Chriſtian Kings take at their Coro- 
*nation , to maintain the Catholique 
*Religion, aid to exterminate all He- 
'refies ; in conſideration of which, 
*rhey receive the Oath of Allegiance 
*from their Subje&ts ; and thar the 
"laſt States had decreed, with the ge- 
*neral applauſe of al! good Frenchmen, 
'that they wou'd never depart from 
'that Law, which was accepted and 
*{worn to ſolemnly, as a fundamen- 
*tal of the State. 

*In fine, to cloſe up all which he 
*had to fay, in relation to this firſt 
*point, he added, That without this, 
*1t was impoſſible to preſerve Religt- 
*on in France, becauſe an Heretique 
*Prince wou'd not be wanting to eſta- 
*bliſh Hereſie in his States ; as well by 
* his example which would be leading 
*to his SubjeQts, as by his authority 
*which 
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© which cou*'dnot long be reliſted : As 
©*it was too manifeſt 1n the Kingdom 
*of fach which Teroboam turn'd to 
©[dolatry ; and as it has fince been 
ſeen in Dexmark, Sweden, the Prote- 
* ſtant States of Ger-7any, and in Exz- 
©/and ; where the people following 
*the example of their Princes, and 
© bending under their authority, have 
* fufter'd themſelves to be unhappily 
*drawn into that Abyſs of Hereſies, 
*1n which they are plung'd at this ve- 
*ry day. 

And thereupon, paſſing to the 0. 
ther points of the Archbiſhop of Boyr- 
ges his Speech, he ſaid in few words, 
©That it cou'd not be doubred but the 
*King of Navarre was an obſtinate 
* Heretique, and no way inclin'd tobe 
*converted, ſince for ſo long a time 
© he had continued to maintain Errors 
*condemn'd for Herefies by General 
© Councils, and thar he ſtill favourd 
*the Huoucnvts more than ever, and 
*eſpecially his Preachers ; that he had 
* been often invited. bur ſtill in vain, 
*to reconcile himle!t ro the Church; 
tafter which it wou'd be loſt labour 
*for them to exhort him, A - 
*aiter 
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{thought to be ; that theretore they 
*woud never endeavour it, and that 
(they had all ſworn, not only not to 
*acknowledge him, but allo to have 
©no manner of commerce with him, 
{ſo long as he ſhoud remain an Here- 
*t1que. 

Now when the Archbiſhop of 
Bourges , who was pre-acquainted 
with the Kings ſecret purpole, ſaw, 
that after a ſtrong reply which he had 
made to that noiſy Harangue, they 
ſtill held faſt ro that one point, from 
which it was impoſſible to remove 
them; he was of opinion , that by 
yielding it ro them , the buſineſs 
wou'd ſoon come to an happy conclu- 
ſion. For which reaſon, having de- 
manded time to conli:lt thereupon, 
the Princes and Lords by whom they 
were deputed, as ſoon as he had re- 
ceiv'd the anſwer, which he knew 
before hand they word make, he 
told the Deputies of the Leazme, at 
the ſeventh Seſſion, which was the 
ſeventecnth of #/ay, That God had 
at the laſt heard their prayers and 
vows, and that they ſhou'd have what- 
loever 
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of Religion and the State, by the con- 
verſion of the King, which they had 
been encourag'd to hope, and which 
at preſent was aſſurd to them ; ſince 
the King, who was reſolv'd to abjure 
his Hereſie, had already afſembled the 
Prelates and the Doctors, from whom 
he wou'd receive the inſtruction, 
which ought to precede that great a- 
Ction, which all good Catholiques of 
both Parties had ſo ardently delir'd , 
for the reunition of themſelves in a 
laſting peace. And to the end that 
it might be to the ſatisfaGtion of eve- 
ry man in particular, they mizht 
treat with them concerning the ſecu- 
rities and other conditions, which 
they ſhou'd demand for their intereſts: 
Affuring them, that in order to re- 
move all occaſion of diſtruſt, nothing 
{hou'd be done on their (ide, till the 
King had dcclar'd himſelf effeftually 
to be a Catholique. 

This Propoſition which the Depu- 
ties of the Union little expeQed, and 
which ruin'd all the pretenſjons of 
their Heads, diſorder'd them ſo much, 
that after they had conſulted _ 
tnem- 
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themſelves for an Anſwer, not being 4m: 1553: 


able to conclude on any, they thought 
themſelves bound to report it to the 
Aſembly of the Eſtates at Pars. And 
then it was clearly to be ſeen, that 
the Heads of the Party, who thought 
on nothing but how to fatisfie each 
man his Ambition, under the ſpecious 
pretence of great Zeal for the Catho- 
lick Faith , were much more atraid 
than deſirous of the King's Converſion. 
Though it had been made evident to 
them , by invincible Reaſons, ſup- 
ported by the Authority of the moſt 
learned Doctors , that Ablolution 
might be given to the King in Fraxce, 
without recourſe to Ryme, eſpecially 
lince it wou'd be given only ad Caxte- 
lam, and that afterwards they wou'd 
ſend to the Pope for his Confirmation 
of it ; they return'd this Anſwer by 
the Archbiſhop of Lyoxs, That they 
waently d:fird the Converſion of the 
Ring of Navarre, but that they cou'd 
nt believe it ſincere, till his Holineſs, to 
whoſe Tudo ment thry ſubmitted them- 
ſelves, and who alone had the power of 
abſolving him, had reconciÞd him to the 
Ch:rch : before which time it was not 

L1II per- 
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ty of Peace, or to take any Securities, 
becauſe that wou'd be to prevent the 
Judgment of the Pope, and to treat at 
leaſt indireAly with him , who was 
yet out of the Pale of the Church, 
which wou'd be diretly againſt the 
Oath which they had taken. And 
thereupon » the Duke of Mayennt, 
who only ſought the means of retain- 
ing as long as poſſibly he cou'd, that 
almoſt ſoveraign Authority which he 
had uſurp'd, together with the great- 
eſt part of the Princes and Lords of 
his Party, took a new Oath, betwixt 
the- Hands of the Legat, that they 
wou'd never acknowledge the King of 
Navarre, even though he ſhou'd turn 
Catholick, unleſs by the Command- 
ment of the Pope. Thus remaining al- 
ways fix*d in that Reſolution, which 
abſolutely hindred any farther pro- 
greſs in the Conference, after ſeven 
or eight Seſſions held at Surenne, and 
two more at Roqguerte, an Houſe be- 
longing to the Chancelior de Chiveray, 
without St. Anthonics Gate, and at La 
Villette, betwixt Paris and St. Denis, 
they concluded on nothing that ve 
tend- 
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piards (till imploy'd all their Cunning 
and their Friends, in the Eſtates, to 
perpetuate the War by the election of 
a King, 

For even before the Conference of 
Surenne was begun, the Duke of Fe- 
ris, Ambaſſador Extraordinary from 
the King of Spa/z to the General E- 
Rates at Paris, accompanied by Dox 
Bernardin Mendoza, Ambaſſador in 
Ordinary, Do» Dice d Ibarra, and 
John Baptiſta Taſ/is, preſented in a 
full Aſſembly, (where he was receiv'd 
with great Honour ) his Maſters Let- 
ters, in which he exhorted them to 
proceed without delay to the election 
of a Catholick King. "Twas that 1in- 
deed, which King Ph/:;p infinitely de- 
lird, as well thereby to continue the 
Enmity betwixt the two Parties, 
which doubtleſs wou'd have been ef- 
tected by the choice of a new King, 
as to procure the Crown for his 
Daughter the Infants, as he had ex- 
plain'd himſelf more than once alrea- 
dy. In effe&, thoſe Spraiards were 
not wanting ſome time after, to pro- 
pole her pretended Right of Proximi- 

L11 2 ty, 
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of King Hezry the Second. But ſee- 
ing afterwards, that they were bent 
upona King, they renewd the Propo- 
{al of marrying her to the Archduke 
Erneſtus ; till at laſt perceiving, that 
both theſe Propoſitions were ill re- 
liſhd , even by their moſt zealous 
Partiſans, who adher'd to all the reſt, 
inthe election of a King who ſhou'd 
be.a Frenchman, and to whom the 
King of Spa/z might give his Daugh- 
ter in Marriage ; they made a new 
Overture, after they had taken time 
to deliberate on an Afﬀair of that im- 
portance , and ſaid, That the King 
their Maſter,that he might give them 
full ſatisfation , was ready to agree 
on the Marriage of the [»fanta, with 
ſome French Prince, whom he wou'd 
nominate, therein comprehending the 
Family of Lorr1iz, ſince it was but rea- 
{onable that himſelf ſhou'd have the 
choice of the Perſon whom he inten- 
ded for his Son in-law : but that it 
was allo neceſſary that the Eſtates 
ſhou'd ele&tthem, and ſhou'd declare 
both of them King and Queen of 
France, tor the whole and every pitt 
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whole Forces ' of his Kingdoms to 
maintain them 1n it. 

As almoſt all the Deputies were de- 
firons of nothing more than to eleCt a 
new King who ſhoud be a Frenchman, 
this Propoſition which ſeem'd very 
advantagious, was receiv'd by them 
with ſo great Applauſe, that the Duke 
of May-ane, who was newly return'd 
to the Eſtates, there to fruſtrate the 
Deſigns of the Sp2niards , duriſt nor 
undertake to oppole it direCtly,though 
he was ſtrongly refolv'd to hinder it 
from taking effe&, by all the ways in 
his power, becauſe the EleCtion cou'd 
not poſſibly fall on him. 

And while he was plorting the 
means in order to it, that part of the 
Parliament of Peers, which was at 
Paris for the L-aone, having ſtill re- 
taind , notwithſtanding the diviſion 
of their Members , thoſe generous 
Thoughts and inviolable Maximes, 
which they have always made appear, 
on all occaſions, and in whatſocver 
condition they were, to maintain the 
tundamental Laws and Prerogatives 
of the Fren:h Monarchy , furniſhd 
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that Court, being inform'd that the 
Propoſition of the Spaniards ſeem'd to 
be approv'd by the Ettates , on the 
18:h, day of June, made this memora. 
b'e Decree, which contains in ſub- 
ftance, That not having, as indeed 
they BEVETY had, any other tat ention,than 
the maiztenance of the Catholick, Apoſts- 
lick, and Roman Relioion in France, 
wader the Proteition of a Moſt Chriſtian 
King, who ſhou'd be both Catholick an4 
French , they have ordain'd , and a 
hereby ordain, that it ſhall be this day 
remonſtrated to Monſieur de Mayenne, 
L ieutenant-General of the State and 
Crown of France, ix the pref. nce of the 
Princes and Officers of the Crown, beinz 
now at Paris, that no [ reaty ſhall be made 
for the transferring of the Crown int) the 
Hands of foreion Princes or Princeſſes, 
and that he ſnou'd imploy the A ithmity 
committed to him, to hinder th: Crown 
from betng transferr'd into a foreign 
Hand, againſi the Laws of the Realm, 
under the pretence of Religion ; and that 
the ſaid Court , has from this preſent 
time declar'd, and does hereby declare, 

{ thoſe Treaties which are mad:, ani 
which 
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which ſhall be h-reafter made , for the 4m; 1593 


eſtabliſhment of any foreign Prince or 
Princeſs, to be null, and of no effect and 
value, as made in prejudice to the Sa- 
lique Law, and other fundamental Laws 
of th: Realm of France. 

The Duke of Marenze ſeem'd to be 
very much incens'd , that they had 
made this Ordinance without his Par- 
ticipation ; and vehemently upbraided 
Monſieur, the firlt Preſident Jean /e 
Maiftre, whom he had conſtituted in 
that Office : who not being acquaint- 
ed with his ſecret intentions, anſwer'd 
him with that Gravity and Reſoluti- 
on, which is becoming the Head of fo 
venerable a Company, when he per- 
forms his Duty. Burt in reality that 
dextrous Prince was glad of ſuch an 
occalion, becauſe he well hop'd, this 
Ordinance wou'd at leaſt put a block 
in the Sp4iard's way. But he found 
the contrary ; for when they ſaw by 
this Decree, and by the taking of 
Dreax, (which the King had belieg'd, 
and afcer carried by force, during theſe 
Agitations) that if they made.not 
haſte in theireleCtion of a King, 'twas 
very probable that it wou'd be out of 
LII 4 their 


898 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Am. 1553- their power to elect one afterwards, 


they us'd their utmoſt Endeavours to 
have one choſen, in the ſame manner 
as they had firſt propos'd it. To put 
by this Blow, the Duke of Mayer, 
who beliey*d the Spaniards had been 
impowr*d only with general Inſtru- 
Etions, and not to name him whom 
they judg'd moſt proper for their Inte- 
reſts, told them , that of neceſſity 
they were to expect a more particular 
Order trom their Maſter, wherein he 
ſhou'd declare the individual Perſon, 
whom he chole for his Son in law. 
But he was much fſurpriz'd, when 
they, who in all appearance had ma- 
ny Blanks, which were ready fignd, 
and which they coud fill up with any 
Name to ſerve their occaſions, ſhow'd 
him before the Cardinal Lezat.and the 
principal Members of the Aſſembly, 
at a meeting in his Houſe, that they 
were impowr'd, in due form, toname 
the Duke of Gui/e : ver he ſtrove in 
the beſt manner he cou'd to conceal 
his inward Trouble and Anxiety for 
this Nomination, which his Wite the 
Dutcheſs was not able to endure, but 
counſle:I'd him rather to make a Peace 
wilt 
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with the King, than to be ſo mean- 4m: 1593. 


ſpirited as to acknowledge that raw 
young Creature ( for ſo, by way of 
contempt, {he call'd her Nephew ) 
for his King and Maſter. But the 
Duke of M-zyenne, who at that time 
cou'd not bear any Maſter whomſo- 
ever , took another courſe, and re- 
quir'd eight days time to give in wri- 
ting his Demands, for his own indem- 
nifying, which the Spaniards allow'd 
him as fully as he cou'd deſire. And 
in the mean time, he knew ſo well to 
managethe Minds of the greateſt part 
of the Depuries, the Lords and Prin- 
ces, and even of the Duke of Guiſe 
himſelf, by making them comprehend 
how unſeaſonable it was to create a 
King, before they had Forces ſuffici- 
ent to ſ1pport him againſt a powerful 
and victorious Prince ; that in ſpight 
of a'l thoſe who were of the Spaniſb 
Intereſt, rhe Miniſters of Spain were 
anſwer'd, that the Eſtates were re- 
ſolv'd to proceed no farther in their 
EleQtion, till they had receiv'd thoſe 
great Supplies which had been pro- 
mis'd them by the King their Maſter. 
Ia this manner the EleQtion was de- 
ferr'd 
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Mayenune ; which Dr. Mauclere , a 

reat Leaguer, moſt bitterly bewail'd, 
in a Letter which he wrote from P4- 
ris, to Dr. de Creil, another ſtiff Lea- 
guer then reſiding at Rome, to ma- 
nage the Intereſts of that Party ; and 
therein diſcov'rd the whole Secret, 
which in effe&t overthrew all the Ca- 
bals of the Spaniards, and the Leape, 
and utterly deſtroy'd their whole Fa- 
brick. For many things afterwards 
happend, which broke off all ſpeech 
of an'EleCQtion ; of which the firſt and 
moſt principal, was the Converſion 
of the King, which is next in order to 
be related. 


Above 9 years were already paſt, 
fince he, though Head of the Hyzo- 
nots, had been endeavouring the 
means of reuniting himſelf, together 
with his whole Party, to the Catho- 
lick Church. For, in the year 1584. 
a little before the Aſſociated Princes 
of the League had taken Arms, the 
late King, having ſent Monſieur de 
Belliewre to Pamiers, to declare to him, 
that he wou'd have the Maſs re eſta- 
bliſh'd 
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bliſh'd in the County of Foix, and in 4%: 1593- 


all the other Countreys which he held 
under the Soveraignty of the Crown 
of France, he caus'd one of the Mini- 
ſters of his Family, who was alread 
well inclin'd, to found the Diſpaſit1- 
ons of the other Miniſters of that 
Countrey, and to try if there were 
any hope, that they would uſe their 
Endeavours uprightly and ſincerely, 
to find the means of making a general 
Reunion with the Catholick Church. 
They gave up, without any great 
difficulty, all the Points in Controver- 
lie, excepting one which they laid to 
heart ; namely , their Intereſt , de- 
manding ſuch vaſt proportions of 
Maintenance, as he was not then ina 
condition to give them, ſaying with 
great ſimplicity theſe very words : 
That the y worn d not v0 4 begging for their 
Living, ( or live upon charity ) like ſo 
many poor Scholays. 

Many of his Counſel, and amongſt 
others the Sienr de Segur, one of thoſe 
in whom he moit confided, were of 
opinion, nevertheleſs, that he ſhou*d 
not give over that Undertaking ; and 
that he ſhou'd endeavour to bring it 
about 


go2 The Hiſtory of the League. 


we —_ quietly,and without any buſtle, 

y gaining the leading men of his 
Party. And he was fo well inclind to 
do it, that he cou'd not curb himſelf 
from proteſting frequently, after his 
coming to the Crown, and particular- 
ly after the Battel of Tory, that he 
wiſhd with all his heart, they were 
reunited with that Church from 
which they had ſeparated, and that 
he ſhou'd believe, that he had done 
more than any of his Predeceſlors, if 
God wou'd one day enable him to 
make that Reunion which was ſo ne- 
ceſſary, that he might live to ſee 
all Frenchmen, united under the ſame 
Faith, as well as under the ſame King. 
But there 15 great probability for us 
to hope, that God had reſerv*d that 
Glory for King Lows the Great his 
Grandſon, whoſe unbloody ViQtories, 
which he daily obtains, in full Peace, 
over Herelie, by his prudent manage- 
ment and his Zeal, which have found 
the means of reducing the. Proteſtants 
in crowds, and without violence, 1n- 
tothe Church, may under his Reign, 
ſhow us the final accompliſhment of 
that great Work, which his Grandfa- 
ther ſo ardently deſird. It 
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being then only King of Nawarre, at 
the time when he projefed that Re- 
union, of whichT have ſpoken, ſaid 
one day in private to one of the Mini- 
ſters, That he coud ſee no manner of de- 
votion in his Religion, which all conſiſt- 
ed in hearing a Sermon deliver'd in good 
French, and that he had always an opini- 
on, that the Body of our Lord is inthe 
holy Sacrament ; for otherwiſe the Com- 
munion was but an exterior Ceremony, 
which had nothing real and eſſential in it. 
Tis in this place, that I cannot hinder 
my ſelf from rendring Juſtice to the 
merit of one of the gone Men, 
whom any of our Kings have imploy'd 
in their moſt important Negotiations, 
and who moſt contributed to the in- 
fuſing theſe good Inclinations into the 
King of Navarre ; namely, Francis de 
Noailles, Biſhop of Acq's, who has 
gaind an immortal Reputation , by 
thoſe great Services which he per- 
form'd for France, during 35 years, 
under four of our Kings , in fifteen 
Voyages out of the Kingdom , and 
four ſolemn Embaſhes into England, 
Venice, Rome, and Conſtantinople. ln 
which 
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much for the intereſt of our Religion, 
with S:/im the Grand Stgnior, the 24, 
of that Name, and by travelling into 
Syria, Paleſtine, and /Egypr, where he 
procur'd great Advantages and Com- 
fort to the poor Chriſtians, that the 
greateſt Princes of Chriſtendom 
thought themſelves oblig'd, to make 
their thankful Acknowledgements of 
his labour to our King. Pope Gregory 
the 13th. commanded his Nuncio 
himſelf to thank the Ambaſſador from 
him, at his paſſage from Yerice , on 
his return to France : and to delire 
him, that he wou'd uſe his Intereſt 
with his Brother the Abbot of L*1/te, 
who had ſucceeded him in many of 
his Negotiations, and in that Embaſ- 

{y, as he alſo did in the Biſhoprick of 
Acg*s, that he wou'd follow the wor- 
thy Examples which he had given 

him. 

'Tis true that Pope Pius the 5th. 
Predeceſſor to Gregory, thought it ve- 
ry ftrange at firſt, that a Biſhop ſhoud 
be Ambaſſador for the moſt Chriſtian 
King at the Oztomm2n, Port. But, be- 
fides that the Biſhop of Azria, a moſt 
pru- 
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ercisd that Charge during five years, 
for the Emperor Maximilian the 24. 
without the leaſt fault found with it, 
he very much chang'd his opinion, 
after the Biſhop of Acg's, by his credit 
with the Grand Signior, had obtain'd 
from him, that an expreſs Prohibition 
ſhou'd be made to Pali Baſſa, Gene- 
ral of his Navy, of making any de- 
ſcent on theTerritories of theChurch : 
in conſideration of which Benefit, his 
Holineſs made him a promiſe to pro- 
mote him to the higheſt Dignities, 
with which a Pope can recompence 
the greateſt Services that are renderd 
to the Church. 

Theſe were the Employments of 
that Biſhop, whoſe Deſerts were not 
lels eminent than thoſe of his elder 
Brother, Anthony de Noailles, Head of 
that illuſtrious Family, which is one 
of the moſt ancient and remarkable in 
Limouſin ; who was Ambaſſador in 
England, Governour of Bourdeaux, and 
Lieutenant for the King in Gwuyenre, 
where he ſery*d the State and Religion 
with the ſame Zeal, which appears at 
this day, with ſo much Succeſs and 
Glory in his Poſterity. Ic 
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It was then by the Motives of the 
ſame Zeal for Religion, that Fraxcis 
de Noailles, after he had reduc'd 100 
Hugonot Families, which he found in 
Acg's, at his coming to that Biſhoprick, 
to the number of 12, was not want- 
ing to make uſe of fo fair an opportu- 
nity , as he had, to work upon the 
King of Nawvarre's Inclinations, which 
good advice, in God's due time, had 
the defir'd eftett. For having con- 
ferrd with him at Nerac,by the King's 
Orders, twice or thrice, with endea- 
vours to procure from him the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of the Catholick Religion 
in Bearz, when he found that new 
Difficulties were ſtill ſtarted, he laid 
aſide that particular Point, and com- 
ing to the Spring-head, whereon all 
the reſt depended, he told him in the 
preſence of Segxr, withall the finceri- 
ty of a faithful Miniſter, That his Ma 
Jeſty cond not reaſonably hope to ſupport 
himſelf by that Party, which how power- 
ful ſoever it appear*d, wou'd always be 
too weak to bear him up (in ſpight of the 
Catholicks, who were infinitely more 
ſtrong ) to that pitch of heighth, to 
which his Birth and Fortune might one 
day 
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ders his Valour might perform, yet they 
woud never be of any advantage to him, 
till he reconciPd himſelf ſincerely to the 
Cathulick Church + and that it was im- 
poſſible ( they were his very words ) 
that he cou'd ever raiſe any thing that 
was durable for the eſtabliſhment of his 
Fortune , etther within the Realm , or 
without it, unleſs he built on this Foun 
dation. This was what he ſaid, when 
he took his leave of the King of Na- 
varre : And ſome few days after this, 
writing from Azex to the Szenr de Se- 
gur , he proteſted to him , That his 
Maſter cou'd never arrive to the poſſeſſion 
of that Crown, to which he might Jav- 
fully pretend, if he made not his entrance 
by the Gate of the Catholick Religion ; 
and pray d him therefore that he wou d 
think ſeriouſly of that Matter, for if he 
follow'd not his Counſel, he ſhou d one day 
ſþ:ak to him in Petrarch's Verſe, 


When Error o0es before, Repentance 
comes behind, 


This Diſcourſe ſtartled S:gur, who 
had much power over his Maſters In- 
M m m Clt- 
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this account, that he gave him the 
Counſel above-mention'd, which con- 
ſequently caus'd the King of Navarre, 
to conſider of the means of reuniting 
himſelf to the Catholicks, 

But it happening that in the midſt 
of thele Apitations, the Leaguers be- 
gan openly to rebel, and afterwards, 
capitulating with Arms in their hands, 
obtain'd an Edit, by which the King 
oblig'd himſelf to make War with all 
his Power againſt the Hugonots, Segur, 
whom the King of Navarre hadlately 
ſent into Germany to deſire aſſiſtance, 
writ to him, after he had obtain'd it, 
that this was not a time to think of 
turning Catholick, though he him- 
ſelt had formerly advis'd 1t : and that 
ſince his Enemies weu'd make him 
change his Religion by force, almoſt 
in the ſame manner as they had usd 
him at the Maſſacre of St. Bartho/ mem, 
he ought to ſtand bent againſt them, 
and defend his Liberty by Arms, that 
it might not be ſaid, he was baſely 
plyant to their will ; and that he 
might change freely, with ſafeguard 
to his Honour at ſome other time, 
which 
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which now he cou'd not without 4m. 1593. 
—_ — 


ſhame, as being by conſtraint. 

He follow'd this Advice, which 
was alſo ſeconded by his Counſel. He 
made the War, and always appear'd 
at the Head of the Hugon-ts, with the 
ſucceſs which has already been rela- 
ted. But being a man of a ſprightly 
and piercing Wit, he was not want- 
ing in the mean time to inſtruct him- 
ſelf, and that by a very artificial way. 
Sometimes by propoſing difficult 
Points to his Miniſters , or to ſpeak 
more properly, his own Doubts and 
Scruples in matters of Religion, to un- 
derſtand on what Foundations their 
Opinions were built : ſometimes by 
conferring with knowing Catholicks, 
and maintaining againſt them with 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſons he cou'd urge, 
the Principles which had been intus'd 
Into him by his Miniſters, on purpoſe 
to diſcover by their Anſwers, {which 
he compar*'d with what had been told 
him on the other ſide) what was real 
and folid truth berwixr them. And 
he always continued in rhis manner 
of Inſtruftion, clearing and tathom- 
ing the principal Points of the Corn- 
M m m 2 tro- 
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writing, what they had to argue pr, 
or coz ; Which produc'd this effe, 
that the Hugonts never believ'd him 
to be ſound at bottom, and ſettled in 
their Religion , but repos'd much 
greater conhidence in the late Prince 
of Cond?, who was in reality a better 
Proteſtant than he. 

And truly it appears exceeding cre- 
dible, that, when at his coming to 
the Crown, he made a promiſe tothe 
Catholick Princes and Lords, that he 
won'd cauſe himſelt to be inſtruQted 
within [ix months, he was already re- 
ſolvd on his Converlion; there re- 
maining but very few things which 
he then ſcrupled, and for which he 
demanded ſome longer tune, in order 
to his fuller ſatisfation. Bur, as he 
aſterwards acknowlecg'd,he thought 
himſelf oblig'd to deter that good 
action to ſome more convenient 9p- 
portunity,becauſe the Hyg-n9ts woud 
certainly have cantoniz'd themſelves, 
and ſet up under the protection ot 
ſome powerful Foreigner , whom 
they wou'd have choſen for their 
Head ; which muſt have occaſiond 

new 
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new Troubles 1n the Kingdo —- 


ſides which, the Head of the League 
was at that time too ſtrong, to think 
of ſubmitting to him, even though he 
had declar'd himſelf a Catholick : and 
the People nor being yet made ſenli- 
ble of the Extremities of War, and 
their ſufferings by reaſon of it, were 
obſtinately reſolv'd to maintain it (a- 
gainſt him ; and conſequently, he 
cou'd not then compaſs what he fo 
ardently delir'd, which was to reſtore 
the Quiet of his Kingdom, and to ſet. 
tleit in peace, by cmbracing the Re- 
ligion of his Predeceſſors. But ſome- 
what before the beginning of the 
Conference at S»rcane, after making 
a ſober Refleftion on the preſent 
eſtate of his Afﬀairs, he plainly ſaw, 
that all things at that time concurr'd, 
to oblige him not to defer his Conver- 
lion any longer. Foron the one fide, 
he was aſſurd of the Leading men 
amongſt the H,29z0ts, who had the 
power of railing new Diſturbances, 
many of whom, and ſuch as were men 
of the greateſt Intereſt, made no ſcru- 
ple to acknowledge, that in good po- 
licy he ought to goto Maſs, and that 
Mmm 3 the 
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gm. 1593- the peaceable poſſeſſion of a Great 
Kingdom , was worth the pains it 
woud coſt him in going. Add to 
this, that the Heads ot the Union 
were {o much weakned, and (lo little 
united amongſt themſelves, that they 
were 1n no condition of making an 
long reſiſtance to his Arms, cough 
they ſhou'd refuſe to acknowledge 
him : And for the common people of 
the Leaove, they were ſo overburdend 
by the War which waſted them, that 
they delird nothing ſo much as 
Peace. 
On the other ſide, he obſerv'd the 
Spaniards usd all imaginable means, 
and did their utmoſt to perſwade the 
States to create a Catholique King, 
That there was great danger, leſt the 
Third Party, which not long before 
had laid a Plot to have ſurpris'd him 
in Marte, and carried him away, now 
joyning with the Catholique Leaguers 
who were azainlt the Sparards, 
{hou'deletta King on their ſide,which . 
wou'd be to embroyl Fraxce in worle 
confuſtons : And to conclude, that e- 
ven they who were not of that Party, 
and who had always ferv'd him with 
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inviolable faith, now beſought him 4m. 1553- 
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to defer no longer his converſion ; 
and beſought him in ſuch a manner, 
that they gave him eafily to under- 
ſtand they wou'd forſake him, incaſe 
he forſook not his falſe Religion. 

All theſe Conſiderations put toge- 
ther, by the Graceof God, who makes 
uſe of ſecond cauſes, put anend to his 
delays, and brought him to reſolve 
on accompliſhing what he had ſo lon 
deſignd, by making a publick orofe 
fion of the Catholique Faith. Inſo- 
much, that when the Siear Francis 
D, 0, who of all the Court-Lords, 
ſpoke to him with the greatelt free- 
dom, went to preſs him ſomewhat 
bluntly on behalf of the Catholiques 
of his Party, that he wou'd make 
good his promiſe to them ;. He with 
= calmneſs gave him thoſe three 

eaſons whichThave already ſet down, 
why he had till that time deferr*d his 
Converſion, and afterwards gave him 
his poſitive word, that within three 
months at the fartheſt, when he had 
ſeen what the Conference of Syrenne 
would produce , he wou'd make an 
abjuration of Herelie, after he had re- 
Mm m 4 ceiv'd 
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and DoQtors , which, according to 
the forms of the Church, ought to 
precede ſo great an ation ; farther 
ordering him to aſſure the Archbiſhop 
of Bourges of thole his intentions, be- 
fore he went to that Conference, be- 
ing then on his departure. 

And on that account it was, that 
the Archbiſhop, after having receivd 
the Anſwer which he well knew 
wou'd be ſent from Marte, where the 
Court then was, ſpoke as he did at 
Surenne, and believiag that he had 
now brought the buſineſs to a conclu- 
ſ10n, on the ſeventeenth of May, and 
at the ſeventh Seflion, gave the De- 
puties of the Leagwe a full aſſurance of 
the Kings Converſion. 

His Maje(ty alſo on his part, having 
firmly reſfolvd on that holy ation, 
fail'd not to write a Letter on the fix- 
teenth of the ſame Month, ro many 
Prelates and DoCtors, both of his own 
ſide-and of the Leavne ; in which he 
invited them to be with him on the 
fifteenth of J-/y, to the end he 
might receive thoſe good inſtructions 
\\hich he expeRed from them : All 
{uring 
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they ſhow'd find him moſt inclinable to be 
inform?d of all that belongs to a Moſt 
Chriſtian Kjng to know ; having nothing 
ſo lively engraven in his heart, as tbe 
Zeal for Gods Service, and the mainte- 
nance of his true Church. 

In the mean time, the Miniſters, 
and the old rigid Huguenots , thoſe 
falſe Zealots of their Sect, fearing this 
blow wou'd be fatal to their pretend- 
ed Religion , made frequent Aſſem- 
blies in private, to invent ſome means 
of diverting him from this pious reſo- 
lution. And there were ſome of chem 
who had the impudence to tell him 
publickly of it in their Sermons, and 
to threaten him wirha judgment from 
Heaven, if he forſook the Goſpel, 
( for it has pleasd them to honour 
their Errors with that venerable 
Name.) This occaſion'd him to afl- 
ſemble all the principal Lords of that 
new Religion , together with their 
Preachers, who were at that time in 
great numbers at the Court, and who 
to the great grief of the Catholiques, 
perpetually befieg'd him: and to tell 
them plainly (that he might free _ 
c 
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perſecution)T hat after he had in the pre- 
ſence of Almighty God, made all neceſſary 
refledtions on an affair of that importance, 
he had, in concluſion, refolv'd to return 
into the Catholique Church, from which 
he ought never to have been ſeparated. 
And when La Faye the Miniſter had 
nag him in Fr 9 of all _ Bre- 
thren, Vot to ſuffer (they are his ve 
words ) that ; gt a ft Nw 
come to them ; If, laid he, Tſhou'd fol- 
low your advice, in a little time there 
wou d be neither Kzng nor Kjnedom left 
tn France : I deſire to give peace to all 
my Subjeits, and quiet to my own Soul, 
and you ſhall have alſo from me, all the 
proviſions which you can reaſonably de- 
fire. 

Thus, being without compariſon 
the ſtrongeſt, and in much better con- 
dition than he had ever been former- 
ly ; immediately after he had taken 
the Townof Dreux,which the League, 
though it was of great conſequence to 
them, = durſt never attempt to re- 
lieve ; he aſſign'd the place where he 
wou'd receive the Inſtruftion, which 
ought to precede the at of Abjura- 

tion, 
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tion, to be at St. Dexis, on the twen» Am. 199 
WO WSno 


ty ſecond of July. 

The Cardinal of P:acenza causd a 
Declaration to be publiſhd, in which, 
taking upon him, as Legat from the 
Holy See, to pronounce, that whatſo- 
ever ſhou'd bedone in relation to that 
Converſion, was to be accounted void 
andnull, he exhorted all Catholiques 
both of the one and the other Party, 
not to ſuffer themſelves to be deluded 
in an Aﬀair of that conſequence : Pro- 
hibiting all men, and eſpecially the 
Eccleſiaſticks, on pain of Excommu- 
nication and privation of their Benef1- 
ces, from going to St. Dexis, and ai- 
ſiſting at that AQtion. 

But notwithſtanding all theſe pro- 
hibitions, (which were thought to be 
made by the ſollicitation of the Spa- 
niards) the Princes, the Officers of 
the Crown, the principal Members of 
the Parliaments , the Lords of the 
Court , the Biſhops, and many Do- 
Ctors, not only of the Royal Party, 
but alſo of the Leagne, went thither, 
and among(t others , three famous 
Curats of Paris, Rene Benoiſt of St. 
Euſtache, Charignac of St, Sulpice, and 
Morennes 
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Morennes of St. Merry, who far from 
being tainted with the ſeditious prin- 
Ciples of their fellows (the Curats of 
St. Severin, St. Coſme, St. Jaques, St. 
Gervais, St. Nichols in the Fields, and 
St. Anari, who had ran riot 1n their 
{candalous Satyrs, as I may call them, 
more properly than Sermons, againſt 
the Perſon of the King) had the ho- 
nour of bearing their parts in the Con- 
verſion of ſo Great a Prince. 

Being therefore arriv'd at St. Denis 
from Maxte on the twenty ſecond of 
July, the next morning he entred in- 
to Conference, and held cloſe at it 
from ſix in the Morning to one in the 
Afternoon, with the Archbiſhop of 
Bourges, and ſeven or eight Biſhops, 
amongſt whom was Moaſtear du Per- 
ron , nominated to the Biſhoprick 
of Evreux. Many Dottors of great 
reputation were preſent in that Af- 
ſembly, with the three Curats of Pa- 
ris , and Father Ol;ver Beranzer, a 
Learned Jacobi, Chaplain in Ordina- 
ry to the late King. The Inſtruction 
was made particularly touching 
three points, concerning which, the 
King propos'd ſome {cruples. | 

The 
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The firſt was on the Invocation of 4m: 1593+ 


Saints, to know if it were abſolutely 
neceſſary for us to pray to them : On 
which point they eaſily ſatisfied him, 
by giving him to underſtand the Do- 
Qtrine of the Church concerning it, 
viz, That as it 15 profitable for us to 
recommend our ſelves to the prayers 
of onr living Brethren, without dero- 
gating thereby from the Office of Je- 
us Chriſt our Mediator ; in like man. 
ner it is very advantageous for us, to 
have recourſe to Saints, and pray 
them to intercede for us, to the end 
we may obtain benefits and favour 
from God by Jeſus Chriſt ; God im- 
parting to them the knowledge of our 
neceſſities and of our prayers. by ſome 
way beſt pleaſing to himſelf, as he 
makes known to the Angels according 
to the Scripture, what 1s done here 
below, and foretels to the Prophets 


future things, though they are more 


particularly reſervd to his own know- 
ledge. 

The ſecond was concerning Auri- 
cular Confefſion : And it was clearly 
prov'd to him, That Jeſus Chriſt ha- 
ving given commiſſion to his Miniſters 

in 
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looſing (ins, that power cou'd not be 
reſtrain'd only to publick fins, and by 
conſequence 1t was neceſſary, that Pe- 
nitents ſhou'd give the Prieſts full 
knowledge of all the fins they had 
committed,to the end they may make 
a juſt diſtinAtion betwixt thoſe offen- 
ces which they ought to remir, and 
thoſe they ought not. 

The third Particular, in which he 
deſir'd to be throughly inſtructed, 
was concerning the Authority of the 
Pope : To which he ſubmitted with- 
out difficulty, after it was made out 
to him, that according to the Gol- 
pels, the Councils, and the Holy Fa- 
thers, it extended no farther than to 
things that were purely ſpiritual, and 
nothing relating to temporals : not at 
all interfering with the Rights and 
Prerogatives of Kings, or the Liber- 
tiesof Kingdoms. When they woud 
have proceeded from this , to the 
Point of the real Preſence of Chriſt's 
Body in the Holy Sacrament, which 
of all other Articles is the moſt con- 
teſted betwixt Catholicks and Hugue- 
nts, and in which, they never come 
to 
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to an agreement, he ſtopp'd the Bi- 437593: 


. ſhops by telling them, that he was 
intirely perſwaded of that Truth, that 
he had no manner of ſ{cruple concern- 
ing it, and that he always had be- 
liev'd it. 

'Tis alſo ſaid, that having appoint- 
ed a Conference betwixt the Doors 
and the Miniſters, when one of the 
Huguenot Preachers had yielded, that 
Salvation might be had in the Church 
of Rome (for at that time they grant- 
ed it) he ſaid with great reaſon, There 
is then no longer deliberation to be usd : 
I muſt of neceſſity be a Catholique, and 
take the ſureſt ſide, as every prudent man 
wou'd do in a buſineſs of ſo great import- 
ance as that of Salvation : Since, accora- 
ing to the joynt opinion of both Parties, 
I may be as being a Catholique, and 
if I ſtill continue a Huguenot, 1 ſhall 
be damn'd according to the opinion of the 
Catholiques. But whether this be true 
indeed, or only a report, tis certain, 
that being pesfeAtly inſtructed and 
wall afſur'd of all points of belief, 
which are held by the Roman Church, 
they drew upa form of the Profeſſion 
of Faith, which was ſign'd by him : 
- Aﬀter 
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After which there remain'd no more, 
but only to make his profeſſion ſo- 
lemaly , according to the cuſtom of 
the Church, and to receive Abſoluti- 
on from his Hereſie, and from the ſen- 
tence of Excommunication , which 
had been given againſt him. 

But it was firſt to be examin'd a- 
new, 1n a regular Conference (which 
wou'd make the Deciſion more au- 
thentick )- whether theHPiſhops had 
power to abſolve him In Frazce, of 
the Excommunication which he had 
incurr'd, in a Caſe reſerv'd by the 
Popes to the Holy See. For not only 
the Legat, and thoſe Doors who 
were devoted to the League,and above 
all others the Archbiſhop of Lyozs, 
as he had made appear at the Confe- 
rence of Surenxe, but alſo the Cardi- 
nal of Bourboz, who had much adoto 
part with his imaginary Headſhip ofa 
third Party , maintaig'd openly and 
boldly, that the Pope alone had pow- 
er to abſolve him, and that all other 
Abſolution wou'd be null, becauſe the 
Pope had ſolely and poſitively made a 
reſervation of that Power to the Holy 


See, Notwithſtanding which, in a 
great 
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Do@tors, which was held for the re- 
ſolving of this Caſe, the contrary opi- 
nion pals'd, nmemine contradicente, in 
ſpight: of the Remvnſtrances of that 
Cardinal, who was indeed no very 
able man. The Curat of St. Eu/ta- 
che himſelf, Rex? Benoiſt, who was 
afterwards Biſhop of Troyes, Monſieur 
de Morennes, Curat of St. Merry, who 
dy'd Biſhop of Se«z, thoſe I ſay, who 
had been of the League till that very 
time, and ſome other knowing Do- 
Qtors, gave an account to the Publick 
in their printed Writings, of the Rea- 
{ons on which they grounded their 
opinion ; and they are reducible to this 
enſuing Argumentation, which the 
Reader will not be unwilling to un- 
defrſtand, as I have extracted it from 
their Books, without interpoſling my 
own Judgement in the Matter, be- 
cauſe I writenot as a Divine, who de- 
clares and maintains a Doftrine, but 
as an Hiſtorian, who makes a fairhful 
Relation of ARtions done, as he finds 
them in the beſt Accounts. 
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"Tis indubitable, ſay theſe DoQors, 
according to the moſt knowing Cano- 
niſts, that he who isexcommunicated 
for a Caſe reſerv'd to the Holy See, if 
he have any Canonical hindrance,that 
is to fay, expreſsd and approv'd by 
the Canons, which permits him not 
to go and preſent himſelf before the 
Pope, may be abſo!v'd by ſome other, 
without being bound to ſend to Rome 
for his Abſolution ; provided never- 
theleſs, that when the hindrance (if 
it endures not always) ſhall be re- 
mov'd, he {hall go and preſent him- 
{cif before His Holineſs, ſubmitting in 
all humility to what he ſhall reaſona- 
bly ordain : Now ?*tis moſt manifeſt, 
( they ſay ) that there are three ſorts 
of Canonical Hindrances, which dif. 
pence the King from going, and con- 
{equently from ſending to Rome, to 
defire Abſolution from the Pope. 

The firſt is the manifeſt danger, 
wherein he is continually, of loling 


* his Life, in ſo many Bartels and Ste- 


ges,where he is forc'd to expoſe it dat- 
ly, for the preſervation of the Crown 
which is-devolv'd to him, by the 1n- 
vioable Right of Succſſion, according 
to 
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to the fundamental Law of the King- 4m. 159% 
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dom ; and which one half of his Sub- 
jects, who are in Rebellion againſt 
him, do their utmoſt to take away. 
A Danger of this nature, and many 
of the ſame, which are included under 
it, as that of Conſpiracies, Enmities, 
Robbers, a long Voyage by Sea, are 
eſteem'd according to right Reaſon, 
and by the Dottors, to be of that 
number which is comprehended in 
what we call the Article of Death ; 
which is not to be underſtood alone 
of that fatal moment, when we give 
up our Breath, but alſo of any another 
time, when we are viſibly expos'd to 

:ath. And itis on theſ: occaſions, 
as in the Article of Death, that not 
only the Biſhops, bur allo all Prieſts, 
can give Abſolution from all Sins, and 
Ecclefiaſtick Cenſures, with this Pro- 
viſo, that he ſhall afterwards preſent 
himſelf before the Pope, if there be 
not ſome other Hindrance ; as for ex- 
ample, that which follows. 

d that is the greatneſs and dig- 
nity of the Perſons excommunicated, 
and particularly of Soveraign Princes, 
who cannot leave the People whom 

Nnn 2 they 
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they govern, to go to Rome, with- 
out manifeſt prejudice to their Crown. 
For if a Father.of a Family, or ſuppoſe 
an ordinary Servant, may be diſpenc'd 
with from going thither, in caſe his 
abſence would inconvenience his Fa- 
mily, much more ſtrongly may it be 
concluded in the Perſon of a great 
King, whoſepreſence is always neceſ- 
ſary, or at leaſt-wiſe very advantagi- 
ous to his Kingdom : Therefore it 
ought to be preſum®d, that Perſons of 
that eminent Dignity, are perpetually 
hindred from leaving their Countrey, 
and taking ſuch a Journey. 

In concluſion, - the third Hindrance, 
which the DoCttors call, Periculum in 
mori, (the danger of delay ) is the 
great hazard which the Nation might 
run : For by deferring that Abſoluti- 
on ſo long, till it were given at Rome, 
a thouſand ill Accidents might inter- 
vene, and the happy opportunity be 
loſt, of preſerving in Fr.zzce, our Re- 
ligion, the State, and the fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Kingdom, by the con- 
verſion of the King. For all theſe 
Reaſons it was concluded in that Aſ- 
kmbly, that they not only might,but 
ought 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


ought alſo toabſolve him ; and afrer- 4m. 1593. 


wards ſend a ſolemn Embaſly to Rozxe, 
to delire the fatherly BenediQtion of 
the Pope , and the Approbation of 
what had been ſo juſtly done in France, 
in relation to his Converſion. 

It being reſolv'd in this manner, the 
publick and ſolemn Att of this Con- 
verſion, which was ſo much the wiſh 
ofallgood men, was perform'd on the 
Sunday following, being the 2 57h. of 
Jaly, with Magaificence worthy-of ſo 
oreat an AQion, and of the Majeſty 
of him who made it. The King 
cloath'd all in white, ran, only 
his Cloak and Hat, which were black, 
came forth from his Lodgings, be- 
twixt the hours of 8 and 9 in the 
morning, preceded by the Swiſs the 
French, and the Scortiſh Guards, and 
the Officers of his Houſe, with beat 
of Drum, accompanied by the Prin- 
ces, the Crown Officers, and thoſe 
of the Soveraign Courts, the Biſhops 
and Prelats, and all thoſe who had 
aſſiſted at his Inſtruction , twelve 
Trumpets going before him, and five 
cr fix hundred Gentlemen following 
him, all magnificently cloath'd ; the 
Nan 3 Streets 
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Am, 1592. Streets were hung with Tapiſſery,and 


the Pavements ſtrowd with Flowers 
and Greens ; there were preſent an in- 
finite multitude of People, and prin- 
cipally of Pariſians, who notwithſtan- 
ding all the Prohibitions of the Legat 
and the Duke of Mayexze, were come 
in Crowds to St. Dea , and joyn'd 
heartily with the reſt in the loud Cries 
of Vive le Roy, while his Majeſty 
walk'd through the midſt of them to 
the Church Porch of St. Dex. 
There he found the Archbiſhop of 
Bourges, who was to perform the Ce- 
remony, fitting on a great Chair, in 
his pontifical Habit, Immediately 
he ask'd the King, according to the 
form, Who he was, and what he wou'd 
have ? To which Queſtions the King 
having anſwer'd, I am the Kjn7, who 
deſire to be receiv'd into the biſom of 
the Catholick, Apoſtolick, and Romas 
Church. He fell upon his Knees, and 
preſented the Confeſſion of his Paith, 
ſignd with his Hand, to the Archbi- 


\ ſhop, ſaying theſe words, I ſivear aud 


proteſt, before the Face of Almighty God, 
thit I will live and die in the Catholick, 
Apoftolick, and Roman Church, that [ 
1 will 
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of my Blood and Life, renouncing all 
Hereſies which are contraryto it. Aﬀeer 
which he receiv'd from that Prelat an 
Abſolution from the Cenſures which 
he had incurr'd ; immediately the 
whole Church re{ounded with the of- 
ten repeated Cryes of Vive le Roy; 
and he was conducted by the Biſhops 
before the great Altar, where he re- 
new*'d his Oath upon the holy Evan- 
eliſts ; and afcer having confeſs'd 
himſelf to the Archbilhop behind the 
Altar, while they were linging the 
Te Dem, he heard High Mals ; which 
was celebrated by the Bilhop of Nan- 
tes, and then the Mutick ſang Vive /e 
Roy, with feveral repetitions of it. 
At which the Priſf.ms, ( who were 
preſent in great numbers at that tri- 
um#-hal Ceremony) breaking out into 
tears, drown'd the voices of che Mult- 
cians, with their Cryes of Vive le Roy : 
which makes it evident, that the Peo- 
Pleof Pars, excepting only the Rabble 
of the FaQtion, were only Leagzers,by 
reaſon of that invincible Averſion, 
which they have always had for Hu- 
gonotiſm. For ſo ſoon as they ſaw the 
Nnn 4 Kiag 
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him the Bearnors, or the King of Na- 
wvarre, but plainly the King ; whom 
already they delir'd to ſee in Pars ; 
as appeard not long afterwards, by 
the peaceable reduCtion of that capital 
City of the Kingdom. 

Truly after this day, wiuch by the 
Effects it produc'd, may properly be 
calPd the * day of the League,when 
the Piery of the King was obſervd at 
Maſs, at Veſpers, at the Archbithop's 
Sermon , and after it, in the Viſit 
which he made to the Tombs of the 
Martyrs at Montmartre, all which A- 
tions were well known to proceed 
from the Sincerity of a Soul, which 
was too great to be capable of Hypo: 
crifie ; the People did but laugh at 
what the Spaniards, the remainders of 
the Sixteen , their Preachers, and 
above all others , the fiery DoQtor 
Boucher, publiſh'd in their Libels, and 
in their Sermons which were but Li- 
bels, againſt this Converſion, which . 
they labourd in vain to decry by ma- 
ny impudent and forg'd Defamations. 
*Twas almoſt every mans buſineſs, as 
ſecretly as he cou'd to make oy 

| With 
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with theKing ; and deliver up the 4m. 159» 
"a i 


Towns without noiſe, eſpecially af- 
ter they had begun to taſte the Sweets 
of Peace , by means of the Truce, 
which being earneſtly defir'd by the 
great Cities, was concluded for three 
moneths, beginning four days after 
the Converſion. 

Tis true, the Duke of Mayexze, 
fearing that it wou'd ſoondeprive him 
of the Authority, which he enjoy'd as 
Lieutenant of the Crown, procur'd in 
his pretended Eſtates, that the Oath 
ſhou'd be renew'd, of perſeverance in 
the Union,and obedience to the Pope's 
Decrees. He went yet farther ; for 
in order to oblige his Holineſs, al- 
ways to ſupport his Party, he caus'd 
the Eſtates to confirm the Declaration 
which he had made for the publiſhing 
of the Council of Trex? : though they 
had formerly inrolPd the Exceptions 
which they had made in bar of it, 
containing 23 Articles, which were 
held to be inconliſtent with the Royal 
Prerogative of our Kings, and the Li- 


berties of rhe Gallicay Church. Bur * 


in concluſion, neither that Publicati- 
on, which they had no great mind to 
make 
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4m. 1593 make valid, had any effe& ; neither 


did the Oath which they had taken, 
hinder them from treating privately, 
and conſidering of the beſt methods, 
to receive the King into Paris, in 
ſpight of the Duke of Mzyerre. 

But that which wholly turn'd the 
Ballance, and made the juſtice of his 
Cauſe apparent inthe eyes of all men, 
reducing almoſt all his SubjeQts to 
their Duty, was, that according to his 
promiſe, he ſent the Duke of Newers 
to Rome, to render that filial Obedi- 
ence which is owing to his Holineſs 
from the moſt Chriſtian Kings, and 
to defire that Abſolution , which 
they believd at Rome the Pope had on- 
ly power to give him. This met with 
great Obſtructicns ; and Pope Clement, 
being earneſtly ſolicited by the Spani- 
ards, who usd their utmoſt Endea. 
vours to hinder him from granting it, 
refus'd it for a long time together, at- 
ter a manner, which was ſomewhat 
diſreſpeAtul, to ſo great a King. But 
when his Holineſs perceiv'd, that he 
—_ to be leſs courted for his Gift, 
and that it was believ'd in Fraxce,con- 
ſidering what Applications had been 
made, 
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made, that the King had done all 4m: 1593. 


which cou'd reaſonably be expe&ed 
on his part, and conſequently no far- 
ther Abſolution was neceſſary ; he ad- 
vanc'd of his own accord, as faſt as 
they went back, and encourag'd them 
to renew that Negotiation , which 
had been wholly given over by the 
Duke of Newers, whom he wou d not 
receive as the Ambaſſador of the King 
of France, and who for that Reafon he 
was departed from Rome in Diſcon- 
tent. 

The King therefore being defirous 
to omit nothing on that occaſion, 
which cou'd be expected from a moſt 
religious Prince, nam'd two new De- 
puties, and both great Men, Jacques 
David du Perron, and Arnaud d' Ofſat, 
whoſe extraordinary Deſerts were not 
long after rewarded with Cardinal- 
ſhips ; and they aQted both of them 
with ſo much prudence, that after 
many Diſputes and Difficulties raisd 
by the Spar/ards, both concerning the 
Effentials, and the Formalities of that 
Afﬀair, the Pope at length reſolv'd on 
piving a ſecond Abſolution, and to 

cep himſelf preciſely within the 
bounds 
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Am. 1593- bounds of ſpiritual authority , with- 


out mentioning the Reh+bi/:tation to 
which he pretended : ' For they wou'd 
not admit that term , by which it 
might have ſeem'd that the Crown 
of France, which depends on God a- 
lone, ſhou'd either direQly or indi- 
rely be ſubjeted to the Pope. In 
this manner, that Abſolution which 
had been defir'd almoſt rwo years 
before that time, was given at Rome 
on the ſixteenth of September, 1n the 
year 1595. by which it 1s ealie to be 
oblerv'd, that the Leaoze had not the 
mortal blow from thence ; but on the 
contrary, that which made the Pope 
ſo pliable, was, that he ſaw the League 
was going to deſtruction. 

ln effeft, as when the two great 
Pillars which ſuſtain'd the Palace of 
the Philiftims, were overthrown by 
the ſtrength of Sampſon, all the Build- 
ing went to the ground ; ſo when 
thoſe two ſpecious pretences of the 
Publick Good and of Religion, which 
the Heads of the Leazne had taken for 
the Columns of their Fabrick, were 
thrown down by the Converſion of 


the King, and that Converſion known 
; to 
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to be real, —————— all the 
jugglings of the Spaniards, who wou'd 
have rendred it ſuſpected ; that impi- 
ous Building, already more than half 
ruin'd, and now having not the leaſt 
ſupport, fell down of it ſelf and came 
to nothing. Inſomuch that in the 
year enſuing, almoſt all the Heads, 
andall the Cities of the Leagze, made 
each of them their ſeparate Treaty 
with the King, who was better pleas'd 
to win upon their hearts by gentle 
means, with his admirable clemency 
and Fatherly goodneſs, granting them 
advantageous conditions, which did 
him the more honour the leſs they 
had deſerv'd them, than to force 
them, as he was able, by his vitori- 
ous Arms to return to their duty in 
their own deſpightr. 

As the Marqueſs 4- Vitry, was the 
firſt who forſook the Kings Party, af. 
ter the death of Hezry the Third, en- 
tring into that of the Leaoue, which 
at that time he believ'd to be the juſt- 
er Cauſe ; he was alſo the firſt, who 
being diſahus'd of that falſe opinion, 
return'd to his obedience with the 
Town of Meaux , of which he was 
Governor. 
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mediately follow'd his example, and 
brought back with him Orleans and 
Bourges, The Lionnois, after they 
had ſhaken off the yoke of the Duke 
of Nemours, whom they kept Priſon- 
er in Pierre Exciſe, and that of the 
Duke of Mayenne, his Brother by the 
Mothers ſide , (who had underhand 
wrought them to ſecure him, that he 
might joyn his Government of Bour- 
gogne to that of Lionnois, and ſet up 
a kind of independent principality in 
both) turn'd the Leagrers out of the 
Town, and declar'd unanimouſly for 
the King. 

Provence was the firſt of all the Pro- 
vinces , which openly diſown'd the 
_ of the League, taking up Arms 
at the ſame time againſt the Sawoy- 
4rds and the Duke of Eſpernon, who 
had poſleſs'd himſelf of that Govern- 
ment againſt the Kings Vv1ll. 

This voluntary reduQtion was made 
by the courage and good management 
of four brave Gentlemen, of the Houſe 
of Fourbin, one of the moſt Noble and 
moſt remarkable Families of Provexce, 
Their Names were Palameae de _ 

it, 
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bin, Lord of Soliers, andhistwo Sons, 4m. 1594. 
DE 


Taſpar de Soliers, and Saint Canat ; and 
Nicholas de Fourbin, Knight of Malta, 
with whom joyn'd Melchior de Four- 
bin, Sieur de Janſon, Baron of Ville- 
Laure, and Mane. 
Theſe being related by kindred and 
alliance to John de Pontevez, Count 
de Carces, Governor and Grand Sene- 
{chal of Provence, whoſe two Siſters 
were married to Janſon and Saint Ca- 
at, wrought ſo well with him, that 
they brought him over from the 
League ; of which he had declar'd 
himſelf Head, after thedeath of Mon- 
ſieur de 7/725, his Nephew, who was 
killd with a Muſquet Shot as he was 
beſieging Graſſe. After which , ha- 
ving perſwaded the greateſt part of 
the Nobility and Gentry to enter into 
their confederacy, the Count, with- 
out much trouble, reduc'd the City 
of 4ix , and the Parliament of that 
place , which reunited it ſelf at the 
ſame time with that party of its Offi- 
cers, which held their Sefſions at Ma- 
moſque , under the authority of the 
King. In ſequel of this, the greateſt 
part of the Proveneals being —__— 
an 
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Am. 1594. and ſtrengtMen'd by the Succours 


which they receiv'd from Monſieur 4e- 
Leſaignieres, manag'd their underta- 
kings with ſo much prudence, cou- 
rage, and good fortune, that at length 
they conſtraind both the S:wvoyards 
and the Duke of Eſpernon, to depart 
out.of that Country, and to leave the 

Government cf it free to the Duke of 
Guiſe. And that Prince, by the deli- 

verance of Marſeilles , finiſh'd that 

great work whigh the four Lords of 

Fourbin had ſo geherouſly begun, and 

{0 well carried on, immedaately after 

the Kings Co 10n, and when he 

had mo his entry into Paris, which 

in a very ſhort time was follow'd by 

the reduCtion of all the remaining 

parts of the Kingdom. 

Many Months were already paſt, 
ſince the Parliament and Magiſtrates 
of that Town, by the care of the Pre- 
ſident Le Maiſtre, the Counſellors du 
Vair, D' Amours, and Mole, (who ex- 
ercis'd the Office of Procureur Gene- 
ral) the Sieur Huillier, Provoſt of the 
Merchants , the Szeurs Beaurepaire, 
L'Anelois, and Nerer the Sheriffs, the 
Colonels and Captains of the ſeveral 
Wards, 
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Wards, had diſpos'd the minds of all 4m, $94: 
the Perſons of Quality, the Officers, "WY 
and good Citizens of Paris, openly to 
renounce the League, without regard- 
ing cither the Spa» Garriſon, or the 
Faction of Sixteen, which conliſted of 
not above 3 or 4000 ſeditious People, 
who were the very Scum of all the 
Rabble, whom the Colonels and Cap- 
tains of the Wards, cou'd eaſily cut in 
pieces, in caſe they ſhou'd preſume to 
take up Arms. The Treaty was alſo 
already concluded for the ſafety of the ; 
Pariſians, and all neceffary Meaſures 
taken with the Count of Beliz, Go» 
vernour of Parts, for the bringing 1n 
of the King , particularly, after be 
had been Crown'd at Chaſtres, on the 
17th, of Febrnrry, and nothing hin- 
dred the execution of {o noble Deſign, 
but only the preſence of the Duke of 
Myyenne, who beginning to have the 
Count of Be/;z in diſtruſt, had put 
the Count of Briſſzc in his place, 
whom he believ'd to be the moſt con- 
hding man of all his Followers. But 
that Count, the King being now con- 
verted, and his Aﬀairs in a flouriſhing 
condition, conſider'd that he had a 
Ooo ſtrong- 
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toany otherPerſon without exception; 
and therefore made his Treaty be- 
times, on the moſt advantagious terms 
he cou'd procure. _ So that the Duke, 
who had ſworn never to treat with 
the King , whatſoever Conditions 
might be ofter'd, before he had receiy*d 
Abſolution from the Pope, foreſeeing 
that he cou'd be no longer Maſter of 
Paris : and fearing to be apprehend- 
ed in the Town, departed out of it, 
with the Dutcheſs, his Wife, and his 
Children, whom he brought to Svif- 
ſons, and leaving them there, went 
into Picardy, to order his Afﬀairs in 
that Province, and ro retain the Cities 
in his obedience. 

In the mean time, the King, who 


had drawn his Army together at St. 


Denis, haſten'd ſo well the execution 
of the Treaty, that the day was ap- 
pointed to be the 224. of March : at 
whichtime, advancing as far as Mont- 
martre , and afterwards within 200 
paces of the Town, towards the low- 
27 part of the River near the T nilleries, 
wich the choice of his Cavalry, the 
antry was let in by the new oo 
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and the Gate of St. Dexis, very early 4m. 1594 


inthe morning : ſo that the Ramparts 
were ſeiz?'d, without the leaſt tumult, 
or any manner of Reſiſtance ; after 
which, they poſſeſs'd themſelves of 
all the principal Places, the two Cha- 
ftelets, the Palace, and the Avenues of 
the Bridges. At the ſame time, the 
King's Garriſons of Melun and Corbeil, 
marching down by the River fide, tull 
they came right agaiaſt the Ce/e/tines, 
were receivd by Captain Greer into 
the Arſenal ; and on the other fide, 
the loyal Citizens, ſecur'd their own 
Wards by ſtrong Corps de guard, and 
ſcattering among the multitude, ma- 
ny printed Tickets, containing a ge- 
neral Indemnity, rais'd loud Acclama- 
tions,and Cryes of Y;ve le Roythrough 
the whole City. | 
This caus'd ſo great an amazement 
in thoſe who were the hotteſt Lea- 
overs, and inthe Spaniards, that after 
the King's Party had either cur in pie- 
ces, or thrown into the River a Corps 
de guard of 25 or 3o Lanſquenets, 
who madean offer of reſiſtance on the 
Kay, not a man of them durſt after- 
Wards appear ; ſo that all things being 
Ooosz now 
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whole City lecur'd for the King, he 
cnterd, at the New Gate, as it were 
in Triumph, attended by all his No- 
bility and Gentry after he had receiv'd 
from the Count of Br:ſſac, the Keys 
of the Town, and a magnificent im- 
broider'd Scarf, inſtead of which he 
put his own upon the Count, and 
made him Mareſhal of F-axce uponthe 
place. Then with 5 or 600 men 
armd Cap ape, before him, their 
Pikes being traild, in ihow that the 
Town was voluntarily ſurrenderd, he 
march'd direaly to the Church of 
Noſtre-dame, the Trumpets on every 
ſide ſounding, the Bells ringing, and 
innumerable multitudes of People 
continually ecchoing each other from 
all parts of the Town, with inceſſant 
Acclamations, and Shouts of Vive le 
Roy. From thence, when the Te 
Deumwas ſung during the Maſs, which 
he heard with ſuch demonſtrations of 
Piety, as overjoy'd the Pariſians, he 
went to the Louvre , where , after 
Dinner, having receiv'd the Submiſh- 
ons of all the Companies, at Three of 
the Clock he wgnt 80 ſee the diſmiſh- 
on 
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on of the Spaniſh Garriſon , at the 
Gate of St. Dex : they were not in 
number above 3 or 4000 men at moſt ; 
in the mid(t of them was the Duke of 
Feria, Don Dieoo da Tearra, and the 
Lord Juan Baptiſta Taxis, who all 
three of them, with the whole Body 
of their Souldiers, bowing lowly to 
him with infinite Reſpect, were ſafely 
convoy'd, till they came to Guz/ſe. 
About 3o of the moſt violent Lea- 
zuers, amonglt whom, were Dr. Bou- 
cher, and the Petit Fenillant, believ- 
ing, like Cai», that their horrible 
Impicties were uncapable of Pardon, 
departed with that Koakn Garriſon, 
and retir'd into Flinders, where they 
palsd the reſt of their days, ſome of 
them in extream miſery, ; wb others 
well rewarded by the Spaniards, to the 
end that Example might be ſervicea- 
ble to them on ſome other occaſion ; 
and that their Liberality might encou- 
rage others to be like them, wholly 
at their Devotion. It ſeems they 
were little acquainted with the King's 
Temper, who was Goodnels and Cle- 
mency it ſelf ; for he loſt the memory 
of all that was paſt, as ſoon as ever he 
Ooo 3 {et 
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_ ſet Foot in Paris e even ſent to 


offer his ProteQtion, and all manner 
of Security, to the Cardinal of Pacen- 
za, the Pope's Legat, and to Cardi- 
nal Pelleve, his greateſt Enemies ; the 
firſt of whom, to whom he had given 
his ſafe ConduQt, died by the way, on 
his returnto Ry»#e ; the ſecond, who 
was then deſperately ſick, expir'd, 
not at the very moment of the King's 
entrance into Paris, as the greateſt 
part of our Hiſtorians have written, 
but fx days after it, as his Epitaph 
bears witneſs, which is to be ſeen, in 
the Metropolitan Church of Rhems. 

* In concluſion, all things were re- 
ftor'd in Paris, to their firſt Eſtate ; 
The Parliament ſolemnly re-eſta- 
bliſh'd, in its natural Seat ; all its Or- 
dinances, which had been made, du- 
ring the Troubles, againſt the King's 
Authority, rac'd out of their Rolls, 
and the general Lieutenancy of the 
Crown and Eſtate, judicially repeald. 
And the Faculry of Divines in Body 
aſſembled, (their Freedom being no 
longer opprelſs'd,as it had been during 
the League, by the Tyranny of the 
Sixteen) declar*d null all the _ 
ous 
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prejudice of the inviolable Rights of 
our Kings, {wore Fidelity to Kin 
Henry the Fourth, and declar'd that 
all Frenchmen were oblig'd in Conlſci- 
ence, to acknowledge him for their 
lawful Soveraign, ordain'd by God ; 
notwithſtanding that through the In- 
trigues of the Spaniards, the Pope had 
not yet given him Abſolution. 

Now , as they fay, the Primum 
mobile, draws along with it all the 
other Heavens by the rapidity of its 
motion, ſothe happy reduQtion of this 
capital City of the Monarchy , was 
follow'd by that of the Princes, the 
Lords, and the Cities of the Leagme, 
who vyed with each other , who 
{hou'd firſt come in, and return'd in 
Crowds to the King's Obedience. For 
ia the year enſuing, the Admiral YV:- 
lars, the Duke of Gxi/e with his Bro- 
thers, his Couſins, and the Sieurs of 
Bois Dauphin and La Chaſtre, made 
their Treaties for the Towns which 
they yet held in their Governments. 
Thoſe of Picardy and Bourgogne, were 
almoſt all reduc'd, either by volunta- 
ry Submiſſion, or by the taking of La- 

Ooo 4 0N, 
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Ant. 1595- oz, Noyon, and the Caſtle of Beaume ; 
and the Duke of Lorrain, prudently 
withdrawing himſelf from a Party, 
which muſt have overwhelm'd him 
under its Ruines, had at laſt obtain'd 
the Peace, which he ſought from the 
King. Inſomuch that there remaind 
only Soifſons, Chaalons upon the Saone, 
Seurre, and the Caſtles of D:joz and 
Talant, to the Duke of Mayenne, who 
ſaw himſelf forſaken by the Head of 
his Family, and the Princes of it, and 
indeed by al thuſe in whom he had 
repos d his confidence, Which not- 
withſtanding, he ſtill hopd, he might 
ſet himſclfup again, by the affiſtance 
of a great Army of 18000 men, which 
Ferdinand de Velaſco , Conſtable of 
Spain, had brought from the Dutchy 
of Mila, into the Frexch County : 
which, in concluſion, only afforded 
new Matter, to increaſe the King's 
Glory, by one of the moſt hazardous; 
but alſo of the moſt glorious Aftions, 
which he ever did perform. 

The new Mareſhal Biroz, havin 
fought ſucceſsfully in Dijon, again 
the Vicount de Tawvannes, whom he 
forc'd toleave the Town, beſieg'd the 

Caſtle, 
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Caſtle, andat the ſame time, the Ca- 4m: 1555. 


ſtle of Talaxt, into which the Enemies 
were retir'd. It being fear'd, that the 
Conſtable of Caſtile with his great 
Army, which was upon the point to 
paſs the Saoze, ſhou'd come upon him, 
there was notice of it given to the 
King, who was already advancd with 
1500 Horſe as far as Troyes, Upon 
this Advertiſement, he came up ſpee- 
dily to D:joz, about the end of Juxe. 
From whence, after he had given all 
neceſſary Orders, for carrying on the 
Siege of the two Caſtles, he march'd 
towards the Some with Mareſhal Bz- 
701, and 7 or 800 Horſe, with deſign 
to ſtop the Conſtable at leaſt for two 
or three days, at the paſſage of the 
River, to tne end that his men might 
have leiſure, to hniſh- the Retrench- 
ments, which he had appointed, to 
hinder any Relief from coming into 
the Caſtles. But being arriv'd near 
the Borough of Foxtain Francoiſe, halt 
way betwixt Dzjoz and Grey, he had 
Intelligence from his Scouts, thatthe 
whole Spaniſh Army, to which the 
Duke of Mayezze had joyn'dall his re- 
maining Forces, having already =_ d 
rene 
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\£9:.1595- the River at Grey, was coming up, 


and juſt ready to fall on him. 

Doubtleſs here was ſufficient occa- 
fion of Fear, even for a great Captain, 
to find himſelf in this terrible Dilem- 
ma : To ſtay and expeCt the Enemy, 
who was twenty times ſtronger than 
himſelf, was extream raſhneſs; to re- 
tire before him in full day, wasalmoſt 
impoſſible to be done, without mani- 
feſt danger of being routed, and cut 
off in his Retreat. Nevertheleſs he 
form'd his Reſolution upon the Place, 
with wonderful preſence of mind,and 
ſhowing a bold countenance to the 
Enemy, as if he had been ſuſtain'd by 
his whole Army, commanded the 
Marſhal to advance with 3oo men, 
who poſſeſſing themſelves of a riſing 
Ground , from whence they chas'd 
about 60 Horſe of the Enemy, diſco- 
ver'd the whole Army of the Spar:- 
ards marching in Battalia, who made 
a Halt on this ſide the Village of Sr. 
Seyne upon the Vigennes. 

Four hundred Horſe of the French 
Troops belonging to the Duke of May- 
exne, and commanded by the Barons 
de Thianges, de Theniſſe, and de Villars 
 Fdou- 
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Army, fuſtain'd by 800 more detach'd 
from a great Body of the Vanguard, 
where the Duke was in Perſon, pur- 
poſely, that he might bring it to the 
ifſfue of a Batte), which the Conſtable 
ſhou'd not be able to avoid. As theſe 
were marching right on to Birop, he 
having the Marqueſs of Mzrebeas on 
one fide, and the Baron of Lyx, on 
the other, each of them commandi 

an 100 Horſe, ſpread them as wide as 
he cou'd poſſible, to hinder himſelf 
from being incompalſs'd, and receiv'd 
the Enemies with his uſual Valour : 
but they being French, old Souldiers, 
and much out-numbring him, imme- 
diately charg'd with ſo much fury, up- 
on the Squadrons of Mirebeauand Lux, 
that they broke into them, and put 
them in Diſorder. The Marſhal was 
not wanting on his ſide, to give ad- 
mirable proofs of his Courage and his 
Conduct, in rallying and ſuſtaining 
his men, who in ſpight of their vigo- 
rous Reſiſtance began to bend. He 
made one particular Charge with ex- 
tream bravery, to diſ-engage the Ba- 


ron de Lux, who was the worſt _ 
C '. 
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] Souldiers, being unhors'd ; but ſeeing 


freſh Squadrons coming on, whereof 
ſome were marching up direQly to 
him, others turning on the right hand 
and on the left, to incloſe Jim, he 
was at laſt conſtrain'd to give ground 
with the reſt, and endeavour to make 
his Retreat, in which he was ſoex- 
treamly preſs'd, that it wanted but 
little of plain flight. And the detach- 
ment which was ſent by the King, to 
receive thoſe who fled, and to ſuſtain 

Biron, ( who wounded as he was in 
the Head, and blood all over, yet dif: 
daining to turn his back, fought re- 

treating, accompanied by very few) 

were as ill handled as the firſt, and 

driven back to the place where the 

King was himfelf in Perſon. 

It was on this occaſion that Great 
Prince perform'd a molt heroick and 
moſt memorable ation : For though 
he ſaw himſelf in the greateſt danger 
imaginable, having in front of him 
near 1200 Horſe in ſix Squadrons, ſu- 
ſftaind by the groſs of the Army, 
which was coming to attaque him ; 
he who had not at that time above 

an 
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an hundred Horſe about him in good 4m; 1595: 


order, far from retiring, which one 
wou'd have thought he ſhou'd have 
endeavour'd, as being able to have 
done it without danger, while the E- 
nemies were employed, either infight- 
ing thoſe who yet made reſiſtance, 
or in purſuing thoſe who fled ; he 
march'd ſtraight forward, bearing his 
Sword aloft, and calling by their 
names the moſt conſiderable Perſons 
who attended him, as the Duke of 
Elbeyf', the Marqueſs of Piſany , de 
Treinel , de Roguelaure , de Chaſteau 
Vieux, De Liencour, de Montigny, a" 
Inteville and de Mirepoix, and invitin 
them to aCt like himſelf, he made ſo 
furious a charge on thoſe who believ'd 
themſelves to be already in poſſeſſion 
of the Victory, that he ſtop'd them 
ſhort, and broke into them, follow'd 
by all his brave Attendants, whoafter 
his example fought like Lyons, and 
puſh'd the Enemy with ſo much vigor, 
that thoſe ſix Squadrons fell back in 
confuſion upon cach other. In the 
heat of this Combat, he kilPd with 
his own hand the valiant Colonel Sa-- 
ſon, who was uſing his uttermoſt en- 
: deayours 
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the Fight : and being ſeconded by B;- 
ron, Who had rallyed about an hun- 
dred and twenty Horſe , and by the 
Duke of Trimouille, who was come up 
tothe Charge in the midſt of the aQti- 
on with his Company of Gendarmes, 
he purſu'd them at full ſpur as 
far as the great Body of Cavalry, 
which the Duke of Mayenze com- 
manded in the Vanguard. And doubt- 
leſs he had not faild to attaque him, 
as he was very deſirous to have done, 
ſeeing his valour ſeconded with ſuch 
700d fortune, if that groſs had not 

en flank'd with two little Copſes, 
lind with Muſqueteers, and ſuſtain'd 


by the whole Spaniſh Army , which 


had certainly overwhelm'd him, in 
caſe they had taken that critical op- 
portunity. . 

In effeA, the Duke of Mayenre ha- 
ving obſerv*d , during the Combar, 
the extreme danger in which the Kio 
had involvd himſelf, which pres 
ing to his heavy maxim, might paſs 
for inconſideration and raſhneſfs, ſent 
three or four times with all imagina« 
ble earneſnels to the — Oy For 

cure 
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deſire him not to let ſlip that favoura- 4m. 1595. 
WARY 


ble minute, but to march as to a cer- 
tain victory ; giving him to under- 
ſtand, that the King having neicher 
Foot nor Cannon, cou'd not poſſibly 
eſcape either from being kilPd, or at 
leaſt from being taken. But whether 
the Caſtilian fear'd the fortune of the 
King, and much more apprehended 
that his whole Army was not far be- 
hind ; or were it the Hatred which 
the Spaniards bore the Duke , who 
for his part hated them not leſs ; or 
perhaps the Vanity and Pride of the 
Conſtable, who cou'd not endure to 
be taught his Duty : *tis certain that 
he abſolutely refus'd to move, but on- 
ly on his Retreat the ſame day, to his 
Quarters at St. Seyxe, and the next 
morning to Grey, The King, who in 
the mean time had rallied all his 
Troops, having ſtill purſued him, till 
he had repaſs'd the Saoze. 

Thus it may be ſaid, that in this 
famous Skirmiſh at Fonrtain Francoiſe, 
the happy ſucceſs of which is wholly 
to be attributed to the incomparable 
Valour of the King, he pertorm'd an 
Attion not unlike chat of the great 


AC* 
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Macchabee, who with 800 men, durſt 
bear up againſt a numerous Army ; 
with this difference notwithſtanding, 
that the Jewiſþ Hero was loſt in bs 
too eager proſecution of his Victory, 
but ours, on the contrary, return'd 
from the purſuit of his flying Enemies, 
cover'd with Glory, after he had dri- 
ven a powerful Army out of his King- 
dom, with an handful of men, not 
exceeding the number of 6 or 700. 
This was the laſt Enterprize of the 
League, which was thgn gaſping in 
the pangs of death, and expir'd imme- 
diately after ir. For the Duke of 
Mayenne, 1a deſpair to ſee himſelf a- 
bandon'd by the Conſtable, with no 
hope of recovery in his Aﬀairs, was 
upon the point of taking a Journey in- 
to Spain, and throwing himſelf into 
the Arms of King Phil;p, with inten- 
tion to inform him of the Malice and 
Cowardile of thoſe, whom he intruſt- 
ed with the Command of his Armies, 
when the King, willing by an admira- 
ble effeft of his Goodneſs, to with- 
draw his vanquiſh'd Enemy from the 
ſteep of that Precipice, where he was 
ſeeking his deſtruQtion, let him un- 


der- 
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him into Grace, and grant him, in 
that his low eſtate, very advantagi- 
ous Conditions; that while the Trea- 
ty betwixt them was depending, he 
might ſtay at Chil/oz on the Saone, the 
only good Town remaining to him in 
Bourgogne, and take his word for his 
ſecurity. And the Duke to anſwer 
this Generoſity,as much as lay in him, 
accepting this Offer, gave immediate 
Order, that the Caſtles of D#joz and 
Talant ſhou'd be ſurrendred. But 
what was moſt admirable in this pro- 
cedure of the King, was, that to lave 
the Honour of that Prince, who had 
engag'd himſelf by Oath, not to ac- 
knowledge him, till he had receiv'd 
Abſolution from the Pope, he deferrd 
the concluſion of his Treaty, till he 
had obtain'd it from his Holineſs ; at- 
ter which, in the beginning of the 
year enſuing, he made an EdiCt in his 
Favour. 

It was not, indeed, ſo advantagi- 
ous as-it might have been, if he cou'd 
have reſolv'd to have accepted thaſe 
Propoſitions ſooner, which were of- 
fer'd him more than once ; at a time, 
Ppp when 
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Ann. 1555- ywhen he might have treated not only 
for himſelt, but for ail that powertul 
Party which he hcaded. Yet it was 
infinitely beyond whar he cou'd reaſo. 
nably have expected at that time : for, 
in conſideration, that he had always 
oppos'd the pernicious Deligns of the 
Sixteen,and of the Span74rds, and that 
making War like a man of Honour, 
he had conſtantly ſpoken of the King 


with great ReſpeQ, as one who inh:- 
nitely eſteem'd his Perſon, his Merit, 
and his Quality ; the ting who valu- 
ed him exceeding'y, granted, in his 
favour, (cven againſt the opinion of 
the greateſt part of his Counſel) that 
Edict, in which, making very honou- 


rable mention of him, and commend 
ing theZeal, which he always had for 
the preſervation of the Catholick Re- 
ligion, and the Monarchy in its entire 
eſtate, hegranted him zmongſt other 
things, ( belides an Amneſty of the 
paſt, the re-eſtabliſhment of himſelf 
and his Friends, in all rheir Poſſeſſions, 
the Towns of S2/ſozs, Seurre, and Cha- 
ton on the Saone, for his lecurity ) 4 
Declaration, importing thar he had 
a9 Accutation either againſt himlelf, 

or 
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or the Princes and Princeſſes of his 
Family, touchiag the Parricide com- 
mitted on the Perſo » of the lareKing ; 
and that he __ 4 himſelt and his Suc- 
cellors, to the payment of all Debts 
which he had contratted , as well 
without the Kingdom as within it, to 
make War againlt him. 

After this, the Duke. going to pay 
his Reſpets to him at Myaceaux, was 
received with great Honour, and te- 
ſtimony of Aﬀettion : and it h: appen- 
ing, that the King in walking with 
him, at his ordinary rate, w hich was 
very {wifr, that poor Prince , who 
was fat and unwieldy, grew out of 
breath, freely told him. That he was 
quite ſþrut , and © 4d 00 a1 (arther : 
The King embracing him, ſaid only 


this : Bow my On part, Co I roar 
to you, this is a = [C5 ea Twill, Ver 
take on you, for all th: LO {you hawe 

aone F// 46 wh-:z **).'8 FE. 1 7 'f the 


Leegue. Thus , The ke] heing 
charm''d wich ſo much Generotiry and 
Goodneſs, which won upon his Na- 
ture, devoted himſelf wholly ro his 
ſervice, and ſerv*d him afterwards to 
his great advantage, eſccially againſt 
Ppp 2 the 


937 


Ann. 1 $96. 
WON 


958 


The Hiſtory of the League. 


Am. 1555. the Spaniards, 1n the retaking of Lz 


Fere and Amiens. 

Now, after this Agreement, there 
remain'd no more towards the total 
extinguiſhment of that great Fire, 
which had ſpread it ſelf through all 
the Kingdom, than the reduction of 
the Dukes of Merceur and of Foyenſe, 
who yet held for the Le-a2me, the one 
in Bretagne, and the other in Lang ue- 
doc. For, as to the Town of Marſcil- 
tes, ( which the Duke of Guiſe , to 
whom the King had given that Go- 
vernment of Provexce , had retaken 
from the Rebels, it being then under 
the dominion of two petty Tyrants, 
who acknowledg'd neither the King, 
nor the Duke of Mayenze, and who 
wou'd have given it up to the Spaxi- 
ards) the Hiſtory of its Deliverance, 
belongs not to that of the League : for 
the Dukeof Jozeſe, three years were 
already paſt, when after the deathof 
his Brother, who was drown'd in the 
Tarn, when he had been forc'd in his 
Retrenchments at the Siege of Ville- 
mur, he was returnd from Father As- 
ge the Capuchin,to be Duke of Fozeuſe, 
and General of the League in Langue- 
dos, 
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doc. This change of his was made, at 4m. 156. 


the earneſt Solicitations, ofthe Facul- 
q of Divines in Tholouſe ; the Do- 
ors, ( who were conſulted on this 
Caſe of Conſcience, andeſpecially his 
Brother the Cardinal, who after the 
death of the late King, was enter'd 
into the Party of the League ) havin 
declar'd to him, that he was obligd, 
under pain of mortal Sin, toaccept of 
that Employment, for the good of Re- 
ligion. Yet he wou'd not take it, 
without a Diſpenſation from the Pope, 
who transferr'd him from the Order 
of St. Francis, to that of St. John of 
Jeruſalem. He had maintain'd, till 
that time, the Party of the Unzoz1n 
that Province, as well as he was able ; 
but when he ſaw, that the greateſt 
part of the Towns, made their volun- 
tary ſubmiſſion, after the Converſion 
of the King; and that thoſe few Offt- 
cers of Parliament , who were re- 
maining at 7 h-/osſe, were reſolv'd, in 
caſe he wou'd not accommodate him- 
ſelf to them, that they wou'd joyn 
with the Members of their Company, 
who, during the Troubles, were re- 
tir'd to Caſtle Sarazin, and B:ſiers. He 
Ppp 3 made 


37 i a 
;/:ory of the League. 
made [is Ireaty, and 1n 'annary ob- 
taind from the (inn the ſame man- 
ner as the Duke of Alayenm had aone, 


. an Edict in favour ot him, by which 


he was made Marſhal of Frazce, and 
Lieutenant of the king 1a Laagneadoc, 
and Thlo;f-, and the other Towns of 
that Province, which yer held for the 
Leanne. 

He livd for three years afterwards, 
in the midſt of the Pomps. Pleaſures, 
and Vanities of the World. Bur it 
caus'd a wonderful Surprize , when 
after he had folemniz'd with great 
Magniticence, the Marriage of Ins on- 
ly Daughter, H:2ricrte Char 'otte, on 
ly Heir ot that rich and luſtrive 
Houſe of Joxesſ-, with Hz ry Duke 

of Moatp: or, it was told, on the le. 
cond Tueſday of Lent, by the Capu- 
chin who preach at Se. Germain a 
Anxerrois, that having for the ſecond 
time, renounc'd the W orld, he was 
returnd the laſt night into the Cloi- 
ſter, trom whence he had departed 
cight ornine years before, for the ſer- 
vice of Religion, as he believ'd : but 
at the Jaſt, his Mind having been en- 
liighten'd by God's holy Spirit, and be- 
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ing ſtrongly wrought upon by the Im- 4m: 1555. 


puiſes of his Grace, he had reſolv'd 
ro do Juſtice on himſelf; conſidering, 
in the preſence of God, that the Mo- 
tiveon which the Pope had given him 
the Diſpenlation, no lonyer lubſiſting, 
it was his dury dealing (incerely with 
God, who is not to be deceivd, no 
longer to make uſe of it, when the 
Cauſes which ſupported it, were no 
more in being. For which Reaſons, 
he piouſly refolv'd, to reſume his an- 
cient Habit of Penitence, in which, 
after he had edited all Paris, by his 
rare Vertues, and his fervent Sermons, 
he dy'd in our days, a moſt religious 
Death. 

All that now remain'd, was to re- 
duce the Duke of M-rcerr ; which 
was indeed, to give the fatal Blow to 
the L.-4a2%e, and ro cut off the laſt 
Head of that monſtrous Hydra. That 
Prince, who was Son to the Count of 
Iaud-mont , and Brother of Queen 
Lowf-, Wife to the late King, being 
carried away wi:hthe furious Forrent 
of the Lea2ue, after the death of the 
Guiſs, following the example of the 
other Princes of his Family,had causd 
PPP 4 al- 
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almoſt a general Revolt in his Govern- 
ment of Brezagne , where he made 
War for almoſt ten years, with For- 
tune not unlike that of the Duke of 
Mayenne, but with much greater Ob. 
ſtinacy. For moieties that in 
the declination of the Leagne, he had 
loſt the greateſt part of his Towns, 
which were either taken from him, or 
of their own accord forſook his Party, 
yer he ſtill fed his Imagination with 
_—_— Hopes,that this fair Dutchy, 
to which he had ſome Pretenſions in 
right of his Wife, might at laſt re- 
main in his poſſeſſion, by ſome favou- 
rable revolution of Fortune, in caſe 
the War continued. But when he 
ſaw the King approaching Bret az xe, 
with ſuch Forces, as there was no ap- 
pearance of reſiſting, he made his Ap- 
plications to the Dutcheſs of Beanforr, 
to whom he offer'd the Princeſs his on- 
ly Daughter, for the young Duke of 
Vandome her Son. And it was in con- 
ſideration of that Marriage, that ſhe 
obtain'd from the King, an Edi@ yet 
more honourable, and at leaſt as ad- 
vantagious as that which ſhe had ob- 
tain'd for the Duke of Mayenre, —_ 
{he 
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ſhe deſir'd to have in her Intereſts, de- 4m. 1558. 


figaing to make her ſelf powerful 
Friends, by whoſe aſſiſtance ſhe might 
compaſs her high Pretenſions, which 
all vaniſh'd by her ſudden Death, in 
the year enſuing. 

Thus ended the League, by the re- 
duQtion of the Duke of Mcrc.eur, who 
had this advantage above all the Prin- 
ces of that Party, that his Accommo- 
dation was follow'd by an Employ- 
ment, wherein he obtain'd all the 
Glory, that a Chriſtian Hero cou'd 
deſire, and which has recommended 
his Name to late Poſterity. For the 
Emperor Rod»{phus, diflatisfy'd with 
his German Generals, who had ſerv'd 
him ill againſt the Turks, and being 
inform'd ofthe rareMerit of this Prince, 
having entertain'd him with leave 
from the King , and given him the 
Command of his Forces in Hungary, 
he extended his Reputation through 
all Chriſtendom, by his wonderful 
Exploits in War : particularly in the 
famous Retreat of Caniſia, with 1500 
men, before an Army of 60000 Tarks ; 
at the taking of 4/ba Regalis, and at 
the Battel wherein he defeated the I- 
fidels, 
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Am. 1598. fidels, who came to the relief of their 


men belicgd in that City. And be- 
inz upon his return to Fraxce, after ſo 
many heroick Actions, it pleas d God 
to reward him, with another Crown 
of Glory. infinitely ſurpaſſing that on 
Earth, and to receive him into Hea- 
ven,by means of a contagious Dilcaſe, 
which took him from the World at 
Nuremberg. 

The King was not yet fatisfy'd, to 
have wholly extinguiſhd that Fire- 
brand of Civil War, which the Leaoue 
had lighted up in all the Provinces of 
France, he farther delird, in order to 
che lecurity and quiet of his People, 
after {> great Troubles, to make an 
end of foreign War, which he accom- 
pliſh'd not long after the Treaty of the 
Duke of M-rcenr , by the Peace of 
Yeruins. Sincethat War which was 
openly made againſt the Spaniard, du- 
ring the ſpace of four years, had no- 
thing of relation to the Leazxe, nor 
the Peace which concluded it, I ſhall 
forbear any mention of it in this Hiſto- 
ry, that I may not exceed the Limits 
of my Subject. TI ſhall only ſay, that 
after the Spaniard had been obligd by 
Ver- 
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yertue of the Articles of Peace, to re- Am. 1558. 
wo 


ſtore all the Places, which he had ta- 
ken from us, or that had been baſely 
given up to him, during our Troubles, 
we have ſeen, lince that time, under 
the glorious Reigns of the Bourbons, 
that imperial Houſe ſtill increafing 
with the Frexch Monarchy, by Peace 
and War, in Greatneſs, in Power, and 
in Wealth, even till this preſent time, 
when Lo» the Great, by his victori- 
ous Arms, and by his Laws, has raisd 
it to the higheſt pitch of Glory, on 
the Ruines of thoſe who had attempt- 
ed its deſtruction by the League. A 
wonderful effe&t of the divine Provi- 
dence and Juſtice ; and a plain de- 
monſtration to all SubjeCts, that they 
arc indiſpenſably obligd, to give to 

Ceſar what belongs to C ſw ; and that 
with good Reaſon, founded on the 
expreſs Commands of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the fourth Council of Tolrds, inſpir'd 
by God's holy Spirit, has made a De- 
cree, againſt ſuch kind of Leagners, 
containing , That whoever ſhall "have 
violated by any League, the Oath of Al- 
koiance, by which he is bound to main- 
tain the ſtate of his Conntrey aud of his 
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Ring, or ſhall have made any Attempt 
4ainft his ſacred Perſon, or endeavour d 
fo depoſe him, and tyrannically »ſurpd 
the Soveraign Power, let him be Ana- 
thema before God the Father and his ho- 
ly Angels ; —before Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ; —before the holy Ghoſt and the 
Martyrs ;—let him be cut off from the 
Catholick Church, which he has profan'd 
by his execrable Perjury ; and let him be 
excluded from the Company of the Faith- 
futb, together with all hoſe who have been 
partakers of his Impiety ; for tis moſt 
Juſt that they who are Accomplices, and 
guilty of the ſame Crime, ſhow'd alſo be 
involyd in the ſame Puniſhment. 


ab... 4-44 


THE 


POSTSCRIPT 


Of the 
TRANSLATOR. 


Hat Government generally 
conlider'd, is of divine Au- 
thority, will admit of no 


diſpute : For whoever will 
ſeriouſly conſider, that no man has 
naturally a right over his own Life, 
ſo as to murder himſelf; will find by 
conſequence, that he has no right to 
take away anothers Life; and that 
no paQt betwixt man and man, or of 
Corporations and Individuals , or of 
Soveraigns and Subjects, can intitle 
themto this right . So that no Offend- 
er can lawfully, and without fin, be 
puniſh'd, unleſs that power be deriv'd 
from God. *Tis He who has commil- 
fion'd Magiſtrates, and authoriz'd 
them to prevent future Crimes b 
punithing Offenders, and to redreſs 
the injur'd by diſtributive Juſtice : 
$ubjeCts therefore are accountable to 
Superiors, 
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Supertors, and the Superior to Him 
alone. For the Soveraign being once 
invelted with lawful Authoricy, the 
Subjef&t has irrevocably given up his 
power, and the dependance of a Mo- 
narch is alone on God, A King, at 
his Coronation, {wears to govern his 
Subjets by the Laws ot the Land, 
and to maintain the ſeveral Orders of 
Men under him, in their lawful pri- 
viledges; and thoſe Orders [wear Al- 
legiance and Fidelity to him , but 
with this diſtinction, that the failure 
of the People is puniſhable by the 
King, that of the King 1s only puniſh- 
able by the King of Kings. The Peo. 
ple then are not Judges of good or 
il] adminiſtration in their King ; for 
tis inconſiſtent with the Nature of 
Soveraignty, that they ſhoud be fo : 
And if at ſome times they ſuffer, 
through the irregularities of a bad 
Prince, they enjoy more often the 
benefits and advantages of a good one, 
as God in his Providence ſhall dif- 
poſe, either for their bleſſing or their 
puniſhment, The advantages, and 
diſadvantages of ſuch ſubjection are 
fapposd to have beea firſt conſider'd, 
and 
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and upon this ballance they have gi- 


ven up their power without a capaci- 
ty of reſumption : So that it 1s in 
vain for a Common-wealth Party to 
plead, that men , tor example, now 
in being, cannot bind their Poſterity 
or give up their power : For if Sub- 
jects can ſwear only for themſelves, 
when the Father dyes the ſubjeQion 
ends, and the Son who has not ſworn 
can be no Traytor or Offender, either 
to the King or to the Laws. And at 
this rate a long-l1v'd Prince may out- 
live his Soveraignty, and be no long- 
er lawfully a King : But in the mean 
time, *ris evident that the Son enjoys 
the benefit of the Laws and Govern- 
ment, which is an implicit acknow- 
ledgment of ſubjection. *Tis endleſs 
to run through all the extravagancies 
of theſe men, and 'tis enough for us 
that we are ſettled under a Lawtul 
Government of a Molt Gracious 
Prince ; that our Monarchy 1s Here- 
ditary ; that it is naturally poiz'd by 
our municipal Laws, with equal be- 
nefit of Prince and People ; that he 
Governs as he has promis'd by expli- 


cit Laws; and what the Laws are li- 
kat 
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lent in, I think I may conclude to be 
part of his Prerogative ; for what the 
King has not granted away, 1s inhe- 
ecnt inhim. The point of Succeſſion 
has ſufficiently been diſcuſsd , both 
as to the Right of it, and to the inte- 
reſt of the People : One main Argu- 
ment of the other ſide is, how often 
it has been remov'd from the Right 
Line? As in the caſe of King Stephen, 
and of Henry the Fourth, and his De- 
ſcendants of the Houſe of Lancaſter. 
But *tis eaſie to anſwer them , that 
matter of Faq, and matter of Right, 
are different Conſiderations ; Both 
thoſe Kings were but Ulſurpers in ef- 
fet, and the Providence of God re- 
ſtord the Poſterities of thoſe who 
were diſpoſſeſs'd. By the ſame Ar- 
gument they might as well juſtite 
the Rebellion and Murder of the Late 
King : For there was not only a 
Prince inhumanly put to death, but 
a Government overturnd ; and firſt 
an Arbitrary Common-wealth, then 
two Uſurpers ſet up againſt the Law- 
ful Soveraign; but to our happineſs 
the fame Providence has miraculouſly 
reſtor'd the Right Heir, and to their 
confuſion, 
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confuſion , as miraculouſly preſery?d 
him. In this preſent Hiſtory, to go 
no further, we ſee Henry the Third, 
by a Decree of the Sorbonne, divelted, 
what in them lay , of his Imperial 
Rights, a Parliament of Paris , ſuch 
another as our firſt long Parliament, 
confirming their Decree, a Pope au- 
thoriſing all this by his Excommuni- 
cation, and an Holy League and Co- 
venant , proſecuting this Depoſition 
by Arms : Yet an untimely death on- 
ly hindred him from reſeating himſelf 
in Glory on the Throne, after he was 
in manifeſt poſſeſſion of the Vifttory. 
We ſee alſo the ſame Sorboniſts, the 
ſame Pope, Parliament, and League, 
with greater force oppoling the un- 
doubted Right of King Hexry the 
Fourth ; and we ſee him, in the end, 
ſurmounting all theſe difficulties, and 
triumphing over all theſe dangers. 
God Almighty taking care of his own 
Anointed, and the True Succeſhon : 
Neither the Papi/# nor Presbyteri- 
an Aſſociation prevailing at the laſt in 
their attempts, but both baff'd and 
ruin'd, and the whole Rebellion end- 
ing either in the ſubmiſſion, or deſtru- 


ction of the Conſpirators, | 
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'Tis true, as my Author has ob- 
ſerv'd in the beginning of his Aliſtory, 
that before the Catholick League, or 
Holy Union, which is the SubjeGt of 
this Book, there was a League or 
Combination of Hugnenots , againſt 
the Government of Frazce, which 
produc'd the Conſpiracy of Amboiſe ; 
and the Calviniſt Preachers (as M:z- 
ray , a moſt impartial Hiſtorian, in- 
forms us) gave their opinion, that 
they might take up Arms in their 
own defence, and make way for a 
free acceſs to the King , to preſent 
their Remonſtrances : But it was or- 
der'd at the ſame time, that the 
ſhou'd ſeize on the Duke of Gu, 
and the Cardinal of Lorrarz his Bio- 
ther, who were then Chief Miniſters, 
that they might be brought to Tryal 
by proceſs before the States ; but he 
adds immediately, who cou'd anſwer 
for them, that the Priſoners ſhou'd 
not have been kilPd out of hand, and 
that they woud not have made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Queen Mother's 
Perſon, and of the young Kings, 
which was laid afterwards to their 
eharge? The conceald Heads of this 
Conſpi- 
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Conſpiracy , were Lews Prince of 
Conde, and the famous Admiral de Co- 
lieny ; who being diſcontented at 
Court , becauſe their Enemies the 
Guiſ-s had the management of affairs, 
under the Queen Regent, to their ex- 
clulion, and being before turn'd Cat 
viniſts ; made uſe of that Rebellious 
Set, and the pretence of Religion, 
to cover their Ambition and Revenge. 
The ſame Mez?ray tells us in one of 
the next Pages, That the name of 
Huguenots or Fidnos (from whence 1t 
was corrupted) ſignifies Leagne or 4/- 
ſociation, in the Swiſſe Language ; and 
was brought, together with the SeCt, 
from Gezeva into France, But from 
whenceſoever they had their name, 
tis moſt certain that peſtilent race of 
people cannot by their principles, be 
good SubjeQts : For whatever inforcd 
Obedience they pay to Authority , 
they believe their Claſs above the 
King ; and how they wou'd order him 
if they had him in their power, our 
Moſt Gracious Soveraign has ſuffici- 
ently experienc'd when he was 1n 
Scotland, As for their boaſt that 
they brought him in, *ctis much as 

Qqq 2 true, 
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true, as that of the Ca/vini/ts, who 
pretend, as my Author tells you in 
his Preface , That they ſeated his 
Grandfather FH n/y the Fourth upon 
the Throne. For both Fr:»ch and 
En2liſh Presbyterians were fundamen. 
tally and pratically Rebels ; and the 
French have this advantage over ours, 
that they came in to the aid of H-,»y 
the Third, at his greateſt need, or 
rather were brought over by the 
King of Navary: their declard Head, 
on a proſpe&t of great advantage to 
their Religion ; whereas ours , never 
inclin'd to the Kings Reftarrari on, 
till themſelves had been trodden on- 
derfoot by the [:4:1c;rdont Party, and 
till the voice of three Nations call 
aloud for him, thar is to ſky, when 
they had no poſhili: y of keeping 
him any longer out of F-2/a7/. But 
the beginning of Leagues , Unions , 
and Aſſociations, by thoſe who call'd 
themſelves Gods People, for -Refor- 
mation of Religious Worſhip , and 
for the redreſs of pretended Griev- 
ances in 'the State, is of a higher 
riſe, and is juſtly to be dated from 
Luther's time ; and the private Spirit, 
or 
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or the gift of interpreting Scriptures 
by private Perſons, without Learn- 
ing, was certainly the Original Cauſe 
of ſuch Cabals in the Reform'd 
Churches : So dangerous an inſtru» 
ment of Rebellion 15 the Holy Scri- 
pture, in the hands of ignorant and 
bigoted men. . 

The Anab:pti/s of (Zermany led up 
the Dance, who had always in their 
mouths, Faith, Charity, the Fear of 
God, and mortifications of the Fleſh; 
Prayers, Faſtings, Meditations, con- 
tempt of Riches and Honours were 
their firſt ſpectous prattices : From 
thence they grew up by lirtle and lit- 
tle to a ſeparation from other men, 
who according to their Pharifaical 
account, were lels holy rhan them- 
ſelves; and Decency, Civility, neat- 
neſs of Attire, good Furniture and 
Ord:r in their Houſes, were the 


brands of carnul-minded men. Then 


they - proceeded to nick-name the 
days of the Weeks, and Sunday, Moz- 
air, Ty:ſiay, &c. as Heathen names, 
muſt be rejected for the Firſt, Second, 
and Third Days, ciltinguiſhing only 
by their numbers. Thus they began 
QqQq3 _ 


9 


The Poſtſcript. 


to play, as it were, at crols purpoſes 
with mankind ; and to do every 
thing by contraries, that they might 
be eſteemd more godly and more 
illuminated. It had been a wonder, 
conſidering their fanciful perfeCtions, 
if they had ſtoppd here. They were 
now knowing and pure enough to 
extend their private Reformation to 
the Church and State ; for Gods peo- 

le love always to be dealing as well in 
| ter as Spiriruals ; or rather, 
they love to be fin:zring Spirituals, in 
order to their graſping Temporals, 
Therefore _ had the impudence to 
pretend to Inſpiration in the —_ 
tion of Scriptures ; a trick which 
ſince that time has been familiarly 
us'd by every Sect, inits turn, to ad- 
vance their intereſts, Not content 
withthis, they aſſum'd to themſelves 
a. more particular intimacy with Gods 
Holy Spirit; as if it guided them, e- 
ven beyond the power of the Scri- 
ptures, to know more of him than 
was therein taught : For now the 
Bible began to be a dead Letter, of it 
ſelf; and no virtue was attributed to 
the reading of it, but all to the in- 
ward 
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ward man , the call of the Holy 
Ghoſt , and the ingrafting of the 
Word, opening their Underſtanding 
to hidden Myſteries by Faith : And 
here the Mountebank way of canting 
words came firſt in uſe : as if there 
were ſomething more in Religion 
than cou'd be expreſs'd in intelligible 
terms, or Nonſence were the way to 
Heaven. This of neceſſity muſt breed 
diviſions amongſt them ; for every 
mans Inſpiration being particular to 
himſelf, muſt claſh with anothers, 
who ſet up for the ſame qualification ; 
the Holy Ghoſt being infallible in 
all alike , though he ſpoke contra- 
ditions in ſeveral mouths : Burt they 
had a way of licking one another 
whole ; miſtakes were to be forgiven 
to weak Brethren ; the failing was 
excusd for the right intention ; he 
who was more illuminated , wou'd 
allow ſome light to be in the leſs, and 
degrees were made in contradictory 
Propoſitions. Bur Godfathers and 
Godmothers, by common conſent, 
were already ſet aſide, together with 
the obſervation of Feſtivals, which 
they ſaid were of Aztichriſtian Inſti- 
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tution. They began at laſt to Preach 
openly, that they had no other King 
but Chriſt, and by conſequence, 
Earthly Magiſtrates were out of 
doors : All the gracious Promiſes in 
Scripture they apply'd to themlelves, 
as Cods choſen, and all the Judg- 
ments were the portion of their Ene- 
mies. Theſe impicties were at liſt 
unregarded, and afterwards toicrated 
by their Soveraigns : And Ln:ther him- 
{elf made requeſt to the Duke of Sx: 
ony, to deal tavourably with them, as 
honeſt-meaning men who were mul- 
Jed. But in the end, when by theſe 
yung pretences they had gatherd 
rength, they who had before con- 
cluded, that Chriſt was the only King 
on Earth, and at the ſame time al- 
ſum'd to themſelves, that Chriſt was 
theirs; inferr'd by good conſequence, 
that they were co maintain their 
King; and not only ſo, but to propa- 
gate that belicf in others ; for what 
God wills, man mult obey : And for 
that reaſon they entred into a League 
- of Aſſociation amongſt themſelves , 
to deliver their 1/-ac/ out of Egypt ; 
to ſeize Canaey, and to turn the Ido- 
laters 
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laters out of poſſeſſicn. Thus you ſee 
by what degrees of Saintihip they 
grew up into Rebellion, under their 
Succeſſive Heads, Muncer , Phifer , 
John of Leyden, and Kypipperdolling, 
where, what Violences , Impieties, 
and Sacriledges they committed , 
thoſe who are not ſatisfied, may read 
in Sleyday. The general Tradition is, 
that afcer they had been belieg'd in 
Munſter, and were forc'd by aflault, 
their Ringleaders being puniſh'd, and 
they duyſpersd ; two Ships-lading of 
theſe precious Saints was diſembogu'd 
in Scorlaud, where they ſet up again, 
and broach'd anew their pernicious 
Principles. Ii this be true, we ma 

eaſily perceive on what a Noble ſtock 
Presbytery was gralted. From Scot- 
land they had a bleſſed paſſage into 
Enzland ; or at leaſt arriving here 
from other parts, they ſoon came to 
a conſiderable increaſe. Calvin , to 
do him right, writ to King Edward 
the Sixth, a ſharp Letter againſt theſe 
People ; but ours Presbyterians after 
him, have been content to make uſe 
of them in the late Civil Wars , 
where they and all the reſt of the 
Sectaries 
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SeCtaries were joynd in the Good 01d 
Cauſe of Rebellion againſt His Late 
Majeſty ; though they cou'd not a- 
gree about dividing the Spoyls, when 
they had obtain'd the Victory : And 
*tis impoſſible they ever ſhou'd ; for all 
claiming to the Spirit , no Party will 
ſuffer another to be uppermoſt, nor 
indeed will they tolerate each other ; 
becauſe the Scriptures interpreted by 
each to their own purpoſe, is always 
the beſt weapon in the ſtrongeſt 
hand : Obſerve them all along, and 
Providence is {till the prevailing Ar- 
gument : They who happen to be in 
power, will ever urge it againſt thoſe 
who are undermoſt ; as they who are 
depreſsd , will never fail to call it 
Perſecution. They are never united 
but in Adverlity, for cold gathers to- 
gether Bodies of contrary Natures , 
and warmth divides them. 

How Presbytery was tranſplanted 
into E2/2nd, TI have formerly related 
out of good Authors. The Perſecu- 
tion ariſing in Queen Mary's Reign, 
forc'd many Proteſtants out of their 
Native Country into Foreign parts, 
where Calviniſm having already taken 
root 
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root (as at Fraxcfort, Strasburg , and 
Geneva ) thoſe Exiles grew tainted 
with that new Diſcipline ; and re- 
turning in the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, ſpread the conta- 
gion of it both amongſt the Clergy 
and Laity of this Nation. 
' Any man who will look into the 
Tenets of the firſt SeQtaries, will find 
theſe to be more or leſs embued with 
them : Here they were ſupported un- 
derhand by Great Men for private 1n- 
tereſts : What trouble they gave that 
Queen, and how ſhe curb'd them, 
is notorioully known to all who are 
converſant in the Hiſtori:s of thoſe 
times. How King James was plagud 
with them is known as well, to any 
man who has read the Reverend and 
Sincere Sporſivood : And how they 
were baffled by the Church of Exz- 
lard, in a Diſputation which he al- 
lowed them at Hampton-Conrt, even to 
the Converſion of Dr. Spar{s,who was 
one of the two Diſputants of their Par- 
ty, and afterwards writ againſt them, 
any one who pleaſes may be ſatisfied. 
The Agreement of their Principles 
with the tierceſt Jeſuits, is as calle - 
c 
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be demonſtrated , and has already 
been done by ſeveral hands : I will 
only mention ſome tew of them, to 
ſhow how well prepar'd they came 
to that ſolemn Covenant of theirs, 
which they borrow'd firſt from the 
Holy League of France ; and have 
lately copied out again in their in- 
tended Afociation againſt his pre- 
ſent Majeſty. 

Bellarmine, as the Author of this 
Hiſtory has told you , was himlelt a 
Preacher for the Le4-+ in Paris, du- 
ring the Rebellion there, in the Reign 
of King Hezry the Fourth. Some of 
his Principles are theſe following. 

In the Kinsdoms of Men, the Power 
of the Kjns i from the People, becauſ: 
the Feople make the Kjnz : Obſerving 
that he ſays, I» the Kino doms of Men, 
there is no doubt but he reſtrains this 
Principle to the ſubordination of the 
Pope : For his Holineſs, in that Re- 
bellion, as you have read, was de- 
clar'd Protector of the League : So 
that the Pope firſt Excommunicates 
( which is the Outlawry of the 
Church) and by virtue of this Ex- 
communication, the People are leſt 
to 
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to their own natural liberty, and may 
without farther Proceſs from Rome 
depole him. 

Accordingly you ſee it praCtis'd, in 
the ſame Inſtance : Pope Sx7: firſt 
thunderſtruck King Hexry the Third, 
and the King of Navarre ; then the 
Sorboune make Decrees , that they 
have ſucceſſively forfeited theCrown; 
the Parliament verihes theſe Decrees, 
and the Pope is petitiond to confirm 
the ſence of the Nation ; that is, of 
the Rebels. . 

' But have related this too favoura- 

bly for B-llarmine ; for we hear him 
in another place, poſitively affirming 
it as matter of Faith, If any Chriſtian 
Prince ſhall depart from the Catholick Re- 
lizion, and ſhall vithtraw others from it, 
he immediately firfeits all Power and 
Djonity, even before the Pope has pro- 
noun: d Sentence on him ; and his Sub- 
jects, in caſe they have power to do it, 
may and ous ht to caſt out ſuch an FHere- 
tick, from his Soveraignty over Chriſti- 
ans. 

Now conſonant to this is Buchanar's 
Principle, That the People may confer 


the Government on whom they pleaſe . 
And 
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And the Maxim of Kzox, That if 
Princes be Tyrants againſt God and his 
Truth, their Subjeits are releas d from 
their Oath of Obedience. And Good- 
man's, That when Magiſtrates ceaſe to 
do their Duties, God gives the Sword in- 
to the Peoples hand; : evil Princes onght 
to be depos'd by inferior Magiſtrates ; and 
a private man, having an inward Call, 
may kill a Tyrant. 

'Tis the work of a Scavenger, to 
rake together and carry off all theſe 

Dunghills ; they are eaſe to be found 
at the Doors of all our Sets, and all 
our Atheiſtical Commonwealths men. 
And, beſides, 'tis a needleſs labour ; 
they are ſo far from diſowning ſuch 
Politions, that they glory in them ; 
and wear them like Marks of Honour, 
as an [z4ian does a Ring in his Noſe, 
or a Soul11nian a Belt of Garbidge. In 
the mean time I appeal ro any impar- 
tial man, whether men of ſuch Princi- 

ples can reaſonably expect any Favour 

from the Government in which they 
live, and which Viper-like they wou'd 
devour. 

What I have remark'd of them 1s 

RO More than neceſſary, to ſhow how 
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aptly their Principles are ſuited to their 
Practices : The Hiſtory it ſelf has ſuf- 
ficiently diſcover'd to the unbiaſs'd 
Reader, that both the laſt Rebellion, 
and this preſent Conſpiracy, ( which 
15 the myſtery of Iniquity till work- 
ing in the three Nations ) were orl- 
ginally founded on the French League : 
that was their Model, according to 
which they built their Babe/. You 
have ſeen how warily the firſt Aﬀoci- 
ation in Picardy was worded : nothing 
was to be attempted but for the King's 
Service, and an Acknowledgement 
was formally made, that both the 
Right and Power of the Government 
was in him: but it was pretended, 
that by occaſion of the true Proteſtant 
Rebels, the Crown was not any long- 
er 1n condition, either of maintaining 
it ſelf, or proteQting them. And that 
therefore in the Name of God, and by 
the Power of the holy Ghoſt, they 
joyn'd together in their own Defence, 
and that of their Religion. But all 
this while, though they wou'd feem 
to aft by the King's Authority, and 
under him, the Combination was kept 
as ſecret as poſſibly they cou'd, and 
even 
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even without the participation of the 
Soveraign; a ſure Sign, that they in- 
tended him no good at the bottom, 
Nay, they had an Evaſion ready too, 
againſt his Authority ; for *tis plain, 
they joyn'd Humieres, the Governour 
of the Province, in Commiſſion with 
him ; and only nam'd the King for 
ſhow ; but engagd themſelves at the 
ſame time to his Lieutenant, to be 
obedient to all his Commands ; levy- 
ing Men and Money , without the 
King's Knowledge, or any Law, bur 
what they made among themſelves. 
So, that in effe&t, the Rebellion and 
Combination of the H»29297s , was 
only a leading Card, and an example 
to the Papi/ts, to rebel, on their (ide. 
And there was only this difterence in 
the Cauſe, that the Ca/vini/ts fet up 
for their Reformation, by the ſuperi- 
or Power of Religion, and inherent 
Right of the People, againſt the King 
and Pope. The Papiſts pretended the 
ſame popular Right for their Rebelli- 
on againſt the King, and for the ſame 
end of Reformation, only they fac'd 
it, with Church and Pope, 
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Our Settaries,and Long Parliament 
of 41, had certainly theſe French Pre- 
cedents in their eye. They copy'd 
their Methods of Rebellion ; at firſt 
with great profeſſions of Duty and Af- 
fettion to the King ; all they did was 
in order to make him glorious ; all 
that was done againſt him was pre- 
tended to be under his Authority and 
in his Name ; and even the War they 
raisd , was pretended for the King 
and Parliament. But thoſe Proceed- 
ings are ſo notorioully known , and 
have imploy'd ſo many Pens, that it 
wou'd be a nauſeous Work for me to 
dwell on them. To draw the like- 
neſs of the French TranſaQtions and 
ours, were in effett to tranſcribe the 
Hiſtory I have tranſlated. Every Page 
is full of it, Every man has ſeen the 
Parallel of the Holy Leagye, and our 
Covenant ; and cannot but obſerve, 
that befides the Names of the Coun- 
creys, France and Emnzland, and the 
Names of Religions , Prote/tazt and 
Papiſt, there is ſcarcely to be found 
the leaſt difference, in the projett of 
the whole, and in the ſubſtance of 
the Articles. In the mean time I can- 
Rrr not 
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not but take notice, that our Rebel; 
have left this eterna! Brand upon their 
Memories, that while all their pre- 
tence was for the ſetting up the Pr-- 
te/tant Religion, and pulling down of 
Popery, they have borrow'd from Pa- 
pifts both the Model of their Defign, 
and their Arzuments to detend it. 
And not from loyal, we!l principled 
Papifts ; but from the worſt, the moſt 
bigorted, and moſt violent of that Re- 
ligion. From ſome cf the J-/u:tes, an 
Order founded on purpoſe to combat 
Lntheraniſm and Calvin (on. The matr- 
ter of Fact 1s fo palpably true, and fo 
notorious, that they cannot hare the 
Impudence to deny it. But ſome ol 
rhe Jeſ-ites arc the ſhame of the Ry- 
243 Church, as the SeCtaries are ol 
ours. Their Tenects in Poli:icks arc 
the ſame; borh of them hate Monar 
chy, and love Democracy : both of 
them are ſuperlatively violent ; they 
are inveterate haters of each other in 
Religion, and yer agree in the Princi 
ples of Government. Andif after fo 
many Advices to a Painter, I might 
ardvilc a Datch-maker of Emblems ; he 
ihoud draw a Presbyterian 1n Arms on 

One 
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one (ide, a Jeſuit on the other, and a 
crownd Head betwixt them : for tis 
perfectly a Battel-royal. Each of 
them is endeavouring the deftruftion 
of his Adverſary ; but the Monarch is 
ſure to get Blows on both (ſides. But 
for thole SeCtaries and Common- 
wealths-men of 41, before I leave 
them, I muſt crave leave to obſerve 
of them, that generally they were a 
ſowr fort of thinking men, grim and 
ſurly Hypocrites ; ſuch as coud cover 
their Vices, with an appearance of 
great Devotion and auſterity of Man- 
ners : neither Profaneneſs, nor Luxu- 
ry, were encouragd by them , nor 
practisd publickly, which gave them 
a great opinion of Sanity amongſt 
the Multitude ; and by that opinion 
principally they did their buſineſs : 
Though their Politicks were taken 
from the Catholick League, yet their 
Chriſtianity much reſembled thoſe 
Anabantiſts, who were their Original 
in DoCEtrine ; and thele indeed were 
formidable Inſtruments of a religious 
Rebellion. But our new Conſpira- 
tors of theſe ſeven laſt years, are men 
of quite another Make : I ſpeak not of 
Rrr 2 their 
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their non-Conformiſt Preachers, who 
pretend to Enthuſiaſm, and are as mo- 
roſe in their Worſhip, as were thoſe 
firſt SeAaries, but of their Leading 
men, the Heads of their FaQtion, and 
the principal Members of it : what 
greater looſeneſs of Life, more athe-. 
i{tical Diſcourſe, more open Lewdneſs 
was ever ſeen, thangenerally was and 
is to be obſerv'd in thoſe men? Iam 
neither making a Satyr nor a Sermon 
here ; but I wou'd remark a little the 
ridiculouſneſs of their Management. 
The ſtrictneſs of Religion is their pre- 
tence; and the men who are to ſet it 
up, bave theirs to chooſe. The Long 
Parliament-Rebels frequented Ser- 
mons, and obſervd Prayers and Fa- 
ſtings with all ſolemnity : but theſe 
new Reformers, who ought in pru- 
dence to have trodden in their ſteps, 
becauſe their End was the ſame, to 
gull the People by an outſide of Devo- 
tion, never us'd the means of infinua- 
ting themſelves into the opinion of the 
Multitude. Swearing, Drunkennels, 
Blaſphemies, and worſe fins than A- 
dultery, are the Badges of the Party : 
gothing but Liberry in their mouths, 
no- 
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nothing but Licenſe in their pra- 
Qtice. 

For which reaſon they were never 
eſteem'd by the Zealots of their Fa- 
Aion, bur as their Tools ; and had 
they got uppermoſt, after the Royal- 
liſts Pad been cruſh'd, they wou'd 
have been blown off, as too light for 
their Society. For my own part, 
when I had once obſervd this funda- 
mental error in their Politiques , I 
was no longer afraid of their ſucceſs : 
No Government was ever ruind by 
the open ſcandal of its oppoſers. This 
was juſt a Catiline's Conſpiracy , of 
profligate, debauch'd, and bankrupt 
men : The wealthy amongſt them 
were the fools of the Party, drawn 
in by the reſt whoſe Fortunes were 
deſperate; and the Wits of the Cabal 
ſought only their private advantages. 
They had either loſt their Preter- 
ments, and conſequently were piqu'd, 
or were in hope to raiſe themſelves 
by the general diſturbance. Upon 
which account, they never cou'd be 
true to one another : There was net- 
ther Honour nor Conſcience in the 
Foundation of their Leagzue, but eve- 
KEEN ry 
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ry man having an eye to his own par- 
ticular advancement, was no longer 
2 Friend, than while his Intereſt was 
carrying on : So that Treachery was 
at the bottom of their deſign , firſt 
againſt rhe Monarchy , and if that 
fail'd, againſt each other ; in which, 
be it ſpoken to the honour of our Na- 
tion, the Exz/h are not behind any 
other Country. In few words, juſt 
as much fidelity might be expeQed 
from them in a common caule , as 
there is amongſt a Troop of honeſt 
murdering and* raviſhing Bandits ; 
while the Booty 1s in proſpeQ, they 
combine heartily and faithfully, but 
when a Proclamation of Pardon 
comes out, and a good reward into 
the bargain, for any one who brings 
in anothers Head ; the Scene is 
chang'd, and they are in more dan- 

er of being betray'd every man by 
Ris Companion, than they were for- 
merly by the joyat forces of their E- 
nemies. *Tis true, they are ſtill to 
be accounted dangerous , becauſe , 
though they are diſpers'd at preſent, 
and without an Head, yet time and 
tenity may furnith them again with a 
Com: 
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Commander : And ali men are fatis- 
fed that the debauch'd Party of 
them, have no principle of Godlineſs 
to reſtrain them from Violence and 
Murders; nor the pretended Saints 
any principle of Charity, for *tis an 
ation of Picty in them to deſtroy 
their Enemics , having firſt pro- 
nounc'd them Enemies of God. What 
my Author ſays in general of the H-- 
2nenots, may juſtly be applyed to all 
our SeCtaries : They are a malicious 
and bloody Generation, they beſpat- 
ter honeſt Mcn with their Pens when 
they are not in power ; and when 
they are uppermoſt, tuey hang them 
up like Dogs. To fuch kind of peo- 
ple a:l means of reclaiming, but only 
leverity, are uſeleſs, while they con- 
tinue obſtinate in their deſtyns ag11nft 
Church and Governinent ; Tor the ) 
now their claws ares pard, they ma 
oro'v again to be more {harp ; thei 
are ſtil! T.yons 11 their Nature, and 
may profit ſo much by their own er- 
rors mn their lace minTements, tft 
they may bzcome more fanciiy%, 
Triytors anotlicr time: 
I the former pact of our itt FE, 
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we ſee what Hezry the Third gain'd 
from them by his remiſneſs and con- 
cefſions : Though our laſt King was 
not only incomparably more pious 
than that Prince, but alſo was far from 
being tax'd with any of his Vices; 
yet in this they may be compard, 
without the leaſt manner of refleCti. 
on, that extreme Indulgence and too 
great Conceſſions , were the ruin of 
them both : And by how much the 
more, a King is ſubjett by his Na- 
ture, to this trailty of too much mild- 
neſs, which is ſo near reſembling the 
God-like Attribute of Mercy ; by ſo 
much is he the more liable to be tax'd 
with Tyranny. A {ſtrange Paradox, 
but which was ſadly veriged 1n the 
Perſons of thoſe two Princes : For a 
FaQtion appearing zealous for the 
Publick Liberty , counts him a Ty- 
rant who yiclds not up whatever they 
demand , even his moſt undonbrcd 
and juſt Prerogatives; all that diſtin- 
guithes a Soveraign from a Subject, 
and the yielding up, or taking away 
of which, is the very Subverſion of 
the Government. 


Every 
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Every point which a Monarch lo- 
ſes or relinquiſhes, but renders him 
the weaker to maintain thecveſt ; and 
beſides, they ſo conſtrue it, as if what 
he gave up were the natural right of 
the people, which he or his Ance- 
ſtors had uſurp'd from them ; which 
makes it the more dangerous for him 
to quit his hold, and is truly the rea- 
ſon why ſo many mild Princes have 
been branded with the names of Ty- 
rants, by their incroaching SubjeQts. 
I have not room to enlarge upon this 
matter as I wou'd, neither dare I pre- 
ſume to preſs the Argument more 
cloſely : Bur paſſing by, as Ipromis'd, 
all the remarkable pallages in the late 
Kings Reign , which reſemble the 
TranſaQtions of the League ; I will 
briefly take notice of ſome few parti- 
culars, wherein our late Aſſociators 
and Confſpirators have made a Third 
Copy of the League. For the Origi- 
nal of their firſt Politiques was cer- 
tainly no other than the French : This 
was firſt copied by the Rebels in Forty 
One, and (ince recopyed within theſe 
late years by ſome of thole who are 
lately dead, and by too many others 
yet 
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yet alive, and ſtill drawing after the 
{ame deſign. In which, for want of 
time , many a fair blot ſhall be left 
unhit, neirher dol promiſe to obſerve 
any method of times, or to take 
things in order as they happend. 

As for the Perſons who managd 
the two Aſſociations, theirs and ours, 
"ris molt certain that in them is found 
the leaſt reſemblance : And *cis well 
for us. they were not like : For they 
had men of Subtilty and Valonr to 
deſign, and then to carry on their 
Conſpiracy ; ours were but bunzler; 
in compariſon of chem, who having 
a FaQtion not made by them, bur 
ready form'd and faſhion®d to their 
hands, (thanks to their Fathers) yer 
faiPd 1a every one of their Projecti- 
ons, and manag*d their buſineſs with 
much leſs dexterity, though far more 
wickedneſs than the Freach, They 
had indeed at th<ir Head an old Con- 
ſpirator , witey and turbulent , like 
the Cardinal of L571, and lor cou. 
rage in Execution much {uch another. 
But the good ſence ant} conduct was 
clearly wanting on the Ez9/i{5 fide ; 
ſo that if we will alloy him the con- 
tILVance 
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crivance of the Plot, or at leaſt of the 
Conſpiracy, which is an honour that 
no man will be willing to take from 
him; in all other circumſtances he 
more reſembled the old decrepit Car- 
dinal of Bourbon, who fed himſelf 
with imaginary hopes of power, 
dream'd of outliving a King and his 
Succeſſor, much more young and vi- 
gorous than himſelf, and of govern- 
ing the World after their deceaſle : 
To dye in Priſon, or-in Baniſhmenr, 
I think will make no mighty diffe- 
rence , but this is a main one; that 
the one was the Dupe of all his Par- 
ty, the other led after him, and made 
fools of all his Faction. As for a 
Duke of Gz;/-, or even ſo much as a 
Duke of M:y-2ze, I can find none in 
their whole Caba!. I cannot believe 
that any man now living cou*'d have 
the vanity to pretend to it : *Tis not 
every Age that can produce a Dake 
of Gai/- ; a man who without the 
leaſt ſhadow of a Title (unleſs we 
will believe the Memoires of the 
crack-braind Advocate David, who 
gave him one from Charlemairon ) 
durſt make himſelf Head of a _—_ 
an 
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and was not only ſo in his own con- 
ceit, but really ; preſum'd to beard a 
King, and was upon the point of be- 
ing declard his Lieutenant General, 
and his Succeſſor. None of theſe in- 
ſtances will hold ina the Compariſon, 
and therefore I leave it to be boaſted, 
it may be, by one Party, but I am 
ſure to be laughd at by another. 
Many hot-headed Chewaliers d Au- 
»ale, and ambitious Bravo's like Ca- 
ptain St. Pa/, may be found amongſt 
them , Intriguing Ladies , and Gal- 
lants of the Times, ſuch as are de- 
{crib'd in the Army of the League, at 
the Battel of Twry ; and beſides them, 
many underling Knaves, Pimps, and 
Fools ; but theſe are not worthy to 
be drawn into reſemblance. 
Theretore to paſs by their Perſons, 
and conkider their Deſign : 'tis evi- 
dent that on both ſides they began 
with a League, and ended with a 
Conſpiracy. In this they have copi- 
ed , even to the word Aſſociation, 
which you may obſerve was us'd by 
Humieres , in the firſt wary League, 
which was form'd in P:cardy : and we 
{ce to what it tended in the Event ; 
For 
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For when Henry the Third, -by the af 
ſiſtance of the King of Navarre, had 
ina manner vanquiſh'd his Rebels, and 
was juſt upon the point of maſtring 
Paris, a Jacobin, ſet on by the Preach- 
ers of the League, moſt barbaroully 
murther'd him ; and by the way take 
notice, that he pretended Enthuſiaſm, 
or Inſpiration of God's holy Spirit, for 
the commiſſion of his Parricide. I 
leave my Superiours to conclude from 
thence, the danger of tolerating Non- 
conformiſts, who (be it ſaid with 
Reverence ) under pretence of a 
Whiſper from the holy Ghoſt, think 
themſelves oblig'd to perpetrate the 
moſt enormous Crimes againſt the 
Perſon of their Soveraign, when they 
have firſt voted him a Tyrant, and an 
Enemy to God's People. This indeed 
was not ſo impudent a Method as what 
was us'd in the formal proceſs of a 
pretended high-Court of Juſtice, in 
the Murther of King Charles the Firſt ; 
and therefore 1 do not compare thoſe 
AQtions : but *tis much reſembling, 
the intended Murther of our gracious 
King, at the Rye, and other Places : 
and that the Head of a Colledge might 
nor 
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not be wanting to urge the perfor” 
mance of this horrible Attempt, in- 
ſtead of Father Ed». Bourgoing, let 
Father Ferguſon appear, who was not 
wanting in his ſpiritual Exhortations 
to our Conſpirators , and to make 
them believe, that to aflaſſinate the 
King, was only to take away another 
Holophernes. Tis true , the Jacobin 
was but one, and there were many 
joynd in our Conſpiracy , and more 
perhaps than Rumſey or Weſt have 
evernam'd; but this, though at takes 
from the juſtneſs of the Compariſon, 
adds incomparably more to the Guilt 
of it, and makes it fouler on our fide 
of the Water. 


My Author makes mention of ano- 
ther Conſpiracy againſt H-zry the 
Fourth, for the ſeizing of his Perſon 
at Marte, by the young Cardinal of 
Bourbon, who was Head of the third 
Party, call'd at that time the Politicks, 
that is to fay in modern Engliſh, 
Trimmers : This too was a Limb of 
our Conſpiracy ; and the more mode- 
rate Party of our Traitors were en- 
gag*dinit, But had it taken _ 

the 
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the leaſt it cou'd have produc'd, was 
to have overthrown the Succeſſion ; 
and no reaſonable man wou'd believe, 
but they who coud forget their Daty 
{o much as to have ſe1z'd the King, 
might afterwards have been induc'd 
to have him made away, eſpecially 
when ſo faira proviſion was made, by 
the Houſe of Commons, that the Pa- 
piſts were to ſuffer for it. 

But they have not only rummag'd 
the French Hiſtories of the League, for 
Conſpiracies and Parricides of Kings ; 
I ſhall make it appareat that they 
have ſtudied thoſe execrable Times, 
for Precedents of undermining the 
lawful Authority of their Soveraigns. 
Our Ez-{;/h are not generally com- 
mended for Invention ; but theſe were 
Merchants of ſmall Wares; very Ped- 
lers in Policy : they muſt hke our 
Taylors have a!l their Faſhions from 
the Prexch : and ſtudy the: Freach 
1.cx9e for every Alteration, as our 
Snippers go over once a year into 
Fr1zce, to bring back the newelt 
Mode, and to learn to cut and ihape 
Ty 
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For example : The firſt Eſtates con- 
vend at Blois by Heary the Third,(the 
League being then on foot, and moſt 
of the three Orders dipt in it, )deman- 
ded of that King, that the Articles 
which ſhou'd be approvd by the three 
Orders {hou'd paſs for inviolable Laws, 
without leaving tothe King the pow- 
cr of changing any thing in them. 
That the ſame was deſign here by 
the Leading men of their Faction, 15 
obvious to every one : for they had it 
commonly in their mouths, 1n ordina- 
ry Diſcourſe : and it was offer'd in 
Print by P/ato Redivivus, as a good 
Expedient for the Nation, in caſe his 
Majeſty wou'd have conſented to it. 
Both in the firſt and laſt Eſtates at 
Blois , the Bill of Excluſion , againſt 
the King of Navarre was preſsd; and 
inthe laſt carried by all the three Or- 
ders, though the King wou'd never 
paſs it : The end of that Bill was very 
evident ; it was to have introduc'd 
the Duke of Gaie into the Throne, 
after the King's deceaſe : to which he 
had no manner of Title, or at leaft a 
very crack'd one, of which hisown 
Party were a[ham'd. Our Bill of _- 
clu. 
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cluſion was copied from hence ; but 
thrown out by the Houſe of Peers, 
before it came to the King's turn to 
have wholly quaſh it. 

After the Duke of Gui/e had forc'd 
the King to fly from Paris by the Bar- 
ricades, the Queen-Mother being then 
in the Traitors [ntereſts, when E had 
outwitted her ſo far, as to perſwade 
her, to joyn 1a the Baniſhment of the 
Duke of Eſperzon his Enemy ; and to 
make her believe, that if the King of 
Navarre, whom ſhe hated, were ex- 
cluded, he wou'd aſſiſt her, in bring- 
ing her beloved Grandchild of Lorrais, 
ro the poſſeſſion of the Crown ; it 
was propos d by him, for the Pariſians, 
that the Lieutenancy of the City 
might be wholly put into their hands ; 
that the new Provoſt of Merchaats, 
and preſent Sheriffs of the FaCtion, 
might be confirm'd by the King ; and 
for the future, they ſhou'd not only 
ele their Sheriffs, but the Colonels 
and Captains of the ſeveral Wards. 

How nearly this was copied in the 
tumultuous meetings of the City for 
their Sheriffs, both we and they have 
cauſe to remember ; and Mr. Hunt's 

Sil Book, 
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Book, concerning their Rights in the 
City Charter, mingled with infa- 
mous aſperſions of the Government, 
confirms the Notions to have been the 
ſame. And I could produce ſome 
very probable inſtances out of ano- 
ther Libel, (conſidering the time at 
which it was written, which was juſt 
before the deteCtion of the Conſpi- 
racy) that the Author of it, as well 
as the Superviſor, was engag*d in it, 
or at leaſt privy to it ; bur let Villany 
and Ingratitude be ſafe and flouriſh. 

By the way , an Obſervation of 
Philip de Comines comes into m 
mind : That when the Dukes of Bur- 
gundy, who were Lords of Ghezt, had 
the choice of the Sherifts of that City, 
in that year all was quiet and well 
govern'd ; but when they were eleQt- 
ed by the people, nothing but tu- 
mults and ſeditions follow'd. 

I might carry this reſemblance a 
little farther : For in the heat of the 
Plot, when the Spaniſh Pilgrims were 
coming over , nay more , were Te- 
ported to be landed 3 when the Re- 
preſentatives of the Commons were 
either mortally afraid, or pretended 
to 
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to be ſo of this airy Invaſion ; a Re- 
quelt was actually made to the King, 
that he wou'd put the 1M/:r/2 into 
their hands : which how prudently 
he refus'd, the example of his Father 
has inform'd the Nation. 

To ſhow how the Heads of their 
Party had conn'd over their Leſſon of 
the Barricades of P4r:s, in the midſt 
of Oates his Popiſh Plot, when they 
had fermented the City with the lea- 
ven of their Sedition, and they were 
all prepar*'d for a rifing againſt the 
Government ; let it be remembred, 
that as the Duke of Gu//- and the 
Conncil of Sixteen , forgd a Liſt of 
Names, which they pretended to be 
of ſuch as the King had fer down for 
deſtruction ; ſo a certain Earl of b/e/- 
fed Memory, caus'd a faile report to 
be ſpread of his ewn danger, and 
ſome of his Accomplices, who were 
to be murder'd by the Papiſts and the 
Royal Party ; which was a defign to 
endear themſelves to the multitude, 
as the Martyrs of their cauſe; and ar 
the ſame time, to caſt an odious re- 
flection on the King and Minilters, as 
it they Ought their blood with un- 
S112 chriſtian 
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chriſtian cruelty, without the ordi- 
nary forms of Juſtice. To which may 
be added, as an Appendix, their pre- 
tended fear, when they went to the 
Parlfament at Oxford ; before which 
ſome of them made their Wills, and 
ſhew'd them publickly ; others ſent 
to {earch about the places where the 
two Houſes were to fit, as if another 
Gunpowder Plot was contriving a- 
gainit them, and almoſt every man of 
them, according to his quality, went 
attended with his Guard of Janizaries, 
like 7izzs : So that what with their 
followers, and the ſcditious Townl- 
men of that City, they made the for- 
midab'e appearance of an Army ; at 
leaſt ſufficient to have ſwallowed up 
the Guards, and to have feizd the 
Perſon of the King, in caſe he had not 
prevented it by a ſpeedy removal, as 
ſoon as he had Diſſoly'd that Parlia- 
ment. 

I begin already to be tir'd with 
drawing after their deformities, as a 
Painter wou'd be, who had nothing 
before him in his Table but Lazars, 
Cripples, and hideous Faces, which 
he was obligd to repreſent : va 
mu 
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muſt not omit ſome few of their moſt 
notorious Copyings. Take for ex- 
ample their Count of Six, which 
was an imitation of the League, who 
ſet up their famous Council , com- 
monly call'd Of the Sixteez : And take 
notice, that on both ſides they pick*d 
out the moſt heady and violent men 
of the whole Party ; nay they conli- 
der'd not ſo much as their natural 
parts , but heavy Blockheads were 
thrown 1n for lumber, to make up 
the weight : Their Zeal for the Par- 
ty, and their Ambition, atton'd for 
their want of Judgment, eſpecially 
if they were thought to have any in- 
tereſt in the people. Loud roarers 
of 4y and No in the Parliament, with- 
out common fence 1n ordinary dif- 
courſes, if they were favourites of 
the Multitude , were made Privy 
Counſellors of their Cabal ; and 
Fools, who only wanted a parti-co- 
lour'd Coat, a Cap, and a Bawble, 
to pals for ſuch among(t reaſonable 
men, were to redreſs the imaginary 
Grievances of a Nation , by mur- 
dering, orat leaſt [cizing ot the King. 
Men of ſcandalous Lives, Cheats and 
S414 13 Murderers, 
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Murderers, were to Reform the Na- 
tion , and propagate the Proteſtant 
Relizion : And the rich Ideots to ha- 
zard their Eſtates and ExpeQations, 
to forſake their Faſe, Honour, and 
Preferments, for an empty name of 
Heading a Party : The wittieſt man 
amongſt them to encumber and vex 
his decrepit Age, for a filly picque of 
revenge, and to maintain his Chara- 
Qter to the laſt, of never being fſatis- 
fied with any Government, in which 
he was not more a King than the pre- 
ſent Maſter. To give the laſt ſtroke 
to this reſemblance, Fortune did her 
part ; and the ſame fate of diviſion a- 
moneg(ſt themſelves, ruin'd both thoſe 
Councils which were contriving their 
King's deftruction. The Duke of 
Mayenne and his Adhereats 5 who 
were much the moſt honeſt of the 
£-47uers, were not only for a King, 
but ior a King of the Royal Line, in 
caſc that Duke cou'd not cauſe the 
Election to fall on himſelf, which 
was impoſſible, becauſe he was alrea- 
dy married : The reſt were ſome for 
this man, ſome for another. and all 
in a lutnp for the Daughter of Spair ; 
this 
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this diſunited chem, and in the end 
ruin'd their conſpiracy.. In our Coup. 
cil of Six, ome were for murdering, 
and ſome for ſecuring of the King ; 
ſome for a riſing in the Weſt, and 
ſome for an Inſurrection of the brisk 
Boys of Wapping : In ſhort , ſome 
were for a mungrel kind of Kingſhip, 
to the excluſion of the Royal Line, 
but the greater part for a bare-fac'd 
Common-wealth. This raisd a divt- 
fion in their Counſel , that diviſion 
was fomented into 2 mutual hatred 
of each other ; and the concluſion 
was, that inſtead of one Conſpiracy, 
the Machines play'd double , and 
produc'd two, which were carry'd on 
at the ſame time : A kind of Spread 
Eagle Plot was hatchd , with two 
Heads growing out of the ſame Body; 
ſich twin Treaſons are apt to ſtruggle 
like Eſau and Jacob, in the Womb , 
and both endeavouring to be firſt born, 
the Younger pulls back the Elder by 
the Heel. 

I promis d to obſerve no order, and 
am performing my word before I was 
aware : After the Barricades, and at 


many other times, the Duke of Gu1/-, 
Siſg, and 
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and Council of Sixteen, amongſt the 
reſt of the Articles, demanded of the 
King to caſhier his Guards of the 
forty five Gentlemen, as unknown in 
the times of his Predeceſflors, and un- 
lawful; as alſo to remove his ſureſt 
Friends from about his Perſon, and 
from their Places both Military and 
Civil. Ileaveany man to judge, whe- 
ther our Conſpirators did not play 
the Second Part to the ſame Tune: 
Whether his Majeſtzes Guards were 
not alledg'd to be unlawtul, and a 
grievance to the Subjes; and whe- 
ther frequent Votes did not pals in 
the Houſe of Commons at ſeveral 
times, for removing and turning out 
of Office, thoſe who on all occaſions 
behavd themſelves moſt Loyally to 
the King, without ſo much as giving 
any other reaſon of their miſdemean- 
ors, than publick fame : That is to 
ſay, reports forg*d and ſpread by their 
own FaCtion , or without allowing 
them the common juſtice of vindica- 
ting themſelves from thoſe calumaies 

and aſperſions. 
I omit the many illegal Impriſon- 
ments of free-born men, by their own 
| Repre- 
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Repreſentatives, who from a Jury e- 
rected themſelves into Judges ; be- 
cauſe I find nothing reſembling it in 
the worſt and moſt ſeditious Times of 
France. But let the Hiſtory be 
ſearch'd, and I believe Buſſy Le Clerc 
never committed more outrages in 
pillaging of Houſes, than Waller, in 
pretending to ſcarch for Popiſh Re- 
liques : Neither do I remember thar 
the French Leaguers ever took the 
evidence of a Jew, as ours did of Fa- 
714 : But this I wonder at the leſs, 
conſidering what Chriſtian Witnefles 
have been usd, if at leaſt the chief 
of them was ever Chriſtned. Buſſy 
le Clerc, tis true, turnd out a whole 
Parliament together , and brought 
them Priſcners to the Baſtille ; and 
Buſſy Oates was for garbling too, when 
he inform'd againſt a worthy and Loy- 
al Member , whom he caus'd to be 
expelPd the Houſe, and ſent Priſoner 
to the Tower : But that which was 
then accounted a diſgrace to him, 
will make him be remembred with 
honour to Poſterity. 

I will trouble the Reader but with 


one Obſcryation more, and that ſhall 
be 


ao—s 
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be to ſhow how =_ and pedantical- 
ly they have copied , even the falſe 
flops of the Leagme, in Politicks, and 
thoſe very Maxims which ruin'd the 
Heads of it. The Duke of Gui/e was 
always oſtentatious of bis power in 
the States, where he carried all things 
in oppoſition to the King : But by re- 
lying too much on the power he had 
there, and not uſing Arms when he 
had them in his hand, I mean by not 
proſecuting his Victory to the utter- 
moſt, when he had the King inclos'd 
in the Loywre, he miſs'd his opportu- 
nity, and Fortune never gave 1t him 
apain. 

The late Earl of Shaftsbury, who 
was the undoubted Head and Soul of 
that Party, went upon the ſame max- 
imes.,, being (as we may reaſonably 
conclude) fearful of hazarding his 
Fortunes, and obſerving that the late 
Rebellion under the tormer King , 
though ſucceſsful in War, yet ended 
in the Reſtauration of His Preſent Ma- 
jeſty, his aim was to have excluded 
His Royal Highneſs by an ACt of Par- 
liament ; and to have forc'd ſuch con- 
ecſſions from the King, by prefſing 


the 
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the chymerical dangers of a Popiſh 
Plot, as wou'd not only have de- 
ſtroy'd the Succeſſion , but have ſub- 
verted the Monarchy. For he pre- 
ſumd he venturd nothing , if he 
cou'd have executed his deſign by 
form of Law, and in a Parliamentar 
way. In the mean time, he made 
notorious miſtakes : Firſt, in imagin- 
ing that his pretenfions wou'd have 
paſs'd in the Houle of Peers, and af- 
terwards by the King. Vſhen the 
death of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey had 
fermented the people, when the City 
h1d taken the alarm of a Popiſh Plot, 
and the Government of it was in Fa- 
natique hands ; when a Body of white 
Boys was already appearing in the 
Weſt, and many other Counties wait- 
ed but the word to rile, then was the 
time to have push'd his buſineſs : But 
Almighty God, who had otherwiſe 
diſposd of the Event, infatuated his 
Counſe!s, and made him flip his op- 
portunity, which he himſelf obſerv'd 
too late, and would have redreſs'd by 
an InſurreQtion which was to have be- 
gun at Wapping , after the King had 
been murder at the Rye. 

And 


48 


The Poſtſcript. 

And now it will be but Juſtice be- 
fore I conclude, to ſay a word or two 
of my Author, He was formerly a 
Jeſuit : He has amongſt others of his 
works, written the Hiſtory of Ar:an- 
iſm , of Lutheraniſm , of Calviniſm, 
the Holy War, and the Fall of the 
_— Empire, In all his Writings, 
he has ſupported the Temporal Power 
of Soveraigns, and eſpecially of his 
Maſter the French King , againſt the 
uſurpations and incroachments of the 
Papacy : For which reaſon being in 
diorace at Rome, he was ina manner 
forc'd to quit his Order, and from Fa- 
ther Maimbonrg, is now become Mon. 
heur Maimbourg : The Great King his 
Patron, has provided plentifully for 
him by a large Salary, and indeed he 
has deſervd it from him. As for his 
ityle, 'tis rather Cicervnian, copious, 
florid, and figurative ; than ſuccintt : 
He is eſteemed in the French Conrt c- 
qual to their beſt Writers, which has 
procurd him the Envy of ſome who 
let up for Criticks. Being a profeſs d 
Enemy of the Calvinifts, he is parti- 
cularly hated by them ; ſo that their 
teſtimonies againſt him ſtand ſuſpeQ- 
ed 
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ed of prejudice. This Hiſtory of the 
League is generally allow*'d to be one 
of his bell pieces : He has quoted e- 
very where his Authors in the Margin 
to ſhow his Impartiality ; in which, 
if I have not follow*'d him, *tis be- 
cauſe the chiefeft of them are un- 
known to us, as not being hitherto 
tranſlated into Ezzliſh. His particu- 
lar Commendations of Men and Fami- 
lies,is all which I think ſuperfluous in 
his Book ; but that roo is pardonable 
in a man, who having created him- 
ſelf many Enemies, has need of the 
lupport of Friends. This particular 
work was written by expreſs order of 
the Frexch King, and is now tranſla- 
red by our Kings Command : I hope 
the effeft of it in this Nation will be, 
to make the well-meaning men of the 
other Party ſenſible of their paſt er- 
rors, the worſt of them aſham'd, and 
prevent Poſterity from the like unlaw- 
ful and impious deſigns. 
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Bſclution given by the Archbiſhop of 


A. 
A Bourges, to Henry the Foxrth, beld : | 
good, and why ? Page 924 


Acarie, Maſter of Accounts, a grand Leaguer, 
6 


g 
Francis, Duke of Alanſon, puts himſelf at the 
Head of the Proteſtant Army againſt the King 
his Brother, 10. Is Crown'd Duke of Bra- 
bant, 79. Hy Death, 35 
George de Clermont d* Amboiſes, 147. joyrs 
the Prince of Conde in Anjou with 1500 
Men that be had levied, 150. Is Grand Ma- 
fter of the Ordnance for the King of Navarre 


at the Battel of Courtras, 209 'l 
Arques, its ſitration, and the great Battel that 
was fought there, 742, CC+ 


John d* Aumont Marſhal of France, 114. His 
Elogy, 195, The good Connſel be gave the 
King, but unprofitably, 114. He Commands 
the Army Royal under the King, ag inſt the 

Reyters, 
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Reyters, 260. A grand Confident of Henry 
the Third's, 383. Commands a Party of 
Henry the Fourth's Army in Campagne, 
and at the attacquing of the Suburbs of Paris, 
752, At the Battel at Ivry, 774 
The Duke d* Aumale at the Battel of Vimory, 
270, Is made Governor of Paris by the Leag- 
ers, 428, Beſieges Senlis, 483. Loſes the 
Battel there, 486 
Auneau, @ little City of La Beauce, its ſcituz- 
tion, 279. How the Reyters were there de- 
feated by the Duke of Guile, 280.&c. 
Don John of Auſtria treats ſecretly with the 


Duke of Guiſe-at Joinville, 20 

Aubry, Cxrate of St. Andrews, a grand Leag- 

er 3 bis extravagance in bis Sermon, 825 
B. : 


He Siewr Balagny ſends Troops to the Duke 
of Guiſe, 235+ Beſieges Scnlis with the 
the Duke d* Aumale, 484, His defeat at 


that Battel, 486, &c, 
The Journal of the Barricades, 357, &c. 
Colonel Chriltopher de Baflom-Pierre, 103, 

25%777 
Baſton a fwrious Leaguer, that Signs the Cove- 

nant with his Blood. 449 
The Battel of Courtras, 200, &c. 
The Battel at Scnlis, 485 
The Battel or Combats at Arxques, 742 
The Battel at lvry, 770 


Claude de Bautremont , Baron of Senccey , 
enters 
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enters into the League. 106. # Preſident 
of the Nobles at the Eſtates at Paris. 128: 
/ 
John. de Beaumanoir, Marqus de Lo 
din, Marſhal de Camp, to the Duke de 
Joyeule, 196. wx beaten by the King of 
Navarre, 197. Draws up the Duke's Ar- 
my into Battalia, at the Battel of Cour- 
tras, 209. breaks the Light Horſe, 215. 
bus honourable Retreat, and his Elogy; hu 
Services recompens'd with a Marſhal of 
France's Staff. 226 
Renaud de Beaune, Archbiſhop of Bourges, 
chief of the Deputation of the Royalliſts at 
the Conference at Sureſne, 879. The ſum 
of hu Harangue, and of his Proofs, 880, 
&C. g:ves the King Abſolution. 925 
Bellarmine, a Feſuit, and a Divine of Legat 
Cajetan's, preaches at Paris durinz the 
Stege. $506 
Preſident de Bellicvre ſent to the Duke 0 
Guiſe, 335. x nt of advice, that the 
King ſhould cauſe the Duke to be kil'd in the 
Louvre, 341. his Conteſt with the Duke 
of Guile, about the Orders he brought him 
0 behalf of the King, 343. has baniſh- 
ment from Court. 354 
Rene Benoiſt Curate «of St. Euſtach, ads 
and writes for the King. £26,923 
The Mareſchal de Biron commands an Army 
in Poictou, 14.4. he artfully breaks the de- 
fiens of - the Duke of Mayenne, iÞ. hs 
Valor at the Combat of Arques, 74S, &C. 
S1 a: 
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at the attacquing the Suburbs of Paris,7 52. 
at the Battel of Ivry, 775. at the Siege of 
Roan, $45. he « killd before Eſpernay, 
862. counſels the King to put Fryer Ange 
and his Penitents in Priſon. Pag. 369, 
36m 

The Baron of Biron at the Battel of Ivr \ 
775. at the Battcl of Fontan Francois 


| WS... 
The Sieur de Bois-Dauphin enters into the 
Leagne. ; log 


John Boucher Curare of St. Benets, 4 grand 
Leagwer, and bis Charaticr, 95. bus Chan 
ber is call'd the Cradle of the League, 99, 
cauſer the Alarm-RBell ro be rung m hw Pa- 
riſh Charch, at the Sergeants and Archers 
that would (cize the Seditions, 3 04.preaches 
againſt the K: uo, 43!, 432. retires mo 
Flanders ith the Spaniards, after the re- 


ducing of Parts. | 943 
The Duke of Bouillon la Maik, General of 
the German Army. 231,23 


Charles Cardinal ae Bourbon, put, by the 
Duke of Guile, as a Ghoſt at the Head of 
the League, 92. his weakneſs, and ridicu- 
lous pretenſion, 92, 102, 114. b:s Mani 
felto, or that of the I eague wider by 
name, T14. the King declares him to be 
the neareſt of Blood , and groves him the 
Prerogatives of the Preſumptive Heir of 
the Crown, 382. He preſides over 
the Clergy at the Eſtates of Blois, 
23S. rs [e:%'d Priſoner, 403. 2s declard 

King 
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King by the Council of the Union, 739. 
and proclaim'd by the Name of Charles X. 
76.4, 765. hs death in Priſon. Pag. $21 
Charles d: Botrbon, Count de Soiffons, 
foins with the King of Navarre at Mon- 
foreau, 198. hi Valour at the Battel of 
Coutras, 221, 222. at the attacquing the 
Suburbs of Paris. 753 
Henry de Bourbon,Prince de Condebrings 
an Army of Germans into France, 10. a 
excommunicated by Pope Sixtus Quintus, 
132. drives the Dake of Mercceur from 
Poitou, 1456. the Hiſtory of his unhappy 
Expedition upon Angers, 14.5, 146. eſpou- 
/es Charlotte Catharine de la Trimoille, 
1.47. quits the Siege of Brouage, where 
he leaves his Infantry, and marches with 
his Cavalry, to. relieve Angers, where his 
Army as ſcatter d, «nd how, 150. hu firm- 
neſs at the Conference of St. Brix, 162, 
163. has Valour at the Battel of Coutras, 
297, &C. hu Death and Elogy, 329,330, 
GC. 

Henry XI. de Bourbon, Prince de Conde, 
a grand Enemy to the Herefie of the Calvi- 
niſts, notwithſtanding that he was born of 

a Calviniſtical Father and Mother, 145. 
bis Elogy. ib. &Cc. 
Lovis de Bourbon, Duke of Monpenthier, 
manages the Conference at St. Brix, 162. 
joins with the Troops of the King's Army 
at Gien, 260. hi Valour at the Combat of 
Arques, 948. at the Battel of Ivry,774- 
TEE. An 
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Andrew Brancas de Villars maintains the 
Siege þ Roan with great honour, $45. 
puts all the Camp in diſorder, 850, $51. 
z made Admiral of the League. Pag. $72 

Anthony de Brichanteau Beauvais Nan- 
gis, enters into the League, and why, 106, 
107, &C. re-enters into the King's favour, 
who gives him the Signet of Admiral of 
France. 393, 394 

The Preſident Brifſon , head of the Parlia- 
ment of the League, 450. ſecretly proteſts 
befure Notari, of the wiolence that be ſuf- 
fers,ib. the Sixteen cauſe him to be _ 

7 

Pecer Brulart ſent to the King of "ih 2] 
ro convert him, 140, 14.1, &C. Ds Elogy, 
and that of his Houſe, ib. his Baniſhment 


from Court. 354 
William Duke of Brunſwick, at the Bartel 
of Ivry, where be s ſlain. 789 


Buily le Clerc a furious Leaguer, 98. take; 
Arms to hinder de Prevoſt, Curate of St. 
Severnes , from being apprehended , who 
had preach'd*ſeditiouſly againſt the King, 
303, 304. & made Governour of the Ba- 
ſtille, after the Barricades, 365. leads 
the Parliament to the Baſtille, how, and 
under what pretext , . & con 
ftrain'd to ſurrend:y the Baſtille to the 
Duke of Mayenne, $38. ſaves himſelf in 
Flanders, where he dies miſerable. $39, 

$49 


Car- 


.Clau 
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C. 


Ardinal Cajetan ſent Legat inte France 
by Sixtus Quintus, 75S. hinders an 
Accommodation being made with the King, 
though he ſhould be converted, 566. runs 
the riſque of being kill'd at the Shew of the 
Eccletiaſtics and Monks dwring the Siege 
of Paris. Pag. $08 
Queen Catharine de Medicis engages the 
King m the War againſt the Hugonots, 7. 
concludes a Peace at the Court of the Reli- 
gon, II, I2, 13. ſhe hinders the King from 
oppoſing the I cague at firſt, 60. ſhe main- 
tams it under-hand, $9. ſhe would exclude 
the King 4 Navarre from the Succeſſion, 
that the Prince of Lorrain her Grandſon 
might reign, 85. ſhe hulds a Correſpondence 
with the Duke of Guile, and hinders the 
King frm arming himſelf againſt him,117. 
her Conference with the King of Navarre 
at St. Brix's, 161. ſhe carries the Duke of 
Guiſe to the Louvre, and mollifies the 
King's anger, 344. counſels the King to go 
cut of Paris, 362. ſhe ſuffers ber ſelf to 
be amusd by the Duke of Guile, who 
enters very dextrouſly into ber Intereſts,J7T1, 
372. her ſurprize , at the death of the 
Guiſes, 403. her Death, 4.37, 4.39. her 
Elogy, and Portrait. 438, 439,CC. 
- de la Chaſtre, Ba:/iff of Beny,195. 
Mareſchal of the Cam» in the Duke 'f 
TEE Guilz's 
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Guiſe*s Army againſt the Reyters, 246, 
250, 266. marches the firſt tro Montar- 
gis, to ſurprize the Reyters at Vimory, 
266, 267, 268. hx advance to Dourdan, 
to ſurround them in Auncau, 279. what 
part he had in the defeat of the Reyters at 
Auncau, 268. he preſerves Berry andOr- 
leans for the Teague, 493. w made Ma- 
reſchal of the League, 872. he makes his 
Peace, and re-enters into Obedience, Pag. 
Pag. 936 

The Count de Chaſtilion , Sun of the 4d- 
miral , brings aſſiſtance to the Army of 
the Reyters, 233, 255. hs brave reireat 
in the middle of an infinite numbcr of Ene- 
mies, 2.98. repulſes the Troops of the Duke 
of Mayenne, before Tours, 452. defeats 
the Troops of Sieur de Saveule, 491. he 
Valour at the Combat of Arques, 742, 
745. he miſſes taking Paris by form, $12. 
he's the principal cauſe of the happy ſucce(s 
at the Siege at Chartres, $15, $18. bis 
Death and Elcgy. id. & $19 
Clement VIII. Pope, w.u/d nit receive the 
Carholick Deputies of the Royal Party,S61. 
n:r the Duke cf Nevers that went to rcn- 
der him Ob«:dicnce, 933. aftcr having a 
long time refus'd to give the King Abſolu- 


tion, be groves it at laſt. 93 
The Combat and Retrcat at Pont St. in- 

cent. 2.46, &C. 
The Combat at Vimoroy. 267, CC. 


The Combat at Aunean, where the Rey- 
ecrs 


The Table: 
ters were defeated. Pag. 257, &c. 


Combat ar Fontaia Francoile. 947 
The Conference of the Duke of Eſpernon, 
with the King of Navarre, about his Con- 


verſion. 87, CC. 
Conterence at d'Eſpernay and de Meaux, 
I21 


The Conference of Sieur Lennoncour, and 
Preſident Brulart, with the King of Na- 
varre, for his Converſion. 140, 14I,&C. 

The Conference ar St. Brix between the 

| Queem-mother, and the King of Navarre, 
the Prince of Conde, and the Vicount de 
Turenne. I61, 162, &Cc. 

The Conference at Nancy. between the Prin- 
ces of the Hou'e of Lorrain. 184, &c. 

The Conference of Henry III. with Card:- 
nal Moroſini, Legate, teuching the Mur- 


ther of the Guilze. 413, 414, &C. 
Fhe Conference of Cardinal Morolini with 
the Duke of Mayenne. 474, GC. 
The Conference of the two Kings at "_ 
The Conference of the Lorrain IE. yo 
Rhemes. $29 


The Conference of du Plefiis Mornay,and 
of Sieur de Ville-Roy for the Peace. 858, 
$59, &c. 

T'e Conference at Sureſne. $79,880, &c. 
Charles de Cofle, Ccunt de Briflac, 105. 
euted the Gruernment of the Caſtle of 
Angers, 153, 189. he joins with the 
Troops of the Duke of Guiſ2, 259. he's 
TT 6 refus d 
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wr the Admiralty that the Duke of 


uiſe ask'd for him, and was given to the 
Duke of Fiſpernon, 312. bs Elogy, ibid. 
cauſes the Barricades to be made, 352. his 
ſeoffing raillery upin this Subjett, 3F5. he 
leads the King's Suldiers diſarm'd to the 
New market, 1b. is Preſident of the No- 
bles at the Eſtates of Blois, 355. is there 
arreſted Priſoner , and preſently deliver'd, 

_ 403. is made Governour of Paris by M. 
de Mayenne, 939. he receives the King 
mto Paris, who makes him Marſhal f 
France. Pag. 94.2 
Coutras, ts ſituation, and the Battel fought 
there. 202, 203, KC. 


D. 


Rancis de Daillon Count du Lude, 

' wounded at the Battel of Ivry. #790 
Guy de Daillon, Count du Lude, and Go 
vernour of Poitou, his Elegy. 791 
The Adrwocate David and his Memoirs. 63 
The Baron of Dona, General of the Rey- 
ters, 230. his birth and qualities,231,&C. 
his negligence repair d, in part, by his cot 
rage and walcur at the combat of Vimory, 
272. ſuffers himſelf to be [ſurpriz'd in Au- 
neau, where the Reyters are defeated , 
280, 291. ſaves himſelf in the defeat, 
293. his return into Germany in a very 
pitiful condition. 300 
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E. 

Y hip Fifth Edit of the Pacification ex- 
tremely advantageors to the Htgue- 
nots, cald the Edict of May, 14. 'tis 
revoR d. Pag. 61 
The EdiCt of Blois againſt the Huguenots.ib, 
The Edict of Poictiers favourable to the Hu- 
uenots. 74 
The Edidt of July againft the Huguenots. 
IZI 

The Edit of. Reunion again#f the Hugue- 
nots, in favour of the League. 379 
Philip, Count IEgmont, at the Battel of 
Ivry, where be is lain. 759 
ohn d'Eſcovedo, Secretary tro Don John 
dt Auſtria, aſſaſſmated by Order of Philip 
the Second, and why. 21 
The Duke AM'Eſpernon, the King's Favourite, 
confers with the King of Navarre about 
bis Converſion, and what happens there- 
upon, $7,558. the hatred which was bore 
bim, was the cau'e that many brave per- 
ſons entred into the League, log. he treats 
with the Reyters, 160, I61, 275. is 
made Admiral of France, and Governor 
of Normandy, 313. his Charatter and 
Portrait, 314. a great Enemy to the Duke 

of Guile, 315. h:s Raniſhment from Court, 
377. he abandons Henry [V. 725 
Francis 4'Eſpinay de Sainc Luc. 105,211. 
defeats the Rear-guard of St. Meſme,15 1. 
bis brave Afﬀion at the Battel of Cou- 
ras, 
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tras. Pag. 224, 
Peter d'Eſpinal, Archbiſhop of Lyons, coun- 
ſels the Duke of Guile nt to quit the 
Eſtates, 396, &c. is arreſted Priſoner at 
Blois with the Cardinal de Guile, 403. 

is ranſom'd for muney, and made Chancel- 
bor of the League, 794. is chief »* the 
Deputation for the League, at the Confe- 
rence at Sureſne, $79. the ſum of his An- 
ſwer to the Harangues of the Archbiſhop of 
Bourges. 88 6 
The Eſtates of France have but deliberative 
VoICes. 36, 61 
—_ Eſtates of Blois, here the King 
clares himſelf Head of the League. 61, 


CC. 

The ſecond Eſtates of Blois. 355, &C. 
They att openly again#t the King's Authority. 
388, CC. 

They declare the King of Navarre incapable 
to ſucceed to the Crown. 259, CC. 
The Eſtates of the I cague at Paris $865 


E, 


A* horrible Famine in Paris during the 
Szege. $00,501 
James Faye d'Eſpeſſes, 4dwocate General, 
maintams ſtrongly the Rights of the King, 
and the Liberties of the Gallicane Church, 
againit the Icaguers, at the Eſtates of 
ois. 390 

The Preſident Ferrier, Chancellor to the King 


of” 
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of Navarre, i made Huguenot, towards 
the end of his days. Pag. 87, 88 
The Form of th: League. 32 
Form of the League of Sixteen. 100, IoT 
Form which was made to be ſign'd by the Hu- 
guenots that re-enter d into the Church. 
I 
Four Gentlemen of the Houſe of Fourbin, — 
cauſe of the reducing of Provence. 936 


G. 


LEnebrard makes a Sermon againſt the 
Salique Law , at the Proceſſom of the 
Eſtates of the League. $697,868, &c. 
The Cardinal of Gondy Biſhop of Paris, in- 
cloſes himſelf during the Siege with his 
Flock for their relief, $03. he endeavours 
to make the People return to their Do. 
Ludovic de Gonzague, Duke de Mw 
renounces the League, and why, I11,112. 
he goes Ambaſſador to Rome to yield Obe- 
dience,and to deſire Abſolution of the King, 


932, CC. 
Gregory XIII. w:uld never approve of the 
League, 112, 113. his death. I 30 


Gregory XIV. declares for the League a- 
gainſt the King, whom he excommunicates 
with all Is adherents, $25, $26, $27. 
ſends an Army into France, ib. bi Bull 
x condemn'd, and has no effect. ib. 


Philibere de la Guiche, Grand —_— 
the 
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the Ordnance at the Battel of Ivry. Pag, 
72 

Guinceſtre Curate of St. Gervais, a grand 
Leaguer, 98. lifts up his hand at his Au- 
ditors, in the midſt of his Sermon, and 
even at the firſt Preſident, and aſſures them 
the death of the Guiſes would be revenged, 
429, &C. he accuſes King Henry IL. of 
Sorcery, in the midit-of bis Sermon. 4.52 


H. 
AYE de Harlay, fr## Preſident of 


the Parliament of Paris, runs the ri/que 

of his life, in oppoſing the Leaguers, 245, 
They conſftrain'd him 1m the midſt of a Ser- 
on to lift up his hand with others, 429. 
is carried Priſoner to the Baſtille, 446. hi: 
Elogy. 447 
James de Harlay, S:eur de Chanvallon, 
Governcur of Sens for the League , re- 
pulſes the King's Army at two Aſſaults,and 
keeps the place, 795. his ſpiritual Raidtery 
upon the four Marſhals of the League. 


Nicholas de Harlay, Bar: of Sancy, levies 
an Army of Swilles and G-rrmans for the 
King at his own proper charges, 502, &C. 
and joins them to th: King's Army. $04. 

The Sieur Denis de Here, Comn/ellor of Par- 
liament, carried to the Baſtille by the Lea- 
guers, 445. his Elegy. iÞ. 

Henry III. King of hnce and Poland, 

: $,10O. 
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5, I0. bis Pourtrait. Pag. ib. 
The Change made in his Conduf and Man- 
ers es he was King of France. ib. 
He engages preſently in the War again#t the 
Huguenots, contrary to the counſel of the 
Emperor, the Venetians, and his bet Ser- 
wants. 6, 7,8 
He declares himſelf Head of the League. 73 
He is not the Inſtitutor, but the Reſtorer f 
the Order of the Holy Gho#t. T9, 9 
Solicits in vain the King of Navarre to re- 
enter into the Catholick Church, $7, $8 
is calummiated by the Leaguers. $9, 90 


His weak Reſolutions. $6,116,123,139. 
His Declaration againf#} the Leaguers too 
weak. I19 
Makes a Peace wery advantageons to the 
Leaguers. 123, 12.4 
Makes War againſt the King of Navarre 
with great repugnancy. 143, 144 
Raiſes the Duke of Joyeule prodigiouſly, 
192, 193 


His ſmart and majeſtical Anſwer to the Am- 
baſſadors of the Proteſtant Princes of Ger- 
many, that preſs'd him to revoke bis E- 
ditts againſt the Huguenots. 15 $, 159. 

His Confrery and Proceſſions of Penitents. 173 

His cloſe deſign in the War, which be is con- 
ſtrain'd to make again#t his will. 332 

He = himſelf at the Head of his Army at 

ien upon Loir, and oppoſes the paſſage of 
the Army of the Reyters. 260 


He teſtifies his too much weakneſs, and his _y 
muc 


The Table. 


much fear of the Seditions, whom he durit 
not puniſh. Pag. 305 
He is contented to veprehend' the [editions 
Dottors and Preachers, in lieu of puniſhin 
them. 20k 
He incenſes the Duke of Guiſe,in refuſing bim 
the Admiralty, which he had ask'd for 


Briflac. 312, 313 
Makes a reſolution at laft to puniſh the Lea- 
guers. 33% 333 
His irreſolution , when he ſees the Duke of 
Guile at the Louvre. 200, 201, &c. 
Makes theGuards and the Swiſles enter Paris, 
208, 209 

The exteſſive Demands they made him at the 
Barricades. 359, 360, 361 
Goes from Paris in poor equipage, and retires 
to Chartres. 263, 364 


He favourably bearkens to them, who with 
Frier Ange de Joyeuſe, ent in Proceſſion 

at Chartres to ack his pardon. 367,368, 
369 

His profound diſſumulation. 325, 375,&C. 
Cauſes the Edit of Re-union to be publiſh'd 
in favour of the League. 375, 379 
Lets looſe the marks of his choler and indigna- 
tion, which he would conceal. 92, 3S3 

| Opens the ſecond Eſtates, where he communt- 
N cates with the Duke of Guile. 385, 386 
His Oration, which checks the Leaguers. 1b. & 

s 

His extreme indignation, by reaſon of the un- 
worthy Reſolutions which they took again#t 


"_) 
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his Authority in the Eſtates. Pag. 392,39 F 
[s reſolved to have the Duke of Guile kill d, 


394, GCC. 

Cauſes him to be kilPd in his Chamber. 4oo, 
401, &c. 

Cauſes the Cardinal de Guiſe ro be kill d. 
410,411 

Writes to the Legat Moroſini, and gives bim 
Audience three days after, to } ark to 
him his Reaſons 413 
Maintains that he hath incurrd no Cenſure, 
and has no need of Abſolution. 415 


In lieu of arming, he amuſes himſelf, in ma- 
king Declarations, which are ſlighted and 
contemn'd. 425 

Makes preat offers to the Duke of Mayenne 
1m Vain. 454 

Takes rigorous courſes, but too late. 464,465 

How, and why he treats with the King of 
Navarre. 466, 467 

Offers wery advantageons Conditions to the 
Princes of Lorrain. 472, 473 

Publiſhes, and cauſes to be executed, his Trea- 
ty with the King of Navarre. 477 

His Conference with this King at Tours. 475 

Marches in the Body of the Army, with the 
King of Navarre, towards Paris. 49% 

Receives and diſſembles the News of the Mo- 


nitory again#t bim. 494 
Takes up Tis quarters at St, Clou, and is un 
happily RilPd. 509, Flo, &C. 


His mojt chriſtian, and mo#t holy Death, and 
Elogy. 514, FI ne: 
Sy 
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Henry de Bourbon, King of Navarre, pro- 
reſts again#t the firft Eſtates at Blois. Pag. 
6I 

His Conference with the Duke d'Elpernon, 
about the Subjett of bis Converſion. $6, $7, 


CC. 

His Fidelity towards Henry IIL I09 
His forcible Declaration again#t the Longnark 
I7,118 


Gives the Duke of Guile the Lye in ET 
and offers to fight him, to ſave the French 
Blood. ib. 

Draws the Marſha! de Damville to his * de 
again;t the League. 

He deſir d not the ruine of Religion, but if the 
League, to preſerve the Monarchy. 126 

Cauſes his Proteſtation againſt Sixtus Quin- 
tus's Bull, to be fixt upon the Gates of the 
Vatican i» Rome. 137,135 

His Conference with the Queen Mither at Se. 
Brix. IG1, 162 

His Exploits againfF the Army at Joyeuſs. 

197, &C. 

His Valour and good Condutt at the Batiel of 
Courtras. 202, 204, &C. 

His Clemency after his Viftory. 227 

He knew not how to, or would not, make uſe 
of his Victory. 228 

Aſſembles the Efate on his fide, at Rochel ; 
at the ſame time, that the Eſtates were bl 
at Blois. 

His proceedings after the death of the Guiles 

467 

His 
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His Declaration to all Frenchmen. Pag.468 
He treats with, and is united to the King. 


| 479, 471 
His Conference with the King at Tours. 478 
His march towards Paris. 492, 493 


He ſucceeds Henry III. and is acknowledg'd 
for King of France, by the Catholics of the 


Army, upon certain conditions. 734 
Divides his Troops into three parts, and car- 
rees one into Normaady. 7 26 
His Condutt and Valour at the Battel of Ar- 
ques. 741, &C. 
Attaques and takes the Suburbs of Paris.7 52, 
CC. 

Beſieges Dreux. 769 


Groes and gains the Battel of Ivry. 770,&c. 
His Exploits after his Viftory. 795, &C. 
Is repulſed before Sens. iÞ. 
Beſieges Paris. 796 
Whybe would not attaque it by Force. OO 
Rejetts the Propoſition which they made him to 

ſurrender Paris, provided he would become 


Catholic. $09, CC. 
Purſues the Duke of Parma ju#F to Artois. 
$16, $17 

The two Attempts he made unſucceſsfully to 
ſurprize Paris, $11, $16, &C. 
He takes Noyen. 8.44 
Beſieges Roan. 845 


His Combat and Retreat from Aumale. $47 
Raiſes the Siege of Roan, and a little white 
after beſieges the Duke of Parma's Army. 
852, &C. 

Uuu His 
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His proceedings after the Retreat of that Duke. 

Pag. 86x 
The Hiſtory of his Converſion. 900, &Cc. 
The Points upon which he cauſes bimſelf to be 


inſtruted. 918, 919, &c. 
He makes his ſolemn Abjuration, and receives 
Abſolution at St. Denis. 927, 928 


Sends the Duke of Nevers to Rome, in Obe- 
dience, and to ask the Pope's Abſclution; 
who after having long time deferr'd it, at 


laſt gives it him. 932, 932, &C. 
His bappy entrance into Paris. 9238, 929 
His heroic Valour at the Combat of Fortain 

Francois. 9.458, &C. 
Grants a Treaty, and ery favourable Edit 

to the Duke of Maycnne. 954 
His rare bounty in receiving him at Mon- 

CCAuX. 955 


Anthony Hotman , Adwicate General for 
the League at the Parliament of Paris, is 
Author of the Treaty of the Right of Uncle 
againſt the Nephew. 728, CC. 

Francis Hotman &« C:wilian, Erether to the 
Advocate, refutes his Book, without know- 
ing that it was his Brothers. tÞ. 

The Huguenots have the advantage in the 
frft War, that Henry III. made againſt 
them. 7,0 

They become powerful, by joining with the po- 
litick Party. 1b. 

They were the firſt that leagued themſelves 
againſt the Kings. *. 3d 

James de Humieres, Governor of m— 

bs 
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his Elogy; and what mate him begin the 

League in Picardy. Pag. 22, 2 
Charles de Humieres, Marquis d'Encre, 

Governor of Campeigne for the w 


456 

ls the cauſe of gaining the Battel of Senlis, 
ib. &c. 

His Elogy. 1b. &c. 


Carries a great ſupply of the Nobles of Picar- 
dy to the King at the Battel of Ivry. 71 


| 
Fe Clement, the Hiſtory of his abomi- 
nable Parricide. 508, 509, &C. 
The Preſident Jeannin, ſent by the Duke of 
Mayenne into Spain. $30 
His Elogy. 1Þ. 
His prudent Negotiation with the _. of 
27 


Spain. 32 
Ten Jeſuits ſave Paris, which had been taken 
by ſcaling the walls, if they had been aſleep, 
as all the reſt 2were. S13 
Innocent IX. Pope, declares himſelf for the 
League. $61 
Duke Anne de Joyeule the King's Favourite. 
192, I9 3 


His prodigions riſe. 1D. 
His Elogy. iÞ. 
He commands the Army againſt the King of 

Navarre. 194. 
His Exploits in Poitou. I95, &C. 


His faults and preſumption at the Battel of 
VUnUlti Cou- 
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Coutras. Pag. 202, 203 
His death. ib. 
Henry de Joyeuſe, Count de Bouchage, 

becomes Capucin, under the name of Fryer 

Auge, and "_ 368, 369 
His moſt extraordinary Proceſſion, from Paris 

to Chartres, to ack mercy of the King. ib. 
His going out, and re-entring the Capucins. 

960, &C. 
Francis de Joyeuſe Cardinal, Protector of 

France , generouſly maintains the King's 

Rights. 418 
His effeiual Remonſtrance, to Pope Sixtus,up- 

on his proceedings after the death of the 


Guiles. iÞ. 

Ivry, ts ſituation, and the Battel was fomght 

there. 770, 771, &C. 
b 


Rrancis de la Noue, at the relief of 


Senlis. 454 
Ranges the Army, and gains the Battel. 4, 
&c 


His Valour at the Combat of Arques:. 748 
Wounded and beaten back at the attaquing the 


Suburbs of St. Martin. 353, &C. 
M. de Launoy, @ grand Leaguer. 75 
Philip de Lenoncour, Cardinal. 140 


The Sieur de VEſdiguieres rakesMontelimar 
and Ambrun, here the Huguenots plun- 
der the great Church. I45 

The 
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The League and Leaguers, its true Original. 
Pag. 2, 

Wherein it is like to that of Calviniſm. : 

The ſucceſs it bad quite contrary to the end it 

was propos d for. ib. 

pg that conceiu'd the deſign,was the Car- 

nal de Lorrain at the Council of Trent, 

I5, 16 

Tbe occaſion that gave it birth in France. 22, 

23, CC. 

Its Projett in Form, to which all the League 
are made (ubſcribe. 

The Refutation of the Articles of F. Wo 


Form. 33, CC. 
It would uſurp the Authority Rojal, im the firſt 
Eſtates at Blois. 60,61, &C. 


Its horrible Calumnies againſs Henry IIL 


89, 166, 2434, 2 262, 234, 393, 304 
The League of Sixteen at Paris, its original, 


and progreſs. 92, CCC. 
Its twelve Founders. 94, &C. 
The Treaty of theLeague with the Spaniard. 
IO2 

It hinders the Low-Countrics from being wni- 
ted to the Crown. 105 


In taking Arms at ſo miſchievous @ time, hin- 
ders the ruine of Huguenotiſm, which was 
going to be deſtroy d during the Peace. ib. 

It ſends new Memoirs, and a new Form 0 
Oath to the Provinces, at the coming f the 


Reyters. 234 
The Inſolence of the Leaguers after the defeat 
of the Reyters. 30L 


Uuuyz} They 
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They take Arms, and fall upom the Archers 


ho would ſeize de Prevolt, Curate of 
Sr. Severin, that had preach'd ſeditiouſly 
againſt the King. Pag.203,204. 
They rake the Alarm, ſeeing the King difpos d 
to puniſh them, aud :mp/ore the help of the 


Duke f Guile. 332, &C. 
Their Tranſports and Acclamations at the 
Dike's coming. 23597 


They eppoſe the going {orth of Strangers, whom 


the King would have pt cut of Paris. 3.4 


They make Barricades. 352 
They att openly againſt the King's Authority 
at the Eſtatcs. 289 
Their furious deportments at Paris, after the 
' death of the Guiſcs. 427, 425, CC. 
They degrade King Henry II. and ot -all 
ſorts of Outrages againſt him. 436 
They accuſe bim of Enchantments, and Ma: 
gic Charms. 452 


The Cities that entred into the League. 461 
At Tolous they moſſacre the firſt Preſidem, 
and Advocate General. 462 


Their Deputies preſs the Pope to publiſh the Ex- 


They cauſe Preſident Briſlon to be bang'd. 557 

Feur of the moſs Sediticus are hang'd at the 

Louvre. $29 
Ty: 


J 
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They make it appear at the Eſtates at Paris, 
that they defire nothing leſs than the King's 
Converſicn. Pag. $90, $91 

Henry d'Orleans, Duke de Longueville, 
at the Relief of Senlis. 456 

Grves Battel to the Leaguers, and my it, 

7, CC. 

Commands one part of the King's Army. 936 

And at the Attaque of the Suburbs of Paris. 

: 752» 753 

Charles, Duke of Lorrain,would not have the 

paſſage of the Reyters through his Country 


oppos'd, and why. 239, 240,&C. 
Would not enter France after the Reyters. 
| ib. 
Obtains Peace of the King. 946 


Charles, Cardinal of Lorrain, was the firſf 
that form'*d the deſign of a general League 
of the Catholics. 15, 16 

Flis Portrait. ib. 

Charles de Lorrain , Duke of Mayenne, 
makes Wars with the King of Navarre in 
Guyenne with /ittle ſucceſs. 143, 144 

Toins himſelf” with his Brother the Duke of 
Guiſe, againſt the Army of the Reyters, 


258,259 

His brave Aion at the Combat of Vimory, 
270, CC. 

He retires to Lyon in Bourgogn after the 
death of his two Brothers. 426, CC. 
His Encomium and Portrait. 45 3,&CC. 


He refuſes the great Offers the King made him, 
and goes to the Wars. ib, 
Uuu4+4 His 
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His happy beginnings. Pag. 455 
His Entry into Paris. 457 
Weakens the Conncil of Sixteen by augment- 
mg it. 450%, 459 
Cauſes himſelf to be declar*d Lieutenant Gene- 
ral of the Eſtate and Crown of _ 

@) 

Atts as a Sovereign, and makes new 1a. 
460, 461 


Marches againſt the King, defeats the Count 
de Brienne's Troops, and takes him Pri- 
ſoner. 480, 451, &C. 

He attaques, and takes the Suburbs of "Tours, 
and returns without doing any thing 
elſe. | 1b. 

His generons Reſolution when he ſaw himſel, 
beſieged by the Royal Army. 507, 50 

Makes the Cardinal of Bourton be declar'd 
King, by the Council of the Union. 539 

He p_ the King at Arques, and z re- 
puls'd and beaten, - 742, 743, &C. 

He follows the counſel of M. de Ville-Roy, 
and oppoſes the deſigns of the Spaniards. 


759, 760, &Cc. 

Cauſes to be proclaim'd Charles X. 76.4,765. 
Marches to the Relief of Dreux. 769 
Loſes the Battel of Ivry. 787 
Breaks with the Spaniards, and why. $33, 
C. 

Divides himſelf from the Princes of his Houſe. 
$34, CC. 


Is jealous of the young Duke of Guile. $35 
Cauſes Four of the principal of the Sixteen to 


c 


The Table. 


be hang'd up at the Louvre, and abates 
therr Faction. Pag. $39 
Carries the Duke of Parma to the Relief of 
Roan. 846 
He aſſembles the Eſtates at Paris. $62, 863, 
CC. 


His Declaration , wherein he invites all the 
Catholic Lords of the Royal Paty, to meet 
at the Eſtates, for the good of the Religion 
and the State. 865, 866 

His Speech and Deſign in the Eſtates. B75, 

CC. 


He creates one Admiral, and four Marſhals of 
France. bo 
Cauſes the Conference of Surene to be accepted 

by the Eſtates, 78 
Takes Noyen. 879 
Dextrouſly hinders the Eleftion of a King at 

the Eſtates. 89 «$96 
Will not hold the King*s Abſolution good. 931 
Retires from Paris to Soiſons. 940 
What he did at the Battel of Fontain Fran- 
coile. 947, 948,8&Cc. 
Obtains from the King a Treaty, and a favou- 
rable Edit. 954, 955, KC. 
Is very well recerved by the King at Mon- 

Ceaux. 957 
Henry de Lorrain, Duke of Guile, deſtin'd 

by bis Uncle the Cardinal of Lorrain to be 

Head of a League General of the Catho- 

lics. I7, 18, 19, &Cc. 
Treats with. Don John d* Auſtria, at Join- 
ville. ib. 
The 
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The occaſion that caus'd him to begin the 


League. Pag. ib. 
His Pourtrait. 25, CC. 
Takes Arms after the death of Monſieur, 

DF, XC. 


Makes uſe of the o!d Cardinal de Bou bon, 
as a Ghoſt, whom he puts at tc Had of 
the League. 92 

Treats at Joinville with the gents cf Spain, 
and the Cardinal de Bourbon , ar1 the 
Conditions of the ſaid Treaty. i002, 

LC, 

He begins the War with the |..: jrizing of 

druers places 5y bimſelf and bis Friends, 


10.4,CC. 
Makes the Treaty at Nemours wery advan- 
ragecus to the League. I2I 


Goes and finds the King at Mcaux, and com- 
Plains unjuſtly of divers matters. 185 
Undertakes with a wery few Troops to defeat 
the Army of the Reyters. 234, 235, &C. 
His honourable Retreat at Pont St. Vin- 
Cent. 2.46,24.7,&C. 
He continually barraſſes the Army of the Rey- 
ters. 262 
He attaques them, and defeats one Party of 
them at Vimory. 267, &C. 
He forms a deſizn to attaque them at Auneau, 
and the execution of that Emterprife. 277, 


278, &C. 
He purſues the reſt of the Reyters as far as 
Savoy. 301, &c. 


He let them plunder the County of Ny" 
ard. 


The Table. 
liard. Pag. ib. 


He recerves from the Pope a conſecrated Sword, 
and from the Duke of Parma his Arms, 
which they ſent him, as to the greateſt 
Captain of his time. 311 

The refuſing him the Admiralty for Britſac, 
the which was given to Elpcrnon his Ene- 
my,puts him on to determine it. 312, &C. 

He aſſembles the Princes of the Houſe of Lor- 
rain at Nancy, and there reſolves to pre- 
ſent to the King a Requeſt, containing Ar- 
ticles againſ# the Royal Authority. 322, 

| ; 323 

He reſolves to relieve Paris. 334-335 

He goes to Paris, notwithſtanding the Kings 
Orders which were + nt him by M. de Bel- 
lievre. ib. 

A deſcription of his Entry into Paris, where 


he was received with extraordinary tran- 


ſports of joy. ib. &c. 

His Interview with the King at the Louvre. 
A 

343 


In the Queens Garden. 344 
What he did at the Battel of the Barricades. 
256 

He diſarms the King*s Soldiers, and =_- 
them to be recondutted to the Louvre. 357 
His real deſign at the Battel of the Barricades. 
358, &c. 

His exceſſive demands. 360, &C. 
Makes himſelf Maſter of Paris, and makes 
a Manifeſto to juſt ifie the Barricades. 365, 
366, &Cc. 


He 
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He dextrouſly draws the Queen Mother into his 
Intereſts. Pag. 371 
Cauſes a Requeſs to be preſented to the King ,con- 
taining Articles moſt prejudicial to his Au- 


thority. 371, 372, &c. 
Has given him all the Authority of a Conſtable, 
under another name. 377, 378 


His Proſperity blinds him, and is the cauſe that 
he ſees not an hundred things, to which he 
ought to give defiance. 385, &c. 

He is ſhock'd at the Speech the King made to 
the ſecond Eſtates at Blois. 386, 387 

He diſpoſes of the Eſtates at his pleaſure. ib. 

&c 


Weuld have himſelf declar'd, by the Eſtates, 
Lieutenant General of the while Realm, in- 
_ Jrom the King. 391, 392 


Is advertis'd of the deſign form'd againſt him, 
and conſults thereupon with his Confidents. 
1b. &c. 

Is reſold to ſtay, contrary to the Advice of 
the moſt part. 396, &C. 
The Hiſtory of his Tragical Death. 399, 400, 
CCC. 

His Encomium. 411 


Fe 
ſides for the Clergy at the Eftates of Blois. 
$8 
The Hiſtory of his Tragical Death. 410,411 
N. de Lorrain, Duke de Guile, eſcaping out 

of Priſon, comes ts Paris, where he's re- 

cerv'd of the Leaguers, with open Arms, 
B35. he Kills Colonel St. Paul. $72, 873 
The 


Lewis de Lorrain, Cardinal de Guile, p - 
” 
3 
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M. 


TW HE Marſhal of Matignon, Governor 
of Guyenne , hinders the Leaguers 
from ſurprizing Bourdeaux. Pag. 113 

Breaks the Meaſures of the Duke of Mayenne 


dextrouſly. 243, 2 
Gives good Advice to the Duke of Joyeule, 

which he follows not. 203 
Reduces Bourdeaux to Obedience. 820 


Father Claude Mathiu grand Leaguer, /0l:- 
cits the Excommunication of the King of 
Navarre. 182 

Father Bernard de Montgaillard,Surnam'd, 
The Petit Feuillant, a Sedirioms "_—_ 

42 

His Extrawvagance in a Sermon. 2, 

He retires %2 Flanders with the Bog ka 
after the reduttion of Paris. 943 

Francis de Monthelon, a famons Advocate, 
# made Lord Keeper by Henry Il: 384. 

Henry de Montmorency , Marſhal de 
Damville, Head of the Politics or Male- 
contents, for to maintain himſelf in the Go- 
vernment of T.anguedoc. 9 

Draws his Brothers and Friends to him. ib. 

Foins with the King of Navarre, and Prince 
of Conde, againſt the League. 124 

Protetts the Catholic Religion, and recerves 
acknowledgments from the x 125, 126 

His Fidelity in the Service of the King. 126, 

127. 
Ts 
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I; at laſt made Conſtable of France by Hen- 
ry IV. Pag. ib. 
William de Montmorancy,S:eur de Thore, 
oins with the Malecontent Politics. 9 
Is defeated in condutting a Party of Duke Ca- 
ſimir's Reyrters. 25,26 
Re-takes Chantilly from the League. 483 
The Sieur de Montauſier fights moſt waliant- 
ly, and inſults agreeably over the Gaſcoins 
which were at the Battel of Courtras. 


21 

The Sieur de —_— enters and breaks < 
Squadron of the Galcoins, at the Battel of 
urtras. 215, 216 

The Sieur de Morennes Curate of St.Merry, 
labours to make the People return to the Obe- 
dience of their King. $36 
Cardinal Moroſini, Legat in France, could 
not obtain Audience the day of the Duke of 
Guile's Maſſacre. 406, 407 
His Conference with the Kino, to whom he 
declares he had incurr'd the Cenſures, be- 
cauſe of the Murther of the Cardinal de 
Guile. 414,415 
He incurs the _— indignation, for not ha- 
ving publiſh'd the Cenſures. 417 
His Conference with the Duke of Mayenne. 
Te 4743 4755, KC. 

John de Morvillier, B:J9p of Orleans, bus 
Encomium and Pourtrait. 68, 69,&c. 
He counſels the King to declare himſelf Head 
of the League. ib. 


Anne 
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N. 


Nne dEſte, Ducheſs de Nemours, 
Mother of the Guiles, is arreſted Pri- 

ſoner at Blois. Pag. 403 
She treats by Letters with the Dukes of Ne- 
mours and Mayenne, ts reduce them to 


their Duty. 441, 442 
The King ſends her to Paris to appeaſe the 
Troubles. ib. 
The young Duke of Nemours, ts arreſted Pri- 
ſoner at Blois. 403 
Makes his Eſcape out of Priſon. I 


44 

The Orders he gave for the Defence of Paris, 
where he maintains the Siege with all the 
Condutt and Vigor of an old General. 795 
He offers the King to ſurrender Paris, provi- 
ded he will be made Catholick. $o9, S1o 
He abandons his Brother, and endeavours to 
make himſelf declar'd Head of the League 

in his place. 485, 456, &C. 
Francis de Noailles , Biſhop of Acqs, his 
Encomium, his Ambaſſage , and the part 
be had in the Converſion of Henry IV. 
399, ZIo, &C. 


O. 


HE Order of the Holy Ghoſt, and its 
true Origine. 74, 75, 76, &C. 
Lewis d' Orleans, a famous Advocate , 4 


grand Leaguer. 96 
Author 


nee ae 
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Author of the Seditions Libel, Intituled, The 
Engliſh Catholick. Pag. 7 

Is Advocate General for the League. 

The Colonel Alphonſo d'Ornano, defeats 
4900 Swiſlers, Proteſtants in Dauphiny, 


3S. 
ib, 


230 

A Confident of Henry TIFs. 164 

Counſels the King to diſpatch the Duke of 
Guile in the Louvre. 350 

P. 

[Da=__ Biſhop of Aſt ; preaches at 
Paris during the Stege. $06 

The Pariſiens enter into the League, and how. 
9I, &Cc. 

Their Barricades. 351, &c. 
Their furious deportment after the death of 
the Guiles, 427 
Their admirable firmneſs during the Siege. 
OI 

They declare againſt the Sixteen. $49 
They run in Crowds to St. Denis, at the Con- 
verſion of the King. 928 
The Hiſtory of the Reduttion of Paris, 93S, 
939, Cc, 

The Duke 4 Parma ſends Troops to « Duke 
of Guile. 236 


He ſends him his Arms after the Defeat of the 
Reyters, as to him, who of all the Princes, 
merited beſt the Title of Captain. JIT 

Comes to the Relief of Paris, and raiſes the 
Siege, by executing his own deſign, without 


giving 


The Table. 


iving Battel. Pag. 810 
His Retreat to Artois. $17 
He renders the Dyke of Mayenne ſuſpett to 

the King of Spain. 821 


He marches to the Relief of Roan. bs 46 
He puſhes at the King at the Battel of = 
male. 845 
Cauſes the Siege of Roan to be raisd. S554, 
855, &c. 

Hs admirable Retreat at Caudebec. $853 
The Cardinal de Pelleve Solicitor of the Af- 


fairs of the League at Rome. 128 
His Birth and Qualities. iÞ. 
He preſides for the Clergy at the Eftates of 

Paris. $75 
His Death. 944 
The Brotherhood of Penitents , and their Ori- 

ne. I70,171, &Cc. 


87 
That which the King eſtabliſhd at Paris. 


17 
Philip 1. King of Spain, -—_ John 

covedo , Sec retary t0 Don John GAu- 
{tria, to be aſſaſſmated, and why. 21 
Solicits the King of Navarre and Damville 
to make War m favour of the Huguenors, 
go, I1o 

Preſſes the Duke of Guile to take Arms. 1, 
82, &c. 

Endeavours to cauſe bimſelf to be declar d Pro- 
tector of the Realm of France. 761, 752, 
8c. 
Makes a Manifeſto, and declares himſelf a- 
gainſt the King. 769 
R X x He 
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He ſupports the Sixteen againſt the Duke of 
Mayenne. Pag. $22 
He imprudently diſcovers higg d:ſign he had to 
' make the Infanta his Daughter to be choſen 
Queen of France. $31, $32, &c. 
He endeavours to have a King choſen at the 
Eſtates of Paris. 93, 994, &c, 
Francis Pigenat, Curate of St. Nicholas in 
the Fields, declaims, in a furious manner, 
azainſt the King, ' - «all 
Du #leflis Mornay, makes a Writing, which 
alarms the League, 89. his Fidelity in the 
ſervice of the King of Navarre , has Ma- 
fter, whom be ſerves extremely well with hs 
Pen and his Swerd,118.he makes the treaty 
of the Union of the Kins with the King of 
Navarre againſt the League,4.7I. x made 
Gevernor of Saumour by the King of Na- 
varre, 476. he confers with the Sieur dC 
Ville Roy about the Peace. $58,859, KC. 
The Politics ; their Party joins with thoſe of 
the Huguenots. $ 
Dr. Poncent declaims inſolently in open Pulpit 
again#t the King, 179. his puniſhment, 150, 

| I51, &C. 

Le Pont St. Vinccnrt, the brave Retreat the 
Duke of Guile made there. 246, 247,8&c. 
The Pourtrait of Henry ITI. 5, 6, &C. 
The Pourtrait of the Cardinal of Lorrain. 
16, 17, CC. 

Pourtrait of the Duke of Guile. 24, 25,26. 
Peurtrait of John de Morvillier, Biſhop of 
Orleans. 69, 70, 71, &C. 
Pour- 
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Pourtrait of the Duke of Eſpernon. Pag. 


313, 314, &Cc. 
The Pourtrait of Queen Catharinz de Me- 
ict. 437, 438,8&c. 


The Pourtrait of the Duke of Mayenne. 4573 
The Preſident Potier de Blanc-Mefnill, x 
carried Priſcner to the Baſtille by the Lea- 
guers,4.46. hes intelligence with Henry IV. 
and bis Encomium. 753, 754, 755, &Cc. 
John Prevoſt, Curate of St. Severines, a 
grand Leaguer, 95. declaims furiouſly «= 
gainit the King. 303 
The Preachers Kt the League, declame [can- 
dal:uſly against the King, but above all, af< 
ter the death of the Guiles, 4258, 429, &C. 
they encourage the People of Paris during the 
Siege, 807, 80d, SCC. their impudence.S24, 
825 
R 


T HE Reyters and their Army,2.31,232, 
&c. the Plundering they make in Lor- 
rain, 2.4.3, 2.4.4, &c. their entrance into 
France, 257, 258, &Cc. their Conſterna- 
1201, finding at the River Loir,quite contra» 

ry to what was promiſed them, 262, 263, 
&C. their Combat at Vimory, 267, 268, 
269, &Cc. their Negligence and Debauche- 
ry, 283,2.8.4, &c. their defeat at Auneau, 
285, 286, 387, &Cc. their whole diſſipa- 
t10n. 293, 294, 295, CCC. 
Francis Count de Roche-Foucaulr. 147 
John Lewis de la Roch2-Foucault, Count de 
Randan, defeated and kill d before Inor, 
S2LTS9 Pag. 
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Pag. 791, &c. 
The Captaim Roche-Mort, arp the Ca- 
file of Angers,and i there killd. 149,150 
Rene, Vicount de Rohan. 147 
Colone] Rone beats up the Quarters of the 
Reyters Army, 24.1. recerves Commiſſion 
from the Duke de Mayenne to command in 


Champaign and Bryc, 456. he ſeizes of 


Vandoſme, 499, 450, &c. he defends Pa- 
ris,after the taking of the Suburbs,756,757. 

' be commands the L:ght Horſe at the Battel 
. of Ivry, 777. « made the Marſhal f the 
League. . B72 


Ewis de Saint Gelais, 147. Marſhal de 
Camp of the King of Navarr's Army 

at the Battel of Coutras. 207 
Captain St. Paul,Officer of the Duke of Guile, 


270, 271, &c. bs Val.ur at the Combat of 


Auneau, 288, 289, &c. ertcrs by force m- 
ro the Queens Garden, t; lefind rhe Duke 
bs Mafter, 345. made arſhal of the 
League, $92. his death. 53 
Charles de Saveule defeated by the Com dc 
Chaſtillon. 491 
Philip Sega, Cardinal of Placentia, Lrgat 
m rms for the League, $61. ondeawars 

t9 hinder the Conference at Surene, $77. 
forbids, but to no purpeſe, to go to St. Denis, 
fo aſſiff at the Ring's Abjuration, 921,922, 
&C. he retires after the entry of the Kmg, 
and dies upon the way returning to Rome. 


944 
Segur 


Ms UE bh a5 
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Pegur Pardaillon, Steward of the King of 
avarr's Houfhold, counſels bins to be con- 
wverted, and afterwards difſuades bim for a 
Time. Pag. 901, 902, &c. 
The ridiculows Shew the —_—_— end 
Monks made during the Siege of _—_ 

, &c 


The Siege of Brouage. 149 
The = pA Senlis. n 483, 454, 6c. 
The Siege of Paris, 797,795, KC. the things 
that contributed to make the > tg 
ſolve to ſuffer all things, rather than ſurren- 


Y 
* 


der.  Yoz2, 603, &c. 
The Siege of Chartres. b15 
The Siege of Roan. 845 


Sixtus Quintus Pope, has Barth, Fortune , and 
Genms, 130, 131, 132, &c. rebukes the 
Leaguers, ib. hs Bull of Excommumi- 
cation again? the Kimmy of Navarre , and 
the Prince of Conde, 133, 134,86. what 
the Catholics ſaid againſt ths Bull, 135, 
Bec. the Writmgs againſt it ab. 8 136. the 
os. X- Navarr's Proteſtation , whioh he 

to be fixt in Rome, agamſt this Bull, 

I 37, 135, &c. be praiſes the Gemeroſity of 
thus King, 178, 139. and [ends the @- 
hers 70 theGallies that preach'd againſt bim, 
309. be ſends a confecrared Sword to the 
Duke of 'Guile, after the defeat of the 
Reycers, 311. hu reſentment and oboler be 
Put himſelf in, for the murther of the Car- 
dinal de Guile, 4.17,415,8c. be ſuſpends 
all Expeditions for Benefices, till the _ 
 TH1 ſhould 
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ſhould ſend to demand hs Abſolution, ihid. 
he cauſes a Monitory to be affixt againſt him 
at Rome, Pag. 42.3. he declares bs Opi- 
nion againft the League, and the Guiles, 
to the Cardinal de Joyeuſe, 419. he refu- 
ſes the King Abſolution, unleſs he would put 
the Prelates that were Priſoners into his 
bands,4.95. his thundring Monitory againſt 
the King, 4.98, 499, &C. the ſends Cardinal 
jetan hi Legate into France, to cauſe a 
Cathclic King to be choſen, 758. he diſabu- 
ſes bimſelf in favour of the King, 522. 
be threatens the Spaniſh Ambaſſador to 
cauſe his Head to be cut off ,$2.4.hus death,ib. 
The Sorbonne, and its Encomium, 306. the 
Fattion of the Leaguers prevails there up- 
on the good Dottors,307.it makes a naughty 
Decree againſt Kings, 30S. makes one 
wherein *tis declar' d, That all People are 
Freed from the Oath of Allegiance, which 
they made to Henry IIL 432, 433, &c. 
the incredible miſchiefs of - ths curſed 
Decree, 4.33, 434, &c. makes another, 
where it declares, That the King ought not 
to be pray'd for at the Maſs, 496, 497. its 
Decree againſt Henry de Bourbon, 766, 
767, &Cc. another Decree againſt him du- 
ring the Siege of Paris, 805. the pernicious 
Sequels of this Decree, $06, 807, &c. de- 
clares all the Decrees it had made during 
the League to be null. 944, 945 


Traity 
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y 

Raity of the League at Peronne, 42, 
Pag. 43, &c. 
Treaty of the Duke of Guiſe with Don John 
d' Auſtria. I9, 20 
Treaty of the Heads of the League with the 
King of Spain. IOI, 102, &c. 
The Traity of Nemours favourable to the 
Leaguers. I2I, 122, &C. 
The 'Treaty of the Duke of Eſpernon with 
the Army cf the Reyters. 296, 297, &C. 
The Treaty between the King and the Lords 
of the League. 378, 379 

The Treaty between the King, and the Ki 

of Navarre, againſt the Leagne.465,46 
The "Treaty of the Duke of Mayenne. 954, 
$95, &C. 
Treaty of the Duke of Mercceur. 958, 959 
Lewis de Tremouille Head of the League 
in Tourain, and Poitou. 59, 60,147,145 
Claude de Tremouille becomes Huguenot, 
and why, 147, 148, &C. ſeizes of the Fo 
of Coutras, 202, 8&c. his Courage and bus 
Valor in thas Battel. 215, CC. 
Charlotte Catharine de la Tremouille, be- 
comes Hugucnot, and eſpouſes the Prince 
de Conde. 147, 14S, &Cc. 
Henry de la Tour , Vicount de Turenne, 
Joins himſelf to the Mareſcal de Damville, 
with the Party of the Malecontents, 9. bis 
audacious Anſwer at the Conference of St. 
Brix, 165, 166, &c. he brings a grand 
Reinforcement to the King of Navarre,197, 
199, 


The Sieur 


The Table. 


198. he combats moſt valiantly at the Bat- 
tel of Coutras, 216. be s made Mareſcal 
of France, Duke of Bouillon, aud Sove- 
on Prince of Sedan, $44, $4.5, SC. he 
s Stenay the evening before hu mar- 
rage. Y Pag. ib. 
LE Sieur de Ville-Roy,Secretary of State 
wnder Henry IL. 354. he enters into 
the League to ſerve the State, 759. his 
Encomium, tb. the good counſel he gave 
#0 M. de Mayenne, 761, 762,&c. Hen- 
ry IV. obliges him to fas with the Duke of 
Mayenne m# Paris, iÞ. hus Conference with 
Du Pleflis-Mornay about rhe _ os) ke 
9, 960 
Vimory, 4. deſcription of the Fay + that 
Was ——_ hr. 267, 266, 269, &c, 
e Vins, commanding the Light 
Horſe of the Duke of Guile, goes to make 
diſcovery of the Reyrters iz their Quarters 
about A' Auneau, 279. commands the Light 
Horſe at the Combat of Auneau, 282,286 
257, &C. be gives advice to the Duke of 
Guile zot to truſt the King, 398,399, &Cc. 
why he enters into the Duke of Guiſe's Par- 
ty,and bow he is made Head of the I eague 
i Provence. 462, 463, &c. 
The Marquu de Vicry, after the death of 
Henry IH. throws himſelf into the Party 
of the I.cague, 734, 735. he was the firſt 
of all that return'd to his obedience,after the 


eorwverſicn of the King. 935, 936, &C. 
ft I NI S. : 


